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Prooeedtw a of a Court of Inquiry con,anl at Chtango, Iii . by 

virtue of the followia>peaial orders : 

Headquarters of the Army 
Adjutant General's Office 
Washington, November 25, 1878 . 

Special Orders )
14o. 255 

Extract
* 

By directs n of the President, and on the application of 

Major Mama A . Reno, 7th Cavalry, a Court of Inquiry is hereb y 

appointed to assemble at hieago, Illinois, on Monday the 13th da y 

of Jamwry, 1879, or au soon thereafter as practicable for the 

purpose of inquiring into Ma j r kiano' conduct at the battle of the 

Little Big Born River on the 75th and 26th days of Tune, 1878 . 

The Court will e: ;rt the ~'cects and its opinion ea to 

whether from all the ci rams taances in the cave, any further pra -

Deed ings are naaassary. 

Detail for the Cour t 

Colonel John B. King, 9th Infantry 

Colonal ssley Merritt, 5th Cavalr y 

lieutenant-Colonel Fn . H. TIoyafl, 3d Cavalry. 

lent Lieutenant Jesse Lae, Adjutant - 9th Infantry, is appointe d 

Rcordar of the, Court. 

* 

By Command of 4aneral Shama. 

I. D. Townsend 
Adjutant General. 
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Chicago, Illinois , 
Monday, Jamm ry 13, lS?9 . 

11. o'clock A. M. 

The Court net pursuant to the foregoing order : 

Present: 

Colenel'lohn H. King, 9th Infantry. 

Colonel wealey Merritt, 5th Cavelty . 

Lieut—Colonel r . A. Rot's ll, 3d Cavalry. 

Recorder : 

let Lieut . Jesse M . Lee, i:d jt . 9th Infantry. 

The Cart then proceeded to the investigation of the matters submitted 

to it in the foregoing order, and Maier Reno being prevent end having heard 

the order appointing the Court read, was aea :ed if he had any objection 

t) any member 'mimed in the order, to ehich he replied that he had not . 

The members of the Court were then severally duly sworn by the Recorde r 

and the Reooreer was duly sworn by the President of the Court all of which 

oaths Were adninistered in the presence of jor 4eno . 

The Recorder then stated that by authority from the .;ecretsry of i=ar 

he had employed ? . C . Hollister as the stenographer )f the Court, and the 

stenographer was then duly sworn to >e faithful discharge of his duties . 

The '4ecorder then said : I have subpoenaed witnesses to the number o f 

nineteen, and up to this morning only two have arrived that I an aware of . 

I ;emote to the Aar : .epertment for certain data in this cave, end as to whethe r 

there were any accusations, imputations or charges agninst "ajar Reno, end 

in reply thereto I have rec-:ived certain papers by thin rain, 'e mail whichm 

I bane not had time to five a careful examination . 3ut there are severa l 

questions to be decided by the Court, one of hich is as t the best geode of 

procedure, end theexe nn tters migb : be tae en up first . I have an official 

copy of ;.iajor ~ ;eno'e a ;:plicction f r a C flirt of Inquiry end also a lette r 

from the adjutant General trnnscsitting it to me, which eee:ae to be the 

basis of this incuiry, which I will rend now if the court desires it . 

t 
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Major Reno objected to the reading of any paper at this time excep t 

his application for a Court of Inquiry, because he had not been informed o f 

any accusations against him. 

The Court then directed the zecorder to read Major Reno's applicatio n 

for a Court of Inquiry a copy of which is hereto attached and marked "'r thibi t 

No. 1 . " 

The Recorder than stated : There is a man by the name of aittaker whom 

I understand has node certain eecusetione a gainst Major Rene, and his name wil l 

perhe s be brought in in connection with this case, ens I desire to submi t 

the question to the Court now and let it cide whether Mr . Whittaker shall 

be notified to be present, and invited to suggest the gees of any i tnesse s 

ia this ease or to suggest any other evidence that rill throw light on thi s 

investigation. 

Major Pena then stated to the Court that by reason of delay in the 

receipt or certain papers end the arrival of a friend whom he desired to 

introduce as his counsel, he was not ready to proceed 4th this investigatio n 

to-day, and also ateteed that he believed he was entitled to the effir tiv e 

in this proceeding . 

The Recorder said : I desire that question to be submitted and decide d 

r m. The affirmative of any issue fast be first proven . 1'e :ourt is called 

to investignte the conduct of Major ='ants, and it is a well known principl e 

of law that a nan is presumed lance. t until he is proven guilty, -end it i s 

not f,r Major Reno, es I Uelerstemd the lay : end 'he precedents, to prove tha t 

his conduct was good until the eontrery is proven . 

Major Reno replied : I don't think there is any issue further than tha t 

which I raise myself . 

The Loart was than cliSsrd wee closed, ad after mature d<liberetion 

was again reopened, Major Reno baize ;~reeent, end the dea pion of the C curt 

was announced by the Rewarder as follows : 
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The Court decides that it will sit with open doors, but farthe r 

decides that no record or notes of the proceedings shall be taken for publica-

tion. 

The Court decides that ter. bit taker ehell be ~rubpaenaed to appear a 

invited to suggest the names of witnesses in thin ease . 

The Court reserves until to-morrow its decision on the question whethe r 

galor Reno or the : ecor er shell first call avid examine witnesses . 

Then, at 12 o'clock M., on the epplication of Major keno, the Court 

adjourned to meet at 11 o'clock rruo, .:any. 14, 18?9 . 

Chicago, Illinois,
 

Tuesday January 1i, 199 9
 


11 o'clock A .
 


The Court met pursuant to adjournment .
 


Present -

Col . ;no if. king, 9th Infantry.
 


Cal . "<,esley Lewitt, 5th Cavalry.
 


Lieut-Col . z a B . R oy^a 11, id Cavalry. 

aecorder 

1st Lieut . ;aa Lee, Adjt . 9th Infantry. 

Major Reno was also present . 

The ,roceedinas of the last session anre read and approved . 

Major Reno then waked permission to introduce Lyman D . Gilbert, Gass;. 

as his counoel, which was granted, and. he appeared as comma for Wajor Reno . 

The hecordcr then said: - In relation, to the applicet ion of Major ero 

for a Court of Inquiry, aaia I stated yesterday I had not time to give the 

papers received a careful examination . as apart of his application he 

encloses a letter and invites attention to it . I submit that that should b e 

read as part of the application, thus forming 5 baste for the aattae to be 

inquired into .
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Major Reno, by his coined then said : With permission of the (curt 

it is neoseasry► to make an objection . a understand this to be an inquiry 

according to the order of the £ esr k etpertssent . hatevsr may have prated the 

President, er those in authority to make the order, I respectfully submit , 

is not bef >a a the Court. All that is before the Court is contained i n the 

instructions of the ar deportment . If they bed desired that Major Reno' s 

letter or the motives which induced him to trite the letter should be laid 

before the +court, I *limit that mention would have been mad* of it in th e 

order. I ask at this time, as tell as during the further progress of thi s 

nveeti .tion, the indulgence of the Court . I am unaccustomed to this 

'notice, but lest night, with the scanty time at air diaposel for considere -

'lion, I read a pert of the proc in,er of the Court .of Inquiry in the use 
s 

_ .eof Gen. Dyer, and I found therm the t in the order couvetiang the curt there
 


was referred to it for conaideretion a report of a Committee of Congress ,
 


A and the Court had authority to cony user that tt :Ar only becau s reference
 


'had been made to it in the order under which they existed es a Court . I 

may be very much mistaken in the law, and speak now, and at ell times, subjec t 

to the decision of the Court. But the order under which you sit asks you to 

investigate, not into the motives which led Major Reno to ask for a Court 

of Inquiry, but to investigate his onduat at a certain battle in the : North-

west. It cars before you without intimation or instruction from the c ar 

Deportment, and I therefore make this point fee the decision of the Court , 

that as lone as that matter has :et been mentioned in the order from the 

war ee rtment, and has not been speeielly referred to you for consideration , 

it appears to be y ur duty, if I may eo . say, with due deferemae, to investi -

gate his conduct, without inquiring into the motives of the her hepartxient o r 

of Major Reno, vbieh led to the convening of the Court. I desire to apolo size 

for my absence on yesterday and for any delay it may have occasioned . I also 

desire to express the wish, ' hinh will abide eith us, tat the Court wil l 

operate with us, to establish, in the most exhaustive canner, the truth i n 

this =tier, I protest agsinet the reading of the letter of hr . 'Whittaker : 
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it is not a pert of the proeeedinps of the Court . 

The lesecerder replied : Maay it please the C ourt, I era sot appearin g 

here In the lif ht of a prosecutor, and I do not reish to teke up the time o f 

the Court in any elaborate discussion in regard to this matter . The course 

seems to be to vet at the whole truth of the matter . Major Reno applies fo r 

a court by written sppliee tion in which he refers to this letter and attache s 

a copy of his application and snakes it a part thereof . This coy comes 

the ar Deportment, the same authority which convenes the Curt, and 

submit this letter should be taken ea tho basis upon which to start in thi s 

tter. 

The Court was then eleeired and closed, and after mature deliberatio n 

s re-opened, and the decision of the 4.;eurt was announced by the Judge 

dvocate : that the entire application at Major Reno for a Court of Inquiry , 

including any letters or pap re which he included his application shel l 

read and received by the Court, as the bests on which to initiate th e 

inquiry, and the duly authen . tested copy sent frets the War Department shal l 

be read . 

The entire application was then read to the court, and is appended he reto 

marked "xxhibit M o . 1." 

The Recorder stated that the nett eueation for the consideration o f 

the Court was Nether himself or Major =semo should first call and examin e 

witnesses. 

Major Reno asked with what vie, is this letter reed? ::des it contain 

the charges which Major Reno is called upon to answer . If that ie the view, 

sibly we have no objections to the Recorder proceeding . 

The Recorder answered : The letter is read as the Court directed, Rs a 

sis upon which the le' .uiry is to be initiated . 

Major Reao asked : Are the matters charged in the letter subject t o 

oaf. Is it understood that is what we are to meet . 

8 



The President answered : ee are not to be confined to that letter . 

We expect to go over the 'bole ground . 

Ms j r Reno then said : Thee, nay it please the Court, re propose that 

the Recorder shall proceed in his cam way to prove whatever matters h e
 


chooses to ellege egein t Bator Reno.
 


First Lieutenant Award Maguire, Engineer Core, being celled as a 

witness by the = eeordtr, end being duly sworn to testify the truth, the wtol e 

truth end nothinz' hut the truth, testified as follows : 

Questions by the Recorder . 

t'tate your name, rank, official designation and where serving. 

?Award fieguire, 1st Lieut . of Engineers, Chief ' :rgineer officer, i%eparte 
ment of Dakota, serving at A. Paul, Minn.
 


What duty were you on on the 25th and 25th ties of June, 1875 .
 


A . I ace .mpeaied Gen. Terry re Lngineer Officer on his :toff, frets the mout h 
of Tullocke Creek, 'Montana, to within about eight riles of Gen. Custer' s 
battlefield on the Little Big Horn. 

To whet aamwand was Gen. Terry moving - ir what d ire et '. on ? 

A. Caen. Ibbon was in cond . The eolumz was novtag to form a junction 
with Gen. Custer. 

ere you on what was known as Gen . Custer's battlefield or the battlefield 
of the Little Big Horn. 

A.	 I was . 

C .	 When did you arrive there . 

A . At about 10 o'clock on the morning, of the "7;h of June. 1876, we arrived 
at ten. :eno'e position on the hill. 

Cis	 flat* whether you, in your official cepaeity sus .nginesr, ever mndean 
examination, measurement, sketch or map of whet is known as the battl e 
field of the Little Big Morn. 

A . 1 had ric : measurements made by a ergeant who eecose anied sae .
 


. `=hat do you re:co cntze that to be (showi a witness a map) .
 


A.	 That is a printed seep, the ort Inal of =:hich I sent to .asbington attached 
to my report to the Chief engineer . It was published as en appendix t o 
the Chief Afineeer's Report for 1876 . 

(. . Do ru recognize this as the name thing (showing witness another map) . 

-pt. Tea sir. 
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The neeorder then, without objection by Major Reno, offered in evidence 

the printed coy of the map identified by this witness, which is heret o 

attached and marked 9xhibit No. f. " 

Iron the measurement or ezaminntioa, or survey ye made at that time in 
your official capacity, please state, after refreshing 7 ur gory from 
this map, the topography around that battlefield, its location with 
reference to the Indian Tillage or where it appeared to have been : with 
reference to the position of troops or the movement of troops on th e 
whole field, and in connection with that all the deve'openente whic h 
cams under your observation in relation to that otter. 

A . The general features of the country were, it belnv the vc ll y of the 
Little Big Horn River, like all the valleys in that pert of the country . 
There. rca a river bottom proper, which is timbered and is very narrow , 
frog. 51 to 300 yards wide. Then comes the fire+t bench, which is tree-
less, an open grassy plain. Man back of that le a ri-a en ell prairie 
beyond . h hen we arrived et the Little Bid; Horn, to !Major Reno's . position 
on the hill I instructed the . ergo ant who awed the odometer cart and the 
instruamnte to race off the ''.hole of this bottom land down to the Indian 
village, tekin ; *maples bearing, so as to take a pieta That was done . 
The position which Major hen occupied when we arrived th e re :as on thO 
bluff ecroes the river on ' the opposite ,ide. They were, I should any, 
from 80 to 90 feet high. hhen 1 pet up there the troops were not in 
position and of course I did not knor what the errnu ement was I se a 
old bow they had been placed and I put it approximately on the map . Of 

course this map, except with regaaard to the relee ive position of points , 
is a mare sketch ; it is not like aaa survey made with a transit and ch :=in. 
The dotted lines on the asap are line I :Alt en to illustrate the rehort 
I wrote to the Chief of ; ngineere. They ere whet I ae ; . .osed to be the 
trail of the troops in naarchine . The position of the skireish line wa s 
pointed out to me by some of"ic r I don't remember who . I was told 
that was the piece they were . That line ie drown acryr e to indicate the 
general direction of the line and is . not intended to shoe that the whole 
of the troops were stretched acmes the bottom. That ; rt from the point 
marked "B" the Jdoneter cart was run woes. It is a broken country, 
ravines and hillocks, covered with gravel and send, and very little grass. 
oaaze views were teeen with the prismatic compass, and intersection line s 

were taken and the wasp filled in by eye n the field . The die tare a betcesn 
the two points marked "Reno' a commend and " : " where den. Custer's hedyr . 
was found, is correct. The location of the ravine end the genera l 
direction of the battlefield are correct . The :oeit oaa; of the Indian 
villr;re or the aarrsepe meat of it I can't tell * h hen we arrived the 
ground as strewn with saddles, carp kettles and thirjs the Indians ha d 
left . I had the teepee put in to irldicete a Gemmel idea of where th e 
villwe was in relation to the rest of the topography . 

:leaaas etete the distance following the dotted line from llajor Reno' s 
position on the hill to the point marked "I" . 

A . Four and a half miles . 

'heat does the point "3" on the map indicate . 

As Th ;t is a ford, 'and it was suppoaed hen. Custer went there and di tempte d 
to cross, and that line is to indicate the trail f the ?yen and horses . 
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State whether or not there was a trail indicating the t it had been takes 
by Gene Custer. 

A . The ground was so eon beaten that we weld find no well defined trail . 
The ground wan covered with tracks . 

`are there any avidenoen of fighting at or near the point "B", if so stat e 
what evidences, end hoe near the f fret was . 

A . There were empty shells lying all around, and the marks of ponies o r 
horses having been ridden all around. The whole field was covered p ith 
%reeks. ':very now and then we would find an empty shell, and as we ad-
vanced up further we round deed bodies in a circle armed the are t of a 
little hill end quite a number of empty Shane . There were dead bodies 
stretched from "D" to x2" and in the ravine "Tr there were 28 dead bodie s 
found . 

q. How near to the point "B" was it that you found empty sheile and evidences 
of fighting. 

A. Upon a little rise, on the elope, as if persons !led lain there to take • 
advantage of whatever protection there was in the formation of the ground . 
There were Government shells, and Winchester shells, and one peculia r 
brew shell was found that nobody knee anything about, hut whidt wee suppose d 
to belong to Gan. Ouster's pistol . 

tate the disttenoe from tajor Reno's position on the hill to the point "3 " 
following the dotted linos . 

A . Two and four tenths miles. 

Q . 'wive the di etanoe between those same points in a strt i6ht line. 

A . Two and two tenths wiles . 

Mate whether you examined sny crossings of the river above :4 jar reno' e 
position on the hill . 

A . This awn was ordered to make a survey or reconnoisence of the whole of th e 
bottom. 

ip: what is that?There is a point "" on the g 

A . That is intended as the point Where Major Reno crossed . 

Q. ;%eecribe to the Curt with as much particularity es possible the characte r 
of the ground on the left bank of the stream from the point "A" to th e 
point indicated as a jor :ieno's skirmish line. 

It is jest the Sena nature ne the other- open bottom lend, with a frin -e of 
timber around the stream. :teeing threueh the timber you =at into open 
ground, all the way down to where they struck the timber mein on th e 
stream where the line is marked . 

Q . Describe the charact=r of the timber as indicated on the map to the righ t 
and in front of the positron indicated as a_for rer .o's skirmish line. 

A . It was cottonwood timber of all sizes, with near the little depressio n 
Indicating on the p the ee? raation of the bottom from the first bench , 
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a growth of underbrush, rose bushes and such things . 

State in regard to the density of the timber at that particular point , 
if you noticed it. 

A. To tell the truth it looked so much like other river bottoms, with th e 
timber about the seas that I took no *octal notice * 

awas the width of the timber tea i ajor Reno's ri :ht in ietted by 
the map. 

One hundred and fifty yards . 

Following that timber damns there is a blank agave - what is that . 

A*	 	 That was a place where there seemed to have been a separate India n 
camp, as if of sores chief of medicine men . Ws supposed it to have 
been fitting hall's lodge.
 


Describe, if you made any particular exact ation in regard to it, the
 

timber from there down to where it run out .
 


lust where the ravine comes in there is no timber : that is a wash-out .
 


'fate whether the timber was continuous .
 


A .	 	 It es not * 

Q. Tram the right of the line indicated as Major Reno's ski i sh line down 
to the point !Ws was the timber continuous . 

Yes sir, it wee. 

aaw far is it, tollou ing the timber, from the right of the line India ted 
as Major Reno's skirmish line to a point opposite "B" . 

A. One and eight tenths miles . 

Scots what w s the charaeter of the ground on the right bank of Vhe 
river, between Major Reno• s position oh the hill, in a straight line 
to the point marked "B" as regards elevation . 

A * It is the highest land in the neighborhood . 

. Do you mean that point was higher than 4aj . ero'a poaitian on the hill . 

A. To the bast of my knowledge it was . 

You stated that Major itono's position on the hill was about 90 fee t 
high: do you mean above the bed of the stream? 

A. Above the bottom. 

`hem in a straight lira from his position on the bill to the point "B" , 
what, from the examination you made, is the elevation . 

e . 

A*	 The highest point between those two points, I should think is in the
 
neighborhood of 150 feet.
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eseribe the character of the ground . 

A. There were blotto c:nainE close to the river at "3" ; beak of theft vas a 
valley, runnit c off. Near "=B" the teroinetion of the bluff ms al we t 
precipitous. 

How far was i a$or Reno's position on the hill from the Indian villag e 
prr. 

A. I can't tell that because there was no village there when we arrived . Ito 
poeitiot of the village that I had put down 'vas indicated by a lct of old 
pots and lodge-poles . 

. tate 'whether there were any stakes left shooing where the lodges had
 

been pinned down or any evid.encea of that kind .
 


There were some old tricky ups left down near they timber . 

How far was that point *here you saw the pots and kettles sad eve aI 
refuse from Major Peso's positicm on the hill. 

A. They were scattered all over the bottom. The Indians broke up their camp 
and moved off over the hill Alen they saw us on the night of the Beth. 
oe saw them about two miles off . They oust have moved iii a hurry and 
left whatever they did not think valuable . They were scattered all over 
the plain. 

tats how near the point "B" the first dead body ands found, and whethe r 
it see an Indian, a soldier or a citizen . 

A . It was a soldier . I think the first ooe ass an whet is indicated as th e 
second little hill, to the left of the first ravine beyond "R M 

Howe far ie that from the point -Br , 

A. Sic-tenths of a mile. 

Q. Gees whether or not any more dead bodies were r in that immediate 
vicinity. 

A. . >}tere were not . That man was alone . 

Row for free that point was it till y ; found other deed bodies . 

I don't remember now. I simply renoaber the prominent points wher e 
bodies were found . 

Please describe with as much particularity as you can, as to Major Reno' s 
position on the hill end that of hiss commando I went to eet at the mature 
of the positiou on the hill ; whether the troops were together or separated . 

As I said, when I got on the hill the troops were not in position . There 
were certain signs : for ins'•e ace little holes with dirt thrown up, 
cracker boxes placed around for protection . The troops were along on the 
ridge. I was told they had been craved . His position was on top of the 
bluff, and the holes were as if one company had one point end another 
some other one . 

Tel . I, ;•.l . 
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What was the length of the po ition occupied by the troops should yo u 
judge . 

A. On this rep that third line is an error : the one opposite "and" in th e 
word command . This map was got up in such a hurry that it escaped my 
attention before I sent it on . I should think a quarter of a mile vat s 
the whole length of the troops* 

Haew far was Major Reno's position on the hill to the tittle jig Roma 
hirer. 

A. One third of a :Fails. 

he How tar from his position on the hill to the point at the right of what 
is harked as Reno's eki rmi sh line . 

A . One and two-tenths miles. 

r . ieest to the distance from "0" to the crossing, marked Lt . Hodgson killed . 

h . Nine tenths of a mile . 

v:co	 	 Please state the condition of Major Reno's commend at the time yo u 
reached them: whether exhausted or otherwise, and state any facts you 
may know in regard to the corditi mn of his conmend, speciel or general , 
as they come under your obseervation. 

A . The two officere I sew first rare Lieuta . =esll$eee and Hare, they ee^mee 
riding rapidly towerda us, but did not appeer to be very ucb excited . On 
going upon the hill Gen . Terry and the rest of them rode up there wer e 
shouts and there were enlisted men and also officers crying. That i s 

lead tears rolling da their cheeks, and others showed it in thei r 
voices . They were talking rapidly and excitedly shout the affair . I 
stopped back with the younger officers and 'en . Terry rode on to confer 
with i. a jor eno and hen. Gibbon I think, and I did n c4 see Meijer Reno 
till we had been there I think over an hour, ht that time he was not a t 
all excited . I see vol . iienteen end a jor reach and they eppee nee t o b e 
perfectly oafs end quiet . 

tions by Major Reno . 

You came up on the morning of the P7th. 

The air . 

What was the condition of the plain on the left side of the Little Si g 
Born in regard to being occupied or not by Indiana . 

A. There were no Ir.dicne there sees ;t some dead ones . 

Were any lodges s tendi 

Only two, ehi{'h had scam deed in them. There were a fee wtekyu e. 

0 .	 	 I see on the plain on the left of the river certain figures representin g 
Indian lodges. Is that representation correct as to the location o f
 


the Indian encampment .
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NO sir, it was to give an i1eaa of the camp. It was not there when I 
arrived, and all the bottom e a tree filth material the Indians had left . 

How alose to the depression opposite the point "C" did evidences o f 
Indian occupation extend . 

A. That little epees that is marked there is a position share we foun d 
evidencea of ae old camp, as if net apart from the mats stop, for soma 
particular chief . 

(j . were there eevid . n .•eQ of any Indi e n lodges in that hell of woods you 
have marked there , 

That I don't rev:w ber ; I think not . 

has that space to tha left of that depression, between that and Ise bluff, 
entirely uneovored .by any evidences of Indian lodges . 

A . I don't r ee .̂e ber any indications of lodges except pots that were trappe d 
on the way as I judge . 

e3 . Can you stets positively that the Wien lodges were confined on the left 
of the river to that belt of timber. 

A . No sir. 

Do you or not know whether they chid .rat extend to the left for a consider-
able distance between that and the bluff . 

FA. Yee sir, because I sew fires their ickyups. 

C. Between the timber and the bl ff you w evidences of lodges . 

A. Yea air . 

Can you fix t : e point the timber where jot* Reno was with his commend . 

A . No sir I cannot . I simply put it down free information given and 
I can't say bather is correct or not.it 

C. I wish to ascertr in what se curacy you attribute to it. 

A . That is the point rBZ '-, mo officer the line 13i. thrown out, I don ' tt.5atd 

remenbeer who it as . 

C . Does "C" correctly :nark the extreme point reached by a jor Rena his
 


eom nd.
 


A . That I don't know : I put it there from information furnished nee. 

}fro you know the number of men who accompanied Major i *no across the river . 

The Recorder objected to the question as irrelevant because the witnes s 

has stated that he did net areive there till after, and can't know Stet fact . 

Major gs replied : 'e shall not insist on the cuestioe it the Recorder 

insists an his objection, but it mutt be evident to the Court that this 
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witness' testimony hoe been to a large degree hearsay. e e have-not objected , 

and if the Recorder ehooses to draw the line now we shall not insist on the 

question. 

The Recorder said : it is irrelevant and encumbers the record . 

The question vas then withdrawn. 

I find a dotted line from "C" to a line on the duff, marked Reno' s 
ekirnis?: line what is the length of that line. 

A . Eight-tenths of a mile . 

C . on many men, I ask you as a soldier, would it take to cover a skirmis h 
line of that length, approximately is all I expect you to answer . 

A. I don't even know what the intervals are . If you state the distance apart 
he set his man I can tall . 

ti 
~, : oee that dotted line certainly indicate the length of VmSor Keno' s 

skirmish line . 

A . No sir, I did net intend it to . I did not suppose the line would reach 
across there with the number of men he had . 

Q. :foes "C" eertt:inly indicate the extreme point at which the skirmish lin e 
commenced . 

A . I don't know. That is from intormeti gyn. 

Q. 'feu can't state from y ur men knowledge . 

A. No sir. 

k oat the dotted line i d ic'te the direction of the line. 

A. From information I received it done . 

?ram whom did yogi receive that information . 

A. From some officer down there in the fight . I can't say who it as. 

C. "A" indicates the crossing of Major Reno . 

A . Yee sir. 

Q. lid you fix the dietenos from k" to "C". 

A . I did not .
 


Can you give it as indicated on the map.
'• 

A. One and six tenths efiles . 

N
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p correct in tbst reect. was Chet distanee+s raasarreureed aara tha t 
you can say it is correctly reprcz enterd .
 


The nan had orders to start above Ma j . "ero'e croaein k% epi the a of rse
 

of the river and pacing the distance, using the prism c compass, an d
 

taking shots to prominent point* to take the intersections .
 


%ould that enable a man to determine the distance between "An and "C" with 
reasonable accuracy . 

Yea air. 

t ie the distance bete d the square depression in the timber . 

tb. of a *pile. 

At what point do yea: dth of that belt of titter . 

At the point C'" along; t h ine .
 


Did you have that timber measured e ttaose trees la oe d
 

e000rdtn€ to actual ineasurament *
 


In running a line of tact kind the awn who runs it rune, along t'
 
 or 
and rune out aide of the t i h> r but of wire* he did not locate sach 
tree . 

. Did he locate the river ed a of the ttza ►er . 

A . Tee air . 

(Z. What is the character of the bank on the left aide at the point es 
to being high or low. 

I don't remetber. 

sie ,at relation does it bear" to the bank on tae other aside: is it higher 
or lower*
 


I don't r e er; I think i z is a bout the samee*
 


n. the be- ks of the river on the left end right at the point "C" are 
about even in hei g ht, accordin to your judgment . 

k. I don't know : I area looking at are map, are bottom lands 
i judge they are about the same height . 

.o id you see it yourself . 

You have marks on the right hand of the river -* do th e
 


trees.
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t ie the character of that timber. 

A . Cottonwood . 

it the same in density. 

A. No sir. 

P. 't?an it much gear. 

A . Yes sir. 

C. You saw that yourself. 

A . Yes sir. 

C ; . ere any lead men found near the point "B" : 

A. I think the first deed met was found on the second little platott . 

Q. I see dotted lines on the right aide of the river : do they represen t 
the paths taken in reeehing "l'." . 

A. They represent my idea of the paths taken or to ktnr et the ground . 
This map was °)re sr-d for try own use to illuatrete report, and I never 
expected it to be used for anything else . 

t . 'aa there a heavy till leading to "B". 

A. I was not over it . 

Q. Were there heavy trails leading to "I)" from °'i3" . 

A. Yea sir, and from "D" to 

Q. Lid that trail eom'noe at "W° . 

~. The ground wee all out up by hoofs . theory wee that ten. Curter went 
to the ford end wee met there and driven back, end they separated int o 
two bodies to eoneentrete on the hill at and I put those lines i n 
as my idea of the route they took. 

".. Do you or not know that Capt . Bentsen note sent over that ground to "B" 
before you went over it . 

A . Yes air. . I know he las sent over to the hill "E" to see who was there. 

Q . Might not those marks have been rsde by Capt . Bentsen and hie'troops. 

Yes c r . 

Might nct the marks from "B" have beet made in the same way . 

air. 

1 
4 
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Did you =mine between the bluff on the right hand aide of the rive r 
and the dotted limes you made there to see whether there were evidence s 
of a trail. 

A. No. I was not there at all . 

Q. Did you pass Dver the ground yourself that it represented on the map
by the dotted lines. 

A . getssen those two points, no. I was all over the field to the left. 

Was there a definite trail leading from "Hr to "H". 

A . It woe just like the others from "9" to "A" and "r*. 

Q. Did you pass over that part yourself. 

A . less air. That is about the same se the other trails . 

X . The tro i l was ouch ts coutd have been node by a ootpany of mounted men . 

A . Yes sir . I suppose it could . 

4. Nos soon attar you arrived at Major Peno es position on the hill before 
you saw lejor Reno himself . 

A . It wean at least hour.
 


Hoar r a e he t t,en, . cool or otherwise .
 


A. He seas cool in my judgment . 

Q. You speak of the position in *deb you found Major Reno when you cane oe 
the hill . Do you know what length of t! he had held that position . 

A . I understood it was not the first position he bed assumed : that they had 
changed on the night of the 25th or 26th . 

Q . het does that circular mark indicate . 

A . Tilsit the troops were thrown around the crest of the hill as I was told . 

The position of the troops at what time , 

A . Vim they first went on the bill,
 


And ending when.
 


A, 1 think they changed position on the night of the 25th. 

Are you sure when they aaaede the ch ;e.
 


Yk . No sir, it in merely shot I was tdld . -
* 

Your ow * .eat you heerd people pay. 

A . Pass sir, rsay evidence . 

19 



��

C,uest io a by the fiord er. 

►%tats whether or not that map or sketch or whatever you call it in th e 
engineer's office was made in your official capacity as ha inesr office r 
of Gen. Terry. 

A. It was made in my official capacity. 

. &:tote whether in making maps it is required or expected that the a toeerr 
officer himself shall see all the ground when he has man frith him, or t o 
verify every measurement . 

A . 74o sir . 

whether you regard this i as showing the relative position of th m 
troops, the ville e, the stream and other prominent points as reaw; onably
reliable . 

I certainly do . 

C . State whsn.. the data ewe gotten from shish th d . 

A. On the afternoon of the 21th and a short time on the 28th. 

vhether on iping over the ground on the right yid of the rive r 
in the vicinity of wham you found Gen. Custer's body nnd that 1 the 

u found at any other point than you have indicated, irthing 
showing a trail of a large bey of troops . 

A . recollection 36 those 1'3nes were e little oars distinct than ony othe r 
lines on the ground . `he whole surface of the ground was covered wit h 
marks of ponies and horses hoofs. lrte JY' to "h" bodies were found 
lying at intervals, and it vas o:; idea that Chet . Calhoun had stopped 
at "D" and the ocher companies were from "D" to "r sad that they had 
formed some sort of a irieh line . 

C. Did you find any bodies at 

A. '~ ±e sir. Calhoun and Crittenden old e 

etioae by the Court . 

ifthe dotted lines ell indicate trails . 

, They i, .dic 3e that . They are a : idea that the troops roved in tit way 
They are lines I put in myself explaining ay report . 

They do ind i ee to <<rac t is tab troops aatd have moved over 

all of them? 

Tee sir . 

I would like to know the character of the river, as to its being fordable 
froze. "'A" tot lover phrt of the Indian village . 

A. I think the styes could be forded all the way from to where ajar Reno 
crossed it. They were net regular fords but they could easily have been 
made so by cd titer, down the tanks. 

20Vol. 1, 
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. . Then below that, e • 

A. My innovator 1e above It" the river vas not fordable, that being wher e 
the bluffa coma close to the reeap . It might have beau made fordable 
by cutting down the banks . 

I understand you to sky at 't8' is a bluff* 7ould sot that indio to tha t 
the trn11 between Major Reno's position zed m r was not practicable in 
a line. 

.	 	 You misunderstood . It was a bluff just oz. the river and very narrow, and 
eloped down gradually to the rear. 'fhare was • large ravine running 
down terra and they could easily get down that dotted line . I think 
Col. 8enteen went there are: Col. bier std he wont there with his troops. 

Q. a the steep bluff is only on the river side. 

Tes sir, it is a gradual slope hack. 

ti ons by Major Reno.
 


.; .hat is the width of the river to the right point wC".
 


A. About 80 or 40 yards. ' he river vreri d along 3to75 
yards wide, 

q, chat was the gezterel depth of those fords. 

A, I think about to the etirru a of a horse	 : n if I r e 

The witness then retired . 

Then at 130 P .M. the Colvrt ad jouraed to meet at 11 . o'clock A . M. 

to-morrow, ' ednesday, January 15, 187 9 

VIRD 

Chiea o, Illinoi s 
xedneeathy, 3any. 15, 1870. 

II o'clock A . U. 

t pursuant nd journf cnt. 

nt -

Col. Jno I. Kitty;, 9th infsntry 

Col. ` o:elsy mitt, 5th Cavalry. 

Lt. Carl. V. B. Rayanl, 3d Cavalry. 

Recorder 

hoot Lieut . ?,allots M. Lee, Adjt. 9tb lofty . 
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Major Reno and his couneel were also present.
 


The prodeedinee of the last cession were read, corrected and approved .
 


. let Lieut . Cease% allaae, 9th Cavalry, being called as a witness by 

the Recorder, and being duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and 

nothing but the truth, testified as follows : 

questions by the Record 

etate year nano, rank, regiment, and where servin g 

z. George D. Wallace, let Lieut. 7th Cavalry, now stationed at Fort «,brishes s 
Linceln, eakotn Territory . 

me what duty you were on on the nth and th days of June, 1816 , 
where and with what aommand you were serving 

. I was eating engineer officer rith Gen. Custer's column On the :8th 
of June 1 was keeping the vinery of the trip . 

ee Of what troops or companies did the command of Custer omelet et 
that time, the n5th of June 1876. 

A. Of twelve companies of the 7th Cavelry - of the entire Anent. 

Mejor M. A . fieno'ie %het eomaand: ii" eo in what :y. 

A . !e wrys there, the second in co * 

eg6lnet whet enemy wee Gen . Custer's coma o . . , 

The hostile Indir aa under eitting Bull . 

Ce a the twelve companies of the 7th Gevelry were together in one bod y 
on the 25th dry of June, 18764 whet were the indications, if any, o 
proximity ef hostile Indians. 

. 1l sighs, and the reports of our Ind.i s: ea t, inioated th ,,t they
 


were within Pe) or '5 miles of us .
 


Please stete to the Court whet die , site at or zeparattoe, if eny, Get . 
Custer ends of his command, preperelory to his proposed edvanee on the 
hostile Indian village : At whet time of day vas it done, and in th e 
light. of subsequent, knowledge, ow far was it free the Indira village 
that Can. Custer prated his command on that any. 

About t quarter after 12 o'clock the commend 'ea halted ; three eompenies 
were given to Maier Rene, three companies were given to Capt . Jentesm, 
and one company pe Cert . tci uu !b' 1, who was pieced in charge of the pack 
train, end General Custer talk the other five eeepanies with him . 

p.22.4, 



t b', . etaate if y u hum, what was the plan of attack . Who as subordinate 
commandeers were charged with itea execution, -and eceteielly what orders 
or instructions were given to Major Reno by Gen . Custer et the time 
the disposition or separation of the eoerame►d wee first made for the 
advance yr attack on the hostile Indian village . 

A. At the time of the division I don't know what orders were given. Ca pt . 
Bentsen p ith his battalion moved to the left, C . Custer novae does 
the right bank of a little stre:f m Y ith h s command and jor Reno down 
the left bank. 

%baat was the effective force of each of thew) different columns, if yo u 
know. .state as near as you can . 

A. I can't rive it accurately. knjor Aeeo'e ens about 110 or 115 seen includ-
ing Indian -mute . a►apt. mnteen'a was something larger, as 1 thin k 
the companies he had were larger. Gem. Cuester•e force was eoe*th~a 
like ^^5. 

Describe as fully as tae can the movements of those different columns , 
with reference to the Little b ig Hera driver, with reference to each other , 
vhother parallel or otherwise, whether amrovtne in the direction the hostil e 
village was sup l aed to he, whether in supportin ; distnnee of each other , 
or any circumstance bearing on this wetter which occurred prior, to you r 
knowledge, or that of the command you were with, es to the exact locatio n 
of the Indian village . 

A . After Cert . benteen started to the left, Gen. Custer and ; :n jor Reno moved 
darn this little etresm, one on the right and the other on the left bank. 
They were moving from 100 to 313 yards apart owing to the nature of the 
ground. after hoing ten or twelve miles ``star ero wee caked aaer lass t o 
the acme aide of the stre on which ( ;em. emote, was moving. The two 
battalions thew *moved along peralel to each other for ea, distruoee further . 
we passed a teepee which bad are deed bodies in, and son after paseint ;
that the Adjutant came to '.a jar Aee o and *aid that the Indians were about 
two miles and a half (ahead, and =major Reno was or, .ered forward as feat 
as he could go and to charge them and the others would support him . 

Whet aoamand were you with at that time. 

A. I has rids near Major Reno and with his battalion . 

%bat little streee[ do yet: aepeeh of . 

A . It is as tributary of the Little big araraz and runs into it a mile or two 
above where the village was located . 

. Shen did the column came within sight of the hostile village, end where . 

A . The first I saw of the village eue after we sere dismounted and were forme 
ing the skirmish line . Others may have seen it before, but I did not : 
there was some timber between us and the village . 

Here the orders you speak of as hev : ru been received by Major Reno t o 
charge the Indians the last order he received from "en . Custer. 

A. That was the last I heard . 
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When that order ma received wee it promulgated to the command : if no,
in 'Satiny. 

A . I think it was promulgated through Major Reno's Adjutent . I don't know 
that . I think so. 

: . here was Gen . t%uster'a column at th :;t time. 

A. The two columns were : ;ring parallel. Maj. e • o was riding nearly
opposite Gen . Custer, with some little specs between them - ease 25 to 50 
yawls. 

; .. Mate, it you know, the position of pt. teen's command with reference 
to that of s'.e jar Meno, at that time . 

A. I don't know where it wrs . ','fin he want to the loft it was over broken 
ground and lost eight of him* 

:.tate whether at that time, when Major rseno received the eeemud to Moires 
the India, it was expected or believed that any come: would in any 
way support him or co'operste with him in his movement, and state all 
the facts within your knowledge bearing on that matter. 

A. The order was about thin : "The Inditane are about two miles and a half 
ahead, on the jump, follow themes fast an you can, and charge them where + 
ever you find them and we will support you ." I think those were the words . 

• ere you positive of the words . 

A . The term "ewe" I am not positive of . 

C. dts=te if y.au know when r jor Renee coffin first saw the village . 

A . I don't know that they sew it before I did, for I called the attention o f 
the picket line to it et the time. 

C . From the view yau had ofthe hostile 'Made as you have testified to, 
state at ma your o lnton at that time as to its size in length an d 
width and the number of lodges it coetained and ate effective tightin4 
force. Ahd estate to whet extent this estimate wee confirmed by, cuubse-
euent events or f icte brought to y ur knowledge . 

A . The length and width of it I could not tell bemuse the timber concealed 
it . I knee there were lets of then there . The exact sine at the t time 
I could form no eestiate of, but I new plenty of Indians . 

;ads there anythi . g occurred after that report which ylu eau base en opinio n 
an to the number of lodges in the village, either by going over the fiel d 
or the pleas where the villesre had been . 

' 

A . The village, as passed over of t rwarde win ow n. three miles long, rind 
varying in	 wide from a few hundred yards to half a sale where the teepee s 
had stood. 

:At the time Major Nitro received the beer to ehergo the Indiana, stet ec o 
as noer ee you can the number of effective e'en filer hie command, and wha t 
was their condition in regard to efficiency, whether fresh, vigorous, 
confident of success, or otherwise . 
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A . There were 22 Indian scouts end three companies of eaveiry, averaging frt. 
55 to 40 men. They had been >aerchin€ for three or four days, making long
marches : they had been u' all the night beers end moved hn that morning 
with little or no breakfast. The men ware tired and the horses were wor n 
out. 

h . Thu h w a testified that ` : a jor dew received on the 25th of June an order 
to charge the Indians . ''lease begin at that mint eend describe fully , 
clearly eu:d it detail the movements of .iajor iieano'aa command, the orders 
given by him or executed under his direction and every air, lCtanes in 
reegerd to his conduct as commenter of the troops under him. In this 
conedetion describe the cb racter of the ground weed over by hiw command , 
what stream or stress, if any, were crossed, whet attach, if any, wa s 
made by his commend, giving a mall description of that attack, including 
the length of its duration, and in ehort everythl p g relating to ?dejor 
Reno's conduct or that of his commend up to and including the c''bth da y 
of June, 1876, that was brought to your knowledge . 

A . At the time the order was riven we were roving along the right bank of a 
tributary 'rich flows into the Little dig Horn. "'e moved rat a gallop . 
After going some dietetics the trail led to the left and ,e recrossed th e 
little stream. fter going a few hundred yards darther -we came to a ford 
on the Little dig Horn th,t bead been used by the Indians. `"hot was 
about belly-deep to the horses, but a good croseis . .'tar pasetag the 
ford end going through sow timber the commend was . bolted and reformed 
as they had rcettered a little in *sassing the stream. Comiraeies A and 
Jd viers formed in line and my company was farmed it : line in the rear as a 
reserve, and the command moved forward, first in a trot and then in a 
gallop. The indians, when the order eve given, were apparently running 
from us, there was a big duet, but as a moved on the dart cleared away , 
and the Indium were seen amain : beck. a fter =wing some distance the 
third company etas brought to the left of the line, and th.- end moved 
in that way until Weer the timber. Mere the cowmand was halted, the 
men diamee noted and prepared to fight on foot, the horses going in th e 
timber and thy, three compdies then deployed as ekirnishere with the riebt 
in the timber and the left extending towards the bluff . The skirmish 
line only took up a few hundred ;Ards.' The Indians instead of pressing 
our front peened around to our left and opened a flank fire, { .hen we 
went on the skirmish line I for the first time saw the village, enu the 
Indians were thick in front and ears pessing to our left egad rear. . fta r 
beidg in line some ties it was reported that the Indians rare coxing on th e 
opposite side of the creek and trying to get our horses . Coxepany "{i" wa s 
then taken off the line and baleen into the timber : whet lope ition was 
made in there I only know from heereny . I remained on the picket lin e 
till the nehunition was getting exhausted, end the Indiana were coming i n 
our rear and on our left, and in front, and the skirmish line had to fall 
back into the timber. Ater being there rose tie' the Indians commenced 
firing within hh yards of us eorwe the rtreem ea! in our rear in the 
timber. there was no protection odfered on that ide end the other 
there was a bank. A fter vetting there some time decd was patted down 
that we would have to charge than. e were bd.ing ourrounded, no assistanc e 
had come, and <.e would have to get on higher groomd where we would not be 
surrounded, and where we could defend ourselves better than we ceu ld there . 
The companies were mounted end commenced getting out . I belonged to Co. 
"0", had joined it there and had been with it during a portion of the fight . 
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I could not find the commanding officer, Lieut . Intoeh, and I mounte d 
whet aeon I could find and started out . I got out I saw the troop* 
moving off, n 7peresatly it columns of four, at s gallop . I followed alarm ,

e,D'with whet men I could mount of Company* "'ha coed served, ; of back 
er the track we coon in on, but crooned the etreeem lower dog, and were 
akin d towards the bluff . The Indi ena were in the bottom end we were 

riding through them, nand as we would ride along they would eithe fire or 
ride aloe by the amen arid fire at them. At the *reek they halt and fired 
at the men as they 'trowel . They *ask over with the rear of the col , 
and one or two men were killed there. I know they come over row there was 
a oorpore I of ey company followed one over and shot his, an as he me n 
the hill. he ahowed me his scalp. After getting on top of the hill the 
*amend ran halted and pre aret tone made to give them a stand-off e 
aaftei thet it lea reported that wapt . inteen, ea erasing up and were 
joined by him.. ,tat passed between him and jor den0 I don't know* = e 
were out of :munition, one company had several ,_:u ed, sad I could fled 
but seven men of my company* 7:swatted there, I don't know exactly been 
I ng, for the peck train to come tip, the duet from which we cweld see . 

ter it did come up ammunition cacao• ditt .tributad end s attempted to aaowe 
on, but apt. oylan could not cove his wounded, it took six men to 

and the Indiana we e gaols, iii . thicker and es -ere compelled 
to f41 1 he & and took the position es occupied on the 5th and "dth. The 
troop, eaera assigned poeitime and the horses were plated uneer ed sod 
{over er ee eoeaid get . :urine the night of the 1htb the man *corked all 
ni#,rvht . There were but three spades in the command, but with them an d 
tin dupe, a n d other things, they scratched u p seme little rifle pity. 
the morning of the Zth the Indians opened on us by day-light and th e 
fire fort u£` all the morning. a fter 12 o'cleck the fire was nowt o heavy , 
except from prominent points, *her they locate sharp-ahootore . "Cme 
time near aruneet we saw the Indian villa e mov in , off * 

^. Ho lot ; after de or den() received the order to charge the t d tans befor e 
he effected a crossing of the Little b ig Horn iver. 

Moving at a gel1op, I think we snide the mile and a half or two :wiles in 
about 15 minutes . a were vi. aat en ordinary gallop* 

> . :;tete whether any indians opposed tom or steno's Wing. 

A . No there did not * that was two oiler from where the fight commenced . 

. Hoe for eras the crossin ; from the nearest part of the Indian vt lle .e. 

f.. It wee over two miles. 

4. Describe the chweter of the ground 'a there to th+e Indian vtllay.°aa, as 
you observed it at the time er sfterwerds . 

It was a broad bottom. 'ter Grossing the stream there wee a belt of 
timber ; after that it as a broad, level prairie that had been cowere d 
with grass, but it sus all eaten oft by the ponies and the ground out u p 
by their hoofs . It eras similar to an ash-bed a mils or two wide to the 
f:aotehitl e . and bey end that cane the bluff . 
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Describe with particularity the manner of the advance of Major Reno' s 
command from the point of crossing toward the hostile viUege and its 
eucceseive formations, if any, and whether solos or skirmishers were 
thrown forward . 

After crossing the commend has halted for a minute or two, until they 
Gould close up and formed in line, two oo tee in the first end on e 
company in the : Bond line, with the Indian ecouta under Lieuts . Varnum 
aril Here, ahead . There were n eeeute . They moved forward in lie* , 
first on a trot end then on a gallop. The third comp 01 any has brought up 
the left of the line and they moved on in that way until they were dis-
mounted . 

Q . esoribee the course of tore :,tom from the point of creasing to the 
villehe with reference to the lime of advance of tow Reno's command . 

The 'stream has on our right and is very crooked . The general direction is 
to the northeast. The stream ran turnin on itself all the time . Our 
course was sometimes on the bank, and satires away from it, as the 
stream would wind away from our course . 

How far was it from the point where tajor Reno's command eras sad the stream 
to where he engaged the Indiana . end state whet inpad imams there were , 
if any, to a rapid sdvane a over the ground . 

It was a good mile and three eta°rtersa before the first shot was fired, and 
twenties to the timber where he dismounted, The ground over which he 
passed was level and there were tie obstacle in the way till the Indians 
cane there. 

When hee the first shot fired . 

. L. mile and a half or three q uarters from the cross 

. Hui you seen any Indians up to that time . 

Tea sir, I had seen lots of there 

. How n ear to the villa a was it that Major i(erae's 'Command *tam the 
indians and how far from the stream wrsa it when the eaemsei halted and 
dismounted as y)u have stated. 

They halted probably 153 yards from the strewn, but after halting and gob g 
on the skirmish line they advent :se to where the creek made a quick bent ha d 
the right wing nee resting on the tar of the cut bank, with the cree k 
below . The villas was across the bend, 75 or 100 yards to the firs t 
teepee, but on the sea* side of the stream ea were . 

Fran the place be first halted th a command, near the timber, bow far was 
the eternal, yon speak of made. 

A . After d t untin ; from the horses, the skirmish line advanced probabl y 
103 yards. The horses were all in the tier and the line advanced, ae! th 
the right resting on the timber, and the left out toeards the buff. 

Coo The distance of the adv„nce was what . 

Something like 100 yards . 
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4tate i yO knew at whet . hour of the dsay the e i ee nt begin . 

A. I don't knm accurately, thou€rh it was sometime enter half past two 
o'clock - tram half past to 3 o'clock . 

Bow do you fie that time. 

h . I remember looking at my watch when um . Custer brought :*n Jor Reno' . 
battalion on the eeme side of the little stream with him. As we crosse d 
that little e'trean I took out my watch and looked at it . ' b t was borer* 
we had the order to move !sward end charge, and it was than r o'elock , 
and estimating the diet : zee we pealed over, I would eel, it wee after hal f 
past " when the tight commenced . 

eeeribe the chere;cter of, the grcru,nci from ejorde no's right, Thera h e 
first eangcsge d the Indians to the stream 

710 timber in which we concealed the horses was in the old bed of the 
etream, rather in a crescent she: beyond thst wee eu open epee*, not 
as high as it vas on our side of the timber. -Mar yards further on 
was the stream, winding along this low bottom* 

ante whether oe not .'nJor teeRno ordered p ie emend to ebnrge the enemy, 
when it was within eengeeein distance, or did he at any time then and ther e 
give such an order, and if so s it obeyed . 

A . The commend "cbarge"l was not etwen. -7s were moving at a gallop till we 
halted . 

C: . Had the command engaged any ind ians before it halted . 

A . a hs d been fired upon, and are being fired upon when we halted, but had 
not returned the fire . 

etstee whether any oherge wee made or o ear given? 

.)Aber then that, there was not . 

z: eeeeeribe the ground immediately le front o e I a j or eno' e e Band *here he 
first engaged the Indians . 

A. le front of the right wing was a loop or hand of the little 4ig Hon : to 
the left wee an open prairie : in front of that tame few hundred yams we 
could see a ravine, but the nature or size ef it we could not tell at that 
time, but teeing :gut of that ravine we could see :nasty of Indians . 

State as rear f, s yet: can w It number of tad isms first engaged ga3or Reno' s 
cow net tbent plate, and stets whether durin the progress of the 
engagement at that place, there w' s any increase or deereese in the number . 
of imitate engaged ; end state what movements it any were made by the 

with reference to ' :ajar t eno's command 4t that place.Indiana 

A . When we halted rind rent en the ntkirmish line, there were some two or thre e 
hundred it diane there, and they increased from that time till we got 
out of the bottom. 

% hat movements, if any, did the indiane make . 
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A. They were fight ien style, riding up and 4o ms cum 
fee on foot, and some fear on hill s the to the left passing around end 
coming in on our rear, filling the whole speee in our rear, a mile or 
two, with scattered indians riding aheut. Not a solid haev, but ridieg 
areuhd, yelling and heating and those within et wereR *hooting. Not 
many of them were standing still, but they seemed to ridine erluxd, aed 
whenever they got en opportunity they 'meld shoot . 

You oea, from what you sew, when the hostile villa d first edam 
aware of the approach o f t ejor heeo i a *emend, and stets if you see a t 
wint point dInjor heno e s *emend env discovered by the Indiana, 
the facts upon which this oeinion is based . 

My opinian is they knew Menthe time a left the mouth et the eoeebud , 
on the Md of Tune, 'hat we were dote? snd exactly which ley we were -
hoeing . Air scouts saw their seoutm that morning eetchieg ue and sa w 
than riding beak into the villa e• They knew of our approach and were 
ready to receive us . after the rtrem end moved towards the 
villeee their running was. only a sham. They res . in and as we moved up 
they am heck to meet us . 

1nswer the uestiou as to when, in your o-inion, they first discovered 
Najar Renee emend : when you cane dome the hill before aerating 
river, or fitter you tressed the river . 

yThey probabl did notice that till after we crewed the creek, but 
were fully aware the *emend wee qminpl they could ea the dust for miles * 

portion of Major 'emo t e emend was engt%ged r t3 tie Indiana at the 
cee he first net e have described . 

)en ies 08°, fG° and f'Mf , 7th (;tmlrY 

n ware engaged in the fight i 

A. After eourCeg the Inc:lien scouts there were just thr )u ha of the
 


balance. ene fourth were horse holders .
 


. e was dejor Reno and whet . doiri, and whet orders did e give
 


wring the progress of that engagement at that place .
 


After dismounting and putti4g the eon on the skirmish - line I awe Major 
with Lieut . VeIntoeh when h went heat with "0° companyReno go back 

guard the horses, end I did not see him eeein till . the line was driven 
into the timber. I could ecet see him then for the brush, but I heard 
his order Ivan when we were getting ready to charge . exactly whet the 
orders were I don't know, but I heard his voice and knew it was Major Reno . 

did the Ongegemant last at that elect, from its *Immanent tillRow llne 
the commend left there . 

A . I can Inly roman estimate of it . 

the facts upon which you base it as near ass you can.Give your orinion and 
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A . I mould xny it was somethitm like three-quarters of an h .ur. The 
tests are the. time occupied in m actin ; and dismounting end fcarlaaiU the
ekir Ieh line, the using up of the ea mitioa= the men expended, cud 
everything of that kind , 

trite 'bother the era ittot used rip that you refer to a ;e the ammunition 
the en. had about their `eraaone or ell the ammunition. i : Major Reno' s 
Memel . 

A . I refer . to all they had on their pars t they had dram from 
their ddle-b€s . 

state if aany ?ermined in the s? ddlew bags of aany of the n in question* 

I did not ins rt I don't k :ow. there was some left . 

tap to the time Major tceno' c .mss left tbcst place to go beck to the 
position on the hill, see tam! if ye . knee het many of his e maeaeamas d had been 
killed or disabled . 

A. I saw two and heard of one other. One of them I thought wee killed or 
rather he appeared to be dying, and the other wee shot through the trowels . 

Describe to the Court if you know what were the direct eases that led 
to 4 jor Reno's command quitting that position . 

A. The direct causes I think were we were surrounded, and in a bad position 
to defend ourselves, end we eere going to eet on higher ground . 

You say about the time y left there eo thi . wag said or an order wa s 
passed darn about a char ge going to he me e. 

A. Ys Ir. 

wtetee whet cbar;e was wade and in whet direction, 

In getting out of there we had to go through the Indians. There was but 
one wry to pat through, and test was to charge through. 

..tate if yecs le ow, hoar near the cos t'i ce e to any Indians in coming out & 
end in whet numbers : or whether they remained et as distance and sot into 
the command or met the eadvence as they started to come out * 

e . .s I rode out of the woe osminae 'e•.nck t'-.e Indians roes scattered el l 
the country. They aapp tiered to as think es trees in an apple or- -

chord or thicker. The men ears running, in column of foart, and as they 
ru)salt Game tr to the indiaane the thdlaa a could (rive way and let them p :tes 
.h> b end than fire on tom . >,fter the non passed through, if they sa w 

thud a men wss not using, his pistol they would ride close to him and fire . 
I know I found one within ten feet of me . They would ride along with the 
men and shoot at them. 

eeaeribe the character ef the charge as you terse it when. you left the time 
hero 4ecribe the for ti . n end shape the commend was in and all the 
circumstances connected with the going back room that point in the timbe r 
to the creating. 
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A*	 	 I did not see the first formation * First I triad to find Lieut. McIntosh, 
but I• could not and I took commend of the company myself and started oat . 
I'han I got out what I had of ay company I saw the other two companies 
moving of a gallop . It looked like they were moving in column of fours , 
in a gallop. Nome • of the men pasted ' compeaty and joined the other 
cc nies. 

Q. Were there any number of indium directly betw a you and the tw o 
companies moving out . 

A. No air, but there were plenty on'' right . 

I wish you to mate, in your opinion, from your knowle►dre of the fact s 
you have teatifie to, whether or not that command, hamming out with 
the Indiana as thick as you have described, it was in danger of being, 
overwhelmed. 

I had no such idea at the time. If they ad closed in there were plenty 
of them there to have made short work of us . I had no fear of it then. 

. =Ante if there wan any order given at thatsleaaee to go back or to gat 
out of there, and if so state in 'bet terns it was given and haw it wa s 
comounicated to the command o 

F:.	 	 The word a p assed dons that we were going to charge that: where or how 
I did not know. 

In which direction was that charge in reference to tht Indian 'Moue. 
towards it or from it. 

.fate if you know ;hsthor any point war desisted for the connate to 
retreat to: if so abet point, when rind by whom designated and wife Cher 
or not the troops retreated to that point . 

. I don't know. 

:late as near as you can goes far was the point or the hill to which Major 
Reno's commend met on that day, from the place where hiF commend first -
engaged the Indiana, according to the route of the retreat parsed over b y 
the comser►nd . 

A. I never sure :] it : I mesa it was a half or 3/4 of a mile . That is
 

merely an estimate.
 


State if you know how long it took the troops under jcr Renee c=men d 
to reach that point after coming out of the timber s 

A . I don't know that . 

tote your judgment or opinion from any circumstance. or foots. 

tartimating that distance it could not have been over lei minutes. • 

wee Major Reno during that retreat, what was he doing, and wha t 
orders if any did he _hive during its progress . 
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A. I did not see him and don't know. I did not see him till after we 
crossed the creak, and halted to form on the hill. 

Q . Mete any oircuastshees within year knowledge connected with the t retreat 
which may tend to show its true character, and throw light an the donluc t 
of Major flan . 

A. I think I have answered stout all I kues about it. 

Q. Harr far was it from the point from whence the **treat began to the point 
where Major no's command crossed the river in the retract . 

I .	 	Over half a mile . 

What wee : the character of the ground passed over, 

. .	 	 Till we reached the creek it was level except one wash-out or kind of flat
 

ravine .
 


Describe the stream where ;htjor Reno's command crossed it in his retreat 
as to the height of the banks, the depth of the eater and the practicability
of crossing. 

A. The'stream at that point was about 25 feet wide, and about belly-deep te a 
horse. The beak on the side on which we approached it was 4 or 5 fee t 
high; on the other side the bank was higher - probably 8 feet, There wa s 
e narrow place to get upon the opposite side, and the aaer conies in a s 
they did on one aide they did not get out as fast es they got in . 

. Haar long did it take the command to get over froze the time the hoed of the 
cr amd crossed till the rear of the oo ne got over. That is, bar much 
time was eonsummd in crossing . 

A . It must have been froze 5 t e 5 minutes . 

Describe the point to which 4 jor Reno's col retreated ; how far free 
the etrean, hoe far from the hostile village end whet wee its adoptabilit y 
as a defensible posit :on. 'eseribe the topog rephy of the country around it. 

A . It wee nearly a ruerter of a mil from the streaaz, and was sippro hed over 
very broker country ..what is known there as the had lands . Those 

bad lauds extended along that pert of the bank. They- were high, probably 
100 feet nave the water, an the top it was rather rolling. "bout e 
hundred yards beye d yeas a rnvinc sloping' off some iistenca with hil l 
beyond it . au our rivht there were to er three potato a little higher 
than that we had, on the othe side there wee none. 

elate whether there was any point € n the left bank of the strain the on e 
side on which ;hijor Reao'a am-mad first engaged the Indiana - which, in 
Your oQ inian as a eijitery *. :ten could heve been occupied by Major Raeo' s 
come: for defense or attack : if so describe such point or place with 
reference to the position occupied by Major Merle's mimed ehsa; he first 
engaged the Indiana beret,* the retreat began, and state fully the thet a 
upon which 7 :ur opini :m is based ; sharing either the practioehility or 
impracticability of ejor Reno's getting to or occupying such point or 
place for defense again«t the Indians or from *hones to attack them . 
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place I would have taken on the left bank for there vas a 
vide tent= and of »er crossing that there is A eeneh and the ementry 
slopes beak gradually for `) miles to the btg Horn &eta ins. It ease, 
sloping-country where if he had taken any poaiticu the Indians c d 
have taken a position above an the elope . .On the other side the hills 
were high end broken, indicp tin it to he a hotter position to eat wher e 
you could defend yourself . 

Describe the character of the tin red ground in the vicinity of Majo r 
Reno's command eith reference to the positicm of that end when i t 
first engaged the Indians, and with reference to.- the stroem cm the right * 
and state whether or not that timber could have been occupied by Net o r 
Reno' commend fir the purposes ofdefence or attack, a whether or not 
it would have aubeery such purees* : giving ire full the facts ire eaa . ort 
of your opinion. 

he	 	 That timber- grew on *hat was atea the had ofthe Little ;wig Horn r=ive+r * 
and the timber was yotng. There ware no trees as large as ft eon's body, 
and it was y'illed with a thick undergrowth . The body of timber was ere cent 
::?.taped on a bank 4 or 5 feet high: on the other idea it was level from 
the bank" to what was then the bed of the strew. .'het piece of esaodea 
was not over d yards wide, and in there there was nothin to afford 
protection as a pert of Indians on the aide on ,hatch the creek was- coul d 
fire directly in it thnzugh the bank would Word a little protect ioa . I 
don't think it would have eaubcerveed the purpose, and I don't think w e 
could have remained there and defended ourselves . 

tote whether there was a plateau or bottom cane t o than edge of th e 
timber* 

The bottom ern which we approached meta te the ed;e, t o d p.d off 4 
or $ feet down to where the timber was growing. 

elate whet eta inatioe you eads of that timberr	 . 

passed through it once or twice was all . 

Roe do you mean through it * 

eroae it end diagonally across it not through the length of it . 

At how many points did you pass thr ugh it * 

different points . 

stretch of timber kith reference to the location of t e;:ascribe that 
village* 

of that creseent–eh ped piece of timber run up to within probablyOne 	end -
110 yards of the village. The other ate ed from it rather in the 
shape of a cue rat . 

etate in your opinion as a satlitery officer when Jor Reeeo'e cc:wen had 
retreated from the village, having the et-ream between his cams* i :and 
the village, whether his command * from the position tutee teen, was in a 
situation to threaten the village or make any diversion against the hoetil e 
Indians in. support of any other attacking column, a states fully the 
grounds for such opinion. 
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No sir. It was selected more with reference to self-de: ense I think. 

:Mete when you last see eon. duster or his column* 

r the order was liven to move forward . Re ess avin ; to our 
right es we moved oft at a gallop. Fie was moving et a slow trot . I 
did not see him again : I supposed he wee following . 

ii riaaa in mind the location of the hostile village and the course Gen . 
Custer 'a column was taking when you last sae it, and connecting thes e 
feats with the time that had elapsed thou .a for deho first engaged the 
Indiana, state your oon or the tenerel belief as to the point Gen. dustesar' s 
column had reached with reference to the hostile vine,- by the tim e 
Major been first engaged the hostile Indians. 

A. .Be must have been to our right and rear . 

' . triter asstheether or not you examined at anytime the course or route 
Custer had tee= when ha e i : the immediate vicinity of the .hostile 
village, and stet. how near his trail eery to the point to which Major 
Reno retreated on the right beak of the etrea ., and describe den. duster's 
route with reference to that point, the hostile village and the stream 
intervening, and state what developments if any am* under your observe-
tion as to the fate of Dean . Custer end his command . 

I don't know ohnetly where his trail passed, but suppose It passed near 
+sth Ire we to p it our etend, Du the d 6th of Tune eh en et moved *et to bury 
the dead I sr told we followed the trail Gen . Custer took to the villa 
but have since been told by others that we did not . d e mowed down to a 
point on the Little 3' Were axe tee ;Ales end a half probahiy below 
where we had. made our :land, then moved bead up en a hill on the bank of 
e large ravine. After goings about two ,.r three hundred yards we f : 
the first rein that was killed . Then on aom diet sncea duther found 
others. From Chet on they ere eeuttcred all over the country for 
perhaps a square mile . 

Please describe the character of the tree± » f'r Major Reno's; cree p 
the retreat to the hill doen to noel* the poMt where you found the firs t 
dead man. demerit* it with refeerentee to the hanks on either side, with 
reference to ter and grouts;. 

?ore jor Reno crowed there we, a bluff, tbs . stream twisting and turn-
a 

ing. Then going down in a direct line abut a quarter of a mile it came 
iiyto the bluff again. There the bluff was steep. It then followed the 
bluff down to where we nuk.posed =g ent. 'ureter had tried to arose. ':`here 
a ravine cage in, b hills were low and there was a pas sage but the bank 
on the opposite aide se; p red to be miry. 

Describe the plumage of the stream there, as to whether it had the appear 
asnee of being a ford. 

3 . It had all the appearances ore ford on our side on the side we approache d 
it. There were pony tracks by the hundred aben they came in to th e 
etree , but I rae no place on the other side where they went out . Th e 
streamn was not over two feet deep end the bottom was apparently scatty o r 
gravelly. On the other side there was grass growing along the stream 
end it had the eppeart nce of being soft with some fee traces an the othe r 
side. Z'heatbar it was a ford or not I dOn't know . It had not been used a 
dr®e% deal but thre had been some horses aerate it . 
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Ch. In speaking of the bluff, which bank do you refer to . 

A . To the right bunk. 

Q. Are there bluffs on the other side or out banks on that side . 

A . In seaveral places there were. there our skirmish lino rested there we. 
a bank probaebly 8 feet high where the etrean node a loup, running in an d 
out again. t other places the Crean was not fordable . it some places 
the hank: were miry and stomp but not out. Then again there wo l d be 
plates where-you could rids into the water where the stream mould have a 
rocky bottom; then it would be deep. he stream itself ryas very crooked. 

here were the l'ir*t evidences on whet y` state «a ppeared to be teen . 
Custer's route or t ;° :il showing that his e: ss and had been engaged ;rith 
Indians or had been attached by Indians. teeeribe those evidences fully . 

Major Reno objected to the question and said : Yesterday the Court 

announced its intention of going Into this entire matter . And now for the 

purpose of making that ruling a little more definite we raise the objection . 

It must he evident to the court that the activities of 'ejor Reno during th e 

entire engagenent were confined witbie a very limited section of country . ee 

cane hare to meet that issue. Major Reno thimble that be can present his cas e 

to the court without reference to the action of cny . other section of tha t 

command, but if it is the wish of the court Viet the entire ceopaigashall b e 

inquired into we can only say ee are desirous the in: uiry shall be full aid 

ample, and it is only for the purpose :ef having the ruling of seaterdsy mad e 

more definite that this objection is made . 

The Recorder replied : I have *shod questions to elicit all ,the facts, 

bearing upon the conduct of %% or Reno as the oommendar of troops there t2 t 

day. hnd while I do not desire to go into mettere occurring before June . 25th 

Center is connected withstill 1 think it i s pieta that the fate of Gee. njc 

Reno's command in some way or ot' :er. =`.e is chsrged with failing to go to the 

relief of Gen. Custer . That should be inquired into . Major Deno, being the 

senior ofricer left in the command, and making his official report, all his 

rotenone to that battle should be inquired into and the facts slight to be 

elicited by this question ought to be brought out in order that Major Reno 

may be fully vindicated or condemned, whichever turn the natter may take . 
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'wet was than cleared and closed, and after me to re deliberatio n 

was reopened. Major Pew and hiss counsel being present, and the decisio n 

$f the Court is announced by the corder, thet the inquiry shell be goner i 

in reed to the facts that transpires on the th and Phth daye of June , 

1876, in rem to the entire command, consisting of the 7th U . Cavalry. 

A. I told you about war f;Rllo~srisssg his supposed trail down to the Littls t 
Big !horn. There or near there was a gray horse: then back almost on a 
line p pegdieular to the week* two or three hundred yards, was e dead 
tin on the to, of a hill, hV body tilled with arrows* Then to the 
left or rather dawn the creek from the% point t ero were found some of tin 
men . 5 rther on they hewn* thicker° till we crossed over two ravines, 
then we found more men es horses, till ws mere a ;parera.tly to where the 
last stand had been wade ; there were the killed in a kind of circl e 
the bodies lying around thick . 

state the character of the evidences in regard to that matter, as t o 
whether it was the appearance of a running fight or of a ocs n; retreat.. 
ing and fighting at i tervals . 

. I think it gave evidences tef both retreating end fighting at interval s 
and a ruing fight . They sere evidently retreating all the time . 

How far was t`r t point wh re you as the Pint evidences of an *meg a 
»nt that you refer to from l a jor Remo v e position on the hill. 

. It most have been in the neighborhood of three miles . 

h . Slow do y 2u eetimete the distance, by the mite or on a 'straight line . 

A. By the route we followed . 

C . :'hen sttete about ` pow far it wee in a strr ia•ht line . 

A . About two miles and a heir . 

eescribe the character of the greeted bat-eon those two point* - th e 
topegra by of the country, %bather elev ;test! or otherwise. 

A . it was broken. ewe high p°.}in is sloping ins to ravines, sue than rising 
into another hill, then another ravine . The cc try vas rough mid broken. 

`'hit we _ . the approximate elevation of those points in rote-lade to th e
 

r 4 

elevation of the position occupied by a jar Pence's ca z: .
 


A. They wee* about as high where we first found evidences . !:tees first horse 
was don in a sort of ravine and to a mall bill a little bock of tha t 
the f i rst was found.A} 

Between the place where you saw the first evidences and Major Reno's ,Q.
 
position how was the elevation ae co pored eith h sjor 1ano'a Position.
 

A . They were higher - several points were higher. 
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gram the place where you state it appeared that men . Custer mast have. 
gone dog to the river hot ter was it to where the last of the dee d
bodies were found. 

A : ae sh ere in the neighborh›ed of a mile. I do not go over it its e
straight the so I have not a very good idea of the distance. 

Describe the topography of the ground on the line of what appeared to b e
Gels . Cutter's retreat, taking it from the place where yeu sage the first 
evidences of fighting and following it all the way through, refreshing
your sa cry frog any memorandum or data you have. 

A . I have no en') of the field end there is nothing I could use attest the w
of Lieut . !Aware. sheen we found the first horse wee a revise, making
a little valley running into the river . On a knoll was the first eau ,
and then another ravine manning into the first revive, then on a ridg e e;nd over to a second ridge. It was on this second ride the last 'teed 
was made. There was one ravine running in a southeastern direction th e 
side of it forming a ridge in one direction then trikinc another i n 
front of the position there was a second ravine running. into the river ,
beck of thet en ether ravine running in another direction, makin., Gen. 
Custer's last stead on a "T' shaped ridge . it was not the highest point ,
there 'vs a Maher point between it sad the river and beak of that about 
200 yards was a still higher ridge. 

(;e mast horse was it you found . 

A, It was a Government gray horse . 

Belonging to whet regiment . 

A. The 7th Cavalry, but ,teeth a tru star's horse or bel engt to th e 
grey company I don't know . 

e . .,fate whether or not a column of the size of Gen . Custer's coma) at 
the point you hive described where the evidence of fighting occurred , 
could have been seen or the sound of firing hear!, at the point oecu :ied 
by 1Ajor Keno's command on the hill, and state thy* thcte in suppor t 
of your opinion in that matter. 

A, The command could not he seen owinr to the intervening points . 71-ether 
the firing could be heard I don't know . I did not hear any, though 
others will testify they did . I heard scattering shots in the bottom on 
the left, no heavy firing . It tee dove apperently in the village. 
Whether the Indians sere firing for their ern c e .ent or not I don' t 
know. It did not sound like figMing . 

Considering the time that bad elapsed from the final separation o f 
Custer's co d preeperstory to the attack, up to the time .°jJor iieeo 
had %ekes possession f the hill, and taking that time and all the cir-
etimatenoesS into consideration, Mate from yaur on vies of the field of 
battle, either at that time or subseeenently, state where Gen . Luster's 
column :rent have been when a jor 'ono first occupied that hill . in amew 
to the question state fully the feet :, w'on shish your opinion as a 
military man is based . 
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By the time we got beck to the top of the hill, he mutt have been engaged 
sonewbere beyond the point where we found the first dead new, or in tha t 
vicinity. Re must have been fighting at the tine . That is own private . 
opinion: i can't give any facts in ouppart of it. 

tete to the Court whether any reinforceiante reached a jar ;ae=on after his 
e egement .with the Indians : when, ohore,, mad how any, and under what 
commending officer or immediate commander . 

non after taking position on the hill Cept . Bentsen with throe companie s 
cane up. 

Any others. 

A . After some time Cc;t. a .ouge ll with Company ani the peek train ea e u p. 

the effective force of these reinforcements . 

A . I don't know exactly, but C apt . 8eateen must haarEa had about 120 men. 
ll'e company probably numbered robe ly 45 or O : and with the 

peek train ware ten men from each of the eleven other companies . 

. Capt. MaDougell's company including the pack train numbered hoe many . 

. rob&.ly l4 or 14b men : I don't know positively. It is simply an
 

estimate .
 


c. :Attu if you ewe the: eons in. 

A. I did, but did not count these . 

Attar eaach troops united with or t erno's c o mpete d , who a nr ed the whole. 

A. dtsjor tea. 

How long was after jar no'e .casand had taken position. on the hill 
till Caat . Benteen arrived end hew long till Capt. McDougall arrived . 

A . I don't think it o as aware than ten minutes till C4 t. Banteen came up . 
was well on to an hour before the pack tr:3in t=en in. 

From the time Major Reno took position on the bill describe the abstracter 
of the engegement, if any, which there ensued es to number of Indiana and 
severity of netting on that day, the 25th day of ;unto 1876 . 

on we first occupied the p oa it i ron. the Indians commenced firing on us. 
y 'era coming beck from that proved to be Gen . Ouster's battlefield . 

They came up and occupied several f the high points that were down th e 
river teem us, others passed wound ens took position on our right, retbe r 
up the stream, on a little knoll. In front of our position was a load° 
ridge, and they occu pied that and poured in a heavy fire till dark von 
on : it was almost a e ntinu€au* roar of firing. Y'ometlaes there would b e 

little lull end they they wau ld eommencee with a volley .e 

as there any decrease in the number If Indians that engaged Major Reno' s 
command. on the hill that city : if no state approximately whet decrease , 
at what time and how loaf a ft'r ' ajor eno had taken his peaition on the 
bill . 
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A. Noon after Capt . Bentsen come up, while wait . m .° for the peek trein most 
of the Indians left the bottom we came from, some of them occupying th e 
points between us and where een . Lueteer'r ft ht took place, the 
remainder went hook into the village. There was ea high bill which con-
cealed the upper pert of the village from, us . Aft>°r going into t o 
village they crossed over and enceged in the fight with Cen. Custer, but 
we could not see thew erossimg on ace :mnt of the high ground. eh code! 
only see the upper and of the village from our position . 

-tote aeeroeimately hew many Indians continued to engage l',* jm r Noe o' e 
comment titter the withdrawal of a porti m of them as you have testified. 

A, `chile a were waiting ter the pack . trein no material engagement wee going 
on: we were waiting for the train to coma with the *munition ar ther e 
were only a fee scattering shots fired : no heavy firing . 

C . whether or not, if you knee, Copt . Bentseen's command had bee n 
engaged with Indians ue to that time . 

I don't know that it had : I know there were o essualitiees in his 
command at the time he joined us. 

here was Major Reno and what was he doing and whet ordere eta he rive , 
if any, from the time his command took poeitionn on the hill up to the 
close of that day the i'hth day of 1u:;e, 1876. 

A . I saw Ajar Deno several times. I sew him go to the ford whore we 
crossed to sae Lieut. Hodgson's body or do smaethin;, with it . I saw 
him come back . saw him when rem attempted to move on after getting in 
s supply of ammunition. That orders be gave I don't know. I did not 
hear any. 

After Major Reno's comma:t nd had taken its positioe on the bill, stele 
whether there was any solicitude or uneasiness on the part of that comman d 
or any portion of it as to i+►merel duster's column? and if so state the 
nature of such s=olicitude or uneasiness* 

A. I`hsre was no uneasiness whatever : I herd r': t deal of swearing abou t 
Gen. Custer running off and teevi nr us . 

C . Nes any edvnnoe, recon oieeance or sortie mde by the troops under 'aja r 
Rent s commend on that any, the n5th day of June, 1376, if a e in ghat 
direction and for whet purpose . 

A . I saw ore ;t . <•ier's company clove out in the direction which proved to be 
towards eon. Custer',► battlefield, end ;after the a .wunition me dis-
tributed, the satire command one moved in that direction. 

7 0 Do you know why that movement was made. 

A . a were going tq find out where peer : . Custer had one to. I went .to as 
point where I could see where Can . i;ueter's battle took pleas. Indians 
were all : mar the country but no f'ir .na was g ;ing am, There was no 
particular disturbance - all wens quiet . Capt. Moylan was unable to hoop 
up with his wounded, end the Indians were amine bask with a heavy farce , 
and as he could of keep u ; with us we had to go beck to him. 
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Hem soon after Valor Reno took position on the bill s pt . ier sent
forward . 

I don't know h v 10n after: it vas before the pack train cams in . 

coc., you state app 

A. No sir. 

.« #este ether or not Coat . ier's nomad returned and when . 

A. I aas not sure, but I think ea net his co sy as the other part of the 
command moved out . I d w 't know whether he had got beck before we !owe d 
out or not . I think he m : very near where we started from where w e 
moved out towards him. -

w hat time in the day was it when the comae returned to its on elz .i 
poi itioa€, as weer or you aka stet+. it . 

It was somewhere about betleen 6 and 6 o'clock. 

= , Mate as tear as you can whet had been the aesnalties caw the troop s 
under the command of s jor AAeno at the close of .he 25th day of June 18,60 
id what effeet#ve twee hod he when night eel* on, 

I . I eau only give you those of the three companies in the botteme I know 
there wee one ;can of Capt. =fer's company wee end left by him it hi s 
advance. Teem of "h." company were killed : the first aer .eant wa s 
killed within a. fee yards erns . Of Cat. Benteen'a conpeny severe-1 were 
mounded and one or two killed . :fir the eom anies in the . bottom one los t 
m one lost 17 u:nd the other l° killed . 

o the aloes of that day those were the easuelties as you r er1ber thee . 

A. Yes sir that is as near as I remember than of the throe conies in 
the bottom. Then the other co hies lost some. 

Now you hew* stated I believe that you knee of two awn at the place where 
Major keno first en ! the Indians and heard of one other . Nov state 
if yet: ken*, what were the casualties in ajar sera's commend in goin g 
free that lase to the position at the hill. 

A . I have the total killed in the. bottosi. hoe+. I sew atn be deducted . Co. 
"A" lost 8 killed and b wounded : Co. "+'" 11 killed ; Co. " 8 killed 
and two wounded . 

c . j%o those pertain to `ee jor eno'a c ad, going fron the first poet on 

bask to the position on the hill. 

A. -rtncipelly. 

Ca* You heave testified that at a certain time on the afternoon of that da y 
a. decrease or .pparent vi tbdrewel of a portion of the Indiana who were 
attacking e* jor Reno's position on the hill took plane. 

A. Yes sir. 
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Row state whether there was saaubsaoquently on that afternoon any perceptible 
increase in the number of Indic* engaging Major Roo ts command . 

A, There was. 

C . :diets their number so near as you can that engaged him that eveuin = and 
the approximate increase . 

A . That I can't state accurately, for one moment you see an Indian and th e 
next you don't. I can only estimate them from the nuaher of shots fired . 
There were a good many Indians — n goad many more than we had men. 
There must have been one or two thousand, judging by the ground occupied 
and the number of shots tired . 

Lo yeu refer to those .one or two thousand as the increase . 

A . Yee air, they were increased fully that for at one time there were but fe e 
Indians on the ground we had loft. As we weaved forward we found Indian s 
'between us and here den. ouster had fallen. 

o . het time of day was the increase . 

1. We got back between 5 a ud 6 o'clock : it :must have eameemoed abo 3 
o'clock. They did not bother us much till we started forward, then the y
commenced their second atteck on us, and took up every plots of groun d 
that would give than a position to shoot from. 

state from whet you saw at the time and whet, subse-. uently mat* to your 
knowledge, whether the same Indians that engaged d e jor eno afterward s 
on that day also bn€ged Ran. duster's end, or vice versa, and itat e 
in full what are the evidences that such was the cane . 

A *	 	 I really don't know. They left us and prabaebly east thew end took part 
in that fight, but they had men enough to hers fought both ecteemeands ; 
that I have learned from the Indians since . otter the fight with Gen. 
Custer was over, I have no debt there were plenty of Indiana that were 
engaged in it ce beck and engaged us. The Indiana all left our - front 
after we loft the bottom, and evidently mat in that direction, bu t 
whether they to:3k pert in the °i -ht or not, I don't know. They wood up 
in that direction and rye beak with the others * 

from the time Major hono's commend took position on the hill till dew o f 
that day the 25th of avne, 1876, state what kind of eoether prevailed , 
whether clear or cloudy, elan or rindy, and if windy what was its iten ;==ity 
or degree and in e het direction reference to I s jor limo. * commend, am p: 
that of wen. ouster es a 'tareerds e c 'rteinsd by you . 

t . 

fit . as to the wind I don't knew : there was not much wind if any. I think
 

it s rather cloudy. I remember seeing the sun go down as a rod bell.
 

That in ebout the oni,; fact that impressed itself on my hind ; and I know
 

the next day was cloudy and rainy . 

C . 'escribe dully an clearly the condition of ajor } eno's camera and on 
the night of the P5th of dune, 1876, in regard to its effieteney und 'tut s 
the causes therefor, if arty. 
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Thefts were several wended ; I don't know the exact number: otherwise 
the commend was in good shapes lie men were tired and hungry and naffe d 
water, but they worked the whole night through in digging little rifle 
pits, and :orked willingly, es I heard so grumbling. 

e tete whether any measurements .arse =de after the battle of the Little 
Sig Horn, with reference to that tattle : if so when, for what object , 
by wham made and the result of such meeseuresreent . 

Versa ,lly I don't knows I think there were some odometer mtelseesu nts 
arcade by Lieut . I :ep,uira . .fter the fight I wen appointed regimenta l 
ed jutent and had nothing more to do iith making the survey . 11' d all I 
eluld attend to as Adjutunt . 

r.Than at o'clock, "' .M. the eaurt adjourned to meet et 11 o'cloc k 

A . ,. to-morrow, Thursday, Yers*ry 16, 18,9 . 

R T. 

Chicago, Illinois, 
Thuursday, Teeny. 1d, 11879. 

11 o'clock >; .
 


The Court net pursuant to edjournt.
 


%solvent
 


Col . John H. King, 9th Infantry
 


Col. eesley Merritt, 5th Cavalry
 


Lt-Col. . R. Royal?, 5d Cavalry .
 


Reeorder 

1st Lieut . Jesse M. Lee, Ad jt . 9ih Infantry. 

Major Reno and his counsel were also present. 

The proceedings of the last session, de fear es copied, were reed en d 

approved . 

Major Reno then suggested to the court that it could be in the interes t 

of truth and justice for the court to remove the reatriation iase*used on the 

newspaper reporters et the first day's session, and permit them to take ful l 

notes of the proceed inge of the court . 

Thsereupon by d ireetien of t e court the ecorder Mnnourced that th e 

reecsrters would be permitted to take notes of the r eed Inge. 

Major Reno then proceeded to the aroma Ameminatien of the witness Lieut . 

'entice es follows : 

vol. 1, p.4'. 
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At what time was th e ken into battalions. 

A, hortly rafter 12 o'clock on t of June » 

Befoe that time what had been the or ni sti ct taf the regiment.r 

one battalion, you m say under Usn . Custer. 

1.4 what position did jor Remo occupy at that time. 

*ply moved as the second in command . 

Nod he any specific command . 

No sir. 

s to y r knowle a any definite instructions from his command 
officer. 

So sir. I heard jor Reno say the day he left that he was directed to 
perform the duties of Lieautsneet hazel. 

It was after l2 o'clock on the 25th that the division ` the coanand wa s 
suede into b attalions. 

sir. 

Under whose command were the differwat best placed
 


the was placed under comownd of jor :x rtsna, ones
 

Bentsen and the other was taken by Den . Custer.
 


Shot were the anthers and letters of the companies under Capt . 3euteen. 

'T andCompanies 


were those under 


es", "0" and "M 


And the balance were under Lt . Col . Custer. 


.' " ,
There were five companies with Can . Custer: Cowan
 

wr and "L" .
 


shat was the number of an under jor Reno,4, 

A. It did not exceed 110 or 115 including : coKZtas . 

Row many were under Lt . Col. Custer. 

About 225, 

ny were under Capt. henteen. 

Those I only estimate as aomething larger than jor sno t s. 

with respect to that tributary creex where was the command
 

it was broken into battalions .
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A . stern side or slaps the little ravine 
forma the ereek4 

You had not reached the creak* 

0 were on that aide of the divide but where there
 

creek.
 


you hear the yr sere. given to at the tip the division 
was made. 

A. No sir 

Q. whet a O ! did. Batson take* 

ook his battalion *ad moved to the left » 


To what distance s in that direetitea. 


1 . t I saw of him» 

the last you saw him before, m,oting him t t3 M 

A. for three ruqrtwars of a mile to the left he pas hill out 
f sight. 

you afterma so him» 

or we retreated flaw* the bottom» 

there, to your owleed, e, any enhouncoment waad~e ter : i° no with 
regard to a junction with Capt. cwt ~3 . 

Not that know of. 

as there any plan that you know ofs for the reuniting of the dIrferen t 
battalions at any given point. 

hat I ever heard of. 

After .,ept* dentate disappeared u-ales what did o r 
e*o and Lieut-Colo Custer do» 

They moved dos% the little stress Cuataron the r au ear ono 
en the left . 

In that position towards eee other hoa' far did they mo that little 
stream. 

A. They must have moved from 9 to 12 miles » 

C* Then what happen 

A. »ajor Reno was celled aeroan to the rh Gan* Custer was 
movin, and the two battalions moved along in parallel columns some 
distance. 

did Lt. ■;ol. Custer ea h 

Tel. p.44» 
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A . He motioned him over, and I think afterwards an order came . I know a 
signal was made with his hat to him. 

C» Eta `or Henn crossed then with his throe cries . 

A, Yea air , 

bid the card of Lt. Col. Custer halt while ajar ono was elsesing
the Greek. 

A . MO I don't think It did . I ems not sure. I don't remember that they halted . 

% . C%en ya fix it this way : At what part of the column or Lt . Col. Custer 
did is jor Deno striker as be crossed with hia three ampoules . 

A . The heads of the two columns case together. 

Vas thr re any communication at that time between Lt . %al . meter and 
j or Bono that you saw . 

A . ]lone that I saw. 

they continue marching. 

A . They moved in parallel eolumns. 

_ . The entire ctcr~rrsnd was then on the right side of the creak. 

A. Yes sir . 

How long did they continua moving in that way . 

A,	 They mast have moved Deer a mile . 

. csre were you with respect to i:a,}or ieno at that time, 

A . I was riding to the left of his adjutant and his adjutant was ri ;iin to 
the i eb t of Major Reno. 

4. . The Adjutant was between y :u and Major Reno . 

A, Year sir. 

C. into was his nd jttant. 

A . lieut. Rodgaon. 

►fter they moved that mile what havoaed , if anything. 

Lieut. Cook, the Adjutant of the Regiment, sae from den. Ceuster to Major 
Rana, and * ,, Id to him the Indians are about two miles and a half Amid * 
they are on the jump: go forward as fast as you think proper, and charge 
them wherever yam find them and he will support you. 

.	 You stated ye terdey in your exeai tiaa in chief you had some d oubte as
 

to the statement then made : was that 'oubt as to any other pox-ton
 

than the word ewe" .
 


ad is not exactly clear : I know he Brass to be mapported . 
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Was it whether it vas 'we° or "I" that doubt.
 


ws
A . No : the adjutant would not use the term air '*i". s 
not apt to do so: he was speaking for someone else . 

Tour doubt vas eas whet pronoun was used to represent Lt . . Custer. 

Yes sir: I un ,arstood that Gene ouster ems tv su prt him . 

C . oas that the first order you heard ivan to j+o~r ire after the division 
of the regiment into battalions . 

A . "Is sir, it seas the only one I heard given .
 


q .. After that order as received hew lint did ylu continue eith or Bso
 

toward the ford . 

I eant inueed nit)), him till after crossed . 

*d been a mother order sent to bin beettiesen the t , y be received 
the one you speak of, and the crossing of the ford would; • have beerd: 
it . 

A. Yea sir, .I would be very likely to have hea d 

,,. Lid you hear any. 

A. No sir. 

After that order a received what did ejor Reno do. 

A . Re moved off at a Gallop . 

For suet distance.
 


Till we es a to the eroesirer . of the Little: Big born, there they had t o
 


to a walk and the heroes sae : tered . 

After they crossed the etree nt what followed . 

The gemmed through a little belt of ti er end hatted end closed 
up the column, end after entering the open ground they food in line.
 


I wish to ask you ee an offic e of cavalry whether, if a body of cavalry
 

is advancing towards a streaa at a reT14 gait it is not elwaaye* thrown into
 

some little disorder end need star little reeor isin,g on the opposite
 


side of the strew.
 


Yes sir: I never sex it fell ..
 


The disorder on creasing *stream is to evtdee►aeas of demoralization
 


A . It will always -mss cur in spite of sway prsoeuti one I ever sax, 

At the time the halt was ands on the farther aide of the river eayeo kno w 
Col. s ueteer .whether ` j or ,no sent beak any messenger to It. 

po, I do not. 
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id yoi knew two mean aged NeMlargy and 'Mohan.
 


I knew fallergy and had heard of Mitchell.
 


4. 1:-id y aver see those me* after the ea ed eraeseed .tae river .
 


A. No sir, I don't remseber seeing; then.
 


Co if those mesa bed perished or either of them had been killed by Indies
 

in that bottom voulti Tem not have been liable to know it .
 


. Yes sir.
 


C . If they bad been killed at any other time while under the commend of 
Jar keno would not your duties hr:ve acquainted you with that feat. 

A * Yee sir 

Did Tau ever see either of those men after . 

No sir* 

',. . How far from Major Tien* were you 's% the time he passed out of the ester 
on the opposite beak* . 

A. I don't remember now . Ae I passed out I turned to the left bad halted 
and filled my canteen with water. 

The left looked up the river. 

A. Yee air. 

.. You did that while aJ7r env passed +n . 

A. Tes sir: I knee there would be a bolt to close up and I took ndventag e 
of it to fill my canteen. 

:peaking of the manor in ehieh the cavalry lea erred at that time ; did 
they have sabres. 

A. No sir there ens not a sabre in the command . 

Q. mid they have revolvers . 

Tee sir. 

c: . Sow many cartridges did a cskv41 n have for his revolver . 

A. They usually have their revolvers loaded and enough to Toad them twic e 
more - 12 additional rounds . 

C . id they have that number of rounds that day . 

A . I don't know that they hed* 

a fter a oa►veirymu expends the eertridges from his revolver his revolver 
is useless. 

A . Tea sir. 
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They wire a r with carbines. 

'!ee sir. 

pcuss did the, have for their carbines. 

hey were supposed to have 50 on their bodies and 50 in their saddle-beats . 

fter Major Acute reformed the ccrpan i es what followed . I wish yeas to 
seek in eonneetion with this hap of Lieut. quire's . Considering the 
command now et whet was done; first epeet of the array in which th e 

s placed, end then what followed . 

A . =hen rye Crrossed at " " the commend wss moving it column of twos .. the 
u l order of moving over a rough *muter. A=fter_ passing sorest they
were form=- in column of fours . bet was in the thither ; as they passed 
on the open prairie companies end wire reread left front, into 
line. They formed in front, end "Q" eomensy formed a line in the rear. 

. . be commanded Co. "A* . 

A. Capt . y1en. 

.. Who *emended Co. G . 

A, Lieut . elute sh. 

4,Z. Co. 

A. Cspt. !psneh. 

=` . abet followed them. 

They forced in line es they seewr mitring . after forming they moved in a 
trot for seise distenee end: thee in a ello; . es they coved in a gallop 
the : .djutant theme to raw morally end they hsd to increase their gc it and 
fern on the left of the line, fain ng a line of three companies, Co . "t3* 
on the extra left. a wined on in that order till we reached the woods. 

q . I went to go back; do ";se or net ra ee er whether you were aecompenie d 
to the ford by the hd jutent, Lieut . Coot and Capt. Lee r. 

They started on v ft h us . I caw there end beard thee to lkisg as ,ws rode 
along. 

I speak of that eri gad of time when eaor 'e3e stetted to oh.) the order 
f Lt. Col, Custer to cross the dream* 

A. That is what I rae•en . They were with us when ve started from Gen . <, uerter, 
and were with us Alen we crossed beak to the left of the little stremn 
which runs . unto the Little Sig Horn . I thought at the time th, ,t they went 
into the fight with us . torn they turned heck I don't know . 

you see them after the fight till you found their dead bed ee . 

I414 not. 

If they bad continued with you of wines they w= .anld net heel been where 
they were found . 

A . No air. 
48
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After the three companies vere formed in lie what bap ; ensd. 


They moved on at a gallop till we approached the 'mode end the comman d 

prepare to fight on foot use given, When they diseeounted, lreavin Y th e 

horse-holders mounted 


That wees the character of the m e n of that command - vcre they all practical 

horsemen* 


o	 sir.
 


re they all ;:Ran to , ie: th+e service .
 


ones had been in for three or four years : others two years, and in *a"
 

co ny, of which I was than `°d tieuten,nt ., we received O new recruit s
 


sea we passed through ct . Paul in the latter part of April.
 


. were not some of the enlisted men indifferent horsemen *
 


of them never were on a horse till they mitered on that campaign.
 


f =u know in point sf fact, nhethnr durinf that gallop after the
 


cowries forte a continuous line sane of the new recruits had lost, to 

some extent, the commend over their horsees« 


A. I know how it was in my own company : I had a good deal of trouble Sa 
keeping thee: etroight there* 

.' . At what point was Major I1euo whets you halted . 

in front of the line : rather in front or ri .ht of the cantor. 

:abet seta done when you halted .
 


T command vas dismounted and deployed a skir ish litre.
 


Omit was done with the horses.
 


Takeo by the horse-holders into the timber*
 


hot portion of the men act as horse-holders. 

; . The companies are counted off in sets of four, end No. 4 of each set is a 
horse bolder. 

Theo one-fourth of tho grad is employed in that service* 

; . lee sir* 

;« At the time ru halted, and indeed before you halted what number o f 
Indians had been seen by yourself . 

A . I will have to estimate. There were soasthing over COO . 

ovate if there were evidences, by the dust or otherwise farther down the 
volley, of a large body of men in motion in your direction . 

A. There was a heavy dust in that direction. 
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C . Did that indicate the presence of men riding toward you . 

A . It indicated the presence of mounted men . 

C . When you oro ssed the river the order under *tab Major Imo acted was
predicated on two ttiiage : first, was it not that the enemy were floatag e 

• A . That was what I understood from the order -• the Indians were ahead, on
the jump. 

And next that the entire eammand would Mow and support you . 

A. Yes air. 

That was the way you understood the order . 

A . Yeas sire 

a . was not that the understanding of the order by every other officer . 

A . It was with those I talked with after and during the fight . 

C . After you dienounted and the horses were seat to the timber the skirmish 
1in - was formed. 

A. Yes sir. 

Doss this dotted line on the map represent the position sad angle corractty . 

A . lit) sir. 

r . . `_, hat should be represented on the map . 

A . I can't represent it here, Vas map is not correct : it doer not represent 
the ground. 

Q . How wo'ald you represent the skirmish line . 

A . By outtin . off about three-fourths of it . 

C . Was the angle at the time such as it represented there .
 

A . The left was farther to the front : more towards the village . 

C. Too say . jor Pone had shout 110 or 115 men . 

A . Yes sir. 

.
What was the distance between the men on the skirmish line
 

.
Five yards is suprosed to be the interval 

vetii atine the number of taw and the distance what was the length of th e 

skirmish line. 

A . He probably had 70 or 75 mien on the skirmish line. 

Q . What diatomite would that cover .
 

.
A . If ho had 75 mte' there would be 74 intervals of 5 yards each
 

50 
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Then at the time the dismount was >nsde Indians had already been soo n 
in i Nhers front 200 to 300, end there *are indications of a larger, can 
hey a much larger body at the upper end . 

Tee sir. 

C . %hen was the first shot fired by the Indiana. 

A. i'ter we bad moved dorm about a mile a a half or a mile and three -
quarters . 

C:. Before or after . you dismounted . 

A. Befo e. 

eQ. 'gat were the Indians doing at the time you diearountW were they stand-
rug sill or moving. 

Riding in r:iar Indian order and tiring .
 


Mbvin g in what direction .
 


A. Around to our left and rear. 

nose that take than between yourself and the ford . 

A. Tea sir, the ford we crossed first . 

Q. That was the position and conduct of the Indians at the time you 41e-
mounted. 

A . Tee sir. 

After the skirmish line was f Ord what followed. 

They continued to pour around, their numbers increased slightly it front. 
They were not standing st ill, they were riding all the time, firing as 
they e, eond ware asaing on the bluff or rather slope on our left ou t 
of range. 

What was the skirmish line doing at that time . 

A. They adrrrtcei ; til the r1= bi struck the loop of the stream aid than halted . 

Co, At what part of that map do you indicate thrt loupe 

A . Below the point "C". 

Then the position of the right of the velum at the time you now speak of 
was lower than "C" . 

A. Tee sir. 

When that pert of the aid reached that point what was done with the 

skirmish line. 

It halted. 

eat was done then.
 


:hey w er firing all that time .
A .
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Did they remain in. position. 

A. They did till the left was compelled to fell back, then Nan entire line 
had to retire to the woods . 

Q. At. that point or a little before that time the troops were actually en -
gaged in fighting, 

sir they fired on. us before eret dismounted 

4 . a or mho doing at that time if anything. 

A . After he had aeon the eem is lime, he took Co. "4" into the woods, and 
I only know from hearsay that we went to that point of the woods neares t 
the village* I don't know whether to rake a sally into the sill a er 
not. I know he went-there with that one company. 

Q. what officer of Co. *G" secAraied him* 

A, Lieut. McIntosh. 

. lies killed. 

A., Yes sir, eh the retreat from the bottom. 

id you see Major no at the time he took Co . 

Yes sir I se eh into the woods* 

net was his a nduct as an officer in respect to judgaze~at s ud courage 
at that time . 

A . All that you o tuld expect from any one . 

Up to that time how does the- disposition of the fetes and the bandit%
 

of them meet your JU t as a soldier.
 


I don't think they could have been hs*dled any better.
 


After ` ajor Reno returned from examination at the edge of the timber
 

what took place ,
 


vs been soon after his return the charge was ordered .
 


Did you hear the order given. 

A, I heard the wend sassed dos* t~r€sr c to Vat they sere going to 
cha me* 

i; ith respect to the firing of the tr3ope : limit it not ter the informs-
tion of the Court, but to complete the r rd, .hat is the practice of 
soldiers engaged in bottle with Indians in pee :t :.am as those nsw oceupy 
with respect to volley firing . 

A. I newer rd of a nry.
 


;' . Scold not the firing be by each man.
 


A . Lech en loads end fires at will, and selects his own object to fire at . 
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Q. Is that the al practice. 

A.. Yen sir. 

Q .	 	 hes such practice followed by that mod. 

A . Yes it wee individual firing entirely . It starts out as file firing . but 
during the fight each span fires when he gets a good chance without refer -
ewe to any body on the right or left . 

Bed the troops been firing frequently or not . 

A. Yes sir, very frequently. The difficulty vase to prevent them firing too 
mash. 

w,	 	 Do you know what *mount of ammunition had been used by the en - the 
average eft of smmunition. 

I know that their 80 r*unds of ar :m utition were pretty well used up, for 
one company h d to withdraw part of their =len to get ammunition from th e 
waddle-begs. 

Q . HO, long had you been in the timber at that time . 

A . They bad to withdraw to get ammunition before the line was drawn in. 

e. .	 	 During what tine were the 50 rounds used. by the troops. 

A. That is a herd question to answer . 

Q . as it a half or three quartere of an hour. 

A. to were in the bottom about three quarters of an hour, and about two -
thirds of that time we ear- on the line .
 


p:. . It would reequire]eetthen three--umrters of au hour to use that suc h
 

ammunit ; on.
 


A, It id not require it, but about that much time was occupied in using it. 

Us there other ammunition within reach of the tratopn on that side of the 
river. 

bo sir. 

You say as you went back the Indiana rode u ; and fired cot the cavalrymen 
who were not using their , pistols: what rag s the reason the men did no t 
use their pistols . 

`robably they had fired the six rounds . 

C. And their pistole were empty. 

A . Yoe sir. 

Before ajar €eno retired from the timber, bast me the potation . of the 
c . 

Indians on the left aide of you .
 


A, They tare all around us.
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Q. sere they between the ford "A" and yourselves . 
A. Tee sir they were at the ford "A'° long before the lim e was drawn intothe woods . 

C . In any considerable numbers, just before retiring . 

A. Yes sir, lots of thew. 

w go, were they on the opposite side of the river . 

A, The were moving dowu there in large numbers .
 


are they in the timber itself, opposite where the command was.
 


A. =o few were - they were getting in there . 

*. ,°o you remember having had a conversation with Capt . Moylan while in the 
timber, with referents to sending amore parson beck to communicate wit h 
Lt. Col. Custer. 

A, It was not in the timber, it was on the line soon after the line advance d 
to where it halted . I than for the first time saw the village, and look-
iag beak I did not see G% enn . Custer coming . The first officer I net was 
Capt. Moylen, and I said to him the v illare was there and asked him i f 
we could not communicate with :gem. Custer. There was a half-breed sect* 
there by the Dena of Jackson, and we asked him if he could cot go back . 
Re waived his hand to the rear end said there vere too nanny of them fa r 
one man to go through. That was the first time I had seen the Indian a 
in our rear. 

Q. Cep to that tins you Greeted Lt. Col. :;aster end his manta support you. 

A. Tee sir. 

Felting in view the position and mbar of the Indians end the condition 
in which the troops were than under Major keno, end their nu near, whet 
in your judgment, was the correctness of the order be gave, to move t o 
higher ground on the opposite side of the river . 

. I think it was about the only tAug be could have done under the circu -
et= noes. 

You aware asked yesterday about the casualties the commend received o n 
the way from the timber to the hill top on the opposite 'side of the river. 
That in your judgment would have been the casualties of the command i f 
they had remained in the timber. 

A. i!ajar Reno and every scan with him would have beezl tlled . 

Q . That is your judgment . 

A . Ted sir. 

C . that your judgment at the time . 

A . I did not think so much about being killed: I thought it was a pretty good 
idea, to jet out of there . 
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Q. `hen the plan of Major Reno in retreating frc7a the timber at that tim e
meta your approval . 

A . Yes sir. 

Q. Has time and reflection confirmed l it that same view. 

A . Yes sir. 

Q. I oak your opinion as a soldier ; when an officer is sent ai th a part a t 
a command to attack a fleeing enemy, and he finds that insteed a[ th e 
enemy being in flipht they are advancing in considerable numbers t o 
attack him, is it not a miter of discretion with him what shell be hi s 
conduct . 

A. I should think no. 

Q . then an officer is in charge of man, and is in a position which in hi s 
lodgment is not prop mr for defense, and has to be abandoned for one more 
suitable for defense, is it not withir his diseretioa to return to th e 
other position . 

A. It is his duty as an officer to do so. 

Was it his duty es an officer to wait till a conaidereble part of hi s 
command was killed before he ventured to make the mreve . 

No sir: it was his duty to take sere of his command. 

C. If jor Reno was satisfied that the timber could not be held agains t 
the Indiana and a more advantageous position could be taken ou the bluff 
on the opposite aids of the river, was it not his duty as an officer to 
go there. 

A, I think so. 

,. at was !ajar = o•s condnet with regard to judge at end discretion in
 

the timber, as far es you sew it .
 


A . I think it wee rood, the only way in wh eh it could hate twee oerried al t 

Q. That was his behavior with respect to courage . 

A. I could not find any fault — I think it was good . 

Q. Did you see any evi*.ence whatever of fear on his part during that time. 

A . None whatever . 

Then the movement from the timber to the heights on the opposite side of 
the river met your approval as a moldier . 

A . Yes sir. 

And still meets it. 

A . Yea sir. 

The osrerand was passed to charge back to the river . 

t .s 
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'Yes sir. 

Do you knOw who gave that ea>rml . 

it. It aunt have origit►atted with Major Remo.
 


%id it got to you in tho4rdimery way.
 


Under they
 
 air s tthcars it did : there was not time to sent an orderly
with it, and the order was passed donna the lime .
 


. That was the way you received it.
 


Tee sir.
 


C: . In what ardor did the force return to the river ? 

That I e3 n't say accurately : I think it was Go. "A" then ~}* them "Oft . 

Co	 	 Where vane Major Reno in referenda to the oommam d 

vaunt have been at the head of the *column — I did not see him . 

After the command reached the river, whet took place: they Wised through 
what kind oft country. 

A . They turned the point of a ridge and up a vary steep hill through the 
bad lands to the top of the ridge . 

C . They reached that point which is marked on the map with circular lines ? 

A. They stopped about where the dotted line ends . 

e. liow ratty seen had been killed as Mra ed in the bottom during that retreat. 

There were about F5 killed and 7 w led tm the bottom.
 


Heir many in the timber .
 


A. I don't tee' only by hearsay. I saw teem! heard of or es in the timber 
and there were er*e or two wounded in t` re that I heard off icers speak of. 

_ . o y eo know ether at the time or before the time Major Reno decided Vs
 

leave the timber there was firing from the opposite side of the river
 

from the base of the foot hills or bluffs.
 


Mot from the base of the bluffs : there was firing from the oppoette bank 
of the stream, They fired into my company as I started to move out, an d 
they had been firing before that.
 


'30 you know whether before retiring, the Indians had a0emn000d to cross
 

from the other oide of the rimer to the side oa which you were.
 


coming, not from the timber, but across this bottom. There is 
timber indicated on the but there is no timber there. 

They were creasing the river to year right . 

A. Yes sir. 
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Q . viz as for es you can, the period of time when you made the first ford 
at "6" s the tins you reached the timber and the time yoe reached th e 
hill on which yen :Dade your final stand. 

A . I can simply give the %two t dioated b a: own watch. It was probably say
20 minutes after two when we crossed the creek first. I did not take 
such over ten minutes to set to the timber - say half past 2 . If . * 
were there 48 minutes, it wauid be a quarter after three or erroximatel y
that time when we mot on top of the hill or half past three taking the 
time it mould take to het beck to the hill . . 

C. A quarter after 3. 

A. Well, say half-past 3. There would be taking the time to go across th e 
creek and up the hill. 

Q. ''hen you reached the top of the hill, what did the command do . 

It halted and dismounted, and the first thing done was to get th e 
coatpaniee together, organize them, and then they had to count of*: again 
and dismount so ae to make another stand . 

Q. Were thheieindians on the hill-tops across there before you made the 
arose fug. 

A. Yes, sir; it has always been my impression that Lieut . Hoy°?son wa s 
killed from a shot fired from the bleffre. Dr. Le Wolf wee killed by the 
Indiana on that side. 

Q . What was done with the command when you were on the top of the hill ; 
what disposition was made of it . 

A . They were first dismounted and deployed on the onset of the bluff, en d 
then mounted and moved back and about this time word came that Capt . , 
Benteen was easing. 

Q . ho gave the order under which this disposition of the troops was made . 

A. It must have been made by Major keno. 

Q. Did you see j Reno at the . time. 

A . I was not close to him, but I saw him there. 

Q. Did you at that time see any indication of fear or timidity on his pert . 

A. one. 

What judgment did you form of the correctness of the disposition of th ee . 
troops at that period? Xas it proper or not ? 

A . I think it was . 

Capt. Bentsen was seen to be advancing. In what portion of the country 
web he seas to be coming? 

to us at that time. HA was not cowing over the trai lA . HA was vary clo p
we had come on, but he had diverged to the right, and was coaxing up there . 

How far distant was he from you when yhxsaw c aaaingl 
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A. Not over one or two hundred yards - rising tht hill.
 


rice he in advanss of his eomwoa4d:
 


A. I can't answer that; I don't know. Re was not very tar in adrence .of it 
anyway. 

_ . Da you know where the peak train was at. that time 

A . It must have been three miles in t bs rear . 

Could you see it:
 


. I saw the dust .
 


'. But you couldn't distinguish it.?
 


A . I blew what it was . 

L; . 3ut you could not distinoish, by your aye sight, what it gas?
 


No, sir; but I could see about whore it was by the dust .
 


Do you know whether Major Reno rode forward to zest }3entaen
 


A . Tea, sir; I think he did. 

r. . Do you know whether he at one returned to the commend ? 

I think they creme back ogother, but I em not positive about that . 

The troops, you said, had reachsd s point where they stood in ravine. 
Do you know whether the Indians were at the month of t hr. F ravine ; after 
you had come out, and when you were on the top of the bluff, do you kno w 
whether the Indiana were at the mouth of the ravine below > 

IA . Tea, sir ; they did come across below . 

5 . where wets Lieut . Hodgson killed l 

P	 	 He was killed about 51 yards after he hed enoseed the stream.
 


. . ' On the upper bank.
 


I . On the beak to which we had retired . 

On the ugper bank ? 

A . Yes, sir ; where tai' bluffs were. 

Do Tel. know Ohether any effort was made to recover the valuables fro m 
hie person, and, if e), who made that effort: 

A. Me j her Reno vent downs there with a rty.
 


, . %id be lead them hinseltl
 


k. He went with them . 

K . Re was chief in commend, of tours*); 
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A. Yes sir . 

ti . that was the number of the wen whom he took with him : 

A . I don't think it rims more than three or four . 

. A you accurate as to that number: 

1 .	 	 No air. 

,, . r`ho was with him as a noncommissioned officer, if you reamer. 

A .	 	 That I don't know. 

, .	 	 1)o you reamer whether the vrluahleg were recovered from the person 
of Lieut . f odgson2 

A .	 	 3 one. of •hive were . I know I beard Major Rena spelt of getting his ring. 

P . that time 

A. I think that we . the time . I think his watch was not obtained, becaus e 
it had been jerked out of his pocket before 1. Jor Deno got down there. 

3ut other things were recovered : 

A. lea, sir. 

After ; a jor teoo returned from the water's edge, or from the piece wher e 
Lieut . Eodgson's body was found, what di he do ? 

A . That I don't know. 

If Maj. .no at that time had been shaking with fair, do you suppose , 
as a soldier, that he would have taken those men and gone back to the 
ravine through which he bed just eooe 

A . I don't think be would. 

ows it necesaary for him to do sao if he had not ranted to do so ?. w 

A . No; he could have sent eon one. 

a fter he returned, what took place then in respect to the union of you r.Co 

battalion with the battali 7r under Capt . aeYtteen. 

A . I don't know. I didn't receive any orders, and I wee not clown enough ; 
his compa°.iee carte up there and were fors tine halted there . 

did he take his position : 

A.	 	 It was rather on the left of the position, I think, which we then occupied . 

Lower down the river : 

A . peaking rith regard to the river, it was up the river. 

True : I had forgotten the direction of the stream, . At that time, how 
were there in the command . How ? any 

.
;>en had you lost bytiny dead then 

being killed :
 

59

Vol. 1, p.59. 



��

A . a had lost twenty-seven killed, seven wounded, and dr . As oit and one 
scout and an interpreter . 

, .	 U here were the wounded men? . 

A . They sere there with us. 

They had not been ebF4ndoned? 

A. No, sir .
 


; . How long after Capt . 3enteen came up did the peek-train come up?
 


A . It must heave been an hour. 

:hat wee done by Mn ; . Rena and the officers and men under him, if anythir , 
until the pack-train came up? If a iy order a given to any company, 
state what it vas? 

A . I can't sty it regard to orders . I weal dot with Mr ., . Reno and didn' t 
hear Chet orders were given, ' gut I saw one company move out . 

``bat company was that? 

A . That was D company, under ( pt. eir. 

In whet direction did it move? 

A, It moved d •++n the stream tram the poe it i on we occupied . 

. It the directi an in which Custer and his men were afterward found? 

A, Yes, sir. 

.	 How lore after 'eeo and his men reached the toy of the bluffs, did Capt .
 

Zeir rove out with his company?
 


A. That, I doz,'t re- eMber. I can't state, for I don't recollect. 

d . Could you to your own satisfaction give any kind of an estimate ? 

Ad No, air. 

During the time that !dal . Redo wet there, and bear- (dept. :°eir mowed out , 
what kind of tiring did you hear is the direction in which Curter wa s 
afterward found ? 

A . all, in that direction. I didn't ha=:r any. I heard soma firing to the left . 

des it volley-firing, or tirtag such as would indiant^ that there was a 
general fight going on? 

A . No, air, it was not even whet you would cell sharp firing . It was ea few 
shots - scattering . 

_, . During the time that the pec -tri' in was coming up, Chet ettentior, if any , 
was paid to the Eouadd? 

A. There were Mors: water obt s fined, and they were iron water. I don't kllu w 
*tether the doctor gave them any medical attention or not . 
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r; . isre any preperstions ands to carry them with their command in ease 
the command should go forward? 

A. Nothing, only the company commander took off some saddle-blankets an d 
laid the mounded men on theca, and esei#hsd six man to carry each •mlde d 
mega... 

Theis every one of these wounded an required the attention of six me n 
while the column was in motion? 

A . Yes, air; at least, six, and they coulde't carry thece tar at a time . 

• There were seven wounded an at that time ? 

A. about that number - five or seven . 

Then you cannot place the time when Ce .t . "+.sir moved out, with resrect t o 
the time when red. Reno come to the top of the hei bta ? 

A . No, sir; it was tome ittle time after Ca to eir moved. 

Hoe locg after C 't . H eir moved out did the peek-trein come up ? 

A.«e11, I think the train cue up soon after he started . 

haat me dome when that ee up? 

A. 'There wres one mule loaded with ammunition - end the boxes were out ope n 
and the s wati ti on distributed to the *meanies . 

,. . To the men who had been in the timber? 

A. To the three companies that had come out. 

Mot was then done? 

Thou the companies were mounted, and we started on . 

In whet direction ? 

le the direction that . company had started in down the creek . 

.t whose orders? 

A . y Ma . . keno's orders .
 


t; . Then the entire command started in the direction that company I) had gone?
 


Yes, sir.
 

. t n4 ,Company D had gone, serer a a yom could judge, by NO . Reno" e orders?
 

suppo sae so . 

. That was done with the wounded when the march was commenced? 

. Capt . Moyle"' had to fall to the rear, and he tried to carry them long . 
He didn' t st very far, th 3u h, "until he found he was being left behind , 
and he seat word to see whether he could ;et assiatas ce froact. cLougelle 
he sent word that he couldn't go any farther. 
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Up to this time, bad there been say ci nunicatic rrhatemr between G . 
Custer's com000d and this? 

Hone that I have ever heard of . 

Had any communication been received by aj Reno or any officer under hi;.
 

as to whore curter woo, up to that time ?
 


Nothing only a trumpeter had been sent bade and said that he bad gone that 
way. 

C. TO whom was the Meter sent? 

A . To Capt . Bentsen. 

L . That trumpeter's name ens Martin, I believe, 

A . Yee, sir. 

Q. When wee the hest time that y ve . Custer salad his came 

A . soon after the orer was given to "nj. ono to mare >asheaod . 

. Before you crossed the river to go to the timber? 

A. Tee, at r. j s we were moving down the Indians were in our front and I wa s 
looking that may• 

ban the command coved out in the direction in ebioh Copt. Weir had been 
dent, whet was the order of the parch? 

A . His company, I think, wee ett1` mod, and then companies B end I came 
next, and after that, I am. not positive whet the order was . 

where was Maje env in respect to that ? 

. Be was ahead.
 


Leading it?
 


A. Yes, air. 

How far did the of nd move? 

I don't think we got more tittle a mixer that is, I don't thi the head 
of the column got more than a mile . 

Co Slat ,'s rt of the column where =nJ . Bono was? 

A . I suppose he woe there ; he wasn 't in the rear. 

. In what part were you? 

A . I was hard the .rear. 

With company G, I believe ?
 


I had sever: men of company G.
A . Yes, sir ;
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a . HOW did the column come to stop matrohing? 

A. I thought at the time it was because Cant. l4oylsn eao ld rot keen u : and
bring his wounded alb, but heavy firing had iced in front with D 
company . 

That was in etdvanee? 

A. Yss, air ; and I wee then assigned to a position on the right on a high 
point, and from there I could nee alb over where Cutter's battle had 
occurred, and there were lots of Indiana there riding around quietly, no 
tiring, going on. They seamed to be moving back our way. 

Co, In large numbers? 

Yee, air, the whole field seemed to be nroving toward us . 

Then you heard the firing of the company under Capt . air? 

A . Yes, sir. 

. ,hat did that company do? 

A. They dte ounted and fought for awhile, and then rowed beak to where Cap t . 
Loylan was . 

G,. Do you know whet order, if any, Lieut . re, the acting adjutant of the 
command after Lieut . Hodgson, had been killed, gave to Cat. r=sir? 

A. No, sir. 1 didn't see him start . 

yeti know what report he nude to Ma j . Re o after the emend had ad -
'Paced about a mile, or what order he had - Ivan to Cert . Weir upon his 
own responsibility? 

A. No, air, I don't knew enythinr bout that . 

; . How a the firing in front of Capt . esir'e company? 

A . Pretty heavy. 

How were the number of Indians - loge or not ?c.. 

A . There were plenty of them there and others cos rng up. 

hat would you setimste the number to be, so far <s you could estimat ew 
it ? 

A. Estimating all that I maw, there wore several thousand . 

was the action of company 1) ?to. whet 

A . They had halted there . 

C. But otter they returned they came back to the column? 

well the head of the coluth had reached aear that point .A. Tee, t it -
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had

. Oat notice did Maj . Reno then tails after Capt . Weir returned to the
oolumn? 

A. %all, I think the eo a bad moved up to about where Cart . kair was. 

Q. Then whet was dons? 

A. There was a general movement book . to the position we took and occupied 
during the .after noon of the 25th s dorms the 26th of June . 

Under whose order woe that movement mad.?
 


Ma j . Reno's, I suppose .
 


Q . Row was it made ; I mess, was it being done correctly according to the 
laws of military science? 

A. It was made quietly and actively. 

Q. In a way that now approves itself to your judgment? 

A. Yes, sir; there vas no rush . I know ray compeny moved beck at a walk. 

Q . Was there any high point of land an the ride of the riser on which you 
were that was and nearer to the water than that which Maj . Reno took when 
he crossed over? 

A. Yes, near the water . 

Q. =here was that? 

A. ae had passed over it going to the point where the Indians first engaged 
company D. 

Q. 3ut, in respect to the timber - ma there any high point dearer the 
water than that Which Ma j . Reno took? 

A. Yes, the one passed over and the one cs any tied at the point where it 
was attacked . 

~; . "'hen you returned to the place that you had occupied, when you crossed 
over the river, what disposition was made of the commend ? 

A . They were dismounted and formed, not in a circle but as near in a circl e 
as the ground would permit . The horses were put in one of the stoles of 
the ravine. 

Can you give any description to indicate the character of the ravine - wa s 
it like a saucer, 

A. Something like that, only with one aids oat . 

Q . A dismount was and ., and the horses were placed in tide depression ? 

A . Yes, and then the Men Were deployed sawn distance around the outside, takin g 
the crest of the ridge and occupying the lower edge of this depression, so 
as to form a complete chain all round the horses . 

Were the wounded men you speak of brought back by 1.j . keno, or were the y 
abandoned ? 
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They were brought bask and pincae3 iaeeide .16. horses. There was an awn apace inside of the irs.o,, in which the wounded were placed . 

Who gave the orders for this disposition of the command ? 

A . I suppose it was made under Mal . eno's orders . 

• is l see his nt that time ? 

A . I anew him riding round 'then the even were bei laced in poe ition. 

. What wee his demeanor them, in r eeat to courage? 

A. As good as that of anyone . 

Q. Did you see any ev'id'ences of fear bout blunt that time ? 

None. 

In your judgment as a soldier, hewing reference now to the canon d, an d 
its surroundings, and the forme opposing it, vas the di epoaeiti of th e 
command correct or not? 

A. It was the. best that the w utd permit o 

etion altered your vial of that ' 

A. No, sir; I .am still of that belief . 

a . = ere you protected in any way by rifle-pits, or any other artificia l 
prcartect ion at the time the comeand returned to this saucer-like hilito ;? 

No. There was scattering sage brut!h, but the =en simply laid down on the 
ground, 

During this tins what had been the oust of the Indians? 

.	 They were Surrounding us, and as we fell tech to this p ition the y
 

followed up the command, and occupied one or two high points ,
 

swung nor ad and occupied every hill end ° meat that would afford tha n
 

a position to fire from*
 


What time did you reach the points on which you made your stand ? 

. It was some time between 6 and 6 o'clock on the 26th of lase .. 

. . In aa. higher altitude to this? 

A . Yees. 

And at a time when the day was ninost at its greatest length? 

, .	 Ysa. 

At what time did deep twilight come cm ? 

A. It must hewn been 9 o'clock or afterward . 

The Indiana were an all sides ona tiring ? 

.	 Yoe. Giro 
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You had no rifle.pita, and were unprotected by any :artificial means ? 

A. Yee. 

at, according to your judgment, was the number of effective men Ma j .
Ram had then in his command? 

A. Between 250 and , I guess. 

C . How long did you ss7 the firing continued?
 


A, Until dark.
 


111i about p o'clock?
 


Yes.
 


C. what wes its character? 

A. It was very heavy.
 


C,. Have you ever seen heavier firing ?
 


A. No.
 


It ■as continuous?
 


A . Most continuous. `Where wo Id be a lull, 'and than it would start again,
and the bullets would come like bail . 

`=bat did the men do during the resat of the night? 

A. They scraped up a little place in the ground to :.et what shelter they
could . 

. . You mid yesterday the command had three spades? 

A . Yes. The Caen used their tiuecu a and knives, and axes were used for 
chopping the ground . It waa very herd and stiff, eamething like gutty,. 

o you know whether the command for the troops to fortify themselves wa s 
given by Maj . Reno? 

A, That I do not know . They caw moedYEi a opposite side, and es soon a s 
we could get the spades we scraped up places fee cur protection . 

..id you see fend during the night, 

A. I do not reamer.
 


`.t what tine did the fire recommence in the morning?
 


Before it was clear daylight.
 


r,. At shat hour would that be? 

/ 40 At that season of the year, it rust have been a little before 3 o'clock. 

4. How long was it continued? 
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A. It was continued hone Uly until after 10 o'clock . There was a good d ea l 
of firing from 10 to 12, but during the afternoon there was no continuou s 
firing but noo and then, when we got the men at work they wnu2d open fir e 
on us again* Later there were just a flow sharpshooters . 

, . At whet time do you fix that? 

A. It was afternoon about 4 O'clock,. 

*L t followed then? 

A. hell, later then' wan to firing at all, and about sunset, or before 
sunset - T do not rec mbar exactly which • nq attention was called to th e 
village. The Indians were moving, on the opposite aide of the arrant,
moving up thisgentle slope which runs book to the jig Horn mountains. 

You saw the Indian village defile before you on the opposite tide ? 

A. Yes . 

C . How long did it take them to pose the point of vi per you occupied ? 

A. A long time. They were !moving over country that was almost lesv'l . 3e 
estimated the village to be two and a half to throe miles long, and half 
e mile wide. 

2 het opinion did you fore of the number of fighting men in that India n 
. procession? 

A. At the tine I thought there were some four or five thousand . From whet 
I have beard from Indians since I think there were dine thousand . 

;,tat was dose by the coamand during the time you are speaking of - the 
afternoon and the evening of the lath? 

A . The position was changed slightly, so as to command the approechea to the 
water, and to et away from the at*neh of the dead horses and >•aen lying 
around . 

. Can you indicate the position on the map ? 

A. Hot on this map. 

How wen the command stationed when you took this now position? 

A, Ca ',t. 3enteen' company occupied a prominent point near where he had bee n 
located during the fight . ntrenohmantse had been thrown up there . Than 
to his loft, running down one of the open's of the hill to the river, wa s 
Capt. Weir's company, Celt . 'odf5rey' e, and mine, and, I think, leapt . 
:"-ranch's. On another ridge, running down on Capt . to on'ss right, was 

;, oylan ' and Capt. Mc .Do u g al l 'O e mtpany . The c oamiond was formedCapt . 
rather in the shape of a a, with the two ends resting on the bluffs abov e 
the river, and within the blenohoo of the U wee a ravine, d own which th e 
man could go and rush out and get mater, but the moment they would step cu t 
of the mouth of the ravine they would - be under tire from the bask opposite . 

q. Where were the horses? 

A. the horses were pieced in the head of this revise and sheltered flan firs . 

Tole rod?. 
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.o you remained during that nigbt i 

A. Yes, *L r . 

c,ia And how long the next morning? 

A. The next scorning we rained there until toward 9 o'clock. Then we saw 
a dust rising down the river, and by seoute being-sent out we found i t 
was Gen. Terry, and thus there wasn't so much attention paid to this line. 

N . 'het communication, if any, did you have with team . Terry, and reader whose 
orders? 

. 'when we found out who camas casing, Ma j . Reno directed me to go down to him 
and report to him who was up there, and shay him hoe to get up, bowies 
the country was very rough. 

Recorder Lee - What date was this. 

A . Thieves the 27th of June. 

Recorder Leo - 'hen I believe the ruling of this court was that this investi- . 
,fttion was to be confi ! to these emitters occurring on the 25th and -
26th of dune, and entirely to those days. I simply speak of this be-
cause the witness is now being eoeamined with ref ronce to events that 
occurred on the 2?th, concerning which the court is not ordered to inquir e 
into the conduct of j . deno. `urt ►ermore, I have net, in the exemina-
tion in chief of this witness, touched upon any matters of that kind . 
I did not intend to make any objection to the cross-examination of thi s 
witness, though it night oeoasi nall.y touch upon matters of the 2 5th and 
26th of Juno, that I had not brought out in the esxsninstion in chief ,
nor do I object in that regard. But to this question I submit whethe r 
it is not going beyond the ruling of the court . 

Mr. Gilbert Technically speaking, this objection is ;erhape correct. The 
26th perhaps should conclude the inquiry, bug the question we now ask 
ie strictly within the spirit of the ruling the t this court has sad*. 
That ruling extended the scope of ytur irvestigttion. Now we ask the 
question in regard to Maj . Reno's conduct, while he was in cob:sand of 
those treos, en': before he was relieved from responsibility, sad s e 
say that is a part of that general conduct which is in review befor e 

this commission . I will admit further that sane of the questions I 
have asked the witness on cross-examination are not responsive nor i n 
exe'laanstion of matters developed in the direct examination. I have asked 
them, not with ally desire to contradict the eitnee-s on en''hing he has 

is certainly one of the most Important witnesses to be pro -
stated.
 
duced by either side - if we can claim to have sides here. The recorder 
kindly turned him over to us yesterday afternoon, and I knew hies a urcee, 
of information had not been fully developed before this court . 'Vow, 
I submit it will be but just to have the entire conduct of Gold Reno 
during the time he was in *emend there inquired into before this court , 
so that you would have a full view of everything of iss, ortance the t 
occurred during that campaign. 

eAfter consulting with the other memb rs of the court the President 

*aid s
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'lie witness will answer the quention. 

Lair. Gilbert — That was the ctonv+arsation you had with Gem. Tarry at that time? 
I speak more particularly in reference to your ignorance of where Gem. 
Custer wean and the ignorance of the entire command ? 

A. In compliance with the orders of Maj. £ e©o, I mitred aay horse sat rod e 
down roar the ford where we bad reetrer ted, and t 4 .h . Terry beyond 
the point where our skirmish line had fallen beak . I reported to hint 
that I had been seat out by j . Siam to show him the approfahse to his 
position, 94 then naked se who were there . I told him Maj. h o with 

=penises axud be lent on to ask m in detail whet had occurred ;
bow the fight had a need, and the result . rhen I got time I they
asked him whore ° men. Chaster 'us, and received r reply that ;eve as t o 
understand that thee:, had all beau killed . 

the Liner you made this inquiry o did you iow where 
Custer was? 

ho, sir; I did not. 

" . as there any knowledge on the part of We j . Reno, or ehy officer or s ld te r 
of his grand, se to where Charter was? 

A . Noma whatever. e were looking for him cr the first night he was away 
and we didn't uncfeerstend why we hadn't ae= him. 

C. Now as exhibiting the degree of feeling on the pert of the commend, yo u 
stated yesterday there was son swearing in reward to Cutter among the 
commend under Reno . ;heat was the eha:;recter of thee? 

A, ell they thought that Cust er hid emit us in, and had sons oft and loft 
us to look het -- . forh4urael,,s that he had tads an attach end probably 
been detested, and he had gene dnwe the river t o meat +ern . Terry. 

Q . i you o over the country between position that d eeo held, and whets 
Custer and his men were found? 

A . Its, airs I meet over it on the 3th of iune. 

Q. Do you. kBow, rhether Leapt . outeen had teem seat over it before ? 

he He wee gent over it on the mornin : of the f?th of :hoot soon eftsr Gen. 
Terry arrived and told him abut it. 

`f'lu t set,* a day? 

Grt t . seeete as was to` .d to seddle up, and t=old toga and seeA . Yes, sir . 
ifhe could identify the bodies. 

who ghee that order? 

I do not know from *hence it +oemxnsted . Gen . Terry and i. aaa were 
together. 

On Lieut . Maguire* map there is a dotted line loading along the hig h 
land there on the same ide of that s tresm. 'sans that represent to your 

judgment the course that Custer too k with his non? 

Earl, 1, .b9. 
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Ad That I a: tumble to say. i t satire country was +fit up by pony tracks 
and I casn only form an aetiaate from the seen ■e found dead where Curte rhad fou# ;ht . The line to the right irashiaates, probably, es veer as we w i11ever knew•
 


r<hich line do you mesa now?
 


A. The line lewd ing Prom „a,, up.
 


"D is marked there as a ford?
 


A. The, sir. 

=id you amine the neighborhood at thet ford? 

A. Not particularly.
 


`; . Li: y du wee at that ford any inchientices, by blood or otherwise, that
 

there had been any struggle there, 

A. No, sir . 

d. If there had been an attemt to cross at that ford would there not hav e 
been something, to your judgment, to indicate it? 

A. There would have been deed horses e r dead en there . 

Deere there any dead horses around there? 

. There were, but not at the croastng. 7 hey were further beck .
 


Where has the first dead man found?
 


It was beak code two :,r three hundred yards, at the point indicated on
 


the map. 

d . Mere did you find the first of (:uuteer*a men ? 

A . That was the first. 

Q. here did you find the melt? 

A . A fter crossing the first ravine as we moved down the river. 

. 	 shire did you find the next? 

the ridge, following that dark line on the zap to the to d of the ridge. A . 
There were some few deund there xntil you reached the top of the ridge. 

C . How zany dead seen did you find ? 

A . That I ass unable to state. The way they were buried was the companies 
were formed in eolxmas of fours and nosed in parallel eolu+sraa, add eac h 

it mooed along would bring the deed it f,wnd, end after theycompany de 
had completed this duty the number that each eompeny comramd er bad buried 
was reported to me, and frm that the sum total wee made up. 

Q. You could not tell from your own knowledge? 

A . No sir. 

'dol . 1, .70 . 



tiK• ?'.:o	 made that d isposition of the troops ? 

A . Mar j . Reno. 

Q. '?hare was the company under 4npt. Calhoun found? 

A. That was found on top of the lf:.st ridge ; cot the one or which Gen. Custer 
was killed, but the one that ran at right angles to it. 

Q.	 Marked on the amp by the letter "D" ? 

A. fee, air, about that place. 

AA Capt . Calhoun's men, from the position in which they were found lying, 
indicate that the line had been drawn up in order of battle ? 

A, There was some indications of a skirmish line. 

+	 . Had you seen before you reached that point any indications of a skirmis h 
line? 

A. Juana. I afterward saw in the ravine same ran lying in skirmish order , 
but they were at the bottom of a deep ravine, and I don't know. how it was . 

q.	 , "hat company were they maMbers of? 

A. Of *Vs company - Lieut. :mith. 

k.	 a fter leaving Calhoun's than *hose did you find ? 

A . Capt. aeogh.
 


CZ . In what order wore they?
 


They were lying half 'ay down the northern side of the elope .
 


,-letwean Custer and Calhoun?
 


A. 3et,eea Custer and Calhoun, but half way dean the slope, an :, they appeared 
to we to have been killed running in file . 

Z . 6as their position such that it indicated that they had been brought int o 
skirmish line? 

A. I do 't knot. whether they acre in skirmish line or not. They were kille d 
at intervals, but, from their position , I don't think they c ruld hav been 
in skirmish line. 

%. Hos far from Calhoun's men were 'Vasil men found? 

A . Between Custer and Calhotm's man. 

. at what distance? 

A . The first wes probably nit more then twenty or thirty yards, and they wen s 
killed et intervals . 

q . They -Tre scattered along? 
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A. Yes, sir; as they went toward Gustier, 

After you passed Capt. Keoghs men viler, did you next find dead men? 

A . His men occupied the most of the ground well on toward Custer . 

4. sprinkled along? 

A. Tea, sir. 

q. here was Coster? 

A . He was near that roint marked "v' on the swap. 

Q. In what position were those men found about Crater ? 

A . They were right around . Four or five of than were piled up in a heap
beside a horse, and the body of 4 een . Custer was lying rather *crop s one 
of the men. 

Q . .Were there any indications of a prolonged struggle? 

A. They had struggled, but I do rat think for any great length of time . The' 
had apparently tried to lead the horses in a circle on the point of the 
ridge, and had killed than there, and apparently made at effort for a tins 1 
stand. 

Q, How many men were gathered eround Wit . Custer? 

A . Hell, there were about twenty or thirty, but not right around . 

here d idyou find the men of the other companies? 

A. They were stuttered all over the hill, south end east of teen. Custer. 

Ad you see any evidenee enywbere of any company being drawn in skirmish 
line - in a tors which indicated a prolonged res{ stance eareert the wen i n 
Calhoun • s company? , 

A . No, I did not, because they were not killed in order, but were scattere d 
all over the ground - not in a line but irregularly . 

C . Could that have been the position of the Lein, prating they had been 
drawn up in line of battle, and made a concerted resistance? 

A. No, sir.
 


Q, With respect to cartridge shells, did r.uj find any?
 


A. At one or two places I new little piles of twenty-Me or thirty.
 


Q. ,here was this?
 


A . They were near where Cart. Calhoun 'es killed . 

Did you find soy elsewhere? 

A. i, fery few. You would find them scattered around, but whether they had 
been used by the even or the Indians ==e could not tell . 
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Now judging by the number of cartridges at the position in which yo u 
found these men *operated frgm each other, and at irregular intervals ,
did you think that the et rsi gle with Gen . Custer and his command againn t 
the Indians lasted stay considerable length of time ° 

A. No, sir. I think the Indians met hiss as he ease down to this supposed 
crossing, and did not give aim time to make a stand . 

What was the character of the country for the puee:oses of protection -
sea it such as would enable him to make a prolonged resistance ? 

Ma; his position was on a ridge. There was ne nay of his protecting
himself. If he got behind the ridge to defend himself at one point he 
would meow) himself at some other point. The lead was a series of hill , 
and there were one or two points a little higher than the point he held . 
There mere no possible means of sheltering himself one the ridge he occupied . 

Judging from the number of empty cartridges, and fray the character of the 
ground on which these nan fell, and from the position they occupied towar d 
each other, what do you think was the duration of that fight? 

lot =eh more than half an hour 

From the point where you last maw den . Custer and hi* *emend . to the point 
where you finally found his body, what was the distance? 

A. It asst have been between six and seven miles. 

Can you fix the period when you last saw hind ' 

A. It was immediately after we received the order to move forward . 

What period or time, in your judgment, mould it require for a command 
equipped as his was to move from that point to the point where his bod y 
sea found, having in view the character of the country ? 

A . It would require more than an hour . They could not move at a gallop al l 
the we*. 

'ben Ouster had marched away whet number of men were id his mound? 

A . About two hundred and t enty-five. 

q .	 	And all Ouster's wen were killed es far as you know? 

.	 	 Yes. 

Hoe much fewer in number were those • under Na j . eon* sifter Col. Bantams 
had joined him, deducting the number of dead and the number of was nded? 

.	 	 ifter the union of the forces a j . no mat have had somewhere in the
 


vicinity of two hundred and eighty men .
 


( . I understand that to be the aggregate of Available men with Maj. Re o? 

A. Yes, after he was joined by the commutes of apt . Benteen end Capt. 
idc 11 . 

After you took up the position on the hilltop, in that saucer-like deprive -
aims do you knew whether the command sae assailed by the whole number 
of Indians? t7 
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A . That I cannot answer . 

Q. By what number of Indians do you suppose y were asesiled? 

A. There must have been several thousand, judging by the space they occupied,
and the Quantity of firing that was done . 

.	 	 Between 6 o'clock in the evening and about 9, when you say the firing
 
ceased, was the command protected by any kind of fortifieetion whatever ?
 


A . None whatever. 

Q. was there any other commend sews that *1'1600 rieno that crossed fie Littl e 
Big Horn river's 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Gilbert • tow here rises a little aeaberrasensnt on my pert . There is 
the letter of :r. ehitteksr which you have hed introduced, and it con-
tains matters net duly ereinet Maj . item), but indirectly against Capt . 
Bantam. If this entire record is to be considered by the court, o f 
curse I wish to negative, by cross-examiestien, the charges agst st .::j . 
eerie end Capt . Bentsen both. If t:a t . 3enteen's conduct is to pas s 
directly in review before this court, there were one or to sets of his 
which will always be memorable in the history of erne, and I 'meld feel 
that I had done injustice to him if I should permit this witness to leav e 
the stand without asking him in regard to :apt. 3ente a's heroic cherpe to 
get water for the wounded era. Tou sill see the difti .ulty► of my posi-
tion, and I submit it now for your advice and decision. This letter says -
I have not rem it, but I have heard whet its :outsets are - that Gen. 
Custer would hervc achieved a victory if it hadn't been for certain things 
on the part of MA J. T eeo and Capt. 4nteen . Ifthis entire letter is ad-
mitted, of course Sept. ilenteen's conduct will be before the court . 

Recorder Lee - The order is for en inquiry into the conduct of 'ea j. iiano, and 
although o great many people's and officers' names :may be mentioned in 
connection with this inquiry, and although it may be necessary to 4 ate i i 
what a great -many officers did as bearing some reelctton to the conduct 
of Maj . eon* on those two days, I 94111 hole that, es far as Capt . 
3enteen is concerned, whether his action was praiseworthy or the opposite, 
it is net to peas under the review of this court . 

Mr. Gilbert Technically not, but this cart has theatre of the reputa -
tion of a brother soldier, and if this matter is to be developed ac-
e :-:rdiag to this letter, then I ask that the reel pert Cwt. Boatmen sus-
%tined be this matter should be brought berat e you. I cannot leave 
this ease etandi'nt on one leg. If this pert of the letter censuring Capt . 
Bentsen is stricken out, it will be selifactory, but I cannot negative s 
part of this letter and leave the other pert to stand if it is to be e 
matter of consideration before this court . As a matter of justice t o 
Ca t. Bentsen, I submit it to the court . 

The court was cleared end closed, and after mature deliberation wa s 

reopened and the decision of the court announced as follows : 

"The court decides that it is appointed to investigate the conduct o f 

.j . Y. A . Aerie, of the 7th Cavalry, end will confine its investigeti on to 
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hat officer, and will not permit an inquiry into the conduct of any other 

officer, with vice to praise or snare. " 

e ilbert - Then that relieves us of one pert of this Investi tion . 

The erase-examination continued :. 

I wish you to search your aaemary through, end recall the events o f 
those two day*, ale Mats i n w h a t point, if any, no exhibited anyM , A

lack of courage as an officer end a. soldier. 

None that I ea n recoil, or 

sae there any point et which showed any went of military shill
in handling his commend ? 

A. No. I de not retell any. 

'tat w ; = the eondit3,on of the forces - the horses and the ,yen - at the 
time the major received his orders to crews to the attack? 

must love been pretty tired . 

Mr. Gilbert (to the court) - I do not wish to in wire as to any transaction 
before this t ire, but in order to fix the condit ion of the horses I woul d 
like to understand recieel3 what they hod gone through, if the court oyes
 

proper to admit me to do so.
 


The court assented and r. `filbert asked :
 


eh7t do you say the horses were very much exhausted ?
 


1. We left the mouth of the Rosebud on. the 22d of , as 3. made a march 
of twelve hilts that day . no next day, we cede ea mereh of thirty-thre e 
or thirty-five miles . 

That was the 23d? 

A. Yes* Teas ens not much grazing to be hed, and vary little greia to 
feed horses upon - not more than a pound or two, the regular allowsne e 
being twelve pounds . The next day we made near thirty stleee, a vent 
into cam. 1̀:-here was not much gross, for the ponies hod eaten it up . e e 
started again at 11 o'clock that night and moved on until about be?ylipbt . 
The horses were stopped again without anything to asst . r=at moved on 
win at 8 or 8:45, hnvin ; gore a ;out ton riles during the night. iron 
that point we moved on into the fight . 

Can you fix the number of miles? 

. During the whole time 

Ia respect to this last day in which you gave no time whatever? 

A . Gn the 24th we moved about thirty miles during the day, and during the 
night shout eight or ton miles. I, cannot yell the time, for I amid not 
see y watch. That would be about forty milers, the next day ere hewedInd 

anywhere from twenty five to thirty-five miles. 

4rax i rE y say was scarce? 
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There was hardly any. A nuMber of ponies had been round ther and ha d 
clipped the grass almost like a lavva sower . 

The Court then, at 1 :30 R.M. adjourned to meet at 11 o'clock A . W. , 

Friday, January 17, 18790 

P'I DAY 

Chicago, Illinois 
Friday, Jan' y. 17, 1879, 

11 o'clock, A . .' . 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment . 

resent 

'ol. John H. King, 9th Infantry
Col . Lesley Merritt, 5th Cavalry
Lt. Col. 6 . ii. i+oyali, 3d Cavalry . 

Recorder -

let Lieut . Jesse Lee, ,djt . 9th Infantry. 

Major Reno and his counsel +ere also present. 

The proceedings, as far rs they had been copies mere then read an d 

approved . 

The arteamination of Lieut . aallace by jar Reno was then continued a s 

follows : 

Lid Major ens less enyy time its moving from the hill-top in the direction 
in which Gen. C USter was afterwards found, after the packtrain came in . 

No sir I don't think he did . The ammunition had to be distributed afte r 
the train carne up, and it is my impression now that he moved on as soon 
as it could practicably be done . 

. 3elrin in mind the belt of timber from which you retired, the river yo u 
had to crops, and the hill you had to rise, vas that paint on the bluf f 
Viet i:ajor eno occupied as yell suited for protechnn as any other h e 
could have taken under those circunetaanees. I don't ask you to swear t o 
a geo irhice 1 feet, but to ive your o : inion. 

A . In my opinion it ems . 

ince yesterday I have read this letter of .r. hittakor, i ' there is on e 
point about which I wish to e* a question . hat opinion have you, as e 
soldier, of the wisdom of separating the 7th cavalry regiment into 
batte li ons. 

The 'Recorder objected to the que st ion because it is shown that th e 

separation we made by men. Custer, end it is not far this court to -,ire any 

opinion upon the conduct of 3 sue Luster, much lose this witness . 
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Laje Aeno replied - • .e wish to call the attention of the court t o 

the 5d subs: iviasian of " hittaker's letter and ask if the court is to consider 

that in the shape it now is: if it is we think it ought to he amt . 

The court was then cleared and closed and after mature deliberation wa s 

reopened ! 'Aajor Reno and his counsel being present, and the decision o f 

the court vas announced by the aeeorder that the ehittaker latter is only 

before the court as a pert of the appli cat ion of ka j or steno, and the letter 

will only `%e considered in so far as the matter therein contained is covere d 

by the order convening the court . The question will therefore be disallowed . 

The Recorder then re-examined Lieut . belines as follows : 

You have stated that it vas about one mile from whore jor Reno croele d 
the Little Sig Horn in the advance that Lieut. Cook gays Gen. Cue tar's
 

order to . ejor Reno to charge the Indians .
 


I think not, sir.
 


S . 4tete the distance. 

A. The way you ask the quest ion I understand that Lt. Cook gave the order 
after 3pajar Reno crossed the Little 4ig Horn. 

Z . You stated it was e`.out one mile from the river before ajor eeno crossed 
it in his advance that Lt . Cook gave +lea :- . Ouster's order to Oua jor t o 
to charge the Indians. Fix as definitely as you can whet Lira d :cry that 
was. 

A . Appron imetely it must have been about a quarter after two . The exact 
time I can't tell. 

q. 'Ante how you fix it approximately . 

A. I said before I Apoked at my watch about the time 'eau. Custer called 
3 ejor r:eno over/ is side of the little stream . It was then about o'clock 
whether a little after or a little before I don't know . Taking the 
diet nee we ?mead over after that it was somewhere in the neighborhoo d 
of lb minutes after two oPhelock. The exact time I can't give . 

G . Did_ you note the time when you looked at your watch .. 

A. Not at that time : I did note it afterwards . 

e. +i re you aura the time Jr your watch was the true time of day, when you 
looked at it, or may it have been an hour or more slow or fast . 

A. I am not sure about that . Delay have been fast or it away have been slow. 
I never have claimed that it was the local time of the place. 
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Refresh your memory and state how au®h time elapsed from the time Lt . 
Cook delivered that order to Major Reno till `a j of hero had been joined
by Cap t. Bentsen's command on the hill ; and what, aeeeording to you r 
calculation, was the time of day when those 000mnds united there. 

A. It must have been an hour and a half approximately. 

":• When it world be about what hour in the afternoon . 

4 . Somewhere about 4 o'clock or after. That is simply my own estimate,
without looking nt my *Fatah. 

I .une3erstand you to testify that the last you saw of Gen. Cuater's column 
was when Lt. Cook delivered to hajor 1no the order referred to : is that 
orrect . 

Yes sir. 

And that it was about 4 o'clock that day when Major 'demo was joined by
Coat. Jenteen on the hill . 

A, Tee sir, about 4 or after 4. 

Q . Now state to the court, from that you afterwards knew as to the rout e 
Gen . Caster's column had taken, and the nature of the ground passed ove r 
by * y en . Cueter's column, as otter -surds ascertained by you, where Gen. 
Custer's column suet have been, is reference to the point "B" on the map , 
or in reference to the place where you fond the dead horse near the 
river at the time 4a. or i euo and Gept . Bentsen united their forces on th e 
hill . 

A . This trail from "B'` up is simply en estimate. l' that represents the line 
of their march he gust have passed beyond where the first used ran was 
found . His fight must have been going on at that tine if it was not after . 

'ou said yesterday y .0 knew et cartein an and another one ymu had heaid 
of, and had those two men been killed in the bottom you would have know n 
it . . =tats how you would have known it . 

The man I knew, Molllargy, beloneed to Co . "I", but had been on duty with 
a j or Reno during the camps imu, end naturally would have gone into th e 

fight with him. Be setts he sent him bee'•, Redd he must have done so, or 
he would r.ot have been with his company. 

I s jor Reno's command had 100 rounds 
of ammunition each - 50.on their persons and 50 in their meddle pouches . 
Now from what you stated yesterday as to the probable number of round s 

M . You have testified that the men in 

the men had expended on the skirmish line, state, on the basic of 115 
men, with one-fourth as horsey-holders, how -any routes were there in the 
entire command of '=jor Reno when be left the timber or the opposit e 
side of the river . 

. There is no getting at a correct estimate of the quantity of ammunition 
each men had on the skirmish liner some fired more than others . One 
man would fire all the ammunition he had, and aaothsr would reserve hi s 
errunit ion and t►kea careful shots . But say there were 115 men, one fourth 
would be 28, that would leave 2800 rounds of ammunition theme :yen had , 
but what the others had would be simply a wild estimate in which st y 
opinion would be no better than anybody else's. 
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Do you mean you can't tell anything approxInntely about boat in regar d
to the other men . 

It would simply be a guess. You go into an action with a lot of non, and 
one man will fire more than another, and unless you inspect their ntcouni-
tion you can't tell. 

ere there any complaints among the men on the skirmish line, or anything
said about the ammunition iviaq out - I mean all they had . 

4o air. I beard no coo plaint : ofthat kind . I know that some of them 
had expanded what they had in their belts. 

How near to the ford where a jor = ono' o command first crossed, did Lt . 
Cook and Capt . Keogh go with you. 

I don't know where they turned book . - I did not ass thorn turn back. 
saw then within halt a mile of the ford . 

Q . 'dare there any troops wit them, indicating thaet Gen . Custer was going
to follow %ajor Reno's command . 

A. A+o sir, Capt. Keogh's company was with Gen . Custer and Lt . Cook was the 
Ad jut=:.nt. 

C . hat was the relative position of Gera. Custer's and Major Recto's emmoond . 

A, I don't know : I did not see m en . Custer's column at that time . It moot 
have been to our rear, for if it had been to our right or left or front 
I would have seen it . 

Could it Oars been to your right and rear or to your loft and rear . 

t, . It could not have been to our loft and rear : it might have bee: to our 
right and rear as we commenced to cross the stream . 

tate whether or not a command going into a battle cotu .d not be practiooll y 
supported in the attook in ems other way than by having a colum n 
i s* iat sly behind it . 

A. Yes, 1 guess it could . 

;'t the tint this order was given a or tto:,o to charge the Indians, di d 
you not know, beyon a reason+Tole doubt, that Capt . AIenteen's column of 
three companies must be to the loft and veer, and would probably be 
up and join in the fight . 

A. I knew he wee to the left sod rear, but what his orders were or that hs 
would do I could not tell. I did not expect much asaistaance from that 
direction. 

Mate whether the support spoken of by Gen . Custer's order nay not have 
ae. teen's column.referred to Copts 

from oh-toes said, that it wasA . That I don't know . I simply imagined 
coming from Can . duster. i"`be=t was simply op— own idea . 

a the route taken by }ajar don* at the time seen . Custer's order was 
oelivereed, or is iottiy thereafter, too most direct ono practicabl e 

t) the hostile Indtht village .one 
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I think it was the most practicable one, as it was the one traveled bythe Indiana it was on their trail.Y-

Now was it in regard to directness. 

A . It was not a straight line, but I know you ;et the beat road by fo ilcnring
the Indian trails in that country. 

Q. elate whether you sew in the vicinity of the river, a trail leading to th e 
right in regard to that one L%jOr Reno's command followed on to the ford . 

A. I e u 't sexy positively, but I have an idea Cast I did see one leading t o 
the right - rather over the hill and to the ri.;,ht - not it the direction 
of the village * 

R there was that . 

A, That was beet` nearly at the point where age jor neeno received his order . 

€R, Hod you passed that point you spanker whet you last sew awl. ::uet r' $ 
e olumn . 

I . sse passed it soon after leaevi his colt, while his adjutant and Capt . 
Keogh were with us . The trail ea followed was the wet direct one I think, 

tats whether or not Goa. Cutter's colue was on your right and whethe r 
you saw it after passing that point . 

A, I have st :.te d before that I did tot see his column aa . started forwar d . 

q. . In testifying as to the character of some of the men Who sent into tha t 
fight with ,enjor Reno saying that many of then sere recruit* and. poor 
horsemen, do , you mean to convey the impression that the command wee i n 
any way inefficient or =reliable . 

Not exactly that, but there were a far of this would have been better 
soldier* if thee had received a little drill before going into the fiht. 

C . Noe did tbht *emend fight the Indiana, counted or dismounted. 

A . 0 fought them on foot till we started bee' . 

C. Shan you saw that cloud of dust yeti speak of state whether it indicate d 
a hostile forte mounted, or the Indians driving. their ponies. 

A . That is sosethiag I can ' t tell. 

Then explain what you meant in your testimony by saying that it appeared
 


to he mounted men.
 


°imply° because they were raising a duet . inted an would nit make it.
 


. . Quid ponies beam driven mks it . 

A . Ponies w sine make it .
 


Co With the exec ;times era indicated kn 'per testimony yesterday, stets whether
 


or not Lt. so-=uire'e mad, represents with reasonable accuracy the principa l 

and important features of the battle field . 
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A . No, I don't think it does. I think it is the beet map I have seen, still 
I dei s t think it is located right at all : I would not know it to be the 
same piede of country. 

• Islet do you refer to, the t ooraphy or the relative positions . 
A. The relative positions are pretty { *d . I don't think it represent s

anything else . 

Look at the # eaad state whether the point. united s ir
correctly indicate d . 

A.	 	 That is the beat pert of the map . That I think is about as 
correct as the topography of the country would admit . 

i Major metro's command, before it quit i to position in the t fah er,
near enough to the Indians to use their revolvers with any good affect 

it quit the timber, s o air, unless it was a few isolated eases,
and I did not see them. 

otaste how often you saw Me .`or Reee in the timber end how often you saw 
him on the skirmish line * 

h. Re was there when the skirmish line was formed. sactly how lone he 
stayed there I •can't estimate . He was there a few minutes and went int o 
the timber. Yd id not see him again till wee were reedy to sta=rt out, and 
then I did :got see him, but heard is vice simply. 

; ;tote whether any men were wounded is *messing the both from the timer 
to the ford, in the march or retreat of ! e jor Reuo's comma to the hill. 

I don't know : if they were wounded so they fell off .their horses, they 
would be killed. There were severel woad when we got on. top of tbs. 
bill where they reeeived those wounds I don't know . 

tat* if anybody stopped on the crossing or the cowman gas halted or any , 
pert of it t' sestet the wounded men . 

I tried to pick up one of my wounded ,, an, but the Indians killed hir e 
before I could get sssietanee to him. 

,yid y ,u notice any other oases. 

A. ho sir. 

;a. .	 	=cute whether any halt was made to determine when the hen fell frma the
 

saddles — whether they were killed or wounded .
 


That wan the aln :iy ease where I saw a she fall fron his horse* A. 

whether or not any wounded tze n were brought in from the bottom to
„%trto 

the point of crossing or the place an the hill where Major Reno'* emmueaxui 
went. 

A . hen we got to the top of the hill, there were several wounded : how they 
got there or here they received their wounds I can ' t testify. 
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State if you know who was the first officer who crossed the river o n 
Major heno•s retreat to the bill. 

That I don't know. 

State whether or not there was any halt made at the river .
 


None that I know of. I was in the reear, and when I got across they wer e
 

still moving up the 'hill .
 


tate whether there was any lore. of soldiers on the other side *overt*
 

the crossing or protecting it . It so describe it .
 


Done that I know of.
 


. . I believe you testified that P? aria wIre killed in arose ie that bottom. 

That is about the number : that includes one or two killed before we left 
the timber - that is one I know and one I beard of . 

H, . Do you know whether they were killed in the first inatance or that the 
bodies of that number were found . 

A. The bodice of that ntes ►eer were found . 

t the time major Reno's and pt. ante 's united on the till, ne w 
wounded men 'ere K i th Major nAo' sa command . 

About 7 I think. 

.te if you know by whose order Capt. >'ier went down the et
 

Major Reno's position on the hill .
 


A . I don't know: i vas not sir jor coo when Capt. f ier started , Mt 
don't know mho gave the order . 

-ascribe the position Capt. Wier occupied after poise 
elevetion, as tar as yu know. 

A, It wee s high point. 

r: . "es it higher or lower than the a occupied by U j aer Reno's c . hod . 

It was hieher. 

You stated that the whole column . roved dole that way aftew theepa ok train 
ems up. 

A. Yee air. 

. Hove long was that after Capt . fl ier coved down. 

A . That I don't know. 

Q. Did Capt. +. ter more before or after the pack train *to up. 

A . It is simply on i reseiob that he wan t hrf*re. 
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Do you know of your own knowledge that Major Reno was dons to % hot positio n
occupied by Capt. bier's command or do you know of your own knowledge 
that he took any portion of his ean there or ordered any portion o f 
it there. 

A . When the general mooe was made, when we started from where we halted ,
Major Reno was at the hood ofthe column when we moved out . I took posi-
tion with my company moor the rear of the column . Mother tea. jor Reno 
continued cat tit* heed of thr aolamm. I don't know: I did net see him come 
back. 

How long was that ? ertiaulnr eeluan you spook of. 

bare were three eataa, oorehing in column of twos : probably in eac h 
company there were 2 files . 

Give the approximate length of the eotasml. 

A . 150 or 200 yards . 

C . Were you moving with the whom. 

A, I ono in the column towards the rear . 

How did you move. 

A. Till the head of the column hotted, whieb wo o pr bly thr000fourthe of 
a mile or a mile . 

w• How near were you to Copt . 'dear*s eaapeny. 

A. Within 210 yards of it, I guess . 

'es .:apt. for coming back, halting or moving am. 

A . At that time they were skirmishing in frost. 

:yid that column of jor R*no'o Join in the tiuht or skirmish there . 

.e prepared to tekca pert in it . My eamy ■oo seat to a high point to 
the right: soother conpnny coot up on yy left and assig nto -were made. 

to al. t parallel ridges with no soy of defend -The command then occu ied 
ing the apace between them. 

The caelsmnd was separated there . 

it was in two lines with the end next to the Indians open ,Not exactly : to frsll back, to a better position. 'here itand the command was Bison 
. 

you cod the company on your left. 

cane from I dou b t know 

'.• =ha t was the lute -val. between 

Tea or 15 yards.
 


It was a continuous lino.
 


Yes sir.
 


k~ . Yid any pert of the emote octuolly amigo the *mow. 
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A . I know there was heavy firing on Capt . tior's etienjssy, and I know Capt. 
Godfrey's company acted as rear guard when the emend fell boot aril the y
got a heavy fire. There was no firing on the point I occupied at tha t
time. 

q, las there any other firing there . 

A. I don't remeolosr any. 

, What were the casualties %hors. 

A, The only one I heard of woo a non wr5unded and left of Capt . bier's company . 

Q. You testified that the village, in moving away, wet' two and a half or
throe wiles ldug and half a mile wide -was that the entire 'More. 

A. Yes sir. 

*tats whit it included . 

A. averytbtng - warriors, squaws, ponies and everything they had . That is 
simply an estimate . oeveral officers were together and as tried to make 
an estimate of it. 

C. Bad you ever before soon a large Indian village wing off over th e 
plain or bottom. 

A. No sir not in that shops. I had sawn them straggling along, but never so 
large a body of Indians as that . 

Q. Nod you over aeon as many as ",000 or 6,000 Iadisns moving in a regula r 
body to a regular destination . 

A. No air. 

►,. Than in estimating the number of Indians you ee there on what do yo u
 

bass your astimats .
 


A. "'rincipally on information received from the Indians ohen I say 900 0 
warriors. 

fi. At the usual proportion of women and children to warriors, 'hat would hal e 
been the population of that village . 

A. That is what I don't know. The population of the village I can only go t 
at by the stories the Indians tell - their estimate . 

:)o yoo know anything, about the proportion of Woman and children to warrior s 
in a band of Indians . 

A. No sir. I have heard severed stories, and they state they had 1WO lodge s 
to a lodge, and there were sevora land counted from 5 to 7 warriors
 


wickyups in Hhieh visiting bucks were living.
 


You testifies: that the firing you hoard was to your left . 

A. Yes sir. 

.'- ` frith reference to where youFrom what direction did that sa7?'~'
 

found yen. Ouster's body.
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A . It was nearer and at the opposite side of the stream m from \ihrre his body
woo found . I heard probet ly not over K doses shots and they sore not in
quick succession . 

With reference to the positian ofd" i , jor jono's cumasct on the hill an d 
the point ,. R• on the map, oho% was the direction :f the sound . 

A. As I stood facing in ►about the direction Gan. Custer's body wee Pound the 
sound was to my left. 

C,. Plasm* Ante again the effective force that vas 'with Gen . Custer, 4sj or 
Recto; dept. Aenteen and Capt. 1.c:.ougell at the tine the command was 
divided into battalions on the 28th day of dune, 1374, and state hew yo u 
know those facts . 

A. I think Gen. Custer, had about 228 at least there were about that many
re?orted killed or missing in . his fight. Major no had samaeb re from . 
110 to llb, ina1ud n Indian scouts . Capt. Bentsen had three companies s d 
had a force I think a little larger, titan Asa j ar iasuq!s for I think hi s 
eoa .sniea were slightly lerger. Cult. 1:oaougtIl has 40 or 45 seen in hi s 
company and with the peak trein ten men from each of the other eleve n 
in waniee. 

:did that include the citizen packers with Co to MeDougallo 

A . I know there were a tee citizen packers: I don't km)* the number . 
know etch company had to do its am peaking with a fee e pee: tiors . 

by the Court. 

I would like to find c ut the exact dietenee from where "ajor i eem's ooh 
seriareted from that of Gen. Custer to There e+e . Custsr's body won found 
or the first horse ems killed or the first man was found . 

Thera is a part of . that country 1 was never over, so I would have t o 
guess at the distance . I would soy it war in the vicinity of six miles . 

Co Now much of that distance was parallel to the route traveled by jou r 
Aetna, or over the same rote* 

A . l f he aoeratod from or left the trail at the point I think he did h e 
traveled over about half a mile of our trail and then diverged to the right . 

At whet angle . 

A. Almost at a right angle: than owing to the nature of the cowry the 
two trails, after separating some distance would rather tens t000rds the 
sane point several wiles down the river. 

do y, u know the rate at which his column marched, or probably meshed . 

.No sir : I simply know how it was ping the bast time I we. it 

as it trotting the lest time you maw it ?'. 

A. No sir. Gen. duster had n very fast walking ? gorse, and =any of the mart
 


were trotting their horses, while his was a1king .
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Questions by Major Roue. 

Ouea ti cage have been asked yon in reference to the height of the hill on 
which Cat. ier's company was in eomparirom with the height of the hil l 
on which Ia jor Reno took positic : which was the most adventsgeone in 
reference to water. 

A . The one on which we made the stand . It wee neerer the water. The country
was broken : there were ravines coming to the water's edge, and it wa s 
through these ran i ner the mma passed out for water . 

:• 'or the purposes of defense which was the most advantageous . 

The point we had . 

la not the firing of pistols by a cavalryman a aetter of discretion . 

A. Yes sir. 

Is it not under such conditions as the men were placed in that tiwber . 

A . Yes sir. 

I'" the 28 horseeholders had not fired any of their ae nition, that mould 
leave 28 men fully supplied with ammunition. 

A, Yes sir . 

you know rhether afore of the non had not already exhausted the cartridge : 
about their parsons, and had to go to their saddle-bags former* . 

A. Not from personal knowledge . I understand so. 

. Is that your belief. 

heard a company commander-say he to .* half his men ck to get ammunition. 

W het company a lmsnd or wee it. 

A . Capt. 3Loylan end Lt. Verna . 

The witness then retired . 

F. F. Girard, a citizen, a witness celled by the Aeeorder, and bet* 

duly sworn to testify the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth, . 

testified as follows* 

Questions by the hecorder, 

C;. ".fate your name, occupation, and residence? 

A. y name is F. Y. Girard, and I an an interpreter it Fort Abe Lincoln. 

-tote if you were in any way connected with the government service on th e 
25th and 26th days of Mme, 6, and, if scat in 'abet capacity? 

A. I was wit`,. the expedition on the 15th and Path of h ge, 18y6 - with Con. 
Custer. 
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q. *bat expedition? 

A. Gem. Custer's szpedition. 

where was this ; on what stream on the 25th and 70th of June? 

A. On the Rosebud and on the Little Big Horn . 

With *hat particular commend were you - with what regiment ? 

A. The 7th eafiaelry, with the Indian sacuts . 

•,, . 'fate if ":s►3 . ; eno was serving with that commend at that time ? 

A . No- was. 

C. Under whose immediate orders were you serving on the morning of the 25th 
of June, 187i ? 

Gen. Caster's . 

to state whether or not you afterward on that play were with any body of 
troops, under the cad of any other officer ; if so, who? 

I was under Ma j . Bonet par% of the time that day.
 


*as that before or after you were with Gen. -aster?
 


A. I ma with Gen . (%aster in the forenoon until he ordered the scouts to -a j
Reno, and then I joined ike j. itono. 

Q. . Whet ens was the 9th cavalry operating against on tkre 25th of Jmne,1976 ? 

A. The Sioux Indians, supposed to be fitting Hull . 

-bore; on what stream? 

A, On the Little 41g Horn river. 

Now state whet disposition or eepiretion, if any, was made ofthe coursed 
that morning, and by whose orders mend under whose command were v s 
dif"'erent columns plaeed, if there were any different columns . Go back 
to the earliest part of the moraine if you know anythtn in rued t o 
that. 

I don't know of any disposition being made of the troops early in the 
morning. I was not there. I were *heed of the command until ab+an t 11 
o'clock. I was present *hen Mal . piwao's command ono ordered oft. I 
suppose the division had token place in the morning . 

C . What were the indications in regard to the closeness or nearness of hoetile 
Indians at the time Maj . =reco was ordered off? 

A. Bow nigh the Indians were to us? 

Whet were the appearances - what had you seen that morning to indioeteNo.
 

that there were Indians in your neighborhood?
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A few minutes before j . o received his orders I rode <..p a little
knoll near where there was a lodge with same deed Indians in it, etas from 
this knoll I could see the teen, the Indian tepees, and pantie . I tutted
easy horse sideways, and took off my bat end waved it, end then I hallooed
to 'den . Custer. "Here are y ur Indians, running like devils)" An I 
rode down from that knoll and joined .4n . Buster, and he was still stitchin g
on. 

eeeribe this knoll or the plate l rode up to Gen. Custer and communicated 
that to hira. trite about where it was, se tt t the court can Umteretend 
its position with reference to the river. Sore far was it from the Little 
Big Horn river? 

A. It wee where there were some lodes st'ztdin , with sores dead Indians i n 
theta. It vas to the right of it, and probably forty or fifty yards tram 
it. I rode u to the right of this lodge where the deed Indiana sere . It 
was not on the Little £ ig Horn, but on one of the tributaries that emaptie ' 
into the Little Big Horn . 

e hoe . far from the Little Big Horn, ea), from the point whore this 
tributary empties into the Little Big Horn, if you weld judge ? 

A . I don't knot chars it empties into the Little dig Horn. 

. state About how far it was from the teereet point an the Little dig Hoorn? 

ire that point to sere we crossed it I should say it was mile, or 
probsebly a miles end a quarter . 

t.'e.	 	 eescribe the place whore you have :stated that w j . =~eno's column wa s 
ordered off . 

A, I euppoee it ens twenty-five or thirty yards away from th t lodge . ` hat 
is ny remembrance now . It eight have been more . I know it wee but a wars 
short time after I left the lodge tb t be received these orders . 

.	 	 ;how state whet you know in regard to any marches, or halts o f the et :emend
 

tt t occurred previous to this time, on that day, -acing early in the
 

morning.
 

A. How early in the morning? 

: . T=ea can commence back as ter a you like - 1 o'clock or midnight of the
 

night immediately precedin : that miming .
 


A . About 11 o'clock of the evening the t 4th Ger . Custer sent tter ee t o 
report to his camp, and I reported!, and he gave tae my orders to take an 
Indian by the name of Hitt e►llbw'create, and an Indian by the name of . 
Bloody Knife, and to ride at the head of the column with him . At half-
past ll or so we pulled out, end gat at the head of the column and wafte d 
until Gen. Custer cam* u; , and thee he :‘ported his orders to me to be 
sere to have the Indians follow the left-head trail, no stutter how small 
it eight be - he didn't taut any of the camps of the -ioux to escape him. 
He wonted to get Mom all together and drive there down to the Yellow-stone . 
I told the Indians whoa the elders were, and Bloody Knife remarked 

"He needn't be so particular about the smell cups; well get enough 
when we strike the big coops," and the Indians were halted, end I sek 
there with the gei*re.l while the Indiana were finding the trail . The 
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conversation came up about the number of Indian wet would find the nex t 
day between the general and myself, and he asks : e whet number of 
Indiana I thoeaght we Mold have to fight . end I told him I thought i t w.uldn't be leas than twenty-five hundred * 

. You need not state what wee said by you at that time, ee gcribe the stare e s 
and halts up to that time . 

`°bile we were there Qan. duster naked thee* two Indians if he could arose 
the divide before daylight, > they replied no. And he :aided them if he 
could cross after daylight without being discovered by the Indians in 
the bottom, end they said no. And he than asked thee where there eras any 
timber where they could be concealed during the deey where the Indians coul d 
not discover them.. 

You need not repeat the convereati :n of aerie Custer with the Indians. 
Describe how far the c ? bed . marched tare the tine you say you 
started off about midnight - lam forth* eos nd had marched ur to tbs 
time Weis ? eeuo's column had pulled off, or been sent or Ordered off . 

should say on the night march we made about twelve miles . Tn the morn-
ing from where the orders were to make coffee to the. divide it was about 
dive more, and from the divide data to the Little j ig Horn, where we 
reseed it, I should any twelve or thirteen miles. 

Did you her any eonvera tioa between .4 . ''eno send Len . Custer, far any 
orders that were Oxen by Gen . Greater, or thrcrs his std juttnt, to : -:aj. 
Reno, on the nth of Tote? 

I heard Can. Custer giving orders to !,aw . eno. 

seers were . 

wA. The general hallooed over to Me j . e: ea w id beckoned to him with hi s 
Mrode over, end he told Maj. done: "You will takefinger, and the *j r 

your battalion end try and ovrttk a and them to bottle, and I wil lbrim 

support you." And an the mater its aoin off he said : "And tekethe 
scouts along with you." Ea ;e=ve hie orders to the the scouts along , 
and that is how I heard it * 

Then where did you go? 

A. I joined *j . limos 

are you ordered to go? 

No, sir; I simply heard the order giv ta, and I knew here y duty vas -
with the scouts . 

tots hoe far this occurred from the pleas ehere you crossed the Little 
river. 

A. I should may a mile from the Little iiig Turn to where the orders were 
given to Ide_3 . " steno. I didn't mature any of thoee distances, so I have 


- to guest* at it. 


You are familiar such estimating d ist :ncee, in travelir ; through tha t 
country, or similar country, 

A . Yes, air. 
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Q. Then to the beat of your judgmeat you believe it to be how far ? 

A . I should say about a mile. 

How far vas Gen. Custer'a column at this time from Maj . e+eoo's column? 
How tar were the to columns export, or were they together ? 

A . I should say they were elnost together . Maj. Reno and hi4battelion wer e
to the left of the general. 

Q. .tote boo many campanile were in Maj . euo's battalion, if you know . 

I could not say positively. 

( . How oany men? 

A, I sati ate it about one hundred . 

You stated that they ware very near together, and that j . Reno's column 
was on the left of Ga . Luster's. 'ohat time was that - I mean wha t 
particular a:rent? ass that at the ti= a the or er was given that you refe r 
to? 

A. Yea, air. I should judge it was about 12 o'clock. 

. >tato what directions the columns took otter that so for to you saw an d
 
know about the two, before Iva ; . K000 crossed the river with his command .
 

A . My impresato ie that is were tr veling due north from where we eepornte d 
from en. Cuaatrr's command, tallowainf to old Iu ion trail, and us aloe to 
a little knoll, and the road went around it, and as we wont around this 
little knoll a loft sight of m en. Custer's eom end . I should y th' t 
war shou t a oil* from where we sep =rued. 

C . How for from the river? 

A . This knoll was right on the edge of the river's bank. 

:tate 1i thew or nut you sou anyone before crossing the river, of Uen. 
Custer's column, otter that, and state how it occurred . 

A . Yes, air : I sac 4o1 . _.g ook sod spoke to hie, when oe ot to ttie knoll . 
The scouts were to :x ;; lof t, and called :7 attention to the feet that all 
the ',Idioms were coming up the valley. I called a j . Nano's attention to 
the fact that the Indians were all coming up the valley. I halted there: 

little times ; I thought it vas of imrortr-•,nce enough that Con . Custera 
should know it, and I rods book toward ouster's command . '4 this knoll 
I net Col. -oak, and he .sod no where I we going. I told him 1 hey; cone 
back to re:;:art to him that the Indians were coming up the vall'y to meet 

I'll go hook erd report .'' and he *heeledus, and he says : *All right ;
 

around and ant toward Ma j. o o's command.
 


At this point :here you wet cal . Look, wh=ere wee Goo . quater's column then? 

Could you see it? 

A . Ho, sir. This knoll - the trail went in very clone behind the knoll, and 

he may have been only ;arty or fifty yards from where I not Col . oak. I f 

he hod been furthor u' I could hove seen him, but, if he wee right behin d 

it . I could not ass him. 
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gear begin at the place !here you joined Beno's column and describe 
fully and in detail all that occurred., to your knowle, in reference to 
Maj . :steno's eommeaad, on the 25th day of June, 18,6, stating what stream 
or streams, if any were crossed, rant advance, if any wean made ; wha t 
engagement, . if hey, ensued, giving time, diatanee, and description of th e 
ground that was passed over or occupied, and ell. the cireu etaanc:es within 
your knowledge bearing upon this matter, or having any reference to th e 
cas:duct of Maj . Reno, or the Bove ante and operation of the troops under 
hits command. Elate this in narrative fore, in your own words, and eon-
time yourself to the fete that came within your own knowledge. 

After nen . Custer gave the order to *lej . Reno, I ee Il.d out to the scouts:*Va . are ordered to go with this party and join then." I joined gorses, an d 
rode down on a pretty fast gait r sometimes on a trot and sometimes on a 
lope - and *nee to the creek whi oh is skirted by the knoll, and I haalted 
there song little tie., and when I spoke to Maaj . = o about the In.'ien a 
c ming up .ebo7 , he halted a second or two, and gave the order "Forward . " 
I net Col. cook, as I he se stated, and, as I cotes back, en Indian scou t 
was :eaitins ;; there for me, and 1 mould see # . 'donee commend going down 
to where they afterward throw out the skirmish line . ^efgrring to than 
map,;j From this ford, marked °Aft the marsh wee not made in. a direct 
line. It wee made around skirting the edge of the timber, end this point 
where the skirmish line was sawn, was approached. I halted forty-five 
or fifty yards beck fret the edge of the timber, and there were hazlie 
le°-nolde, :-r. Porter, eorge :uabeia, and Moody Knife, and myself, and 
Charlie Reynolds naked me if I had any whisky. He said he had never felt 
so in all the days of his life, and he felt depressed and discouraged, end 
he thought it would be well to have something to rtiae lets him, : st' I 
gave him some, and I off red it to the balance, sad they refused it. I 
took a little myself, and told him not to take too much ; that he needed 
a very cool head ; that we bed plenty of . busissess on our hands for tha t 
day._ =e than dismounted, an* just as ea dismounted here this skirmis h 
line was being drawn up . %bile the skirmish lute was being drawn up, the 
Indiana were coming up. They rare distant, as well tie could judge from 
where I stood shout one thousand yards from the left flank of the skir-
mish line, end in front, not directly in :e line eith it . s e fired r e 
shots at the first Indians that c; up. The firing started with some 
of our scouts* that had left the command, and gone into a little valle y 
to capture soma ponies, and more Indi gos were *mina up here, and riditag 
around the commend . G rlie "eynolda and myself fired a to shots these . 
It was long range . Os put our horses in the timber, and we started up , 
and when we got to the brow of the hill a asol=ier helloed : goys, I've 
got it ; I'm hit ." I turned around and told him to ride do' to the tim-
ber, that the doctor was there and he would attend to him. Charli e 
Reynolds and I turned into the ti : ber and he tied his horse, and I tie d 
mine within eight or ton feet of the foot of they hill, end then the left 
flank of the skirmish line on the brow of the hill had been sw' ; around , 
to el'. appearances, and de the right flank. I didn't see the movement 
made, but that was whet I su posed had been done. I was at the extreme eo 
right, Mr. l „ynolds use next, Lieut. Tern= next . stayed seer=: four 
or five minutes and fired, pro 0hy, seven shotr, and Lin Reynolds ', and 
myself were together and eoneeue ve the order : " -:eni to your horees t 
The Indians are in our rear. ” 

. Indiana in your rear - where? Over the bottom over which you had ohm*? 

er was here and we were facing the brow of the hill .No, sir. This tig
Charlie Reynolds looked at me e I said - ""-bat damn-fool move is this? " 

don't know. °e will have to go. ey e will have to get out o fSays he -
here ." Reynolds eon% otter his horse, and I looked for mine, but the 

Y*1. 1,, p.91. 



��

Indians that had been fighting the troops here had got on to the brave 
of the hill, and are firing on to the troops, and the Indians on this 
side 

The Indians on the right side of the river, do you mean? 

Maj. Reno - The stream ruses east and west, in front of our point ion. I deter-
mined it with* compass. 

Mr. Girard - I think this ne is wrohg . Iy r ranee of the ley ")f the 
country and the course of the stream, and where the skirmish line was ,
makes me think this ?nap is wrong . 

Taking it with reference to the positions as represented on the map, g o
on and make your statement . 

A . The Indians that were tiring at me at that time ware north of where we 
stew* the wooti. Reynolds hed haunted end ewe up to 'hers I was, lead-
ing y horse, and I told him he had better dimeontt, as be would be -ser e 
apt to be hit en his horse, as the Indies . were firing at him, than if he 
was leading. He dismounted - at this p )int, fifty or sixty yards eas t 
of where this skirmish line was drawn up . et the foot of the hill dr. 
Reynolds haunted and I led my horse, and I saw him whip up and start hi s 
horse on a run up the hill, and I hurried up and got up en the hill, end 
could see nothing but a few Indians - no men or troops . As I sae r. 
Reynolds just than, I sae several Ied ewe cut him off end shoot him down , 
end be fell. He m paared to mm to have his leg caught under his horse , 
and he lost his gun, end in the meantime several. lad i dns had passed between 
me and where neynolds was, and I knee I was discovered, and I turned my 
bores down the hill and hunted a place where I could defend myself. When 
Mr. +eeyttoldd and myself left the brow of the bill when the order wa s 
given: "M ni to your horses, the Indians are in our rear," the trao • s 
were mounted and going by very fast - pall-moll, as I might say, and I 
sew some officer going back, and I said : °"bet are you going to do? 
Nays be : *Cheerga the Indians ." oar I : "Mr. ;'eynolds we don't understand 
the bugle wale . dell go out slow, and they will undoubtedly come bask 
to this point of tir ber ." That was the time that the skirmish lies was 
drawn in and the men mounted and started on the retreat to the hill 
under Maj . Reno . 

ices this firing of the Indians from the right or left beak of the treem 
that you speak of where 1eynolds was shot ? 

A. From the left bank. 

etete what you saw am the right bent of the stream, if anything ? 

A. I could not see from where I was. It was all timber. 

State whether or not any fire sane into the timber from that direction , 
or from any direction, and what ? 

A. Yes, sir ; after the troops had withdrawn, the Indians set tire to th e 
timber and it was burning up close to mere we were sitting . The smoke 
wee very dense. 

Roe go bso'd from there, to the time that you sew Lieut. Cook near the 
knoll that you have spoken of, and describe the trail or trails that you 
saw there, if any, or about that place' 
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A. The trail, bafore we turned aroad this knoll, going to the loft of theford .. there was anther trail going to the right - quite a large one . 

.. . What did it moor to ho? 

A. A lodge trail, 

i; . Are you familiar with Indian trails ? 

Yes, sir. 

; . fate shat opportunities you have had of judging about those mutters ? 

A . i hove been a resident in the Indian country for thirty-one years and I 
think I ought to know an In iaa trail when I see it . 

Then you kno that was a large Indies trail? 

A . Yes, sir; a lodge trail. 

L tote whether or not that was the trail the t Maj . keno's eeaoeend took 
that lodge trail you speak of, leadimg to the right , 

A. No, sir; we. took the loft hand trail coming around the knoll . 

~4 . Which was the larger of the tacos trails? 

A, I think the right hand trail . That is an impression, simply . I could nct 
say now, it is so bag ago. 

Now, from the time that pm saw Lieut . Cook at that knoll, state ow long 
it was before you saw Me j . Reno's column somas the rimer, and where i t 
:arts at that time? 

I should say not over three minutes. From the ford, I come back on a lope, 
and as soon as I met Col . Cook, and told him what my business wee, I rod e 
back. I don '
t think it was over seventy-five or eighty yard. from the 
ford to where I met him.
 

q. Where was Mai . Reno's ecmand? How far from the ford when you got bac k 
to the ford? 

A. I should think he was a quarter of a mile from the ford, as I halte d 
there some time with the Indians . The Indiana were there weitisg for me . 

From the time that ties. Reno's column had crossed the river state, if you 
know, how long it was a1ntt1 his c m and halted and deployed as skirmishers 
sear the timber? 

A . Not over ton minutes. 

Now describe the advance of Aaj . Uoao'a command from the place wher e 
he crossed the stream to where his revs depliyed, and describe as near a s 
you can the character of the ground that was passed over as well as th e 
course of the stream, the nature of the ground on the right of the lin e 
of .his edvauce. 

A. Franc this ford the march was not made in a direct lino to these points . 
It sea made in a column skirting the edge of the timber, reeking a circuit 

.►he edge of the Unbar was q,•it ocoming around the edge of the timber. 
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e bend, and the skirmish-line wee drawn up out fro' the outward edge of 
the bead of the timber . 

State whether there was any enemy opposing the advance of Maj. Ashe s 
colt from the river to the plsee where this skirmish-line was formed ; 
if so, what *may, in what numbers, and there? 

A. Iron where this skirmish-line was drawn, there were no Indiana up to the 
point marked °C". This skirmish-line was drawn up before the first Indian 
got up to it. They were about one thousand yards from it when the first 
skirmisher was thrown out . I wee in the rear of it . 

Q. Bow far in the rear were you when the skirmisher was thrown out or de -
ployed? 

A. eventy-fire yards, probably. 

~ . elates whet vies in front you had in your own front or that of the skirmish-
line? 

A, From where we were we couldn't see down the valley ; we could see et the 
foot of the hill about the number of Indians that were easing up . The 
timber extended out and hid our view . 

Box far down the valley could you see in front of the ekirui sh-li rye? 

A. Twelve hundred or fifteen hundred yards . ::here is a bend of the river 
here that prevented us from seeing any Indians any farther than that . 

:t . You refer to the first shot that was fired. -state if you know if that sho t 
was fired by b:aj . 4eeo's commend or the enemy, and how you know it ? 

A. I don't inflow who fired the first shot. 

Q . 3tete where that first abet vas tired? 

A. That I could not say either. 

Q. Where was Maj . Reno's comae when you heard the first shots ; what posi-
tion was it in? 

A . They were drawing u: the skirmish line at the time . The Indians were 
firing at our eeouta and our scouts were firing at some Indians, but I 
didn't pay any attention to them . 

Then et ' o'clock P . M. the Court than adjourned to meet et 11 o'cloc k 

A . K. tomorrow, L,n turday, :emery 18, 1879. 

I� WAY 

Chicago, Illinois, 
Saturday, Jen'y. 18, 1874. 

11 o'clock W. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment . 

Present 

Col. John H. King* 9th Infantry 
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Col. esley ~itt, 5th Cavalry
Lt. Col. W. Re Roan, 3d Ca UT 

Recorder 

lot Lieut. Jesse M. Lee, Adjt., 9th Infantry. 

per jor Remo and his s onnsel were also present . 

The proceedine as fares writt were read, and during the reeding Lt . 

c:eelltaoe corrected his testi mon tow on page 10? as follows : - I wish toy 

say that Capt . Dylan did not say he could go no farther, but the t he coa l 

not keep Up at the rate we were going : that he needed more a to assist 

him in caring for his wounded . With this correction the proceedings as rea d 

were a " .roved . 

The examination of . e Recorder was continued a s 

follows : 

Atrcut how teeny shots were fired before ka j . No no's c and de-
played as skirmishers at that place? 

A . I don't know. 

C . Describe the character of the firm before hie command had deployed a s 
skirmishers before the line was formed? 

A. I think the line was treed about the the Indians c>eeeenced 
firing upon us. 

Describe the posit of of the skirmish line, here its right rested, and t i 
what direction. the line extended, and about how fir if you know ? 

The right was resting an the edge of the timber. I cannot state what 
distance it extended out inter the prairie or the bottom. It yeas at en 
opposite angle from the bend of the timber . 

beaeribe the character of the ground in the iota front of the skirmish 
line? 

It was perfectly flat, -level prairie, with the foot-hills probably teno r 
twelve hundred yards off . 

the command pelted sad deployed as skirmishers, whet was the positio n 
of the Indians in reference to the line, - in front, to the right or left -
or seer, end in whet n ere and about how far =sere, they from the line ? 

The Ind :ens were to the front and to the left, going up the valley. First 
I saw one, there three and four, and beyond that probably forty cr fift y 

.coasting up the Talley.
 


do you estimate that *1 away?
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A* 	 The first Indian newt ono sett •igbt to tan hundred yards distant. Tho
others I cannot toll • probably Welve to fifteen hundred yaard*. 

*dw . state, if you know, ohot *domes oho oaio of that line or comae after 
it deployed ns skirmishers? 

A, I did not see that my aedvwnns was mod.. A movement ohs mob while I has
going into the tier with (bsrl*y R.yaolds. During then time the skirmish
line **was thu g r it bed swung oroohd on a pivot, the loft flank bo-
oohdog the right. I don't know ; hetber the move woo mode exactly in that 
way, but it seemed to ma as though it had swung right aroma u a pivot. 

•4ate how moor tho Indiana o. to that line of ,r cl ishara, from wha t 
direction, and in *hot number? 

I sow Indians within 200 or *50 yards of the skirsish lino otter I got onto . 
the brow of the hill. They were emaing up the valley, ridi round t o 
our loft. 

In about what numbers, ae near as YOU can stets? 

A.o ill th t I sag during the short time I woo on the bill woo about fro g
fifty to serrontyofive In4t of the furthest, in front of the *trait* 
line, riding by it. 

State now whet viii* , if nog, was in front of that skirmish lino, and 
describe th looatior of tb t vtllaxe as die resod by you at the time or 
as subsequsntl7 'aught to r rsl knowledge? 

The Indian oillogo from thot line, I should say, was n mile and a half or 
two .se down the left bank of the Little Big horn. lb. country ouzo level 
between the two points, and I think there we oho or two mall dry streams . 

How long did TtejOmeonoes sortmtesid main on the skimish li ►e be ore i t 
sow to as you have eieseriba d? 

A. 	 Not over tea Mashes. 

Dossribs fully and clearly the ehormotor of the tier to which Msj,Rene' s 
:, nd was moved fie whore you seer it, and go on in this connection and 

give , full des riotion of that tieher with reforemoee to the plain and th e 
rills et, w oleo with refere to the river? 

That timber, I should say, was seem y-?ive yards loh ntortifg from the 
river north of the eki7tutish line, ruar€sint doven to the point rhea on th e 

"C".swap as 

;gibe the tiaher from that point, representing whom the right of th e 
skirmish lino rested? 

A. 	 To the reed of where tba skirmish line who drown up is toot I call south -
from that pois.t dash to the river beak I should say it was sweaty-five 
yards long. 
Roo, from the point x presenting whore the right of the skirmish lira rested , 
describe the timber from that point? 

To the rear of whore the skirmish line was drawn up is whet' I coil south ;A, 
from Shot point down to the river bank I should say rasa shout ear tyrf iv e 
yards lang. Thot woo the widest portion of it . Then from the skirmish line 
on the brow of the hill to the edge of the tiz$ier on the outside, or in ou r 
rear, I should say was between thirty and forty yards, one at this mod o f 
it,!hero Iwasoutof f 

Vol. I, p.$d 



��

4hieh end do you meant 

That weld he the sd u 

nowt about the surface of the country there? 

we the underbrush was very thick. I led my horse through that on 
the north aide of this timber . The stream peso's right underneath and 
runs right out on to the prairie gem vest shout two hundred yards from 
the brow of the hill where this skirmish line was, and there is a aer -
;etndieular bank there of about twenty-five feet, and it runs out about 
too hundred yards, making a bend . 

,, s that down strew - following the stream dog - the description 
have given of the hank ? 

Yes, d r. 

Now state how lam the card rresserinsed in the woods or tinder after 
leaving that skirmish lien? 

A. I don't think they stayed there either over tea minutes. 

Whore did the command then go? 

A. I didn't see which way they went . I could only jute frees t# f#ri ,
the direction in which they wont . Prom there I went into the tisher,se 
I started to o out with Charley Reynolds, they turned to the left, an d 
T hoard the firing in that direction, and I couldn't see anything it front 
of ne when I come ue there. The prairie was all open, and I thought i t 
was in an easterly d ireeetion . 

a that d Tea ct i an totted the Ind ian village or away from it? 

It was not toward it . It was not c. !rattly opposite aix y from it, either. 
It see diagonally *arose from the village . 

Mate the forsa ttian that you noticed of the troops in the timber,af tar 
the skirmish line ham swung armed to the river, as you have described ? 

The troops I saw in the timber were is a rare t hurry to get ott . There 
seemed to be no carder at all. 4ery .as for himself . 

Alen they were in the timber, after the skirmish line had swung eroun, as 
you ?3sve described, state whether there was any general engagement with th e 
Indictee in the tiehsrl 

A. hot that I could see. There wo hi red oiling. 

Do you omen with Indians in the timber ? 

A . MO*, sir, there were no Indians in the timber . 

. State whether there was any engagement with Indians that ,were not in the
 


-dabas.?
 


There was firing all around at the troops . 

tete as fully as you can the etraunatanees under which a j. heat's 
comma 5 left the woods, describing; clearly the !tanner of leaving, and all 
that occurred in regard to that that came under your knowledge ? 

After I hoard the order <irren : to your horses* the Indiana are in 
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our rear' ." the skirmish line was withdrawn from the hill, and every man 
went for his horse. I took my time. My horse war tied fifteen or twenty
foot away, and I got him, end was leading him out, and the a old id rs were 
going by me on a lope . There a; per red to be no command or ardor about it. 
dome officer was with them, and I helloed out to bias: "What are you 
going; to do?" :end he said : "Charge the Indiana,'" and I was not in any
hurry to get At, and (harlsy Reynolds owe up and I told him I didn' t 
understand the call, and we would :"`robably be in the otA of the movement 
of the troops. They would undoubtedly core hack, and there was uo use 
of ua hurrying out, and we would stay there until they cams back . 

Co Now ate ter, if you know, who gave the orders f cr the commend to leave the 
timber - how you knew then this c onaend was going to Item? 

A. Nothing more than this officer's order, that I hew* already stated . 

state whether all the command was taken out of the woods at the time dej . 
Reno left ; if not state, if you knows, who mare left in the woods? 

A. All that I saw in the woods are Lieut . £io and Private O'Neill and 
the scout 'illiem Jackson, end myself to the woods 'bare the commend had 
been. 

Q. What time of de:- was it when the aaysmand left the woods ? 

A . I should say about 1 o'clock. 

4. Flow do you know that ? 

A. I was sittimi in the timber with List. we io, and the command had than 
been gone for some little time, and I pulled out my waateh and it wa s 
ten minutes apalt 1 o'clock. 

Y. 6taete whetter you are sure that your watch showed the correct time, mad 
what evidence, if any you have, of the eorrectnesa of your 'etch e s a time -
keeper? 

A. 1 :ndeavored to keep the time the commamd as moving by, an befbr we 
started I had say watch to the jeweler's for ten or fifteen days, cleaning 
and reps! iring, and I thought I had a very good tineskeeper. 

:Mate whether you looked at your watch at any other time during that da y.
 

after this?
 


A . Yea, air ; I suppose I looked at it a hundred times that evening, and the 
last time I looked at it it was about i+ o'clo e , just before lowing th e 
woods, about dusk; getting dark enough so that we could move out with 
safety to ourselves . 

Q . T Yur watch then showed it who about what hour? 

A. Nine o'clock, when we left the timber . It was then dark. 

.Q d Row long had it been dark? 

A. Well, a for seconds . It was twilight . You could see a short distance >rt 
not very far. 
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.« 1%ascribe the character of the ground along ; the left or the outer edge o f 
the timber, ea to elevation or depression . I refer to the edge of the 
timber next the plain, not next the river ? 

A . l} bott om was shout twelve or thirteen feet lower than the plain shar e 
the skirmish litre wee, and it rested on the Little Big Born. 

` .. . Then. I understand by that, that at the outer edge of the timber the plai n 
was higher or lower then the bottom? 

A. It was higher than the bottom. 

C. How much? 

A . Twelve or thirteen feet . 

A	 	 When you 'sea in the t isber and before Maj . Reno's ac nw had le ft it, 
.state whether you sew any hostile Indieun an the right bank of be river ; 
if so, how sleet, to MO. Reno's command in the timber, and in what numbers , 
and abet were 'nog .- Indians doing? . 

A. Those that were in our rear I couldn't say *ether they were on th e 
opposite aide of the river or not . I saw tin or fifteen firing from the 
timber at us, and I supposed it was some of the Indians that had ridde n 
around from the front of us and got into our rear . 

. When Maj . Reno's command vas in the timber, stets whether . it was in a
 

sheltered or exposed position, an! describe it in that respect ?
 


A . I should say it was in a sheltered position. 

Describe it, and stets why you said it was sheltered?w.• 

A . a had this brush behind us whore we could lie don behind the brow of the 
hill end load sad fire, and et the back of us we had . the timber. The 
timber was wide enough so that the Indiene could not get sight at us t o 
fire in our rear. The underbrush was very thick. 

Now stets in your own words all that transpired after Nei . Reno's command 
left the timber, as to the aovemts of the hostile Indians, the soun d 
of firing, if any, from Whet direction, and pertaining to ehmt troops. 
:ive ill the feats .. end eirc etenees respecting these Natters on tg 25th•-
of June?
 


A. Ten or fifteen minutes after Wa,1 . Keno left the bottom, I heard the firing 
on these hills. 

.; . . he t hills do you refer to? 

A . o the left of there j . Reno was . It was to my right . 

; . On whet aide of the stream? 

A. On the righthand side, and I could see Indians going up these revision o n 
I sew Indies,* going up there, and Ithe ri€►hth d ride of the 'treas. 

could hear the firing as though they wore firing at troops going up there. 
I knew there was some tr ,o:s going by, because I had-seen the back of 

that. 
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. Go On end tate any other sounds of firing from %bst time, and follow i t
 

on down, in narrative fors in your own well
 


I heard continuous tiring clear on down, es if there was a g
 
seesnt .
 


Down to where? 

Down to. where I afterward went, ens mu. ouster's battle-field bud 
I heard firing to the left of the villa ee, three or tour volleye,as i f 
there were fifty or one hundred. lino at a volley. Lieut. ;ed ios was 
in the woods with me, and when we heard this firing, he soid : °By 0-d, 
there's Custer coming ; let's go and join hi ►' I told ttm to wait ; 
that we had plenty of tine ; that when the tiring got Opposite tout wn 
could go out and join hiss; that he was moo too far away. 

This firing that you heard to the left as if by volleys, state in regard 
to that, her t we before or after you hoard the firing on down the 
ntrasm whore you sfta rd found neut. Custer? 

A . '. acs during the firing clown there ; after the heavy firing down there 
i a e: eeneral e a t at tint point, oho au ter me 

found. 

w. Toe stated that this firing on the right beak of the river in the bluff s 
that you hoard, which begat 'boat fifteen wiautos after nJ . Roues comm a 
had left the timber - I wish you to commune there, one go on end sine= Brib e 
how long it was that you heard firi in that direction, or following down 
the stream until it had ceased ? 

There was a continuous firing all the tine the troops hero marling 
down there, not regular volleys, but eseatteris y shots, sometimes three 
or four, and nom ti ea only one, and then it vas kee°t up irregularly ; and 
when it ;rot down below there, shore Custer's battle-field ea, it became 
heavy. There was a shirfiish fire all the nay dews from ah +re I ft ra t 
heard it. 

C . ;§hat 3cind of firing? 

A i `-.faattering shots . I am speaking n of the specs above where the first 
a of t 'uateer's smeared was found . :ubseeiuontly, when we went tod 

bury the troops there, there was a horse ended steer tag in the stray 
where was crossed . 

In which side of the stream ease the horse standiug l 

A . an the left-hand side . 

hat kind of a horse? 

have an impression that it eras a #tray horse. 

. "hero was that place you found the gray horse in reference to the point 
w30 on the hap. 

I would say about sb re the latter 'L" is in 'Little hi$ filar s . 0
A . 
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. Mate how long this firing lasted which you have described as though i t 
came on a cashsnd moving down is that way. How long, was it from the time 
you first heard it until it ceased - an hour, two hours, or three, or 
how long? 

►la firing, from the time I h+atrr it on the bluffs to y right 
. ow the right bank of the rimer - they were firing there until dark. 

ca mere?' 

the Custer battle-field . Then there were single shots, or moor two 
at a time . ;-hat? 1 I ex in that? 

Tea. 

It is customary with Iu~t3ie ea, ++evea if they find an enemy that has been 
killed two or three days, i€: riding by they will be pretty apt to put a 

into him as he llea there . 

state from the pt ition where you were, an heard this fir commencing 
on the right, how long it was until that firing had ceased, if y u e oa li 
follow its sound? 

A. It we s but a short time . 

4 twee approximately how long you think it was, whether half or three-
 
quarters of an hour?
 


Twenty or twenty-five minutes.
 


How long titter that firing had ceased +mss it until you heard thee. volleys
 

over toward the left in the direction of the v it
 


I wes speaking of the firing down on the line of .zaetreh ; it had ceased.
• firing down there 5t Custer's _;mettle-fiel7 was a general engagement , 
and while that engagement was going on this tiring here happened . 

After that the firing, you say, was general? 

A. Tea, sir. 

A. On wheat is known as the Custer battle-field . 

. In what directior:, it regard to where you found Custer's body ? 

A. In the same direction. 

How long chid that general firing least ? 

A. I should jud ae it to be about two bourn . 

Bass Particular firing as of a gen -el ergage~sint lasted hoe	 loeg? '
 


heavy firing lasted about two hours .
i . 

. neater whet command you joined if e on the 26th of :me, 1895, after 
leaving this tiler where you were left In the 25th? 
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I rejoined j. Been►*s on the night of the about et 
U o'clock. 

♦iil a Yin .t ty; if e 
setic~ea es it going and whet was its length and 

A. The night of thew f5tb we left this tie s r, veaa:e voring to each eerie 
command. and got lost, and run into ditto, r+ent parties of Its ad lost 
our arms and decided it would be safer for us to wee u tie big 
Born and stay them or the Ott* and came past *h no bed 
crossed on the day of the 28th a from where we were we could see th e 
c nd on the hill and heard the firing and in the eve*tna thout 3 o'clock 
I could hear voices north of "'here I was in the timber . 'hhe voices were 
outside on the prairie . I crawled out to the edge of the timber end I 
could see a little valley that the Indians were going up . That was on 
the north side fr where I was . 

as near as you can whet numbers
 

width of the village
 


A. That I couldn't sae. I only *Aspect there *en minutes to watch. 

?roman you sew of the hosts le Indians on the 'with and "6th of Tune, l ?t3 , 
state your estimate of tee effective fighting force of tee ttill .aes? 

d put it down to betwt 

et. t you mean bye warrior or fighting nut? 

A. Among the Indians a 4 is we 'dared a waerier if ha is able 
of handling a gun. 

= .tats what y e know eeout the river from the point where 'AO. *eeo crossed 
it on his advance to the paint he rea ad, with respect to fords, the 
trails, the depth of the eater, the width of the stems, and the bank s 
or bluffs on either side, as far as thee* matters cam within you r 
knowledge at that time or afterward ; begin at the ford shove a j . Reno 
crossed the raver on his advance? 

During the night of the 2 'th I (roese d the river in two places somewhere 
between the ford *here !Air . Reno crossed it oar his advance and pre Maj . 
Reno (moored it Bing up onto the hill when he was tweeter, the valley . 
After that I rode over the country and I sal,. there were fires or six other -
fords, and when we mcoved from o ; top of the hill dote to *there Can. 'erry' s 

nd was encamped ta the bottom, I vent ahead and helped to take th ec 
'mounded down, a I found several crossing a little south* 

;. herev t cn the 25th.Above on the stream from 

A. Tee, sir, going up onto the hill . This part of the strew below, and 
between where Mai . =°keno's comet n l van drawn up in skirmish line end Gen . 
Ouster's battle-field I know very little shout. 

o the point `'8" as represented on the map, state wheat yo u 
shan't the stream at that point? 

was a watering plains. The trill led in to it and I supposed it va s 
tug, but when a went down on the Zith I rode in there and 
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ermined the opposite hothead found it was airy . I hum it was a watering
place. 1'tae right shore was gravelly and the Indians used it as *waterlog
pleas* 

ar end tell *hat you know Sort regard to the rives be loo that , 
Is and banks. 

A, I know of only one ford the one ukase we found the horse and where we 
crossed. 

tar !vas that from the point °R d or *Tr oa the nap. 

I should say from T' to the ford was between a half and three quarters 
of a mile, and almost in a due west line . 

n trails there, tats know or saw. 

A. I not teed only one lodge trail the t led down to the stream and crosse d 
the horse wee standing . 

tats where that ford is with atref*ranee to the Indian village , as tmud 
out by you at the tine or afterward? 

de I think the first sin of lodges I saw after I mot across was on the 
heft bask, probably t boat two hundred yards from the ford . On this 
bott :m at the crossi Pas a pr th of underbrush, 3n the ridbt beak was 
some t iAh er« 

Feam the place where you saw these lodges, ateto in what direction th e 
village extended, or whether the 'willed* was continuous fr m that pout, 
or whether these lodges were einpl - detached trao the Lein village? . 

I oodlc only see where the lodges had been from the lodge–poles and some 
bags a they had abandoned there. As a general thing the Indians encamp i n 
circles in bend* or families, once it was nearly all over the bottom and -
extended out to the footehtile and dove below this ford . A large portion 
of this village was del; this ford . 

whether thews loges where you . first say them, near the 'ford , 
t the upper or lower end of the villafe? 

.w« 

1. hey were not quite to the centre of the v illy 

You have tea if tale in asfd t that it was about 2 o'clock by your *etch 
*mow left the nber, where he engaged the Indians.when a' . h au,o's 

Pow state tow long it was befor that that you last sae t+en. Custer' s 
►ad or any part of it? 

hehen ten and fifteen minutes, I should t°.ink, before; pri >r to j. 
ItaaaAM leaving the timber. I saw en. duster's command, or a ports e of it, 
,Nat: as I wee ,o&1 down into the timber. 

halm did you ;see it? 

Is a southeasterly direction from where I was, about opposite the letter 
"d" in the word "aid" in "3 ono' e c canand'x as shown on the map. 



		

4,. It was about ' at that place you saw his column* 

A. I supposed it to be Gen. t uste,r's solaria, as I knew nothin ; about the 
. ivieion of the command into three battalions . I did not know of Cent . 
Benton learning the c mmand o 

Mta.te whet coafirsmd your supposition in regard to that, if anything . 

A . After zany eonveraetion with Lt . cook at the point "As Gen. Custer's column , 
had shout time to reach the point I saw them. 

At what gait did the cols you saw seem to be moving . 

A. It appeared to be moving very fast . 

. In whet direction was it moving in relation to the stream - up or down ? 

A. Down stream. 

tote a any other fact or circ stenee within your knowledge that led yo u 
to alieva, either at that time Or on found out by you aaf aerwnrde, tha t 
it rasa uen. Luster's column you saw. 

A. I found out after that Cart . 3enteer joined Mal or Marco on . the hill, and 
the tiring had taken pia** shout the time I said it had, and I was satis -
fied it sae Gen . ouster's w and, as no other commend passed beyond 
that point - about half say between Major "teno'a position on the hill . 
and the point ^ . 

a . estate whether you wish to state that accurately, or as indicating about 
the distance. 

About halt way I would say. I can't fi>= it eecuretely . 

In regard to that firing oa the line of march, no described ::y you, and 
which you believed to he that =•f Gain . ouster' s column, state whet move--
manta of Indians were made with reference to that firing or with referenc e 
to that lino of march? 

A . I will have to go sex to wh re we crossed the ford first . hen we one 
to thin ford and turned the knoll, I had a full ties down the valley and 
I could see Indians coming up . The bottom seemed to he just ultra wit h 
Indiana. as to the number, there seemed to be at least fifteen hundred 
coming up. -after we got into the woods and on the skirmish lime I wa s 
astonished not to see any more Indians around there, and having seen Geol . 
Custer down therm and no more Indians attacking us . I think at that time 
thq had diacov-red him and went there to intercept cam . Custer, or 
'hoover the command des, *cut' out him oft and go down to the Protection of 
their families. 

Q. a,tete whether you oat any eo iderfble **mbar of Indians passing to th e 
left sal roan* of 4a3 . aeno•e posit : cm before he left the woods - passin g 
and too his left and rear ? 

All that I saw was from one hundred and fifty to two hundred . a portion 
tiste of course I couldn't see wheat was taskin lace -Shen I vans9tC 

,god, f this point in the timber does: to the right of the skirmish 
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hate whether that large body of Indiana that you saw in the bottom had 
passed arm. Iraj . • eeao' a rear ' 

ho, air; I think not . It world have taken them a longer time to pos e 
around the timber than it took as to go forty or fifty yards in the timber. 

Shea near did the Indians or any of them e e o ae to Maj . o"s 9) > before
 

the Skirmish line was rvsd into the timber ?
 


I don't think they h =:d got *titbit two or three hundred
 


In what mmMbers did they come to that distance.
 


*cold not say ; I could not eeetimeto it because I was firing at the
 

self.
 


. atste whothaer thews Indians you were firing at wore the entire bca o f
 

Indians you had I:reviously seem in the bottom?
 


A . A portion of than, but they wars a vary rty. 

e vary small party? i#s , 

tot* what became of the large force of Indians y saw advanci when 
Maj . Foam's e c nd halted and formed a skirmish line ; v'hsther they eta -

timed to advaaee or rent elsewhere? 

.t. I should sty that they were thee sane Indiana . 's I said before, as soon 
a tey discovered en. Cuater`a command mare hire# down they abandoned . 
Mae . Reno no undertook to intercept and out 'en . Caster's command off 
before it reached the village* 

whether or not you are tom o.iewith the style` of Dian warfare , 
heir mavemeen=•s it battle, and what opportunities you have had i n 

rerd to that? 

1 have Sri a good as o portuuities of mooing Indiana fighting . I have 
been in several Indian fi bta, E. I h.xe had a good deal of experience 

reward to it . 

of time base your experience with Indiana covered? Row many 

hostile Indian* of thee plains be moat likely to attac k 
.a the timber, or in the o*ten grou d? 

In tea open ground . 

re would they be most likely to cheer ;e or close in on their foe? 

be epos ground* 

.red of one hundred en with six of seven thousand„ taste whether or not a of
 


a of ammunition, jndie iouslys used in the timber, where Val * one' s
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Coesema*d sh ed the Indians, could have protected themselves for any 
donsidarable length of time against that psrtiessler hostile village, egad 
if so, how lam ? 

A. Yea, sir, I think they could have held out against the *hole number of 
Indian, as lone is their ammunition and provisions would have lasted -
that is resolute, dot rainedon . 

'=state, if you know, h o w ow* o nion was in MO. Reno'* command in the 
woods at thy: t piece? 

A .	 	 I don't know trot. 

43tete, if you know, from the wound of tiring by Maj . iieno'a eoiad, about 
how aaueh ammunition had been fired away before he left the woad** . Tahoe 
it on a general avers ge . You belie got to consider the tins the command 
was in there? 

A. I should say between thirty cad forty rounds to a amen I mean to a are a 
engaged .' I fires burin ; th t interval thirteen shot.. I lost considerable 
time in going front the outer edge of the tiabar does to the right of th e 
skirmish line . 

.tats about hoe much time you lost ? 

I don't think over five mimotes . 

4teste whether you examined or wont over the battle-field of the Little Big 
Form; if so when, and what discoveries did y_>u sake, if any, Pd. tb 
reference to deed bodies of en aan horses, and what other evidences eid 
you find showing the fate that befell Gen . 'uster'es eommo , or any part 
of it, and state where you found those evidence*? 

A . I went down with Uej . eaa no'a command from t' ie hill to been . Custer's bat-
tle field, and vases there during this whole of the tine they were burying 
the soldiers. I made . 10 discoveries, ezoept this ford . Olen I came to 
it I see from the marks that as I supposed dim . titer had attempted to 
cross there, th of he had been delayed some little time, and left it . I 
ouly judge from the signs I saw at that ford. after that the troops 
come over, and crossed nt this other ford . Then we awes up into chap , 
and I Est hook to get woos araisles that I had left in this Haber whor e 
we arc cut off. 

,. .	 	 -late whether you found any dead bodies of men, or horses on the left sid e 
of the Little Big porn river? 

A, I new two on the north olds of one of those ravines . ?here are two that 
put out above the villers. It nos below the first revise. 

G. Roar far from Maj. etso' • ekira is i line woe that, or his position In the 
woods? 

A. A mile and a halt. 

Hoe user were those deed bodies to this ford that you speak of at th ec..
 

river?
 


.fight he-s been throe-quarters -A, It might have been half a rolls, and it
 


between oneehurt sad threee qu*rtsra.
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you state that as a fact . or an 

A. I state it as an estimate . I saga sa oral deed horses in the vi lieg e 
I suppose belonged to the ?th cavalry. I sae "U.6 ." and With cavalry* 
branded on the shoulders. The were in. the village, on the :ri,ht of some 
lodges. 

Those two dead bodies you saw there - to whet c any, did they
appear to have belonged ? 

elan had on a pair of blue pants very greasy and dirty, and with hole s 
in the knees, and I suppose he belonged to the ?th cavalry . I had no 
mane of identifying what command he belonged to . 

C . The other man - was he a white am? 

A. Yes, sir; he was stark naked . 

Q. were there any other , evidences th,t you saw on that cide of the river i n 
regard to these #tters on the left bank ? 

air, I don't think of anything else just now. 

Beep far was the point where you sax Gen . Custer's body frc, tbe~ ford you
' 2saver de scribed? 

A . a half and throe- quarters of a mile from my recollection of the 

you remember whether there were any dead bodies mattered b 
s whore you saw Goa. Ouster's body, and that ford? 

sir, there very a few bodies between those two points ; per 
third of the way from Gees . Ouster's body, coming to the ford, I sae two 
or three lying there. 

You saw Lieut. Cook on the right lank of the rivers at a li tt lea knoll , 
near where a J . teno's commend grooved, end when you returns to the a 
of Maj.item the command had all mooed over and were wing down the 
bottom? 

A, I think 1 said there mes an Indian scoot at the ford waiting for sr . 

.Mae state whether, in returning to Aa9 . ,no' s command, you mot anyone 
going back toward Gan . Ouster's column? 

A. Bo, air, I have nO recollection of meeting any one . 

"7tate whether your route was such as to enable you to see anyone bein g 
back cieunieat in between the two commando? 

A . I don't think anyone could have been by are with t my seeing him . 

Than, at 1 o'clock F . . the Court adjourned to met at 11 o'clock A.M. 

&onday Ianuary 20, 187 . 
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Chic o, Illinoi s 
Monday, Jan'y. 20, 18?9, 

11 o'clock A.M. 

The Court met puraamnt to adjournment . 

Printout
 


Col. John Be Ring, 9th Infantry
 
Col. L=esley Merritt, 5th Cavalry
 
Lt. a o1. : ♦ R . Royell, 3d Cavalry.
 


Retarder
 


let Lieut. Jeasse . Lee, r_d j't. 9th lnfaantry.
 


Major Reno and his counsel were ale* (-resent .
 


The proeeedinga of the court up to date were read and approved. 

During the reading of the testimony of the witness Girard he made the 

followin ; correct ions : On page 133 he des fired to change the numbers o f 

Indians he than ht eiil be encountered at fro 1500 to 2000, instead of 2500 

as there recorded . On paz;e 139- se to the time Major ~erco's wend left 

the woods changes! 10 minutes past 1 to 10 minute* past 2 o'clock . 

Also corrected the time eon . •+utter gave or Reno his orders to 

abt 1 o'clock instead of about 1 o'clock . 

)in Por no then asked the a urt to slipover the s eeorder to subpoena Capt . 

T. writ Payne, 5th 0ev . and : ergto u y, Co, *1 0 0 ?th Gee. as witre ese 

behalf. ..tabu that Capt. s'eyne a careful exam' ion egad ae 

of this whale country, and .ergt. eeriacy seas present on the 25th en t 28th 

days of June, 1 39't3. 

The court indicated thet it IA act upon this application d ng the 

session to-day . 

Ph. examination of the vitneaa Girard tea then continued by the = ecorde r 

as follow 

order or in:tructioas, it any, were riven by Gee . Custer atState what
early dawn on the morning of the 25th of Inns in regard to halting o r 
moving the oaam a d on that morning, and where did 4sa . Custer go after 
giving such order. 

rVol. 1, p .109 
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A . Ths carseesnd wn halted and orders given to make coffee with small 
fires, the fires to oe put out when the coffee was made, the horses to 
remain saddled, and we would do into amp after dayelight. I had orders 
tocommunicate the same to the scouts . i fteer coffee was awls 1 lanai down 
by the aide If my horse . I don't kuox how long I slept, but Gen . Custer 
woke up, *wad take the two scouts that bad corns is from Lieut . iercaue, 
and accompany bin to where the scouts came from, up on the mounta ins . 
es I was letting ready, and bad gay hack turned to »e m. Custer, eithe r 
Lieut. Book or Ton (hunter *eve op and oohed bin if the emend should 
follow. Re said, "loo, you will rennin here until I return . be then 
mounted and rod* on to the foot of the mountain- as tar an we could go 
with our horses, and then diemouuted and soled to the top of the moun-
tain and. there found Lt. Yarium, -. sayer end Moody-nife who brad accompanie d 
us. 

State when Gen. Custer left the go ad to • upon that 4 ivide, what senior 
officer ruined with the troo;s* 

suppose the next ace or offiaer of the command would be Ma jor Reno. 

id return with Gem. Custer f that piece, and it to, ser+e the trov e 
found where Gen. 'euaete r ordered them to remain . 

A . I returned with Gob. Gusher to within 40 or VG yards of the commend . The 
cO d had then mowed out and come ',bout three piles toward us from 
where -e had left them. 

recite or eireu st nces shelving know fear sari ire wheat directio n 
troop* had changed position and whether or not that chafe had bee n 

made by Gen. Custer** orders. 

with Gen. Custer during the whole time, from the time he left unti : 
timed, and I an satisfied n renders were sent back to move th e 

ems . 

etete if you ki°:tree who ordered the troops to a on during his absence. 

That I meet spy . 

q . Coronae at that point on the nap marked "C" representing the right of 
Mawr hones akirsish line, and give a description from that point awe 
near am ton can of the rtv r to opposite the Debit °'r" on the left bank: 
not only what you saw at the time, but what you asst after, in regard t o 
the timber : whether the timber ':wane continuous or in spots : whether in 
bends with *ponies between, and bow it wlas, s=ivi sa careful descriptio n 
as you can of it . 

A . 'ly reeoliectioe now is that but a short distance after making that tur n 
at the perpendicular ban:, the timber co enoss again, but I don't know 
hoe wide it is, but there was timber scattered oil aalere between those 
two points, with openin gs at intervals. 

~met tea the width of the timber below the point "Ir. 
There ware heavy bodies of timber in there and a good deal of does timber -
I judge it was fr a half to three-quarters of a mile wide, wind lam fat 
and du: at some laces more dense then et others, with openings et places . 
1 wee in there hunting ledge poles to make Iittern to carry off the wounded-
below «r on the left bank of the river. 
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eacribe in the sus ►r, as far as you noticed it at the time or 
afterwards the timbered bottom on the right bank of the river from op-
posite the point where i ajor hones ek',rmish line rested : whether dense 
or open; and whether the timber extended to the bank end all about it. 

"rcnz the point to the foot-hills-on the right bank of the river, it 
was quite open with a little Bettering ttMbor. Below that the timbe r 
was quite heavy, with openings s imile r to those am the left hank. 

Above °., a* the river rune in elop e to the foot-hills and he;ow 
that it follows the bench. 'here is no timber on that side very near to 
the ford where the horse was found standing . 

ere the bluffs on the right bank of the river to the poeitio n 
i+ed by j Reno on the left hash ware he had the skirmish lin e 

deployed. 

A. rully three quarters of a mile away . 

yellowing the bluffs does did they some nearer than that or did they tend 
farther away. 

;state in what condition were the horses of Major mo's end at th e 
t Lase hem engeg the Indians in the woods on the left bank of the river , 
as mom erred eiith the condition of your own horse, and state you hem 
it. 

I did not notice that the horses were icy any Ivey fatigued . They s eeaeee 
to be riding on the bit : miss was. he was cc np rnttvely+ fresh, emit I 
would not have hesitated to have ridden hi 40 or 50 miles the next day. 
He . Ivas my own horse and I had taken d care of him, as tar as razing 
*s concerned. I had no grain for my horse. 

it about the use of your horse as eon red with the balance of the 
horses of the *emend . 

A . think t did more riding the the average of the c+and . 

.d you have a change of horses. 

No sir. I rode the sure horse ell t`e time. 

by ajar se o. 

You do not agree precisely with the map Lieut . Maguire aubutte and 1 
want to get your understanding of the position. Locate the place that 
you and heynold's stopped for a drink of whisky. 

. 

A . I would make this ekirmish line a little different . I think the line 
extended south of seat . 

The witness than Indissted oa the map with a pencil by the figure 

.the point eked for 

Vol. 1, p .110. 
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with you. 

Cr. Porter, Reynold $s +n line, and i3loody-4nifst 

.• Then hove no idea, from this ep,• where you first can the Indians 
the limo ycst communicated that fact to Gen. Custer. 

A . No sir, not by the .p. 

irecti ros. "A" where 'ajar Reno crossed . 

continuation of the line from '"C* to "A" back from tA" end it i ht 
be a little to the left. That wos the feral d traction . 

After you leave Aw what is the character of tine grouad up to the poin t 
where Major Hems to -k position on the night of the 25th .. 

o be level end then broken and rimed . 

aid you gage from the point ohfogy Major on the night of the nt h 
to the point *A° at any time* 

aihht of the 26th about 10 o'clock I cam from above "A* and 
psseed between that and the lodges stood with the deed Indians in t o 
*b a I joined Major Rouen's command o 

Q hat diet o* was your route frost the river at that time. 

A . *A" I at have passed to the right of the knoll I 
about 75 yards, and continued on a trail that eta there . 

night and I could of tell. I eeopposed it was an old lodge trail. 

What do you satins to tho diatonoee re xajor 
Reno ryes on the night of the 25th . 

h. A mile or a mile and'* quarter . 

Than what do yoo fix as the distance between A" end " " by the boa t 
3reestihie ate the right ban, of the river. 

Between: 4 and 5 miles would be my estieet, of the distance . 

b- tweeeas the point where a for Reeno wee on the-nigh t 
point *E* . 

The point where you se.w adjutant ook the lost time, where wee that with 
respect to there rJe Jar Bono was on the night ofthe 25th. 

I did not see Lt . Cook after aamin : back hoar the crossing at "A." . . 

ore did you last see the coins of owl . Custer, tki t you have fixed for 
of your oon to hove been his column.reasons 

+ I saw and c k i * was Gen . Cutter's Ca n as shoat at the polo. to
 

the cord "cos~ and ."
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Whore was the last point yo ono it. 

It wee in that vicinity. 

iou did not sea it about half way between the point where Major Rena too k 
positiosn oat the point '1y". 

I did not. I have not said I did . 

. -g hat was the character of the place from which you first saw the Indian s
 

and from Allah you brought hack the wows to en. Custer that they
 

aeere there. Baas it high land, a hit, or knoll or what .
 


It was a Iittle valley as oe cams *rot= the knoll on the right bank of 
the Little A te Horn on the loft book. shore was a knoll we had to go 
around to go across the ford . 

Is toot the place you s~ +eak of riding on a point of land, seeing tho 
Indiana, waving your hot to t .n . Custer end coiling out they esre running 
like devils. 

a that. 

It was very celose to the Iodgot where the dead Indians. were. 

the character of that lend . 

fo the right it was a broken . country. It wee a mall hill or fh fee t 
higher than 'hero the lodge was stanttteg, and a short distance from it. 

Thom that point whore did you ne ; . the Indians - on which side of the river .. 

A. ?hare woe *here I first sir the Indians to soy I knew they reero Indians . 
In the morning I had seen the :& from the mountain-tom; wham It . Varnuw
togs. `l t is I saw a large blade rase mooing, =,^:hick I s ap, oared to b e 
Indians and ponies . 

Co Where were the Indiana at the time you sew them from that little hill. 

A . They were down In the bott of the Little iio Horn river . 

ow far dour the valley were they, and on erhizhh side of the riv 

I should say over throe .ilea from 'hers we *ore and I judged them to b e 
on the left bank of the river . 

smile and a half away from the ford were you.e, You were then about 

said about a mile from that knoll to the ford .A. 

you to say the knoll at the edge of the river was ato ut aI underst 
mile from whore you saw the lad tans and node the onnonocamout to hon . 
Custer. Am l right . 

Teo air. 

hh	 	 Then room the ford "A" how far doss the volley were the Indians when yo u 
caught at ht of thou. 
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A. I should say two or two and a half rilen from us . 

They re on the side of the river to which 1dejor Remo afterwards eroazod . 

L. Yea sir. 

You oast. down and tad that fact to Gen . Custer did you. 

A . I did not come do, I returned to Lt * Cook. 

did Lt. Cook do* 

e soon ee I commie ated it to him he acid, "ALI right Girard, I go 
and report, you on.", and he wheeled his horse and went back arid T 
joit )e jor Reno'e acad . 

. o don't understand each other . I a; talking about the point of land seers 
you saw the I and toms and said to Gen . Custer here are the Indians and they 
are ruanin : like devils — you said that did you. 

A . Z wheeled my horse aide ways as~nei ed my hat to attract attention and 
hallooed *here are your Indians, running like devils" . 1 rode da , and I 

t ► +en. Custer end ethers sent up there to see theory* 

sure of that .
 


not: I think was
 


vs o at t .nt time* 

I can't say positively : I sow severed ie;eere around au* Custer.
 

impression is he ono close there .
 


1th met officers .
 


. 

A. I don't remember : I remember seeing 'we . Cu ter* 

Ad you ago Lieut. goon*
 


I could :ot place vet' of them *
 


see Lieut. •allece there . 

I did not notice any particular one: he might have been. there. 

was with the officers * 

es sirs
 


In position towerds 4 en . Custer.
 


I could not give their relative position .
 


uw► You don ' t know =hether Cei. toter oaas on the ri k►t or I . 

A. No, but y impressior i s thet "Uen . Custer was to t'h~e ri g oaeno* 

etYou ere about a mile from the knoll the river's edge when you ve 
that information : shat next took place . 

Tel . l., p.1 3* 
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A. `then I rods to the command . e went but a short distance before Gen. 
Custer walled is jasr Ratio who was than to the left. lie beckoned to him 
with his finger and 14 j: r ',eua rode over. 'abet being, my first trir with 
troops I was vary anxious to know what was going on, and hear the orders . 

orders. 

A. . "Major :keno y will take your battalion and try to overtake the Indians 
and brag them to battle and I will support you ." A14 as ajar hew 

moving off sad had got 6 or 8 or 10 feet Gen . Custer said 'sand take 
the scouts with ycu." 

a id Major Reno have any of titer with Ar he was rid irk go with him t o 
Geer. Custer to r eeive that order . 

That 1 did not notice: I was watchir ',en. Custer. 

Did Major Reno came alone or with some officer. 

A . I ain't say : I was not dicing any ether party. noticing Gen. 
Custer pa*tieulsrly . 

AA Adjutant cook deliver the order from g ees. . Custer to e,Jor aleno, or 
did Gee. Custer give it in person. 

A. The order I heard- iven seas direct t Gen. Custer to ej ar Amos I do gnot r tend to yLt. -ook did not communicate the order Tiret . 

ellace, whet he says . the only order ohs receives through 
the sd jutrnt, was not correct in his statement . 

help what Lieut. lsate saes. 

CI. He is not correct, aecordi to your judgment . 

I have no judgment to give of that : this is simply my own testimony. 

hat did Major Reno do then after' he received that order . 

A . Re eterted, tad as I had heard the order, it ome not necessary far to 
receive it tam 'ien.. Custer or anyone also. I eommualeatod it to the 
seouta that. we were to follow that party, aaod tell in. g ee got to the 
ford *bout the same tint*. 

In advance or at the same time. 

A little to the left I think. 

A little behind or before him. 

At one time I was within 8 or 1 feet of a jor Remo. 

At whet time ones that . 

A. In going dawn the v lley, between sh. -re he received that order and the 
ford, and 1 molted there were several scouts to ay right and some to m y 

left I on not positive whether there w ,re nr:a= bete Major ',w ar and . 

:. , v@ been one or two.
myself or not. There 

Where were you when y' had tke edge of the river, in reference t o 

Mater Reno. 

n..l14. 



A . There I think I was a little in sdve nee and to the left, he *Inc to the 
right had to make a larger circuit around that knoll than I had . 

was at ma* dist .moe from you *hen you reached the river was he mt . 

A . I should say he was i^ or 12 feet from ate. 

bet was be . oing. 

sling to the ford . 

Rapidly or not. 

A. I think he was coming et a fast trot . 

he in advance of the cola or not .
 


I think he was .
 


was be alone or not.
 


A, I think he was not alone: there were plenty following right around him . 

are there any officers with him. 

A . I did not notice. 

• You noticed nobody but him.
 


He i.e the commanding officer and I ens watching him .
 


Isefore you passed around the knoll you Aaseac a heavy Indt' .n trail.
 


A . Yes sir there was a tail that turned off to the right. 

.. . You passed that before you reached the knoll . 

A . Tee sir. 

y .,. On passing that trail yo wrs in full sight of 4en. Ouster.
 


A, I did not look back, but I should *ay it was .
 


`; . :bet did 4jor iieno do when ha got to the river .
 


I called his attention to tk' Indians that ,ere in thi bottom. Fe looked 
at ne, looked at the valley and mvs the order "7orsmrd". 

C . "hat language did Inn use to bin t the river's edge. 

A. I addressed bin as n jor enc . 

q. -k .t oleo. 

A. I called Ire attention to the Indian cogaint uj the valley to meet us 
saying, "major Reno the bulletin are oamin up the valley to meet us" . 

.Q. tho was rith him at that time 

A. I did not notice. 
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% as hs stopping there on that side of the river at that tine, or vas he 
moving. 

A. He was just cuing up to the river at the tine ; he was An motion I 
believe. I had halted I think, I am not positive. 

How far were you from the river at that time. 

A .	 I judge 15 or 20 feet . 

Q. You had stopped and j*s jar Renovate still riding,. 

I did not say positively I had stopped : I had halted I think, whs u 
spoke to him. 

-.. . You did roach the edge of the river at that point 15 or 20 feet in sdvotce 
of Major Reno . 

A„ bout the seams time I should say . 

You halted and he Otte still riding when&ou made that remark. 

A .	 I did not say so. You make ma any things I have not said. 

Q. Tell lust what <.a jrr Reno was drig when you halted there : sae he riding 
or not . 

He was moving. His horse was going and mine was going. I checked my . 
hors, and may have halted when I spoke to i`a jor ono and coned his 
attoation to the Indians . 

Lid Major lieu belt or not when you told in that?
 


I think he checked his horse.
 


Na pe' Bono was then in advance of the command .
 


I think he was ahead of it.
 


Bow far was he ahead of the caste .
 


A. I guess they were all near together. 

the others cheek up when Ma' ar .jeno heltNd. 

A,	 ;here seemed to be a :sotslente ry halt . 

Was that because Major keno checked his horse. 

A . I don't know. 

. i-hat did you then do . 

A . I stood th°re and saw pert of the command cross and then rode bac k 
as I have stated to notify Gen. Muster. 

Q. Baad Major nano told you to tame that knowledge back. 

A. No sir, I thought it of sufficient import noe for Wit . Custer to know i t 
without or era . 
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q. *here were the Indians with respect to tie jcs I eno'e caaand whsssn . yon 
started back. 

A . They were coming ui the valley . 

w. Now cross and in what ambers . 

A . I judge about two miles and a half away, ad in very large number* . 

` ; . So large as to excite your apprehetteiosns of =?a jor Reno's abilitfto meet 
than. 

A. Yea, air . 

. That we your reason for sending beak word to Gan . Custer. 

A, No, sir. I knew that won. Cuter was l- boring under the impreasion that 
the Indians ware running away, and if he knew they were costing to most 
us 11bought he would do something I did not know what . I thought it was 
of importance enough for hip: to know it. 

y id it pass through your mind that he would divide his command . 

A . No air. 

A. t)id you have a thought on that sub jeet . 

A. 1 thought probably it might change his plans . 

In what respect. 

A . ay pressing forward, and if there rare any parties out he ,its' t call 
then in, or he might have recalled for Reno for all I knew. 

Z . y id you think it possible that Gene Custer would aroma to the e pport of 
Major nano. 

A . I did not. 

This nation of yours was based upon the large number of 'odious you sa w 
coning up the valley. 

A . Tees air, knowing the impression Gen . Custer was laboring under when we 
stx:rted. 

, . You halts, saw pert of the command cross the stream then turned end me t 
Lt. Cook. How far frost the river's edge was that, at the point "A" . 

A. As I said before this 7-ep don't cone up to my idea . That might have 
been 50 or 70 feet from the river, and from "A" two or three hundred feet . 

From the point at which you turned beck how far was Lt . Cook. 

A . I met him from the point "A" about 75 yards I think. 

iid you moot him at once or did you have to wait . 

A . No, he was eying around as we met. 

q.. In what direction was he casing. 
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A. kisg arouMd the knoll, o cxaix toward us . 

tin# You had conversation with hit. 

a . 

A . He spoke to e, sa i ng .'11e11o, irard, ehaalo is the matter`"" I sa 
had come book , to report to Gen. 4 ster that the Iodious were cooing up 
the valley to aoeet us and I thought he ht to know it . 0r said "all 
rights o on, I will go and report . " 

d he 

'es sir* 

has he aftLL where +den * tueter was found. 

he was. 

That did you then do * 

and mono to they ford . bout that time all the troop s 
one scout whom 1 bed told to welt there for ma * 

troops and went down at the loft o f thsm . 

yc~u halt k with that s out sad have same were. 

o, I arm; ed ove ° iaooatedi +tely — the troops rare ,gariaaa tn . 

w far from "A* tone Cm were the troops at the time you come back t o 
the ford. 

Judge they were fvr~r or five hundred yards, possibly a quarter of a 

mile f "A" 

"A" .had y 

when I loft : I rode about 9 yards and eta ppdd a 
possibly a minute and rods back. y the tine I got baskfew woods or 

they were probably ) yards way* 

d 7O follow after the trop:a 

Yea sir* 

f overtake them *h 4
 


them about half way doers
 


side. 

the left of the troos*A . Imes
 


the Umber*
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Did you ride with them the rest of the way . 

., I etas et no t iae wi thia SOO yards of say company ; I kept out of *0 say. 

sue . 

The *touts were scattered over the bottom. she bast lar►It wsaaa :made where 
Reynolds, Borodino and *yselt stopped* 

in rear of the skirmish line ,r+e you there at that place . 

I . ,ridge 'toms between yards,
 


The skirmish line was formed at that ttae was it.
 


Yes sir, it was .
 


You galloped to the point "10 4 

at first. I galloped till I overtook the troop. . 

q• Than did you . 

o troop. i s oft* .
 


you got to the point "1" did you dismount at one ..
 


*opt had got arty in fit of ems I was riding be►ktn 
oynoldc, porter, Herodias and myself had got together ono by on 

the point "1"' . 

rhea you accompanied th troops till they got about half a►y betwee n 
"d" and 'iC". 

From where I joined them I accompanied them aide by idar till I checked 
m horse and d all' ed them to f we. 

whir you cheeked or horse were you halt say or or. bats
 

*co s
 


ttle more t 

h sgo er from that point to Mier point marred "I"" did you . ride than 
did . 

e laic is I want at a trot and make part of the time. 

Row many minutes do you mmpmwo. 

A short interval: prORaambly half a minutea or a *iaate. I simply checked 
ay horse. 

h the column was agait tram the pa . lp.or half a minute tl,owerto the point 

I did not go aglow that whole distance : I checked up a 

thanYou were a minute or a ate and a half liter raaathin : the point 

they were, 
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A. The time I ("hooked my horse was the time the comm got in front of :el. 

c ' ?How much were they in front of you: a minute or a minute cod a heir . 

A . I can't come dove to seconds . 

when you got there the skirmish line was formed . 

Alen I dismounted they were .
 


You were then whatistsaee behind .
 


A . From 40 to 93 yards. 

li ere the troops dismounted . 

Tee sir. 

here were the horses . 

The men were leading them into the timber . 

,hat we the position of the ekirmiah line at the particular period whe n 
you dismounted . 

F_ . I could see the n, de;cloying as a skirmish line ebd I celled !eynold' s 
attention to the fact that they were forming a skirmish line *ben we di g' 
mounted . 

. Bd*i r did they advance attar their dismounted . 

A. I did .not see theca advance at all. 

; . . o you knot whether they did or di git net advance. 

Nothing more than I have stated, the t they speared to me to have swun g 
around, making the left the right flank . %hey may have marched in, the 
movement I did not see . 

Q . If they had swung around would they not have exposed their becks to th e 
Indians. 

I don't know that it would be necessary to turn their backs tomtit, tha t 
movement. 

.. Than do you mean to soy the right of the line was stationary. 

A. No sir. 

. Where was the right of the line at that time . 

A. -heating on the brow of the hill in the timber at "C' . 

Q . They remained there did they. 

A . They fired some shots from that point . 

. . id they remain there . 

A . Soma time . .. . 1 -' 
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The change was not an advance of the skirmish line, but only a ohmage as 
to the position of the line itself . 

A . It seemed so to as . 

It was to get the men in the timber was it not . 

A . I suppose it was. 

.. Do you an to say the line did not advance beyond "C" . 

A. I can't state positively. 

K.® you know whether they did or not . 

A . I said I did not know . 

C. . Them are you sure you were right when you 'stated there was no advance o f 
the line after the i sa had dismounted . 

A . I did not snswer there was no advance made of the line . 

Now do you to-day know whether or not there was any advance. 

A . I do not. 

Q. How long did thee, ; ., >,ern remain on the skirmish lino . 

A, I judge about 10 minutes . 

Than they were withdrawn into the tbsbar were they . 

They changed their position 'ad cams on the brow of the hill . 

'hey W,re withdrawn *era they . 

yrom being a skirmish line on the plain, they ware a skirmish lime in th e 
ti*ber. 

Q. ?hen the skirmish line was in position when you were at figure "1" . 

A . Yea sir. 

,,as that the time theme man were back on the edge of the timber or th e 
bros of what you call the hill. 

~i . &b)Ut that tins. 

:1 bat wee done then - what did the tromps do. 

A, I have stated they were on the brow of the hill fighting the Indians a s 
skirmishers. 

. . flow long were they there . 

A. I estimated it to be about 13 minutes - while I was going, end tying my 
horse, going up 12 ar 15 foot and firing d or 7 shots . 

%. awing those 10 minutes were they doing anything else than firing . 
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A. I gems not watching the troops . 

. . Gould you hear them doing anything else than firing. Could you hoer the 
horses being used in any rte. 

A. leo sir, not during those 10 minutes . 

That followed after those 10 minutes passed . 

.A . The order wait given, `Men to your horses, there are Indians in our roar. 

Q . o ho gave that order. 

Copt. deer. 
Row far was he tr n at the time. 

A. He was someeh-re within 40 or 50 Meet of where I was standing, probably 
not so far. 

o you kov from whom he received that order. 

A. I do not . 

C . ;id you see isjor -eeao at that time. 

I did not. 

Q. Thou whet followed . 

Te skirmish line withdrew end rent to the timby r for their horses . 

They withdrew at that time . 

A . Yes sir, when the order was given. 

C. -here had they boon before . 

A. On the ekirmleh lino . 

Q. There was the line then. 

A. On the brow of the hill. 

How far from the line were the horses . 

A . I don't say ; I did not set the horses. 

(here were you at that time . 

.. 
A . the extreme ric}bt of the whole skirmish line on the brow of the !,illapt 

the 'streets right hand aeon .
 


C, . Torn were uesr'e t the river of all the skirmishers .
 


A. I judge I was.
 


iere they in leaving the timber after the order to retreat had
C . Ho' long w
 
been given.
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A . Probably they occupied a minute or a minute anda half. 

G:. Sow long did it tans Major ten's aoas d to go from "A" to "6" . 

A, I don't think it took them over 7 minutes - probably	 fire. 

They were 10 minutes on the a hire:ish line. 

A . Yes sir. 

And 10 minutes in Vet, tisther . 

A. Yes air. 

C . And a minute after receiving the order they were baoa on the other side . 
of the river - you have told this atory a good many times have you not . 

A,	 Not s great many times . 

., Aat do you call s greet many times . 

A. I don't think I have told it a dozen times. 

Has it not been your chief subject of aonv .rsatioe to r.11 parties. 

A.	 A ith friends I have discussed it several times . 

f . .	 Have you not declared the fight to be at 1 o'clock instead of a t 

A .	 I took notes at the time or shortly ;after. 

If	 you will answer my cmestioa you will have an opportunity to explain. 
Have you not always declared it was 1 o'elocz instead of 12 wtwn you wer e 
at the timber . 

A.. I may have said one and I may have said two in converse t ions : I would soy 
about. 

q. Could you have said 1E . 

A. No air. 

Mot at any time . 

A . No sir. 

+"ould you have said it was nbavt 1' when you crossed at "A" . 

A . I might some time or another have said so . 

; . You have to-day altered your e•tateneet of the tins . You say you Ind some 
papers or letters in your possession. On Friday or .aturdey lest you 
made your statement, now chore did you get those papers or lettcres . 

A . You said you would allow se to sake an explanation. I made notes a short 
time efter of all the circumstances where I was connected *ith the move -
m nt.of the troops and had them at home and still have them. Before 
starting here I tried to find therm but eou1d not . On the 28th of February 
1877, I received is letter from a certain petrty, and in reply, I hunted 

notes . refreshed my aesury,and wrote 'hat I knee about they wholeup	 my 



�

affair.' ; y I got inforeat ion that letter cram here and I applied fo r 
it and got it and refreshed my nary as to data . 

''hat ever stories y mays have told bateeein the time you sent the letter
 

which you so raysterioue1y saw on eund y .
 


There was no mystery about It.
 


.
 
 Yell which came into your possession on Sunday. Ahatever time you6ay hav e 
fixed for the action on the part of Major Demo, have been incorrect 
unless you raid it was clue o'clock he was in the bottom . 

That part was not correct * 

y **curate watch at the time you mere is the bottom. 

A* I pietas sed to have a very mood watch . 

ere you sure now that your spry in other particulars accurately repeat s 
what that accurate vetch indionted. 

Yes sir .
 


Cie You are sure.
 


as sir.
 


;: . You altered not merely the time when ajcer aemo wan in the hottest,, but th e
 

time when he crossed the ford : whet was the occasion for the second
 

alteration.
 


uch e long time has intervened since those circumstances happened, an d
 

I have not looked at any memorandum that it was an impression I had thri
 

the crossin ; wee at such time. I was positive it was 10 minutes pest 1 
or 2 when I looked at my watch and I thou .he it was 10 minutes pest 1. 

You have altered the other mava ;ante to correspond with the time you fixe d 
for the presenc e in the timber.
 


Yee sir.
 


het is a matter of calculation .
 


A. 1 never fixed the time there, I said about . 

The time major teao received the order from uen . ouster: have you altered 
that at all. 

No not that I remember . I thought the correction of one v d d be sufficien t 
for the other.
 


'hen you last sae Gen . ouster's column whore was it .
 


A. At about the letter ' u'in. ttr word commend was where I last see what 1 
sup ; 5ossd was his a sweat' . 

Where were you at that time . 

On the point of going into the timer at "C 0. 
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.is* after you left Reynolds ehen you and he had that meeting together . 

as sir. 

here was the skirmish line then, in pasitio or not ; was it on the plain
about a t the edge of the timber . 

sloe is they war *till on the skirmish line as we started to 
go into the tieher. 

3'. . You were then about at the latter "'C". 

is the point . 

s the last time you saw the column that for reasons of your own 
you are satisfied was Viet of ' . Custer. 

A. Yes sir. 

Lid you not say you Barr it for the last time 10 or minutes after Major 
Reno left the timber. 

sir.
 


no pert of your testimony .
 


No sir .
 


If you did state that it could u c4 be the true could it. 

A . I soy I did not state that . 

Did you tell Major ex .o of thet feat of hav ice; seen that commend . 

Not there. I told him afterwards, is a subsecuent convereatioae tI mt I 
had seen ben. Muster's command and ha said nake a note of it and remembe r 
it. 

0as it on any day on which the ?tb Cavalry vas fi ring Indians that you 
bad that conversation with a jor Reno. 

A. No sir. 

Was it long after ,
 


It might have been 5 or 4 days after.
 


That'll* the first time you told Major Reno that . 

Yes sir. 

°bat do you fix as the d ista .noe between the ford "A" end the letter "D" 
where you saw the column af Gen . Custer. 

A. I judge the distance between the two please to be a mile and a half or tw o 
.:.ilea. 

At what gait was the colt movin y.
 


its peered to b~ 4oinu fast .
A .. That 1 ar n• t say : 
I 
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Whet o you fix it t. 

A. I simply looked book and saw they were moving and event into the timber . 

Q. have you no estimate in regard to the rate of speed . 

A. I could probably fio the tsti to that they wer-, going at a fast trot b y
the cloud of dust . 

`het vas the character of the country betwee n aA.~ and "D'" . 

A. Rolling and broken, with ravines. 

4. Difficult for horsemen . 

A . Ho all . 

. Could he go from A to D or rather from th* knoll *fors you met	 It . Gook
 

to ). its a direct lute`.:
 


A . No, sir; you would have to make a circuit . 

'onld a stn go from the point where you saw th ;t cold, that you supposed 
to be Gen. Custer's to the point in t direct line - the point where you 
saw Gen. Gutter's eo :an :3 this next to the lest tile? 

Ho air ; I should say not. 

. hot in your judgmont woulti be the longth of time required to pass over 
that diatom*, at the rots at which you as. the eolu amino, from th e 
point where you lest sew the column on its way do= the strews? 

#hen I mat down to :eel. -cook, I did not sec the cc no . I don't know 
whore it was. I knew it was in the rear, but ho, far back I couldn't say. 
It would depend upon the rate tbo troo p :sere going . If they bad been 
gotta at the rate at which they more going when 1 last saw them, I thin k 
it would have taken that*ifteen or twenty minutes . 

C	 . sow long after you left the ford where ono crossed an his advance, di d 
you see that column ? 

A . `robsbly ten or twelve minutes . 

. :het booms of `"bloody r.nite'" 

A. I didn't see him, sir. 

Do you know whether he was killed or not ? 

A. I heard he wet killed . I understood he was killed by the Cheyenne Indies* . 

.o You know whether it was at -'n J . o o'a side, or not?At hose side. 

A. I don't know. 

Q. h're wore you when the first man was shot? 

A . The first an I bass of ben . shot was to my rear and left, leading horses. 
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Row long after you went into the timber? 

I hadn't got into the timber yet . I was ten fleet or so tram the timber . 
I saw routed men leaving the timber going out, and that is all I saw o fM J. :ieno'e command . At that time I heard firing into them, on their way. 

Than seeing this column that you supposed to be Gen . xter's when the men
were on the skirmish line, and it required about tan minutes, for them to 
be withdrawal and placed on the edge of the timber, and ten minutes longer 
to be in the timber, end one minute to remain there before they starte d
back, where would the column under Gen . ("utter have probebly been when 

Remo reached the top of the hill? 

It would undoubtedly have been beyond this. point whore jaj . Reno seat up
the hill at -beut a point I will mark "T* with pencil. I should estivat e 
the distance to be two to two end a half miles . 

t what rate did Reno's column move to the ford on the retreat w et trot 
or a gallop? 

A . I didn*t see them go. 

.. Did you see Maj. Lima's coluun mount the hill-top at all? 

A . Ito, sir, I did not . 

. Whet we the distance betweer the ri-ht of the skirmish line, anc the bill-
top? 

I should judge it to be nigh on to a mile : about a mile. 

Hew long in your judgment would it take the wham you say left the timber 
poll moll to go from the skirmish line to the top of that hill, and 
crooning at this ' pint 'here i . keno crossed, and taking his route up 
that hill-side? 

A. I don't know, sir . I wo .ild have taken theta but a short time . I should 
think about four minutes to reach the top of the bill, from the skirmis h 
line . -

Then you give shout fourteen minutes for the command under ( :o).. Custer to
 

go f rem the pointer to the point *"!" .
 


It would depend on the rate they wore going . I should s y ten or twelve
 

minutes.
 


Vhut is the character of the country?
 


It is there on the divide; no bad ravines after you get to the tap of the
 

hill - none but very small ones. I think he crossed eat the heed of them.
 

The country is such Chet he could have : roceeded at a rapid trot .
 


You didn't see Maj . ►-ten's column moving out but you heard firing?
 


'4 . I hoard firing after teno's command left the bottom going open the hill. 

`tats whether or not with a considerable of firing, a column on top of th ee. 
hill could have beard the tiring from raj . 'demo in the bottom them ? 

J . I think they ought to hear it. 
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Would it not he as audible to theme as tiring on the top of the hill would 
be to a column in th? bottamr, 

A. I should judge more so . 

Did the point where you last moo Whet you supposed to be Gen . Custer's 
column cord a vie, of the tuber, and of the plain? 

I think it did. I poasod there to the night, and had it been the daytime, 
I could have said positively whether it did or not . 

You sat the ooluart at that point, now the column of course 'could hav e 
soon the position in which you wars? 

A. Yes, sir . 

Wouldn't it be easier for them to look downward, than for you t) look 
upward? 

A . They were more apt to see us than we were to ere then. When I saw this 
column the last time I ohs on the point of going down into the timber .
 


Mott ere the duties of an Indian interpreter ?
 


. cy duties were to cc:reeeLenioate between the scouts, and *hoover was i n
 


oommond of them, end with the commanding officer, and with may Indians that 
night coma in. Any news I roeeived through the seouts I reported . 

Tour duties war not then those of a scout ? 

A, I have never been a scout, air. 

you have lived thirty odd years in the country? 

A. Yes, sir : I will be thirt . -one years in the Indian country this cawing . 
November. 

;;, . 'carried, are you? 

A . I en, sir. 

. To an Indian woman? 

A . A white woman, sir. 

. Hays ycm been married to as Id ten ,Iomsn. 

A . Tee sir, I have been. 

This was the first ex :edition of troops that you over sec a enied? 

A . Yes, sir. 

''hat kind of a d-d more i sYou said to Charley ►yaolds in the tinber : 

this?" 

A . Yep, sir. 

. . 4hy did you think so? 

A . 8eeause I thought it was safer in the tuber. 
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di . Why	 did you think it safer in the timber? 

A. I saw the Indians in the prairie, and if the caemsnd moved out into the
prairie I thought the whole command wouldn't last over five minutes . 
thought it sea like running into certain death . 

. And you thought that was an excess of bravery, if awltking? 

A. .1 didn't know at the ties what the intentions of the troops were. As I 
understood at the time es were to charge, and it was my supposition if 
they charged they would return there . 

.Then:tor the troops to move out of the timber was not an act of cowardice? 

A. No, sir ; not that 1 know of. 

You said to ;eynolds after they had charged they would return? 

A. Yes, air. I didn't know what was the object of the more, whether it wee 
simply to charge to drive sommtioly of Indians dut of a certain place 7r 
position, and it would require the whole force of troops to do it. In 
my judgment it was safer for the troops to remain in the timber. 

cd	 	 l bat would hays been the effect of moving in the other direction - down 
through the village? 

A . I should have thoupbt if a dove was made in host dircetio , it woul d 
simply have resulted in the loss of soda few men, before we reached the 
next body of timber, bu : we would have bad probably squally as sheltered 
a position there. 

You would still hale had to take a sheltered position there? 

A, arse the number of Indians I should say yes . 

In any event you .could bade had to shelter yourselves under cover of the 
timber? 

A. I should have codeidered it policy to do so, but I err not a military doh. 

d . lea 'ter . Reynolds a military man? 

A. ho, sir; -helms a scout . 

d .	 	 He it the o e rho lost his head ? 

A. Yes, sir . 

d.	 	And you did not? 

A. No, sir. 

Re was unnerved, was he? 

'object, I will say that ter. Reynolds and _ I wereA. Since you a'e on that 
bosom friends and eampad together, end: twice on the expedition out he came 

a presentiment of his death - that he would haverand	 	told me that he had see	 Gear . Terryreturn from that expedition. - and I advised him to go and 
If I was in the same position I wouldand	 	get from him lesys to stay out. 

+erry shooed hi* out of it. ' do it ; and he west to Usu . Terry, and Gen. 
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Q . Then Reynolds was unnerved in the timber? 

A. Before he went into it . 

Q . Did you nee company ), Capt . ti ter's company move down that highland on the 
right side of the river? 

I did not, sir.• 

het troops, ifany, save that of the column under Gen. Custer, did you 
see on the tap of the hill or highland one the ?5th? 

A. The only command I saw on the hill was on the day of the 25th. I did not 
see Col. Benteea come up. I was in the tuber when he came up, and not 
looking in that direction . I saw Maj . Reno's column on that hill-top on 
the 26th . 

On the 25th, in the afternoon of which Col . Luster was probably killed , 
did you see any of I.'a j . R eno's column on that hill-top? 

A . No, sir . I sew no motion of troops in the direction of whore I bet sa w 
Col . Custer's column, except his column. 

If troops had moved out in the afternoon, say at " or 3, or 3 :50 or 4 
o'clock, and moved to the point "2", wouldn't that satisfactorily accoun t 
to your mind for much of the firing you head it the afternoon - troops 
moving from this point where 1 aj . Reno stood? 

A. No, sir, it would not . There was heavy firing in the afternoon at other 
point than in that direction. 

. where? 

A. Here on the hill where Mai. Ama t o command was . I couldn't fix the hour 
when that firin;s commenced . I should judge now, never having given the 
eubject a th #ugbt before, that it was between 3 end 4. 

Q . .:3etween 3 and 4 was the heavy firing? 

A. Yes, sir, heavy firing. I knom there was a long space of time that ther e 
was no firing. I heard a few shots in the bottom - one, two, or three . 

Yo fix b'tweeeen 3 and 4 o'clock as the time of that heavy firing fro m .
 

Me j . Reno?
 


A . About the time it commenced . It continued until the evening about dusk; 
e little before 9 o'clock I think. 

. Thou before three and four this firing deuced, and continued heavily?c: 

A. Heavily. 

to you suppose a -on surrounded with a fire of that kind, as close to hi mC. 
as it was to the force under Reno, would be likely to hoar e noise 
made in another direction ? 

very apt to.A . I think not . No would not he 

:eriod of time do you fix during xhich there was no firing ?- hat 
A. A couple of hours I should say. f . 

i00 
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• From what tine ? 

ftrr Maj. Reno left the timber we could hear firing up oa the top of th e
hill. A hort tine after it eeese d entirely, and than again I beard a few
'shots fired it the valley, and eererythinp remained quiet except a sho t 
now and than, but I couldn't tell in what direction . This continued until 
the engagement commenced again in the owealng . 

was there much firing= Ma j. ono'aa column wb he was in the timber? 

Oh, a lively skirmishing. 

, ant the presence of the Indiana such that there was reason to expect a 
prolaaeed fight there on the pert of the Indians , 

C. Yea, air. I can't say when the first shot net fired by acmes command . 
then I vac diara©untiilg I heead a ;ens shots, but I can't say whether it 
was in front of the askirmish line or outside. Foss of our s amts bad 
cone outside rsfter some patties. 

. L'o yon know whether there as any firing on the akirmia h line? • 

Ido. 

. Lush or little? 

I did a little firing. I did not see the troops at that time, but I head 
considerable firing, while they taro in the timber. I do not knot how 
much a ':unition each .ar expended, but I should estimate between thirt y 
and forty rounds to the ;Pan that sea engaged . I don't know #row natty round s 
they had when they went into the fie'ht . 

Have you any unkind reeli,rg toward t'as,l . }te1no?. 

y . I have not, air. 

( ;. . Not a p'rtiele? 

A. Not a particle, sir. 

a id he diamisaa ou from your pot itlon of interpreter ? 

A. Be did, air. 

~,. . Prior to this tattle? 

A . He did, sir . 

hid you have ni unkind feelings toward him on that acwuut? 

A . None at all, sir. 

Tho reinstated you?• 

A . car . Custer. 

The court was then cleared upon the n7plication of Major Rena fo r 

aaidi% anal, witnesses made this moraine, and after mature deliberation was re -
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opened and the decision of the *curt we. *moused that the application woul d 

be granted. I 

The court then it , o'clock P. M ., ad j urnsd to seat at 11 o'clock I .W 

throw., Tuesday, :eny. P1, , . 

EI!Tli DAY. 

Chicago, Illinois 
Tuesday, Tony fie 1819. 

11 o'clock A . 1 . 

T ho eon rt et purenaut to adjournment .
 


Present
 


Col. Job. R. King, 9th Infantry
Col . zeslsy tierritt, 5th Cevalr y 
Lt . Col . N. R. X11, 'd Cavalry. 

Deco r. d o 

1st Lt . :ease I. Les, •;dj't ., 9th Infantry. 

e jor o end his counsel re also ;p resent . 

The proceed Inge of the last session were reed and approved . 

=`itness Girard corrected the record as the same appears on page 1?4 i n 

answer to the question, Have you boon married to an Indian woman, by =king 

the avower read - "I never as married to an Indian somas' : I have had 

Indian women, ' 

The examination of the witness G irard by Major Reno was then continued 

as follows: 

I wish you would fiw on this map the place whore Charley Reynolds wa s 
killed . . 

Reynolds was killed at a point bsgll of the point 'I" and in a southeasterly . 
direction from it, at about the point I now mark "3" . 

}' . Where were you at tb t time . 

A. At the evge of the hill. 

ould the letter "C" indicate about the point you were, as well as an y 
other. 

A. Tee sir. 

.. Reynolds was killed trying to e»ert:=ke Major o'a command was he not. 

1 . Yes, air, I suppose so. 
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: . Iloo for from the fora "A" wan the point on the top of the hill or mountain
where Geo. Custer west, end on returning found the command had been moved . 

A. I ,judge it to be beteeee 1" and 13 * 11es . 

when he ease ban the cccu we. already in motion without sly order 
being, given by. himself. 

g. Then he returnee from the mountain toy the o and had moved whore 
we had :wade coffee that morning, about 3 miles . 

Ce. In the same direction in which it afterwards continued to metre . 

A. Yea sir. 

lc~ you men to infer or to have the court to infer that it was by ear 
Penes s order the commend gyred forward . 

Not at all, from my testiy. 

Co Do you know whether there were , ny aide-ode-c •amp to Gsn.Custer there . 

A, Lt. "ook was his ad fist►fut . 

you know whether thorn was any offlc er acting as aide-de-temp. 

As No sir. 

. e o you know in what capacity Capt . Ponca roister woo acting . 

A. I don't bww I suppose he was in command of his caraway . 

Q. Do you }ono whether he had amt other duty to perform than to coara end hi s 
company. 

A .	 	I do not . 

,,	 ea you or not Lacer by who order the command oes moved while aen . Custer 
wes on the mountain top . 

A. Co, sir. I never pretended to say I did know. 

oo the order of march changed after "et. Custer returned to the column . 

A . he simply followed down the valley . 

The some order was observed after he joined the command .k. 

A,	 	 he line of march : yes, sir. 

Yesto day you ware asked if you thought it pas:. ibl" that aeon . Custer 
would arose to the support of major nano, anZ you aruwered, no sir. Did 
you have any thought whatever upon the subject of what would be th e 
action of ur ea . Cutter, after he received then information you had given 
to Lieut . Cook. 

I thought probably it might harry him up, or change his plans, if he had 

any.
 


;IA you think he would go on the right hand side of the river.
 
. 
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A . I don't know that I have the subject a thought at that time . 

ere you not astonished to see his solos, go in that direction. 

I, I don't know but I was a little disappointed, though I are not a militar ynan. 

.; ere you not astonished . 

A . No, sir, not really astonished . 

a . Have you not said -you were astonished . 

I have said I expected he would support o s, but I did not know how h e
 

intended to support us.
 


Have you no°: said you wsxze astonished on seising him go in that direction .
 


I may heir - said so.
 


vs you not said so often.
 


I think not.
 


aid you say so to any officer .
 


, I can' t say to whom I addressed my conversation . 

' .. . =)id you ever toy so to Col . . . "With _'f en. Ferry's staff. 

A . I en not ours . 

E . Rove you any children by Indian woman? 

The Recorder objected to the quest ion because its only object must be to 

attmoa t to degrade the witness in public estimation, and asked the Court t o 

instruct the witness he might gnawer the quo -.t ioc or not as be chose . 

The court instructed the witness be need rot ono r . 

Now many miles had the horses belonging to the command traveled within the 
three days preceding, co m encing on the 22d of June and ending at the for d 
we on the 25th. 

A . I never measured it and would have to guess at the distance . The ad I 
heard they trnvale<r l miles; the 23d *bout 30 miles; the 24th about 35 
miles ; the night march on the 24th about 1" miles to whore we halted t o 
make coffee ; from thereto the divide I outlast . at 5 miles and from there 
to we where Major Reno crossed the river I estimate the distance to b e 
13 milee, making a total of 137 miles . This is the first Limo I aver 
figured on that distance . 

. . e4s your horse any bettor or worse than the averse esvolry horse. 

A . I thick he 'as a toucher bores for that purpose . Be was part Canadian. 

Did you not have vary much btt>r opportunities for grazing your horse 
than thec:atclry had . 
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A . Tea sir, I had . 

q . des it not their practice to ride in order, and remain together durin g
the march. 

A . Tee sir. 

r,d,	 	 did you not have opportunities by virtue of the office ydu held of going 
off the line of march and get goy grazing for your horse . 

A. Yes, sir, I went wherever I muted to for gress . 

You had better opportunities of taking ',are of your horsey thou th e 
envalryr . 

A. Yes, sir, in the way of grazing . 

;, . -=ere the :boadiee you fcmmd on the left ba}rk of the streen mutilated or not . 

A.	 	 They wars Aped. 

r either of them handles*. 

A . I thank not. That is my recollection now, though seeing so many I can' t 
recollect certainly. 

. . Row long after Major Ratio's command left the timber did rssynolds attemp t 
to follow hi>=.. . 

A . That would be getting oe down to seconds . I can't say, it was immediately 
after. 

dusetiona by the Recorder. 

. You have testifier that you were with Gen. Custer all the time from the
 

time he left the command where coffee was mate in the early mornine o f
 

the 25th till he returned End met the oemlrusad, and you were satisfie d
 


the command had been moved dorwerd wit .out any command from den. Custer. 
Now Etcte any fact or circumetsnce which led you to believe that was the 
vase . 

On our return, about two mile ; from the mountain top where Lt. Verstua 
was with the scouts, and about three mileaa from where we had made coffee , 
on coning up a little rise, are looked ahend and the commend appeared to 
be coming t oae ri us. Gen . Custer, not addreeaing his conversation t o 
me, but rather seeming to express his thought aloud, put spurs to hi s 
horse, 'eying "rho In the mi achi of -". 

Major no here stopped the altness and objected to his stating an y 

conversation with Caste. Custer in the abeeace of Major Reno as not within the 

scope of this inquiry. 

The Recorder said: I wish this witness to detail the fasts and circum-

stances by which he nowe Gen. Custer did it order the command forward : and 

.aj,r nano or :pine one else may be shown hereeftar .whether it was by order of 
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The 0-anrt directed the witness to continue his answer, ohiah he did a s 

fo lbws: • 

awed that commandt and with that started in a fast lope and I followed . 
This first an he net was 4o_ . Tom Ouster, probably 60 yards shoed of the 
command, and the first question the General asked suss was: "Yom, who 
moved the commend?" ills reply was, "'I don't know, the orders were to 
march and we marchoi ." 

You have testified that when yourself„ Reynolds, and kiornd ins hated i n 
the little sway, near the skirmish line of Major do's command, you saw s 
few Indians about 1000 yards away . mats how you arrived at that distance . 

The Indians were riding wound on those foot-hills to the left of where 
the skirmish line was formed . They had got about opposite the lino en d 
were fir :ng at our scuts who wore going into the ravine to try and captur e 
some dies . ;:e were firing at the Indians, sad some one, I don't recrstei-
ber who said let us all fir throoea different sights, and soft took *300 
some 1000 and some took 1200 yard rams, holding a soars* sight on then, 
and every bullet fell short of them. 

.. hertz %bore any other Indiana nearer to 4".e jor ; ello' a'r command et that time ,
 
if so, how much wearer, and in what authors .
 

A . No sir, they appeared to be about the s4:nae :istaoee. They were riding 
along one and two and three together, I can 't rive the numbers : I dha' t 
think I saw ovor 40 or 50 . 

Did you report to Adjutant cook at the time you set him at the t knoll , 
anything in regard to Major 'osno's wand having than crossed the river . 

A. No air, not a word . 

You ha-e testified th ot you thought if Gen . Custer knew the Indians were 
Doom up he might mast to recall ' e jor Reno . otote whether that it a 
mere emu pos i t ion of yours, and if not state whet :raduesd that impress ion 
on your mind. , 

it, It was simply a supposition If nay wt. 

Q. tats from whoa you saw then or leaned aftert whether the Indians you sa w 
cooing up the bottom to meet Major Nano was the whole fighting force o f 
tho village or only rest of it. 

I should judge from the momber that it was the whole fighting force . 

tete whether any trumpet or bugle tolls were sou ailed at or about th e 
time Major Reno's command loft the woodi oa the retreat . 

A . I heard none. 

C . State from the time you first heard the *tottering shots an the right ban k 
of the river, on whet you believed to be 0wu. ouster's line of arch, how 
long it was till the sound of firiw bosoms general . 

A . I believe I said lb or PO or 25 minutes. 

==tote how 1)fl that goners' firing lasted . 
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About : hours. 

c. what was the d irecti ;sn of the sound of that general firing - I de n't mean 
the exact point of the coapes. but whether from up or down the river. 

A . From down the river - a southeastern direction . 

Q. Had that general firing down the river ceased before you heard the 
firing as of a general engagmeent around Maj . :law's posit ion on the hill. 

A. The general heavy firing had ceased, but as I said-before, I beard firin g
there till dark. 

How long bad the heavy firing deem the river ceased until you heard heavy
firing around Major es point ass on the trill . 

A. I can't fix the time. There wee an. interval .if perhaps halt an hour . 

Q .	 	 :Auto whether or not you heard scattering shots around Major Keno's posi-
tion on the hill during the time the mound of general firing was goin g
on down the river. 

A . I heard a few shots but I could not tell whether their were on the right 
or left bank or ' in the bottom. On the line of Major aerie's retreat there 
were several soldiers killed, and es the Indies would pass by them I 
could hear thew firing into the deed bowies of the soldiers, and I could 
beer them talking distinctly. 

Alen you heard firing in the direction of where Oen . Custer's body wa s 
afterwards found, in whet d irecti cwt was the wind blowing . 

From the dirction of ass . t uster'e battlefield . The way I remember it fa 
when sitting in the brush in the timber where major ieno'e skirmish lin e 
had been formed, the Indiana salt fires in the little openings lathe 
timber end the smoke came over us from the north, passing in the direction 
free which we bed come in the morning . 

; .	 	 net are the general duties of an interpreeterin bls' : relations to the
 


commanding officer, whether at a poet, or in the field.
 


A. As I understand it, I em under the direct cansand er order of the Poe t 
Commander, whoever he may be. If there is an orgenizartiost of Indian 
scouts I amender the *mound of whoever cols the scouts. If there 
are any Indians arriving et the Post, I awake it a point to set all the 
news they have and report it to the commending officer, and all coamuniee-
tions he has to make to Indians are made through the interpreter . 

Q. etc a whether his duties are of a confidential or public nature . 

A. They are often confidential . 

Q. Under what commanding officer were you serving when you were subpoenaed 
here as e witness . 

A. Under Gen. turgis, 7th Cavalry. 

c., irate in whet capacity you belle been employed by the Goverment since yo u 
Indian country, and name the officers under wham you hal ehave been in the
 


so served.
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Major Reno objected to the question as entirely foreign to this ir.ruiry . 
We have only asked such questions as will teed to show the bias of this wit-

ness towards jar Reno. 

fihe quest ioe was then a ithdrawn. 

Mats if yn know for what reason you ere disabearged by Major keno or 
what reason* were Oven et the time by Major Reno himself . 

Ms r Reno objaetod es an improper subject of inquiry. 

" ithout clearing the eourt the ob jeetten of ajar Reno was sustained . 

Y o u have testified that the eos n traveled 109 mils from Jima 22d up 
to the time you reached the point "es on the map . bow state how much 
more than •that, if es ny, your horse had traveled during time sane time . 

A . I don't think I had ri Jam more then 0 or 10 miles more than the command . 

boy► was your horse supplied with grain, as compered with the horses or th e 
'Impend. 

r . . I don't know boo the horses of the eoaomend were red . I had a little groin 
to rt with and fed it sparingly to sake it last. 

ueaetions by Major Reno . 

"hat was the elmreeter of the eountry at the base of he eormtein to th e 
to:7; of which Gen. Custer went seed saw the Indians. 

On the side we went up was a little revise ithtither in it emend part of 
the -gay up there was a spring-

What was the character o the country over which the commend mooed from 
the point eh-re Goa . Custer lstt it that time to the weoirt of his return 
to the command . 

A . ::meth and level, ea little riei n .
 


:. . what was the eh' raeter of the country on the other side of that .
 


A. That I could not say . 

. as it hilly or not. 

A . I think on the right it was not hilly : on the left it was mountainous. 

it neecesnery to go to the top of the mountain to obtain a vi 'w of the.8.e 
Indian anco mp eat or wiling* . 

. That was the intention and object . 

That aces the height of that mountain above the route traveled by the acmes! . 

A. I should my several hundred feet . 

k„ . .ofd that aomsteiu top command a good view of the Indians . 
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A. We had a good view of the Indians and ponies : we could at distinguish 
one from the other. le sew a large black haws . 

• re was the next point after that where you tae the Indians . 

L . At this knoll near the ledge with the deed Indian in it. 

{z . Bow far from the mountain top was it to that knoll . 

A . I should say 11 wiles or so. 

How many Indian . eoutt crossed the ford aed went into the engagement with 
Major a to. 

A . That . I don't know.
 


'. . Those peraous on the left after ponies, were they ladinn :route.
 


A . Yes sir. 

You -sere ith ?ceolde at that tins. 

e . Tee air. 

(Oleet ices by the Court . 

bout the point "8" you speak of heaving been over the grand over the 
left bank of the a tren :s to get lodge poles . Are you eerte t there was no 
nro mtng there - that_ it would not be possible to make a crossing there . 

I . I did not examine it on that side of the river . ` beae+n we moved don hit b 
the command to bury the deed, I noticed a well beatten road, led to it , 
and that the opposite bank was elry, and the bank was about 18 inche s 
higher than the eater. I found there had been no horses or animals across 
there . I knew it mutt be miry or the Indiana themselves would use it . 

uo you thick it had been used as a watering pits f: the right bank, 
with the Indite villere on the left bank. 

A . Yes sir. 

her-- was no possible way of gutting out .on the left hank. 

I think not with animia .
 


The witness thou retired..
 


Lieut. Chas. e . garmem, 7th cay. a witness called by the eeeor, er, bein g 

first duly sworn, to testify the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth, testified ae follows : 

Cues ti ons by the border. 

-tats your here, rank, regiment, and there serving,r . 

Charles = . V rnum, let Lieut. and . ){. 7th Cavalry, retr inn a Fort A , 
Lincoln, . . . 
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On what duty 'sere acv t oa PMth and a6tb days of 1876, end with
 

what command .
 


A . I was 2d Licit * 7th Cavalry at that time, in command of er d etacbtlnt o f 
Indian coute, with the 7th Caw . under an . Curter in the vicinity of 
the Little Big Horn Av er, °` e~te n Territory. 

Of whet troe-s or a a^enies did Leas, Cueter eoseaw consist OS the morning
of 7bm. 5, 18,6. 

A . It eonsiet rd at P companies of that 7th Caval.rl, and the detachment of 
Indian eouta "Mich I commanded . 

as Major ► e. nano, th Cave eaol+ud . 

A . Es was, as second in oommmd o 

inst what enemy if any wee thee. e nd operating. 

A . Against the hostile Indians. 

C . s=tate whether or not the le companies of the 7th Cavalry .ere together 
on , the morning of the 25th of June, 1876 . 

A . They were. 

1 . At that time what were the tndicatidns if and of the prontuity of hostil e
 


Ind iaana .
 


. I was not wa the trail meetly oa the morning of the 25th, but was e -
e 

t shed, :tp oOMt'tirg. This indidmtions were the statements of cur Indians 
that they could see the village• 

stets if y e< know into what battalions the commamd was divides bn the t h 
of Inns and chat officers 'ere assigned to the ee nd of those battalions. 

A . I was not present with the o ad when the divieicsr versed* and do t 
know, except as appeared after. 

etete wheth^r or not jor Reno had ooee nd of a separate battalion on 
the 25th of Tune . 

A . lie had. 

flow many companies were in his be+tteolion 'and 'hat ewe its effective Ptre€8 th,., . 

I don't krow what commend wan assigned to ` i jor 'demo . I only know *he tvx . 
was under hie eommand when I met him. then had three campanile with 
hits. The mother of eon is a r otter of opinion only. I think the companies 
averaged about 40 seen each. 

Do you know what orders were iven by den . Custer e r hie ad jut iut to 
Major memo on the p5th of June 1876 with reference to attacking or pur-
suing the hostile Indiana . 

A . I did neat he :r any : I was nut present . 

. Wens there any separation of the command, and at what point did the
 


separation of ':%%J . lore's eoromm from (ion . Cu= ter' occur .
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A. The command of Maj . nano ■as passing Gen.. Custer end his staff at the
time I reported to Gen . curter. That was (bout a ails from where Major
Reno afterwards ermined the Little b ig Born . I started on and fell in 
with the command as it went. - I think one ea sy of the battalion ha d 
crossed the river when I reached it. 

C . , e:scribe with se mush particularity as you can the a',oveassumtae of the thre e 
companies of Major Reno's commend, from the time it separated from Gen. 
Ouster's corn, to the time those coasl':aante:s awe within :Tight of the 
Indian village or within sight of the Indiana, and state what orders i f 
any were given by Major Aisne durix g that particular period of time . 

A . I, do not know whether 'the Indians had been seen by Msj ar teno'ax comman d 
at the time it separated tram Gen. %uastsr or not . I had soon the Indians 
in the betties for an hour or more before the separation took place, as I 
was on the hi g=h bluffs. The three companies moved out in column of fours 
at a rapid gait . I -ode at the flank eat e rapid gait to overtake th e 
head of th , column, crossing the river as I have atated . 

After separating from Gen . aueter's column, where did you last see it 
before eroasi the river. 

A . I did not see it again after. I left it, robebly I might have _een it , 
but I did not look for it. 

( . when Major Reno's ooas and edent down to thin ford hoe far was it ahead of 
Gen . Custer's column at the time it reached the ford, judging by the gait 
both were going . 

A. ;hen I left tem. Custer he war at the head of his column moving at a sal k . 
Major Reno pulled out at a trot. Iron what I hs=`e seen of the country 
since Gan► . Custer mu et have turned off so that it is impossible forme 
to toll what was their relative positions. They ety have been traveling 
in the same general direction or not, 1 delft know . ' 

het time of day was it when the village wag first seen by you, and a ow 
far was Major Reno's commend from the village and how far was Gen . Custer' s 
column from it. 

A. I had seen the village before the commands separated . 

',. et:cribe fully end clearly the lost fax: of the villa ge when it was seen by 
you ; the topography of the country around it in reternavice to the stream , 
the hills and mountains rarer it, ar it appeared at the time or eh rub-
sequently ascertained by you. 

A . The village was situated along the left bank of the little Big Born, and 
owing to the lay of the lam!, that is the bends of the ::stream, and the 
timber around on the left bank it was imps= able unless you gat out aft 
the plain to see -'uoh of the village . I could see seams of the teepees 
but it was impossible to see the whole extent of it ; and never hevi rag been 
over the ground since where the village stood I don't know the lay o f 
the country there . 

From the view you had of the village or of the Indians, what was your 
opinion at the time as to the size of the village; that is the effective 
fighting force and state to what extent those impressions were confirme d 
by events that transpired after. 
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I don't Chia* I ever made an eestimate of the strength of the Indians till 
it s over. bra 'ere more Indiana than I ever sorer before. I had teen 
#aimenae numbers of Indians the top of the bluffs f ile out zeouti>ng
eta knew tber,~ oat s very large vik l~age there . 

rho bask ot the Little hig kin, where Major the* sepa .d 
/and give as detailed d eaeria tioa, is narrative toPrnthe

" eaemeeee ive reo tamest', of ,Or won s eeolmmn; the s ere given by Maj
, 
. 

Pane or eoscuted underr' his direotiorea, stating every eir tanoe within 
your knowledge as to his conduct as the commander of troop* up to e n 
eludi the 26th of June Ill. In a* nr to this question give a description 
of the ground passed over by Major keno' e e wend, the Aroma ore trews 

the eageager onts hod, and in short, every etreunstance h tins any 
the conduct of MA or Reno or his command on the 25th and 26th 

days o f tae 1 . 

I I:e~ft the heeaad of Gsaa . Cutter's column to over to the 
>e tot get ahead of the trot s t al tos to 

stout as in : the head of the column toot after trotted a little tribute .ry 
of the Little I was about the aiddls of the column es it pitte d 

was forced off t to trail and didn't join the commend unti l 
just crossing that fort. Ono ***potty had got trees the ford at 

Igoe tarots motif * There were eight or tea Indian stouts with 
e tune, and . as *oat as the cola passed I was joined by Lieut . 

boon deteiled to assist in scouting. a started out 
fi'"ty to seve yenta yards end of they command. The hot-ham opeaed out 
wider are we ten* (loot the Rtroso . Thom was quite a large body of th e 
Indians some little diet ce off, and t:+ y were running sway from us an d 
then runni- g back, ranting hock and forth across the prairie s toward 

and in every direction, apparently trying to hi* *1 the du:° t their 
d, +anti it =eye so two:40d with duet it was isa osaible to die sower ahe 

of Ind ienn there . et tines they were apparently dun,: i eetaeezy Fran 
ure and than h: Iting end circli7°g armed and making a heavy dust . I 
noticed all of sud s that they e7pped and turned bawckwa , and I turne de 
my hoed around sal longed bath to doss the cause9* ead I noticed a 
'battalion deploy oa trees tame into line, and I supposed at the tim e 

y *apposed they were &Aug to belt, and turned back. on ud et that 
. The commend then ,wed forward a rein in line and ie rode on, I 

pose, fifty yards to front of the "are, and as we lent down the botto m 
we worked 'at toward the bluffs, toward the left of Col . do's line. 
Indians let us cost closer and closer as ere coat down, and we could sa e 
abut half way down to :her, the ;final hilt woe made, and we could see a 
number of Indian tape's, and eo sea worked out tom the leapt ee could 

quite a number of tepees, eta they evidently were circling among . 
elves, end ohm' they got down apposite. the village they didn't un-

the wills a mach* es went on down pot ibly two Bile., oOdethe line 
dismounted. I was not .p Besot end didn't hear any oft he 

4on't know what order. ors given. %bon the 1i eo halted, I 
b Lieut. Rare, t tore she line, nod the India eoo+Utt ;+, epee they 

in the Indite fashion sera goat I don't toot, Where, end =:ygenerally tight
 

I beloved to Was to the line, Capt. ylan's, and I
old .eunpeny that
 


to him and told him I should stop with 4r; oe psny
wont . back and reported
 

then deployed pers,eenr icul Orly W the
during the fight . The line was 

general dimotion of the river, etad the ekir'7ieh, immodlete y 
betimes the Ind1n an the troops. hen I how been on the lip,t+na or 

00.
fifteen mina-tea I toerd somebody aa' .tom e gal a to emerge a
 


coy-n throe .h the toode . toothier to that effect .
portion Of the villa -e 
of the eon calling out-'"G a ampany tin ; to a 3̀'''e .I heard 

down into the ti nt- to go pith; the t eeny11w on horse sand , I tut ee 
In the titer thug it 1tttl othat ass going to 'cherge the village. 

442 *
 




��

I 
glade or opening, and I know is riding in on to this opening I eould sec 
the strewn in one direction, so we mast have b near the strew, and 
could see the line of the opening in front, nned upposeed there ens a de-
tached portion of the village an the other side of the throws, and tha t 
ins whore they eere gate; . I leaved e o order. It was just a rumor that I 
followed, and I saw Col. ;air o there. It, was rt€ht with *0" c n ay . 
evidently daaloyinr it, or assisting to deploy it to go through the hoods 
The company was on the doze stream Ads of the opening and I amid : "I a 

going to charge!" or something like that, and I rode to where the colone l 
was, and the colonel asked no if I lied past come fro the line in front, . 
and I told kin I had as few mooeent; : esp . In coming, down there I was d eleays d 
by the narroe intricate paths in the ''inst edge of the timber gettin g
through there with ,ay horse, and he said : "I you would go hack-there ,Sri<h 

and see haw things are going on, and come hack f-nd report to me. " 
I turned beck on ;ey hoarse, and was riding across this o ; oning when I net 
Lieut. Hodgson and asks him if he had just come from the line, and he 
maid he bed, and I told him Mai . : :;one wanted to know what was going an o n 
the line, end if he ou ld report to him, I would ride up mad come dow n 
airs a few moment : afterward. I was with him a few minutes afterward . 
He thought his horse was shot, and he was anxious to know %boat it, sad 
tht delayed us s minute, then I :=eat upon the line . I went up through 
the paths to where the liner as. dhe line art that time ap ;eneer=;d to have 
fallen beak to the edge of the timer, that le, it was lying on the edge 
of the tither Instead of being perpendicular to it. The oansend wa s 
lying in the timber, end I could .ot see ell of the men. 1 saw Copt . 
ioplua he first when I ;got onto the edge of the lino, and he Railed out -
I don't know that he intended to speak to me - that the horses that we 
had dismounted from were beyond the left flank of our lie*, %het the 
Indians were circling into the timber toward his left flank, and 'mil d 
cut eft our horses, and that all our extra ammunition was there, and that 
something must be done. I told him that I Could bring then up, and I went 
chassis . In order he sec down the line, I had to go down into the woods to 
this opening, and I rode do-on to the left of the line, eta Gelled ou t 
for "FS 1° company men to follow me with their horses, and then, I guess , 
the whole of the other companies followed me . I went up with uy :awn 
company, and we acme right in the r a:r of dbere3 de et . ;oylean seas . This 
woe about at the rear of his ow' line. I dismounted then,. and went up 
on the lino, end as I did to I hoard Cart. Moyle* cell nut that his men 
weer out of urerunition, and he ordered Vet oath alternate anon should fell 
back from the line said get ammunition out or their aeeddle-bags, and re -
turn to the line, co an to let the others go heck and get a ounition from 

their saddle-begs. Man I got up to the right of the line one met hr . 
Girard and Charley Reynolde, and stopped and tented with than I gusts 
about a minute or two or throe senate . 6{hen I heard from the woods 
cries of "Charges char `I de are going to charged" There vas quite a 
confusion, - something bout a charge down in the woods, an, I jumped up 

and said : " hate that" and started darn into the woods and grabbed 'ay 
horse, veryboGy was mounted . I didn't hear any orders . I just =der-
stood the men calling that they were going to charge, and I grabbed my 
horse and mounted him, and thin being in the bushes and the .=men mounting 
just outside of the bushes kept me in and I couldn't get out until the 

bed passed . As soon as they passed o that I could get out I got into 
out with the men. The head of the c:elm wa sthe path myself And temp 

then about a wimple of rods or eQaasthiLg like that from the edge of th e 

I let ,may gorse have his head end pretty soontimber as I cone out and 
e s I coma •overtook the head of the etolumn. I had a very feet harsee 

with the head If the columns it was probably about half-mays from there 
up
to the ford at which we creased soon after . I aeaye up on the left-hand 

2ide of the column, and I didn't see slay officer at the head - that is, 
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as I came 'gip, ulxd erst*td. I supposed there had been a charge sh e 
and th t the first s out of the woods had struck sate Indiana end wheele d 
and started for those, and the others sleight have follow them. I didn't 
know what was up, end I yelled to them first to stop, and sy horse was 
plunging and I plunge? by, and I saw Major o and Capt. Voyles. Mot 
seeing the commend at all on the left, I supposed they were not there ; egg 
then they ►t self from there to the river and crossed the stream. 

iately on the other beck of the Amalie a very high bluff, that 
went up probcbly, I ,should ,mess, ease-third of the way, as I r er it 
now, and I know that the horses were pretty well pltyeed out. They were 
all panting, and climbing that perfectly steep hill, they caald hsrdly
make it . I don't know exactly whet did happen at Melt time at the heed -
of the column, becwute my r'aerly that bed been "ith was very badly stet , 
and his horse was shot, and hie bores fell with him there, and I stopped 
to pick u,` a loose horse and mount mf orderly . The head of the column 
halted there, or th a area* mart of a delay there, ate tomebody tol d 
they were going to move up on to the hill, and there use no tare of stopping 
there; = o e eut u; to the top of the bill. theme we arrived on the top
of the hill I found there were several men wounded there, e8 , two or three 
of than were of my old company, the first sergeant end one or two others , 
and I stopped with them for two or three minutes, getting thee off their 

horse* . J: few momenta afterward a column of tress we in sight coning 
dote the streni toward us, and we stopped there until they ewe up, whic h 
was probably teen or fifteen minutes . )$y statements in regard to time are 
more or less a gueess . In teen or 'ifteen minutes het. 3enteen cane up with 
hie avad of three companies * zt Mitt time a greet number of the men 
had been in the models I su ppos a for a long time, and they took thei r 
etnteens and r*n right deem to the 'trews to get scene mater . I don' t 
recollect seeing Col, eeno there . =<'e were eels about there . I don't remem-
ber him exactly until he come up from the river. Re led been down to the 
river, 5nd -hen he tame up from the river he spoke about finding Lieut . 
Hodgson's twig at the toot of the bluffs, and that his watch was reel, but 
Wet he had some re ining little 'trinkeets that were on Lieut . Ho :geen• a 
body. :',t t` is time I don't *let that Capt. thou t1's cnpeny with the 

ha wane : ire tight. I shy be Mettles e boat it, but I don't think he was , 
as I remember that Lieut . Hers etertead: out ewe afterward to go sd hurry 
them up. a visited there then for five or ten minutes, when Coal . =demo 
told me t : take a detachment and ?o dove end bury Lieut . Hodgson'es body . 

was nathi g there to bury it 'with, and I told him I would tests t o 
wait until the packs gate up. .s reenined thee- until the peeks came up , 
nhout there-qW rhere of an hoer after rd . I town got two spades from the 
packs and ssterteed with sb nest sit !yen to o down to the river and bury th e 
bodies, :bout two-thirds of the y darn I sae a lot of men cooing, out dt.
 
the woods, and I stopped to see that was up .
 


There was a citizen and suite a amber of soldiers who came from the 
',oat dismounted and were climbing the bluffs, coming up out of the bottom . 
There was timber use tely in the roar of where the tight had eu ourre d 

:ass I started with the eau to bury the bodies, emote:4y ,dean in the bottom. 
I think, &hut . tonne*. celled to me that they *mated me to come beck , 
and I then started iamedietsly up thse hill . I got up the hill, and i t 
wee vary herd, sloe York - it was bF dfd a and when I got up there mos t 
of the teamed lad sleeted on to move an 'owe the stream along the bluffs, 
with the exception, I think, of Ca pt . Moylan'es co ny, and possibly creme 

of the other . He heel most of the wounded. I thtr;k there were all his 
company, and the men that hee heed loft whet he got out of the botto m 
were hardly mef`'ieient to carry the ;̀. `.here were very few n there 
belonging to A company after the fight, find they oved very slowly . I 
stayed with him some time, raszd think C+"rt . :..eheu 11's eoeparty, , *ea t 
a platoon to a: mist him in, carrying the tunneled . I steeled along with 
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A company for a mile, and as that nss near the riser, I started u *sadagain. I had no eta nd at ell. 4hout a mile en a half from there Ijoined Capt. tetr's c iauy. That was on the far point of a long range of 
high bluffs ohioh ran along the right bank of the Little big Tarn. I west 
on to whore his a ny vas dismounted and firing at Indians, who seeme d 
to be com n frto att out on the prairie and turning hack . It was quite long
raege, but there was a good moon shots b, .-ing fired at him, and he was 
firing arty - a slow firing - a shot new and then at quite a little diatoms. 
All the Indians an the country oeommd to be caving a little dtstt>ace of f 
as fast as they could travel tm that direction. :Gaon after this we turned 
and gradually dropped book . I didn' t too the troops leave that farther 
point, but I scant bads to Copt . oylau and helped with the wounded a
little while. I rode back slowly to the rear, and the troops graduall y
fell book to a point, I think, a little farther up the stream then where o s 
touched the bluffs. It wee quite a slow movement, as one or two of th e 
companies were di 3unted . hey got their bores* and tell into line, awl 
dropped back into tho position that was selected, end ota whi . h we aft and 
fought . 

The firing wee kept up. be entire forte seemed to have turned back 
against us, end we had to fight falling book dismounted to curer the retsee t 
on to the position there we ere located afterward . The firing was kep t 
up as long a: we could see, until night - a very heavy tiring on us, e 
the men fortified as well as they could with tin cups and sabres end th e 
next day we continued the fight nearly ell day, end the day► following wa s 
joined by Ion. Terry. 

dtate if you know at rho e hour of the day Major Renee command tope ad 
from Gan. Cuater's colt:ma to go across the ford . 

Any etatet I may make in regard to t iaa would be a guess on a part . 
Tice last time I know anything aborut was 8 o'clock that aorain ;: . I was the n 
on top of the mountain, having been sent them the night before. I have 
very little to hest an opinion of time u;on unless I connect it with some one 
sloe's statement . I have thought of it a get deal, and I think it mus t 
have been 2 o'clock. I base my opinion a good deal on other people' s 
opinions, compered with ay own as to time. 

Cany►ou locate the time with referent. to any particular object : *knoll or 
teepee. 

The separation must have occurred saes after we passed a tee 2ee which .4too c 
on retributory of the little big Horn . 

tote if you can how long it was otter the separation till Major Renal ha d 
effected a crossing of the river . 

robably 10 or 15 minutes. 

Had the whole a nd got over in that time. 

A. Yes sir, I think so - in 15 minutes . 

Z. fi ate *Nether there was any delay et the crossing or in crossing : If so 
hew much and for that purpose. 

A. I don't kno about any dolor. :he water was quite deg there and the river 
was prob bl7 25 or 50 feet wide, stir in a column of troops getting across 
there is neeeaemr ily rose elegy', they can't keep closed up in the water. 
How much of a stoppage 1 wet say. 
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Did you notice that any of them stopped to water their horses, or anythin g
of that kind . 

A. No sir, everything seemed to be moving rapidly . 

Q, state in what condition the men and horses were at that time as regard s 
efficiency - whether the horses were comparatively fresh or entirel y 
played out, or any fact about that matter and also about the men . 

A . I had not ridden with the column since the morning of the 24th : I had 
been in the hills all the time. As for myself I was completely exhausted , 
and nothing but the excitement of going into action kept me in the saddl e 
at all. 

Q. Mate what had brought on the exhaustion in your case. 

A . It was riding 30 Miles on the 24th, then being sent back 10 miles, making 
50 mtiles, then I rode 20 miles more that night and did not get to th e 
point I was sent to till 2 o'clock in the morning, and as soon as den . 
Custer emne up with t Me command I was in the saddle again . I was almost 
constantly in the saddle from 5 o'clock an the morning of the 24th excep t 

ra ort time cm the Borning of the 25th. 

state the relative distance you had - traveled as compared with that of 
the command . 

A . They had traveled about the ewe diatl3nce I had except about 20 mile s 
on the afternoon of the 24th, and the difference between going along o n 
the trail and riding out an the hills. 

C . Now far was the crossing where : a jo r Reno's command crossed the river an d 
the nearest part of the Indian village, as you observed it at the time 
or after. 

A . I have always stated the distance to 'a jor Reno 's skirmish line was about 
two miles, as near as 1 could j dge, and from there it was about 800 yard s 
to where the nearest teepees were in a bend of the river . Then the main 
bulk of the village was below that . T'-ere must have been quite a solid 
lot of teepees in that bend . 

eacribe if you can, the route of advance of Major Reno's command from th e 
crossing, as coripared with the course of the stream, up to where the men 
were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers . 

A. They moved down the valley of the stream, folloein€ its general course ; 
not a straight line but nearly a direct course . The river is very crooked . 

. After Major Reno's command erossed the river, her much time elapsed til l 
they were halteed and deployed as skirmishers . 

A. . Fifteen or 20 minutes I should think ; may be more or less. 

At what grit did the command trawl across the bottom from the crossing 
to where the men wee-e deployed as skirmishers . 

A . I thi k sat stout a feat trot, I am not certain. I was moving ahead and 
did not notice that particularly. I was moving rapidly and they were 

close behind me . 

id Major Reno's commend encounter any opposition going from the crossing 
to where it was halted . 
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A . Thtre ens no absolute eoutact bat his command sad the Indians. 

C . =tae to as hear es yet* csa, in reference to the point of ester. iehe dtithe 

in your ra stind, et what time of dey it was the r. era were deployed a s 
hiraishers. 

It mat have been . hetf cloak. ?bat is seaming my other etetemen t 
is ebi tt eorrect. 

°'bat vet the the eter of the ground the right of ,jar Fen*** ecpmands 

$0 the river at the time it was first deployed as skirmishers . 

A,	 	 the tither has very heesvy alone the ege of what called the NI beech with 
dense ue kerbrueh, end Little panes de by animals three h it, then rathe r 
an open glade with grails in pls.es, thee flows the river, with mall trees 
d w near the .river. That in as I noticed it at the time. 

cue far went it from the right of his line to the river. 

ou 1. not eee thro f and don't krOw. It may have been 100 ye 

ether or not , r iieeo charged the enemy shoe he was within er e 
distance, or did he at a any time ivc amtch order, can it ao wee it 

not n 11tlt u 1 to ve h etas:a 54 if it was given, can' t 
say. 

e was . halted mere the Indiana firing it . 

ova a few shots had been fired before the a end was deployeds re 
sort of sugegeaeent between the emaets and the Indians . I don' t 

ad the firing c teh re s I knee t bire to ere some stray dz cts . 

t i edi :tely before the command deployed, or a about that time . 

that time. 

Q,	 	 ire was no firing by lndiaas on the line at the time the ammo, was 
halted and deployed . 

ho *opt those few . 1 Ito, that I kn of.
 


^lose few shots .
 


Lt. Hare I think fired a fee shots .the left toward the blt 't. 

scribe the r tore of the grctse In the i iets front of Major t men' s 
commend when it Ter halted end ds loyed as skirmishers . 

It was open prairie . I learned after' that there Isere ravines beyond, but 
as far as I sew than it win aspen, the sane as the bottom we had passed arer . 

$ow long after Major k axe' a command had been halted and deployed as 

skirmishers bef rt any eagog *meet begen there - any firing of coin enamels . 

They commenced firing as soon as they got in shape, both from the trap s 

and the Indians. 
anal n4 efter the °a,og+saaasat . by Us 1+ mo s sadvance, if any, ems lea 



►heron was no advance made that I know of. 

estate us near as you can, the number of Indiana that engaged Major iseaaro' e 
CO NDd at that place, and *tether during that engeg nt there was any
increase or ,:ecreaae in the nta er of Indsono, and that movements if any
were made by the Indians with reference to Major steno's g as ad at tha t 
plumose . 

A. It is alaaoat impossible to estimate the strength of notated Indians . Ter as 
was as very large force there soon after the command was dismounted, ant i 
there *as a le force airclirg around us all the time, and passing around 
to the loft and rear. I was on the line about 15 stinutes and then went 
into the timber as as I stated before* c heat I came out I was only on the 
line 4 or 4 minutes and I did not pay very much attention to it . There 
was very been fir°. ring going on on both sides: I wen lying in the edge of 
the rood ,,. with ' a i rsrd and eynol a eras is amitotic- to get as drink out o f 
Girard's flash, and was paying more attention to that then to the Indiana . 

:. Roo far did the Indians teem to as away at that time. 

A . The heaavieat force of Indiana was toward the isaaaediate right of the fin s 
as that covered the village» I thi :''.- they were about 303 or 430 yard s 
from the line, and then there were others here and there running a rand 4 
long range. 

about what number of Indians were in kaa jor Tteno's iaaamaediat front, firing 
on bin when you were on the brow of the hill. 

A . 1 dart't believe there ;are less than three or four hundred, and there T,tiy 

have beau a great many more. 

before yo.,; left the liras to go beak into the .woods as you have teen ified , 
host many Indians *we engaging the line and at what distance frail the line . 

h . The nu;ber actually. firing I a ton't saay. It was a very heavy fire coming 
frt.* the Indians and up the valley the whole valley seemed to be covere d 
with then. Has c ay Indiana that duet covered it is impooeible to satinet .. 
That dust more or lest covered the Asir force of the Indiana . s as rule 
they fire from their horses and and they 'ere scampering around, miring their 
Winchester rifles into tars. 

far was the dust fro;ra you so as to obscure the Indians .(. Emig 

A, The heavy . dust was 800 or 1003 yards off. 

C. taste how long the engagement lasted there from its commencement there in 
ten's command fell back or left the woods .the woods till Maj. 

'alit is a sere connate.A. I would estimate it at half an hour . 

Up to the time the eoemand left, state If you k*pow, how rainy of ajar 
',sno'aa cdmaund had been killed or disabled . 

A . I know of the first asae-geent or nay caaaaaapeny, and my orderly being shot . 
ith the exception of those two I don't know . 

on the line before it went into the woods .C . You 

A. Yea sir. 
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Q . Did yoe see when there any casualties . 

No air. 

d you see e:~y casualties on the line while co the brow of the hill . 

A . If there had been any I would not have 1 own it, bemuse if any of the tom 
had been shot they would have dropped Into the mode and I would net see it. 

Did the first Sergt. get with the coma up on the hill. 

Yes sir. l may have ;ot his wound about the time he started out, at any
rate he came in on his horse. Nor do I knee when strobe was *het . 

. Mate if you k:ow what eeuee led to the retreat of that cow from the 
timber at that time . 

I have stated all I krov of the circu maces of their leaving . ::Don' t 
know that I know anything beyond that . 

• - tt to rhether or not there are trum pet or bugle calls for cavalry for
 

assembly, advance, retreat, charge ate .
 


A . Tee sir. 

< ere any trumpet .;r bugle cells sounded from the tine Major Renee ce nd 
left that skirmish line during the 25th and 26th of June. 

A . I do not recollect any bugle calls till the evening of the 28th. 

~ . If there had been any would you here heard theca. 

A . Undoubtedly I should have heard them, but it is. possible I might hav e 
heard then and not recollect it, but I don't think I heard my. 

3. ' ben state if you bows, in what wey the ;order to charge or fall hack or parr,
 

treat, or whatever it ens, wan communicated to the eomiand .
 


A. I have no idea whatever . I was on the line and heard some of the men 
yelling They are going to charger" "They are going to ehargel" or acme.-
thing like that, end I de for my horse and mounted him . 

state whether you felt at that time that the command we . in any especia l 
or great danger, if so describe it . 

A. It .wad not a very eata .place . I don't know exactly how you mean . I only 
know what I have stated : I don't know anything special . I sight say tha t 
at the time that movement one made a greet many bullets had commenced t o 
drop into the woods from the rear. I did not see any Indiana there, en d 
whither the bullets were from the bluffs above or trc below I don't know . 
The bottom near the stream was heavy underbrush . 

hose shots :̀ high or low.ere 

Dhoti, coming into the woods it le difficult to tell. I could hear the 
bullets; chip the trees en they would strike, but from where they wer e 
coming I could not dsterattn bemire there ms a heavy fire in front . 

Q . 'do you blow whether or not any effort one made to ascertain where tha t 
fire from the rear cane from. 
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A. I don't know abut that. 

Q. I)o 'You know whether any attempt aaa mode to dislodge tima from that position . 

A . Y first knowledge of any firing that diroetioa was just before Ws Left . 

-tote if you know whether either et the time that command tart the woods o r 
ou its y to the crossing of the river, there was any point ,'eeai ;neted 
for the command to rally or retreat to, and if so state who designated it. 

A . I don't know of any. 

Q . How far was the point to which :t jar torso's coons retreated froo the 
river, where he croesald io on the retreat . 

A, Probably oboe% 400 yard* to a etreight lino, up a stoop hill. 

Q . l far woe the cror a ing from where the command oat stationed in the woods. 

A . About three fourths of a tile. . 

From the tine the head of the colt loft the wood* on that retreat or 
charge about :ow long did it take tho troops to oath that crowing . 

Aseuetin ay estim tee of the diatom* is correct, they ware not more tho u 
six or eight minutes. 

ben the cos h loft the woods what umber of Indiana did you see in th e 
immediate front of Xajor Reno's oo m and while the command vas goi , . to the 
era ing. 

. As. I said before the heaviest force of Indiana was covering their village. 
When we a out I was ocat at the hod of the colt, and have to idea hat 
many indians oor it front. *bon I came, out there - were a good seny Indian ., ; 
+sea. ring slog with their :tneeheeter rifles across their toddles firing 
into the column. os I. ewe down there is a sharp bond in he river en d 
there were a good moony in . there next to the river. I soot got to the head 
of the eolmma, probably about half way to the croeeir , end by the time 
I got there, the Indians is our front had run off. 

Q. 'Ilea you started to go out of the timber ham many Indians did you see t ot 
your loft. 

A . Probobly 15 or 20, may be core . And that point of lend eboed half way 
from the skirmish Use to the crossing there warn *ono clumps of boohoo ta d 
tyre were Indians ruing around in there. I have understood a neee thole 
were selrvesal bodies found nee= r there. 

Q. Did the co d mike any halt an crossing the creek to succor the wed ed 
or drive the ladies* . 

A . There wee no belt made till we wear aesrose the river . 

Q. Did tb. coomoo4 on its retreat engage the Indians, or was the command
 


engaged io firing at them.
 


root many of the ems were easing their revolver* . 

. eeoribe the manner Od'gotttOg river. 
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A. There was only one way to get in and that was to jump in . It was a straighttank. Th.	o ther aide was ea little better, but my bores nearly threw to a she jumped up oNa the. other aide. 

Otste if any of the oan or 2oroea fell back into the river there. 

I only know from hearsay. 

Sow near to the river did the	 Indians pursue the co nd there. 

I can't r. ::'ben I got across, I started up a. ridge to the left of th e 
=mood and some of the en called to motto come book, anal cone back. 
vidently they alma Indians I acid not see, because Jr. i)e} olf started up

that same ridge and s shot* ben got to the column I totae my orderly,
tree, wounded and I stopped to asaivt him, and did not notice whet woo 

behind. 

o.	 	 v.tate whether or not that crooning was covered during 

A, Not that I know of . I know of no deployment to cover it. About the ticss 
the greater part of the c ad had crossed there were but few shots around 
us, no heavy firing at all, except the instances I have related, and, I 
think 'ammo= another an killed there a corporal of Co. "A* was killed 
them and soother man near :'fir * heeF'olf . 

q.	 	 gas that at the time of crossing or after. 

After a croesed : that firing moat have =ma from the hill abovee us. 
know Dr. Dewolf was shot fro the hill above us. 

cry, . There were Indians on the hill in the poition you were going to. 

Ies	 sir . 

What is the formation for a charge of cavalry . 

A. That depends . cyan what yea. are going to charge* he battalion might have 
charged drawn up in line or drawn in colts n of fours, depand1mg on 
whet the object of the char go '; an . If there 'ma a charge to pose through 
a body of Indians I think in oolutr 4' fours would he ea good formation wit h 
the number of oat at his disposal. That would give the en can opportunity 
to two their revolvers - they eo .ld not use their carbines . 

ith a large force of Indians in front, would that a o formation to 
pass through them. 

A. That would depend on the number of I would not like to ototog oat a 
regiment In that way. 

Now did the command co .crow the hot-to on the retreat. 

A. I think from what I sew it was started in a column If fairs. ! ut take a 
lot of horses many of which had not boon drilled before as ours were and 

ch%rae in column of fours sad by the time you go 100 yards the me nfora o 
will not all be in . their places* 

--ascribe the gait at Which Ms or ema•s command vent ecroaa the bottom . 

4,	 	 It was a good fast on.11o ;. I don' t think the hood of the column ono oakia s 

as fast as it could . I wee not lase in pstt to the heed of the eol a , 
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and I had to timer on ems' horse's mouth to keep him to the it they
were trnrfeeling, but I bad a gem horse. 

sa your horse excited at the tine . 

we to run helots gene-ally excited. 

the bottom hoe did it impres s 

When I started out of the woods I did not know what roes up . l bred beard 
talk of a tie . %iy iaetti,rassion t first was that they were goir o *berg* 
so aers, hut sowing no officer as I got to the hood of the column, I 
spoke to eon of the men to know What ens up, but pat then I saw the com a 
mandi .€ officer, and said no taw* . 

airs as caret•. I a description *g ym can of the 4tresm share aj €>r .Reno's. 
on the retreat, as to its width, depth of voter, banks 

to its proctioabillty as a *rooting. 

Thera were about dry feeeat f motor in the stream. The banks mere probably 
4 or , feat high; the etra yeas probably ED foot wide. The time I passed 

it pith these troops woe the only time I was at it, but that is my 
recoil 

From the time you joined the hood of the to that cross ioog p ear
there any Indians bottom the rued eead tho ear s 

of see any. 

sly to the ri ght or 

the right„ I. don't know. I did not see any to the 
point I have i .dioeted. 

you in. position to li ;ve aeon than if they bed been there. 

A. If they were to t left If t y had been to the right I 
have noticed them. . 

If they bad -boon within 130 yards of the rig ht ltd you not have to tined 
thou. 

I might not unless tit hrad killed or wounded soma one . I don't think they 
followed us to the airer. That is they were not at the head of the column . 

Yrom the time the command reached that crossing on its retreat till it got 
on the bill ohot was its condition: seas it cool, calm and easily handled 
or otherwise. 

aanaidereably oxcit.d . They were considerably excited 
t 

State, as a matter of fact whether the command was in a cool ition to bo 
whether the own sowed to have any confidence or not . 

A . It lad' fioult for me to state anything i b« ut that became for a long %Ito 
bete that i had not sorted ai tea the command and knee but a too x
 oven 
of my own eexn * uy. I had been eteaehed sand absent a long time .
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fit. fish the ocaewead demoralised to any degree when it reached the top of thehill. 

A. It was demoralized to a certain degree. They had left s great may behind
thee. The organisation was not as good a o when it at in there. I.,
grit many :Ian were gone from the organizetiaa . 

Than at 2 o'clock P. M. the Court adjourned to moot at 11 o'clock A. . 

tomorrow, 14eduesdcy, Jany. 22, 1879 . 

Nlh'rP. ',IT 

Chicago, Illinois , 
4 ine ad ay, an. 22, 1879 , 
11 o'clock A, M. 

The c:ocrt net pursuant to adjouranant . 

Present 

Col. John B. Xing, 9th Infantry 
Col. , .esloy Uerritt, 5th Cavalry. 
Lt. Col . . 9. Royoll, 3d Cavalry. 

Recorder 

1st Lieut . Jesse M. Lee, Adjt. .9th Infantry . 

Major Reno and his counsel were also present . 

The proceedings of the last session as far es written were read, correcte d 

and approved. 

The esaaine v can of Lieut. Yaryan by the Recorder, was continued a s 

fo llovst 

. eseribe as near as you can, the point to which Major =do's command 
retreated across the river, to the top of the hill . -tots its adaptabilit y 
as s defensible position, before the arrival of Capt . ►teen's column. 

A . The position was immediately on top of the high .bluffs, and must be pretty 
near the position on which we afterward fought . 1 n't state whether i t 
was such as would lists been within rye of higher point• or not . I 
think it was a very good dafensirls position . 

Now high was that point about the level of the water there . 

A . I judge about 100 feet high. 

'. _ trite ht it a►eeurred that the men were halted or rallied at that poin t 
who stopped the men there. 

A. I don't know. 

Were you there. 

A. Tea air. 



Q. Wore you there when the non were casing up the kill. 

A . I don't remember whet time I got on top of the btli. I etOppod ea the abl e 
of the hill a while with the wounded men, and whether I got tap with th e 
head or the roar of the column, I don't recollect . 

. At the time you stopped on the side of the hill woe there aof It of the
 
command, or did it go past you?
 

A, The command stopped there, and I on pretty certain it was t* jar eno sai d 
that place on the side hill was no plea* to fora at, we had better go to 
the top of the hill . I was talking to Copt. Moylaa, and I am sat certain 
whether it was he or Major Rego said that . 

e, .	 	 :=taste whether there was any point or piece on the left bank of the strea m 
which, in your opinion as an officer, could have been oocupisd by Major 
Reno's command for defense or attack . If so describe that place or point 
with reff rate to the position Which wee occupied by his coogrond whore i t 
engaged the Indians : whether it was then sane pace or some other place, 
this before the r treat boon, and etete uily the facts upon which your 
opinion on that critter is based, shooing the practicability or impracticabi l 
ity of Major j eno's commend remaining in or going to such place, eithe r 
to defend himself against the Indians or to attack them. 

A,	 	 The position we were in in the timhe•_ was as good a place as any on th e 
left book of the stream, as far as I can judge now . I don't know much 
about thee country up or down the stream from that . I don't know the size 
of that piece of timber, but it does not seams to me that he had ,^jean enough 
to corer the entire position which he would neeesserily have to over t o 
keep the Indians out of it. It does not seem to me ow that he had men 
enough to hold that entire piece of timber . 

How did it soon to you at that t imc►. 

A s far as the frost of the line was concerned, on the 24 bench, at the 
edge of the timber, it was an excellent ponitiot to lay and fi ght the 
Indians. I did not go to the rear, end 'hot edveatages the Indians wear d 
have in coming into the timber on our rear, or That precautions it would 
be necessary to. take to keep them out . I could not judge without seeing 
it. 

Q. wee it a cut bank or a elope to he river on the some aid* Major Reno' s 
evsaa ad o as. 

A .	 	 I don't know: I never was don to the river. 

You c acid you could nee through and see where the river noosed to wind 
around. Was that below or abwee or to the right of jor Reno's position . 

A.	 	 That was down stream from the open glade I spoke of . 

dtete whether the river in that direction acne around his right flan k 
or in that direction. 

A . I don't know how far that head awakes, Nether he could have run his lin o 
to the river or not . 

Q. did the river come in the vie p ity of the right of his line as for as you 
saw It. 
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A . ' only saw it diagonally to the rie ht of Co. °0" sod whether it actually
coma to the ri - ;ht of Major 000's position or not, I don't knew. =~be
 
Baas douse titter there and I was not down in
 it, 

otate whether that position in the timber threatened the village and t o 
what extent : end whether it would treat* a diversion end hold any number 
of Indians in his front . 

A . Any body of men placed near an Indian 'inset like that is cost€ inly
threatening to ohs villere. It certainly treated a diversion to the exten t 
of the number of Indians necessary to keep us in the woods . They w 4"re 
bound to have that number in front of us. 

s did they kea9 there ea near aas you can diet at it. 

I thing from whet I eaav that the Indiana were withdrawn from us veary nea r 
the time we left the voodoo I don't think there had been a groat man y 
withdrawn tile +ee left . It reed that whatever attack was made someaboom 
else era amide out the time we left the woods . 

rtete whathar it seemed an though the entire force of the villa e ' was t .ee re 
in your immediete front, controntinp jor Reno's commend, up to abou t 
this time you ep oakof. 

A . ho air I don't think the enure tore+ of the viler# was attacking us in 
the woods. I don't think the entire force of the India<n.a ';are ever eettecrk -
i . us booss f' r we of n =tom hi iI we could sea mottos of Indian s 
e long way off. 

. I refer to the large es of than . 

. I judge the main fighting force of the village was against us there afte r 
we dismounted . Roo *nny T can't eatinots . 

Y tate in your opinion aE a i ttary officer, ±her -*j. halo's oon nd had 
retre ted from that place near the villa g e no ;you beta described, hewing 
the river between hio a nd and then vi ilea e, from the position thus take n 
he was in a condition or situation to threaten the village or roes any 
diversion against the Indians in support of may other sttnekine column ; an d 
state your grounds for such opinion . 

As long as, we regained at that position on the bill we ogre certainly in 
no position to threaten the village. ee were out of range of it, and 
could tort-tint creates no diversion while we were the r 

the command in any ce itian to create any diversion at that tins . 

A. ht► g iro it was not . 

last maw Gen . ''uster's column or any port of it. escribsC; . -tote whore y:
 

that as fully as you oast, either by the roe or otherwise .
 


A . These bluffs on the mrp e'o no"t look right to me at all . :mot the time I sa w
 


the etaae:mend I spook of I did not hut, it was oen . ouster's dam .nd or
 


any pert of it, inae ueh as I did not know what companies he had with him.
 

nor a no' o commend dismounted in the botton ,! ut I saw, about the time 

just as I Joined it from the left and front, looking an the bluffs across 

the river to our right . I slew the gray horse company of the regiment naming 

bluffs. Aa I know now the !may horse company woo with hisdown a10 p thOOO
 
.
 . Cotter's column.coomond, I know ti ,goo Yet 
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C .	 	 Did you see anything; mare than that at that time . 

A . No sir. 

C . How long did you look in that direction . 

A. I just looked up and saw it. We had plenty to do there and did net look 
any more . 

Q .	 	 u id it appear on the crest of the bluff. 

A . It was beck from the actual edge of the bluffs . The head and the rear of 
the column were both behind the edge of the bluffs in a sort of hollow , 
and I just happened to catch sight of about the whole of the gray hors e 
company. 

Q . atete as near as you can, how far that place was from you; not as you
 
judged then, but as you became satisfied afterwards . 

A . That is difficult to answer . I think they were a little farther down than 
whewe we struck the bluffs vs wine up on them, and not quite so far down 
as the figure t'2" in pencil on the nap. They were probably three-fcurthe 
of a mile from where we were . 

t-: .	 	 state at what gait that colmen was _roving if you noticed. 

A. Can . Custer penernily rode a very fast walking horse that made nearly the . 
whole column trot to keep up with him, and that is my impression of th e 
gait they were moving at . 

Q. state as neaZ&e you can how long it was after you saw that gray hors e 
company till C, pt . oenteen joined ajor Reno's command on the top of th e 
"ill .. 

A . About an hour I think. 

C;. .	 	 Beating in mind the location of the Indian village and the course Gen . 
Custer's column was taking the last time you saw it, and connecting thos e 
facts with the time that had elapsed then Major nano and Capt . Bentsen 
united their forces on the hill, state your own belief, or the genera l 
belief, as to what point Gen . Custer had reac%ed in reference to the India n 

village or the point "B" on the map when Reno'a and 6enteen's columns united . 

A . Get . Custer must have been in action before that time. 1 don't know 
where he would have been but taking into consideration what I learned since, 
not what I thought at the time, he must have been engaged by that time . 

:tste whether you examined the route or course Gen . Custer took when i n
.
 
the	 	ilediate vicinity of the village on the right bank of the river, an d 
how near did his trail come to the point to which Major Reno retreated o n
 
the right bank of the stream, describe Gen . Custer's route with reference 
to that point, with reference to the village, and state what development s 

came under your observation as to the fate of Gen . Custer's command . 


A. I can give very little information in answer to that question. ge started 
on the 2',th to go down and bury the dead, and in goin( do- . n I wagon a 
trail which I supposed was Gen . Gunter's, and when we got to a high hil l 
that hrd a pile stones and Indian medicine bags and other things on it, I 
went there to see what they were, and rode off the trail and circled aroun d 

t .
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and came book on the trail I stt€ppose seer the point 090 la the map. That 
point ono all out up by posy tracks„ and was evidently a watering plea* . 
I west n and watered .y horse* x oon after that I had gone out to a ravin e 
end had seen or 3 deed bodies Than I received orders from * jor Reno t o 
go on some bluffs well out froe the river with the Wien , uts as a lodk -
out wshile the er r,,, depleryeed to bury the dead, and I remained ther eF. 

during the burial . 

20o far from the place 'thee* you watered your horse was it to where you 
found the dead bodies* 

a#. . I caan't give any sort of an opinion. I just remember seeing one body and 
sonsoem called out ''here are soma sore" end I vas just etertin to ro there 
when Major lima directed see to go on the hills as I have stated. It see r e 
to as it rust have been 800 or 1000 yards . That ism approximation on 

rt entirely. 

. Res near to the river ass it. 

A . I een't locate it day bettor by that tests f ore the a teria place. 

piste* whether the trail which yeu support d to be 0m . %aster's led don to 
the river. 

?hat I don't haw. I left the trail soma distance beck s when I came to 

that watsriaa place I did not cots on the tail but over a bluff . 

'Mr* were the firs, evidences you surac showing that 4on. Cutter's cons d 
head engaged the Indiens and describe those evideneee fully. 

A. The first evidences were the decd bermes I spank of. 

ere there nn >vielessnees ehowing there had been a at le there. 

. . No sir only the teed dead bodies along in those ravines* 

Raw far was that plead where you found the dead bodies fran , :afor ►' • 
position on the hiltl, as seer as you can tell. 

I judge obmt 2 misses . 

amortise the elevation between Jeer ,no's position on the hill end the 
point there you fond the dead bodies. 

There were . points a little higher than the one Otero we were, .seep eeielly 
pretty well down the river and I think the general ay of the land, th e 
thole surface of the ground was :: igher them the poi i tion whore we fough t 
on the hill. 

Ca atom it gent higher going doesa stream. 

A. bear where it is the highest it goes ri ,ht dawn in a ravine to the river . 

. Leto whether you heard the aound of firing iri the .direction you had seen 
Gem. C,oter's column ssrchin after LaJor ° etto'a command took position on 

if so describe the firing ; its ehnracter and : lunation and tothe hill; 
what eeoamand it perteused end all you sneer or heard with reference to it . 

+see at. Bottom case up IA. about the time, or probably a few rinutes -after 
fro: away dowt the etroem, end spoke of it to Lieut. 4allsacea.

heard firing ' 

I don't recollect any except the ssaxeai time . 
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Describe par manner of stweakin.g of it . 
A . I had borrow. a rifle of Lieut. sllsoe and hsd fired a couple of shots 

dt long range, and as I handed the rifle beck to his I heard the firingand said "Jesus Christi aaileca, hear that! and that :" Thos were mywords . 

C. Hot long was that after '%apt. enteea' a column cams up . 

Very soon efter . 

Describe that firing. 

A. It was r~ t like volley firing but a heavy fire - a sort of trash, crash. 
I heard it onl:' for a few minutes. 

To whet amend did that fire pertain.a 

A. It must have pertained to Gen. Custer's command at the other end of th e 
Indies village. It was from that end of the village where Can. Custer' s 
body was efterwerd t found. 

tote Whether that fire *pretend you with anything in regard to Gen .Custer . 

I thought he . was harm a warm time down there - a very hot fire evidently. 

C : . uo beck to the tinge when Con . Caster's and MO* Row s e eo ands separated ,
preparatory to Maj. Reno's advance and state from the course the differen t 
tamers had taken, as known by you therm or afterwards, whether or not i t 
was generally expaeteed or believed when Major A.no's command first engaged 
the In lia.ns,, that any troops would join support or cooperate inwith him 

his attack upon the Indian village? If so what troops were expected and 
what grounds existed, if any, for expecting it* 

I did not know anything a bout it. I saw a battalion going into the fight 
end I went in with it . I don't know what was expected by anybody. 

You have testified about Oen. Caster's coiumt gotn coon the right bank or 
the river about the time the skirmish line was formed . You mutt have had 
some impression shout it . 

a: . I don't know what the expectation was on the part of others, but S hen I 
saw a e Band going on the bluffs, of course I saw same battalion wa s 
going to attack the lower end of the village, either from the bluffs or 
into the village, but how large that commend ens I did not know. -

-Etter Capt. Bettina', column had united with < jor e± o's on top of the 
hill who was the senior officer then present . 

Major teeno. 

From the tins Major Roux's ooumaad first pat on the hill and took position 
there describe particularly the eh ratter of the engagement, if apy, 
that there ensued, as to the number of Indians tamed, the severity of 
the fighting, on the 25 h of Tuns, la 96 . 

°., first came up there, there were quite a number of an firing, and 
I knew from the sound of the shots that there ware some Indians around , 
but no large bodies that I know of . 

. hat was the style of the . f iring. 
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:ust scattering shots here and there . If an Iadi .n cans within range be 
would be fired at. 

t was the range of your one. 

A . I don't know th- range of a : prinagtield carbine, but I t bi`>k they will 
shoot pretty accurate for 1500 yawls . 

. . Pollor that matter down : anal state in regard to any fighting in that posi e
 

tian.
 


A .	 	 Thar* was no other firing tug on ezcept what I have described . 

IT . as there an attack on j r Reno's position on the hill that afternoo n 
any time. 

A, 'lee sir, as I described heforn. I went to the positioi of Capt . ier' s 
company at the far point of the ridge down stream . At that time his men 
were firing at pretty long range. - I should say 700 or 800 yards - a t 
Indians here sad there. At that time I could see all over the plain where 
towards whore I afterwards knew the Custer battlefield had been, sad i t 
was just covered with Indians in all directions, conic,, back towards us . 

Row much time had elapsed from the time j . Z'.no had got an the hill 
till that whole body of Indians you speak of were casting beck near enough 
to begin firing. 

A. I should think about 2 hours . 

fry the tins Major Rio first got up there till the Indians got around 
him and commenced a geaaral engagement on his position how long was it. 

A, Before the entire command on the hill was a ctua lly engaged, we had to figh t 
our gay bask. They had dismounted a skirmish line to cover the retreat old ' 
the formation of the lines at the position where we made the stand . 

a,	 	 iron that tins up to the time there became a general engagement, how lon g 
wets it . 

Capt. Godfrey's company and another company were fighting dismounted some 
time before, the whole oamtend was actually engaged and it is hard to 
got an estimate of the time. I should think from the tins I was with Capt . 
visor on that point, beck to the time the position was taken on the hill 
and the tine formed wh re we remained that night was an hour and a half . 
That is to ding in the time of the retreat end formation of the line in 
.position at the time of i is deployment into line and getting the packs in . 

• 
4, yearn the time you was Capt. ter on the far point to the time Major .no 

first took position on the hill was how long. 

4. About t hours. I nosy be away out of the way in these estimates or time . 

there was Major Benno, whet one he doing, and what orders did he give if 
any from the time his command took position on the hill up to the clasp 
of the 2tkb of Thus 1876 . 

Vol. 10.159 



	

I was not tear enough to Major Reno to hear his alive any orders . The 
only time I was in position to hoar Macias an order at Sala was when we 
were ding beak from that far point I speak of there sae a hilt and I 
heard him *ay his was going to aselaevt a position to make his fight a lit±:],
farther on. ' e were moving up stream at the time. Mot is the only
thing I eon recollect. 

1 . id ::-sax ate him frequently during that time. 

I probably saw him, but I don't recollect. 

~ . Did he seem to be directing the moments of the gam dewed oxereis ing th e 
functions of a commanding officer in a great danger. 

lie was ith the canoed sad was evidently giving orders from his selectin g
a site for his positisan. I was not with any organization * but was riding;
around* and whet orders he did give I did not hear and would not known about . 

Q. From the feat . of your riding aroma would you not be ears apt to see the 
coaaanand tan^ : fficeer ttasn. if Iodated at any particular point with his 
company. 

A, . Yees sir, I suppose so. 

4:tete *bother, after Major Faso's command had taken position on the hall , 
that is after Capt. Braaten arrived, there was any say solicitude or uneasi-
ness on the part of that commam or any part of it ea to Gen. duster's 

luau; it so 1 state . what it was. 

A . I suppose everybody felt, as 1 did a wondering what had become of him or 
where he uses. I don't know that there was any spacial worry : he had 5 
companies with hin. I don't think there was an idea or thought in the 
ecomda d that 'he was in the fix he was. 

Q. You testified to cert. is facts Ramat Maj. Reno and his three emspaniss i n 
the ti*ber, and yet do I understand you there was aa feeling of uneasiness 
i the command as to the cove aohts of Gen. Custer? I want to get4nst 
exactly *hat the f eelint was in the comae and , and how you felt at that time. 

There certainly was just tta,t feeling with us. I was thinking: "Pass he 
at in the same fi y we are in? ':'hat he become of hide Has he been throe n 

off?" 3ut the idea of the command being cut up and wiped out as it was , 
I didn't think of such a thing. I don't know as there was any oath feeling 

It was : "That in the world had become of him? hire he beenas that . 
as we are? are? His he ben thrown atf toward the mouth of die rivercorraled 

where Non . Terry's command is ̀ " I can't describe exactly what i = eat . 
There was no feeling that he had been completely used up the way he was . 
I know I had no mach feeling, beas>auaae whoa: Gen. Terry cams up 1 know th e 

» .
first thin:: that 1 and some of the others asked was : ,here is Cuter? 
Do you know what has become of Custer?* My impression was tY t he ha d 
been thrown off so he would connect with tine . Terry's command, be being 
on the side of the village: toward that a ennend , I knowing that command 
was taming up ; and when Gen. Terms commove. enme up I saw saveiry down 
in the bottom, a and I supposed that vas-Gen . Custer's co maaad ; that he had 
straiok theca and hurried them up . 

certain firing that you heard is that direction. Bow didYou dsascribso
 

that impress you?
 


A. <ell, that he had got to the other end of the villa .: •e, aerial ',truck thi s 
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force of Indians that we had been fighting, and that he was hasv t g ash e 
of too. 

Q. The abse ce of Indians in that interval of time after ) . Rem ]aft th e 
woods, sod the thst you have testified to of awing (aa this plait , 
the Custer battlefield, or whatever it as, those vast numbers of Indians 
coming ap, did you reflect and put one thing with osstother, and see wha tinter ; night draw from that? 

A . As we were forming in that posit ion on which a retreated, there was such 
heavy firing there - that is, vs had to *stela it so hot immediately otter., 
word - that I don't believe, until after the format tot of our linos, any-
body gave ouch thought to it. 

(,. Said the foot of your seeing these Indians leaving you and going in tha t 
direction before the command took that position impress you in any way ? 

yA. shy, the ides of Custer being killed never struck me - it never tutored m 
mind. 

Q. *hot do you b his commend? 

A. Teo, sir. I mean his co■swad. Anything of that sort didn' t seas to eater 
my mind at all; and, as much as I thought of it, I thought they bad go t 
rid of him scow, and they were conning beck for us . They first caught us 
and then his. They had throw us book and n they had struck him an d 
driven him off and are coming back to give us another dose. that was 
the idea that struck me . 

tots, if you know. shot 'was the object of that movement down the river 
after Col . Reno and Colt. Bentas*aaa had united their forces. 

A. I exposed the object of it was to move in the direction of Gen . Custer; 
that is, knowing that his commend had gone that way, that we vol.* to go avid 
unite with him. 

o ya know whether that was the object? 

A. I don't know. 

Did you hear. „ay orders given by ha j. keno or anyone in regard to it, or .
 

did a5. Betio say p Omit it? -: :
 


A. I didn't hear toy orders from any person whatever. 

Too simply snppo of toe coecerta hod gone down there to see what had bec cQ•
 

of Gen . Custer?
 


I don't know of anything oleo that the m wremeti►nt could have take nA, Yes, str.
 

that direction for,
 


Q. Yaxa wort to Cart. ' eir's command end started beak from there o llhi I . t? 

t start book with him. There was some other cowpony moving nea rA. I didn ' 
It seems to me that it eras Copt. Y ench's company that was therethat. 

at the time Cert . Heir vas there. I sea be +aasspl,stely wrong about it, hot 
it see to :spa there was etas empty there. 1 rode along on the flank 
of that company and then stopped with Cad t. Moylan when I got bock to his 
COtli; ally, 
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Z. State bow Dar the column eau* with reverence to this potation of 
Capt . "elf's an t het point. 

A. The entire camand did not tome up to whore Capt . heir was . Thexw 
must have been another company there. I know there as another company
there with C'pt . r-eir, and the others I don't think were dismounted at 
all. These two taro d i - t ed and the others come up to very near 
there, and then the orders to go back or the movement started . ,":apt. 
Veir started to withdrawn his eorep±ny, I know, and theithe remainin g
portion of the wand turned their horses' heads around and rent bea k 
as he withdrew his line. There was no deployment of the reminder of 
the line at that position that I know of now at all. They tamed up ,
not in a . .lid column; each company was a little seepa>arate . So a of 
them might have been along side of each other, and rhea they came up 
to near that pleas « all the ampoules chid not coma to the point wher e 
Capt. Weir (*E . They nay have gone up after I turned bask, but I think 
not; Am4 then they turned and went hack. 

Stets whet you sew at the time, or which subsequently came to your 
'knoaledge, whether the same Indians that engaged Major Rena in the 
bottom on that day also engaged General Custeer's teamed or vice versa , 
and what were the evidences that such was the case ? 

A. They turned teas us and went saaewrbere else. They went back to the 
other and of the village, end, as General Custer vet at the other en d 
of the village ettd had the fight there, the probability is they wer e 
in that fight. I have no doubt of it myrelt, but that in only my 
supposition. 

Iron the time Major Row teak his position on the hill until dark on 
the 25th of June, state whether it we . clear or cloudy or calm or 
wirsdy; if windy, state in that degree and in what direction the wind 
was blowing with reforms* to the Custer battlefield, and position o f 
iajar Reno on the hill. -

Thaerre was certainly no heavy Wind' blowing . I don't recaaalleet .any. 
It there had been a heavy wt. d I would have r e :tred it ; but I think 
it wags a little bit cloudy . It wee a little cloudy and I think it 
sprinkled a little that ni gtd just damp. 

. State as tar as you know whet orders or instructions 'ere givers on,	 
the night of the 25th of lens by Major ?Recto, describing fully the eon-
 
duct of that oft leer as eoamscsend s r of the troops, as tar as it cam e
 

under your observation or notice .
 


A. The line was first formed . I laid right dose on the line with the me n 
while the tiring was gotta on and until it ceee d, *ad as soon as . it 
ceased I was asleep or in a very few minutes afterwards. I vas ex-
hausted and soon fell asleep and I didn't kno anything until th e 
bullets caasseneed to fly around the next m ning,aud then I got up . 
I was lying on a little knoll when the maiming came and it wan rathe r 
exposed, and I started over to Capt. trench's line, and I laid down in 

. The men had been fortifying during the nigh ,the trench with him . 
and that was the tint sight I had of how they had been throwing up 
their fortifications, or rather di, Bing out the little holes they did , 
and that was the tir*t time I noticed exaes<tly where Major Reno veers. He 
was do= on Capt . rein's line to the right+ I think there were ens or 
two owe: ales intervening betwe>ean where he rase and where Capt. yrench' s 
company was. I presume :port of that day I laid <.°ith Capita Trench, or 
for some little tine, there in that hole. I think we wore there twoor 
three hours anyraay. In fast the Indians were firing very rapidly at us, 
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and we just laid still and node no reply to them whatever - just le t 
them *hoot - until they would stop to make a rush on us, and then we 
would get up and open on them and they would go back ; and that thing
alternated for s long time. .About 9 or 10 o'clock I first went to Capt. 
Boylan's line - on that day I did go to Colonel Reeno. I endeavored to 
get some scouts to try and get outside of the lines with a dispatch, an d 
I finally got two or tree Crows to say they would go if the Rees would 
go; and I went over to nee Colonel Reno to get a note, and I think he 
wrote four copies of the note, and I tried to 'mud it out with th e 
scouts. Thdt was probably on the afternoon of the 2eth. The note was 
not taken out . The Indian scouts did not get through the lines at all . 
I don't think they made any attempt to at all. 

Did the Indians charge your ;edition on the ;sill? 

A. I don't know exactly how to describe the movement. They would lie be-
hind a ridge from two hundred to four hundred or five hundred yards off -
as the hills lay around u p . There was one place where I don't think they
were one hundred yards off - 95 or 100 . ae had to charge on them ourselves , 
and drive them out of there, and clear around the line it varied to 50 0 
lards. They would li ue~t behind the ridge and it would be jut one Ils e 
of smoke round tho/ E' is wewbd just lie still and let them go an and 
when they would cuppoes they had hurt ue they would got ready and try i t 
on again. They 1'auid rouge up and shores us. They would sit back on their 
horses and ride up and we would pour it into them, and they toad 'fallback. 
That was kept up all day lei. 

Q. By whose orders did you charge to get the Indians out of their positions? 

A. I don't know anything about that . Capt. Bentsen had come over and was 
speaking about his line ; about having extended his line over further, 
and he said he had to charge to drive them from the other end of hi s 
knoll, or something like that, and he says *That cuss up there," or stoo d 
thing like that, Nis shooting right into yaut We went to skip them out . * 
And everybody toys : *Is it a go?* *Its ago", and everybody got up and 
mode a rush. 

Q. Who led the c hargs7 who said it was a go? 

A. Almodt everybody, we were lying, on the line, and he said that about thi s 
particular Indian on the point of this knob - same snob remark . I don't 
know that there was any spsaisi remark ; but it vas, "Is it a go", or some 
snob remark, and then everybody got up and it was a rush ; it was not a 
charge. We ranr this point . We probably went up 15 or r:0 yards, and 
everybody scattered out of there . We could see the Whole outfit skipping 
out to the hills beyond . 

Describe the condition of l$ajor Re 's corrand on the night of the 25th , 
and state the causes, if any, you can give for the aondihi an of the com-
mand in regard to the number of wourded and other matters, showing in whi t 
shape and condition the troops were ? 

A. I don't know how many wounded oohed that night . I didn't go down to 
where Dr. Porter was with the *o :dital until sometime on the ^8th . 
There may have been 20, but I don't know how many exactly. Theo orses 
and the pack animals were all corralled in a circle, all in together , 
by tying the reins of about a Oman horses together, and tying them t o 
the legs of the head horses . They were put in a corrall . The corrall 
was covered by Capt. goylan's company behind the pack saddles ; and on 
his left was Colonel Weir's oompany and I think Capt . Godfrey's company , 
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and Capt. French's cony and Lieut . .allaoa's company and Capt . ;'aeDougol'9 ; 
that is, commencing about the centre of the line, amd that took it aroun d
to the left, until Capt. de ougal's left rested on the river . in the 
up-strew; side is a little knoll that is higher then the ground wher e 
most of us lay, and on that ground Capt . '!enteen got his company in line. 
I d An't think the command was ins condition to do any very hard work , 
more then they 'ar_' forced to do under the circunstencee, and probabl y
the majority of them slept that night . 

Now . is rem' to the courage of the command? 

A . I think there was plenty of that with the officers and the troops an d 
everybody. There didn't seem to be any algae of fear or anything of that 
sort. 

Q . Mate whether or not Capt . eentsen's column coelai have united with esj . 
Ilene's command in that timbered place you spoke of ? 

It depends on one thing: Iron where I sew cant . enteen'a command, if her 
had crossed the ford to come up, I don ' t know how to locate the time be 
had to come if he had come up. At the time we left the timber th e 
Indians turned from us. Now, if we had remixed therm and Col . deaden 
had started to acme in there, what farce . they would have put agains t 
Main a problem, and the Indians are the only ease that know anything 
about that . d hen Capt. Benteen cams up, he came to us coming down th e 
strewn on the richt hand bank . From what I understand of the direction 
in which he came, he would ,oh have come in that direction ; he would 
have joined us probably by that tm it on which Col . eon* went into the 
woods. I suppose, of course, that not only the train, but when h, was 
coming up there with the Indians, would have attracted him and he woul d 
come in there, oleos he had different or era . ' hether the Indiana woull 
have force enough to have attacked him as scan as they saw his coning , 
and attacked him on the bottom, and prevented htm from uniting with us , 
is a question I cannot ouster . If they had sent enough down there, they 
might have sent him in the timber and have prevented him from uniting 
with us. do the Pacts were, he certainly could have crossed the river ma d 
joined Maj. deno, because the Intl lane turned and wont the other way . 

. Now, in the event that a jor Roue had been thus strengthened end rein -
forced and in that timber, state whether his position would have bee n
 

more advantageous and threaatenir ' to the Indians, than the position he di d
 

take act the hill, and whether or not auch position in the timber aoah . d
 

have c intributed in any way to a junction of his command with that of Gen .
 

Custer, or contributed in any y to the safety of the command ?
 


A . If Col. Bentsen had joined Col . Reno in the bottom I suppose you would 
have taken any troops behind, those of Capt . McDowell * - they, of course , 
would have united in the bottom, - they, of course, could have held the 
woods for some little time. 3y putting their forces into the bottom 
they would certa inly have held the bottom for some time, especially a s 

they bed the pack train with the aanmunit .on. I menu the position we weak 
out of in the timber. Of curse the presence of our troops se near as 
we were to the village, would neceseaaril : have kept a force of Indiana in 
our front to fight us ; whilst we were there they could not leave their 
village. That is almost within range of it, and it would have kept e 
force of Indians there ; and as far as forming a junetien with 4en. Custer 
in that direction ie concerned, why, we would hat had to have forked i t 
by going through the village ; either he coming to us or we going to him 
through the villaau e . I can't believe either party could have gone throug h 
the village. 
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Stet. sb timber down a below Cal. eno's position? 

I don't known mulch about the tiger below where wovere, b,~a aeee after we 
buried the dead I case heck elc this game honk through the timber an d 

t right through the bluffs on t2sde other side of the river . I just 
rode strei =ht *woos the village„ es I dcm't know the lay of the land Cure . 

:tote whether y o u saw any evident we of a Indian *amp being on the right 
bank of the Little it Bern river 

A . There had evidently been a villa g e upon that tributary of the Little Big
Hers, that we came dos in going to the fight . There vas an old tepee 
there e a pie** of another tepee, end troy the signs around there I 
should judge there had been a villega there, but I don't know how old . I 
didn't stop to look st t t. I shots judge that tepee was about a mile from 
where COI. Remo crossed the river on his advenee . 

You saw Col. . nano "Mint beak from the river after he had taken Chet posi-
tion on the hill? 

Yes. sir. 

has there any special dyer in thet trip to the river? 

}ell, there won some Eca tering I ions on the bottom, but o Image for 
there. 

When Mai . 4eno'e ( l o o m halted and deployed as skirmishers, state whether 
the Indians were halted or advancing, or running away from the ao d at 
that time s 

f hway were evidently attempting t+o vreate the impression that t y were run-
ning away at any rate, and w i could sere these in among the duet . You could 
see them not only riding away, but riding bookend forth across the Tetley 
end mining up themselves, and kicking up a duet . I could see the 
dust receding fro") in front of us . 

Could you tell 'bother those were Canted Indians or whether they were 
ponies being driven ? 

I could not tell. 

$ate whether the Indians drove their poste' in any directio n
 


got sight of the Indians on t bo =oruing of the nth?
 


When I first saw the Indian ponies I was wety beck from. the river five 
or six miles or more then that from Maj . Re's crossing. I see mess 
from the high bluffs over there ; at that time they oar* driving th e 
ponies into the villagE evidently getting the horses to saddle up . The 
neat time I saw the penir-herd wad' on the 6th . I tank I must have seen 
it on the E5th from the bluffs above, but I don't recollect it. At th e 

time a j . Reno's commend left the woods, the bulk of the hsee t ile Indian s 
were about five hundred yards from the commands There were severel 
hundred Winne near the village. The largest body of the Indians were 

nears#t the village . 
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Q . "Att. 'lamer many Indians you at, an the bottom, when you left the woods to . 
overtake the troops goiseg sat, in the vicinity of the route aj . Sans tot k 
on his retreat. I nee* 'within muse, stymie thousand yards . 

A. I should think in the timber next to the side I was - that is, n--xt to then 
river -there ware probably twenty-five or thirty. Indians ; the t includes 
those that I saw on the point or the bend there, and from whet 1 could 
judge there were about aoa hundred or one hundred and fifty on the othe r 
flank at different distances, featte red aroUnd riding around there . 

Q. state what en the conduct of j. Laeseao at the betties of the Little Bi g 
Horn in retard to c otu ,e and energey and efficiency, whether s , e s 
would inspire his , en with confidence or the reverse, and state any fact s 
and circumstances in sap art of your o:i*ion of the conductt of . that officer. 

A. I can hardly answer that *motion. 

Q. It gill, have to be answered unless objected to. I eerta inly have got-nothing 
to say against hiss era, nothin g particular fiar him either one way or the 
other. That is the whole sum of y answer. shot I save of doll Reno i s 
whet 1 have described and where I have seen it. I have told Aare I saw 
him and »hat he was doing. In the bottom I saw hiss with a gun is his hand 
going with e c wpesey of the 9th oeva.lrq to charge the Indian. village. 
He was deploying the line and forming it ; and on the top of the hill I 
just saw exactly whatI have said. Carta inly there was • o sign of cowaarA -
toe or anything of that >ort in his conduct, and nothing specially the 
other way. I didn't see anything special to say on either side . 

; . That le your sneerer to the question thee is it ? 

Yes, sky, as user as I can answer it. 

ere you imprebsed at the time in the some manner as you ape* not ? 

Yeas, sir, that was -ey opinion than. 

When wa,a it, it at all, that the assess of the Indians in the bottean appeare d 
to be moving up the both* to meat 'dad . i .e:{o's comeand - before the skir-
mish line was formed - at the time or before? 

A . At the time the skirmish line was formed they kept a certain die ts :ee in 

front of us. Oxon his command was deployed from aolUmr of fours into 
. seemed to turn bees toward us . ben weline, the body of the Indian

started on again they went on again . They kept a certain distance from tea 

all the time, and when we finally halted and dismounted, they turned beak 

again. 

tste whether, you were in a position to see what was going on dome the 
-that realties?bottom, and describe 

A, I was about fifty yards shoed of the column with Lien.,. flare and some o f 

my scouts. 

tate whether or not the retreat from the timber was hasty, y,rseipitate ,s 
disorganized, or the reverse? 

A. It was hasty so far as we were concerted, a the roar portiln of the 

column was scattered . L robably the first half of tba column vas closed up . 
It was as aloe as a coltara If fours moving at a gallop will keep together . 
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co Do you refer to the front or to the *bolt column? 

A . The rear part of the oolteee woe strung out to the rear . Take it as a 
whole, and pro away book to the lest that cone out of the woods, I should 
think with refer= at:a to them they ware eerte inly disorrenised = at is ,
the	 	tail end of the eolnan . 

•-taste whether or riot you rosily knee at that time from the orders of an y
officer whet ono going to be done - I moon at the tine, you left the d ir-
mish line to crotch your horse when you hoard thou° ;yen spook et as her ring. 

A. I didn't know anything about what saes going to 'ha#pen,, 6%00 that I heard 
the mean hallooing about a cirg+s down in the woods . 

hat hod been the oasualtieaj as far as-you knew, or as for as Ton after-
ward esoerte road, of the time that you left the skirmish line to a at your 
horse, and before the oon had tins to mount? 

A . There was some can in "A" coopany that wee left down is the woods that wags 
killed before the tomato) loft. I' heard people speeklhe bout this me n;4 

but I don't remember who he was I don't knoo where ' ergt . Heyn and thi s 
ion otro ds were shot. One was that through the knee . He was on his 
horse when I saw him, but whether he :sneged to g ot on the horse o ith a 
boll in his knee or not I don't now, het is all I kw* ohout the casual-
ties . I don't knot whether .true and .Heys were shot lea the timber or oat . 
Tbo =oosmont from the t inhar on the retreat I hoew was a retreat to get 
o=-'..t of there and to get on y :igher ground sooewhohe . :hen I soot out on t o 
the prairie I was satisfied they *or getting slay from the Indians a s 
fast as they could . 

>,	 	 has the eom a and driven trio the woods by the some Old the en my enter 
the w ood s %Oft #Le Ltd left it? 

A. I don't know whether there were any Indians in the woods Groot at th e 
tins . I didn't stir any in the woods at the time . ban we first got a 
chance to talk a bout it when we got an the mill, I heard there wore Indians 
behind us in the woods . I hoard woos of the men say that . They mus t 
have meat the timber or bottom that we 'tare in. when I vent dote to get 
the horses I had no trouble in getting them . Thore rare a Indians in 
there whore the+ horses were. ::ome of the non who had best left as horse -
holders were probably firing. They mould have been on the skirmish line, 
too. The lino on the left of itsas under the some hill that the horses 
were. All I had to do was to ride down the skirmish line to and beyond th e 
left of the line. Copt . Moylan said the Indians two gattir in on his 
loft, sod the horses yews not oovered by the skirmish line, and they wool, 

.:et in there. I did not sees any Indians there when I wont to theprobably
 

horses . I didn't see any horses being hit there .
 


What was your object im trying to overtake the hoed of tho column when i t 
was retreating? Why did you rids so re;:idly to overtake the head of the 
column? 

A. I had no speeiel 'bleat to mind in gaping to the herd of the column at all . 
I was foot-loose to co where I liked, and t ho re was the head of the colum n 
there, and it was retreating, and and 1 had no no ~e postal object thalo to eo 
where the head of the column was, and if there was anything. to be dome to 
help do it ; and I had to sa'a the 'tooth of my horse to keep him from goiteg 
ahead of the column. At the hoard of the eolu:ao= 1 said sosothing, - "thi s 

won't do; this won't do. =er hnvo got to got into shape," - or something
idea was, thinking tha tlike that ; I don't remember the words . -
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there . ,as .o offioar there when I got up to the head of the column, t o 
take command of the head of the cola= :pelf, cud see thv t it was con -
ducted by somebody. it just as I was saying it I discovered 1,:j. Reno 
there himself, so that my suppos it iora was entirely wrong of thinking ther e 
was no one there. 

Before the advance had reached the summit of the hill on the retreat, state 
what efforts you or Maj. o tirade to *heck the retreat of the men, end 
what either of you did for that purpose. 

A. I have been told that I said something, but I can't recall it myself . 
don't remember of shying a word . I stopped to rmt a horse for s y orderly , 
and two or three can there helped me to put him on his horse, and I . don't 
remember anything I did or maythin,g anybody else did . 

.tats 'abet were the feelings of the command hen it reached the summit o f 
that hill, or in going up there ; were the feelings those of triumph and 

courage end exultation, or those of despondency and demoralization? was 
the condition that of a c osmr nd that had been defeated or that of a asap d 
that had made a successful cherge? 

A. I cnn't speak for anyone else . I can only speak for myself. 

ell, then, speak for yourself? 

A. I felt as though I bad been pretty badly licked. ' 

The Court then at 1 :30 P .M. a journed to meet et 11 * .U. to-w crow 

Thursday, lathy. 2 d, 1879. 

s 0.y 
Chi sago, Illinois , 
Thursday, Jay. 23, 1899. 
. 11 o'clool . . h. 

The Court scat pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

Col. John B. Ling, 9th Infantry 

Col. -eddy Merritt, 5th Cavalry 

Lt. k*l. 3 . tyaall, 3d Cavalry 

zeaorder 

1st Lieut. Jesse M. Lee, Adjt. 9th Infantry. 

o and his counsel wore also present.Major 

s of the last semi= were read and approved .The proceeding 

T ezami tion of Lieut. Varna b;.- Major Reno was then entered o p m 

as follows: 
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Please take the pond fix the point where the manners deployed on th e 
skirmish line and its general direction . 

A.	 	 as this cep dose not appear to me to be correct, I can't fix it on the map . 
That square space being the evening is the timber, I should put the skir -
mish line about the center of that openinn as shorn on the map, The ramp
may be correct and I may o wrong . 

goes the line you hove drawn with your pencil re reee nt, according to yotr 
judgment, the angle of the line. 

es sir; It was about perpendicular to the general direction of the 

?bare were you in referent* to the skirmish line at the time it eeea being 
deployed. 

lust as it was being deployed I ego right with the anew as they were dm-
ployiag. 

Ma that the time y gamy horse ecep y on the other aide of the 
river. 

A. Yes, sir. 

C. flow long, according to your judgment did the line remain jr the position 
in which It had been deployed. 

';p ith reference to that I + only *aster that when I owes back from th e 
opening In the tisber to the skirmish line, the en in the lamed to t o 
vicinity of where I struck the line veers lying in the edge of the timber . 
I suppo s the whole line had dropped back into the tIMber, but at wha t 
time that happened I don't know . 

bat length of time do you compute it to be . 

I can't tell. 

man you give a judgment of wheat length of tine the oen more on the *lie 
sick line before being eithArawn into, the timber. 

I have no idea. I must have been on the skirmish lice sal ' from 10 to 
15 minutes . 

you left the skirmish line were the moo in the posit i is which , they► 
were deployed . 

A. They veere* 

fter they had been withdrawn to the timber how loog do you supposea. 
they stayed therm. 

A. That depends on when they fell, beet is the timber. 

How long were they in the timber all together? Be'. any estimate to 
give. 

or lw minutes I think .It could not have been nor„ 

from the time the men were deployed in lime till they leftQ. Bow long was it 
the timber on their my heck to the river . 
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A . I estimate that at about halt" an hour. 

c . AA I understand you to say that a prolongation of the skirmish li ne 
across the river would strike the point where you sae the gray horse 
Oimty. 

Yes air I think it was abou t that point.
 


e do you fit. that point on the mop.
 


A . I can't fix it on the map. A summing that the position of Major Thro es 
command on the hill is correct, it 'war probably a quarto? o1 mile below 
that, tar sonothing like that . 

That accordin ; to your r000lleatio of the country a prolongation of Odo r 
eesso's skirmish line across the river would strike the bluffs about a 

quarter of a mile below where the stand wee ate on the night of the 25th. 

I don' t sreteut ta lay down a ?a* n end sway Use prolongation of too s kir-
nigh line would strike that particular spot where the . column was, but as 
I rode in the roar of the skirmish line and looker: u; there about i n 
front of me was the grey horse company . 

you not go rather on the .right flash of tj . fen's eo ad than in 
the roar of the skirmish line. 

That is what I say : I came in f`rosa th ' lesft of the line and r 
around in the rear, I looked up there it wrts in y front *itch woo b e 
about at the right flank of the line as i t was d epiayed . 

hat was the chorister of the country on which you see this gray horse 
eca s ny. 

on the tuffs we sf'tarwards retreated tan amd when re had ourIt vies up 
fight. It was rather rouge. that is the top oa. ss uneven end rolling . 

Ih its ,. rt*i b]*ff.. 

Mich him then the point from pttieh you sew it .
 


Yosa sir: I think the blufts were 100 foot high .
 


That was the last view you had of that column or any part of it . 

a the last view I ever had of it end that ono just a glance . 

ass for eno depl o yed his skirmish line and they remained 10 or 15 minutesa. 
in position. 

Teo air. 

These assn had dismounted at the time . 

A . Yee sir. I think they were just cuadne from their _horses at the time I 
rode up. 

Was that point at which the line was deployed visible from the point 'where 
the gray horee cosapaaay was visible to you at the time you saw it . 

A . It must have been. 
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u: . did you tell Major ksdo, while in the timber or at asst' tine during th e 
goner' l eagegement, about sewing the gray horse company. 

A. ho sirs 

K. Ammo vas Major Reno in referent* to yourself et that time . 

I don't know: he et here been on the limo at the -n were just deploying. 

You spoke of seeing Major Remo with a d in his hand ; did any of t he 
officers outer that fivht with sabres or swards . 

A. Not that I knots of . I ale t know there was *At sabre in the command . 

''tint ins the it you fixed at which the gray horse oompaay was moving
down the river . 

A . I thick they were maim at a trot. that is an impresoton only ; not a 
very fast trot . 

Q. R tnst yeas the general appearrace of the point "B" in the river, as to it s 
being a ford or not. 

A. I should call that place a ford . 1 41d not attempt to cross the river 
there, but I should call it a ford. 

C, . What do you estimate the distance from the point .b„ and the place wher e 
you sae the gray horse company. 

A. I should put it at something less than r sales. All my testimony in rela-
tion to time and distenee 'ovary uncertain . 

How long do you suppose it would take a command going at the rate that 
appeared to be going to go from the paint whores you mat it to "b" . 

A . Taking i to consideration the uneven nature of the aunt, it coast have 
takes than tb or 30 minutes, assuming that -iy distance is abet correct . 

eo you know whether the gray bores company was at the heed, the middl e 
or the rear of that column. 

A . I have no idea. 

that was the ohmmeter of the country between the point where the gra y 
horse company was and the point "a" wit' : reference to amass or approach 
to the river, on the right bunk. 

A, some parts it out h,ve been just about impossible to get dorm with a 
company of cavalry, and at other points you could go down quite well . 

+ould it not be ae easy for a colu n of mounted ;ion to ,o darn the right 
bank to the river to for any number of mounted non as the left beck t o 
rise to those heights . 

A, Carte iniy it would be fully as *say to go dowa as to get up. 

Boo long after you sax the gray horse employ as you have atatod till 
h a for =reno retreated from the %W het.. 
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A . It asst have been about half an hair. 

c, Than as rdin r to your estimst ' of time a sufficient period had elapsed 
between the time you sir the gray horse oomgeeny and the time Major
left the timber for that column to have reached the ford °S" . 

A euo 

A. Yes sir, just about. 

In whet way aid the Indiana leave Maj . 'emcee command after he at de the 
such across the river an his return ; down towards the village or not . 

A. Down towards the village. 

That wee on the loft side of the river, doom towards "b". 

A. Yes sir. 

(,	 	than did they leave Ma j. Nno's command. 

A, I think the note foes left about the time we left the woods. 

O. Than **cording to your 'ad eat at the time Major Reno's command left th e 
timber Oea. Ouster's column had shoat time enough to have reached th e 
ford " B' . 

A. I think those would have been the relative positions of the two column s 
as user as I can judge. 

Whet was the ahaaraeter of the country as to elevation between the poin t 
'here you sae the gray horse company and the point "2" whether the point . 
where you we the gray horse eo smy wee as high as any point between 
that and "3" . 

A. I hardly think it was . I can't be sscurate . 

.4;4	 	 I wish to as p. your judgment . You in. the y horse co pany a t the point 
you heave stated . Zha man of for itono's command ere just being deployed 
or had boon dismounted end deployed as a skirmish line . They remained 
there for 10 minutes . :3o you suppose the column moving down the righ t 
bank of the etresn could have seen Ma"or steno's eaueand to any other post e 
non than on the skirmish line with dismounted non. 

A. I will answer that in this way. As this c olua of '►en . ouster's went 
down the stream, he may have been in a position to see us all the time we 
were going 4oasn the bottom, but at the time be passed the point I have 
described we =sere certainly dismounting and he must have known our posi-
tion if he looked there. ?'hat was whet a were doing . 

C . Any rtreteh of country or which he passed for the next 10 or 15 minutes 
would still have been in vier of Major +eato's skirmish line. 

The loot I saw of the gray horse company Gen . Custer was himself, if he 
rode at the head of the cola as usual, in s position to see that ea woes 
doing. 

• Ybea, as fax' as you have any reason to believe, the last view the column 
on the right ::auk of the river had of Major lama's command vas & sing whet . 

A .	 	i.ismoountin ; to go into the Emit . 
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;as there any c awsssstic$tion whatever to your knowledge between hcba j . Reno 
and Oct'. Custer after that tints, 

A. Not that I know of. I don't holism there was . 

w. When as far as you know men . Ouster must have reached the point *9", if be 
attempted to cross there at all, with the bolter that Major keno woe not 
charging, but standing there at bay before the Indians . 

A. Of course I can't say positively; it is a sore matter of opinion. The 
■an of the gray horse company were certainly in position to see exactl y 
what we were doing there. ':hat pert of th, column the grey horse company 
was in I don't know, or how far ahead of the grey horse company Gen . 
Custer was I don't know. but asap he was right there, he must have 
seen our position and known exactly what we were doing. 

, . fro you not suppose that Gen. Custer as a careful soldier having an oppor-
tunity to see that command in the timber below there would advise himsel f 
of just what it was doing sod they position and condition it was in. 

A . I believe too . Custer mot have been motioned to proceed after suin g
 

us there.
 


: .	 	 Have you any reason to think that ++en. Custer had any other knowled °e o f
 

Major hoax than that he ens standing there on . his defense.
 


I . If he sew um theirs, and I can't help thinking he did ass us, that tort 
have been the last information he had *oncoming us . 

are there any ooideneos of a determined effort - to cross to the village 
at "8". 

A. I don't know anything about that . I did not watch the ground them: at all. 
I sews over the bluff at that point, end not on the trail. 

As a military man would not your attention have been attracted if there 
bad been any evidences ofa struggle on the part of Gen . ':aster to cross 
to the village at the point 03w. 

A. Gen. Custer might have attempted to cross at -B" and have been driven back 
without leevin any p' rticulsr pi Etta swept horse tracks, unless some one 
had been killed or wounded there so that he would have deed bodies or dea d 
horsed there. I did not see any dead bodies or dead horses to indicate 
any struggle, though he ay have gone Ir there. 

Co There were men left dead in the tisaber where Na jor Reno acne his stood . 

A. Tee sir. 

Would there not have been oen and horses left dead at 08' if there had been 
a desperate effort to cross . 

A. Teo sir, I think so. 

the first dead body.Co	 	 Hdo far from that ford did you find 

A. My opinion of that distance is the poorest opinion I give. I said 800 . or
 

1000 yards, but it is a eoaplete guess on my part .
 

.C .	 	 It was away fray the ford was it 
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Yea air. 

Q. And still farther down the river. 

A . Tea sir ; it was after I left the ibrd . 

. .
d	 It was not between the position j . ►eno took ,been he same the hill
and the ford
 

A. No sir. 

C . Them you say for about 30 minutes Major no remained in the tisber and 
created a diversion on the part of the Indians . 

A . Yes sir. 

. Aeeordinr to your estimate or the number of Indians engaged on the 5 
and 26th days of June, 1816, were there not enough in your opinion to hav e 
overcome both eoewraseands even if each had been separately angared et the 
same time. 

A . I would not like to take half the warriors and take the command we ha d 
with us and fight thaw. 

L, . You would not like to take the other half of the commend and fight the 
balance of the warriors . 

A . No air. I don't know hour to express an opinion on that . 'roe the esti-
mates of other persone and or Indians and all I can pick u I don't believe 
there sere loss than 4000 warriors in that fight . 

Were there any evidences of an attempt on the part of the 4:o1 eu under G . 
Custer to return from the point "B" beak in the direction from which h e 
cane. 

,t . I did not radio) any evidences of that sort and if there had been I woul d 
not have noticed tbon as I rode away from the trail. 

=t hat was the ahereet-r of the gauntry from the point "B" in the directio n 
of "D" and "!'" as to elevation in eomperison with the position of was . 
Reno's command on the night of the 25th. 

A . I have no idea : I never was on either of timed points except to ;ass by 
where idea. Custer's body was buried when I care in frcx the bluffs. 

C.• Did you see the bodies before therwere buried . 

A. 1 sew a greet many bodies but not to examine them . 

tid the position of the bodies indicate that the coemmnd had been tap ered 
itioc at any one point for resistance to th etorether in a military
 


Indiana.
 


A . It is passible for se to give an opinion on that . I was not enough over 
the, field to rinow. 

• Alen the column under command of Maj . den* prepared to retire from the 
bottom you were with Girard e=nd Reynolds. 

A. Yes sir, 
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They were attached to amy particular part of the command were they not . 

Yes sir. The interpreter,ae a rule, is supposed to be with the commendingofficer. 

was he with him at that time. 

A. No sir . I wish to say that I had no orders to go with Major do's battalion 
at all, end I don't know whet instructions Girard had, nor do I know how he
came to be there. 

q. You were with those two yen, . who were, as gar as you knew unattached to any
particular hart of the comamnd. 

A. Yes sir . 

y. When the men were in the timber were they not a small number of men to defen d
a position of that kind. 

I don't believe we had mem enough to cover as largo a line as it was nas :essst ry
to cover in order to hold that titbe a It does not seem so to is . 

Y u have been asked several » zest ices with reference to the ability of j . 
Reno's oon mnd to hold that tizzher provided Capt . Bentsen with his c mend ha d 
joined and provided Capt. McDougall had ooze in with the peek train . aid

T 

not that in your judgment depend on the fact whether there had been any order s 
or directions to ►j. limo and Capt . Bentsen to unite their ends. 

A. It would depend entirely upon the fact whether the h did or not ; and whether 
they would or net would demand of course on the orders each one had, re or 
loss. I don't know what orders either one bad . 

Was it reasonable for Maj . : to expect , Capt . Beateen•s command to unite 
with his on that side of the river unless haves apprised of t fact that 
Capt . Bent.= had been ordered to do so . In other words met he not know that . 
Cat. entosu was ordered to do before he could calculate on what he 'meld do . 

A . I do not see hew he could depend on Capt.. ctesen's co . d or Capt . cDougall's. 
I don't know whether Maj . Remo knew or could have known what orders they other 
battalion co ders had . I do not know that.. he knew what the plan of th e 
fight was ; I did not . 

%. If Maj . Reno was ignorant of t 'o orders given to Capt . Bentsen rith is 
battalion, and to Capt . McDougall with the pack train, would he have been justi-
fied in holding that timber in the belief that they would come up and unite with 
him, provided he found or believed his asst command was not sufficient to hold it. 

A. If he believed he was unable to hold that timber and saw no troops coming, I 
suppose he weuld use his ow jud t shoat leaving there end going to some 
place he could hold better . 

Q. How long after retiring front the timber did Cant . Bentsen units *it him. 

A. I would say 20 or 25 minutes . 

• Bow long after Capt . Bentsen camp up did the pack train aces up, and did i t
 


come from the same direction that Capt . Bentsen did or a different one.
 


It .	 	 It came from s different direction and I estimate it three-quarters of an 
hour after, possibly more or less . 
After the pack train joined the commend, bow long till the entire commend moved 
down the river . 
After the each train joined the command, I took the spades and started down 
the hill, and was goIIe possibly 20 or 25 minutes, :end when I got back the 

command was all moving exec t erhe ps Capt . I oylan's co any which I am not 
certain about, as he was encumbered with wounded . 
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Where was Co. "D" under Capt. ter at that time. 
A. I can't loeete his compmay at that time. I know some company started forward 

about the time I went down the hill, but whether it was his or not I don't know . 

, What time do you fix it with reference to the time the pack train came up . 

A. It was just about the time the pack train ammo up . 

How long did Mjor Reno remain on the hill before the column moved down the river . 

A. 1 guess it was about an hour and a half before the whole thing started. 

Did you see the point at which Capt . Wier halted after hemmed down the river . 

A. Yes sir, I was on that point . 

Was it possible for the column to have got any farther in that direeti n, havin g 
reference to the number of Indians and their position . 

A. I can only speak in reference to the time I got there . Then the whole force of 
Indians seemed to be turning back against us . ' It is possible that we coul d 
have gone farther, but I doubt *bother any one mould have moved any farthe r 
at that time, because the Indians were all coming as fast as they could in our 
direction. 

Was not the engagement a general one after the time Capt . °pier' ehP4hnced 
return with his company until dark that evening . 

A. No not from the time he commenced to return . But we had to keep firing to keep 
the Indians at a distance and it got warmer and warier till we got back and 
from that time on it was a very heavy fire as long as we could see to shoot . 

Whet do you fix as the time you reached the point mere you made the stan d 
that night . 

A. About half past 5 o'clock is as hear es I can fix it. 

' . When you heard the firing in the direction in which you afterwards found Gen .
 

Custer did you communicate that fact to Wa j . Reno.
 


A. No sir. 

Was not Gan. Terry lawn to be advancing up the river with a considerable body 
of soldiers . 

.A. I don't now whether it was generally known or not . I pertly knew what Can 
Terry's intentions were, as I had heard him and 'en. Custer talking, and I had 
an idea Can. Terry was on the Big horn somewhere, but I don't know exactly bow 

I knew it -either . 

Was it not a matter of belief throughout the command, as far as the officer s 
were concerned, that Gen . Terry was coming up the river with a column of men . 

I don't know how much information there was among the officers . 

Was there anything in the account of firing you heard in the direction in which 

Gen . Custer's commend was afterwards found, to indicate their destruction a t 

that time. 

I had no idea the command had been destroyed .etc; sir : 
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taaa it not the general belief that the eaaseand of Gen . Custer was as wel l 
able to take care of itself as that of Me j, :ism as fear as you knew the 
feeling. 

. I can't recall any one speaking abut it till the afternoon of the 28th . 

Wen it not a belief among the officers tb-at he was as well able to tak e 
care of his command as the oosaarend of jmr Reno wee to take care of itself. 

I have rao idead what the officers thought about that. 

Q. 'res it net the belief or opinion that he might have gone farther down the 
river in the direction in which Gen. erry was expected to advance and so 
unite with him. 

A. I certainly had an idea ayeelf that he had been driven off in his attack 
on the other and of the village, and that he was either corralled, as we 
were, in the hills, or had got away tenets tin . Terry's command . The 
idea of their being ell killed never struck ae at all. 

T ,u spoke of en attempt on the pert of Major Reno to send a letter to Gen . 
Terry. 

Yes air, on the P5th. 

as the % letter returned to his by the Indian aouts. 

A. Tex air. 

Do you reree rher the subst .nee of that letter. 7a ;or itsno stating to the 
court that the letter has been destroyed and he is annals now to produce it . 

It stated in effect that he had arrived at that point at such a time, 
described the location on the hill, that we had attacked the Indians: that 
he did not know the whereeh ute of Gen . Custer; that he was holding the 
Indians in . check, and naked for medical aid and assistance . ;'hat is 

. about all I remember of the letter. 

Q.	 	 .; id be speak of his ability to hold the position . 

4y impressien is it did say somethin ; to that effect . l €at, I don't feed 
certain of it . 

; .	 	 Do you or not recollect he said somethi a like tbist — we are able to hole;
 

the position but we have a number on wounded and I would like ycu t o
 


send ms some medical stores and supplies .
 


A. I don't think it was exactly like that . I thick it sas we require medical 
aid and assistence, or ,e o thing like that . There was soothing about 
holding he poeitioe but I don't recollect how it was worded : it was to 
the offset that he was able to hold it . 

Was it not, as far as you re collect, very much in aubet r{nee like a letter 
he wrote on the 7th. 

A. I don't know an; thi; g about the letter he wrote on the ^7th . I have been 
:teems to have been Britten on the 7th. That oneshown a letter that 

the	 	 one I net, with the addition o fis in substance about the awe as
 

a fter he wrote the first one.
 
aceurrencer which had happened 



There was no substantial difference as to his ability to remain *here h e 
was and his ignorance of the rah eresb uta of .eaera 1 Custer . 

. . No sir. Those things were about the sane in both letters . 

That fleeing you heard was after Capt . Bentsen ammo up . 

A. I th`nk it wee very soon after he came up. 

cl, Vise the range of the Indians	 rifles greeter or less than that of the 
soldiers carbines . 

A, I believe the longest range guns the Indiana had were those they took frose 
. Gen .. Ouster's command, with one or two exceptions. These wars one or two 

parties in perticular had very long range guns. 

C. Is the range of the .-inchest-r rifle the same as the army carbine . 

A. No sir, I think it is much less. 

k;, what is the range of the 6inchester rifle. 

A . I don't know exactly . I think the charge of powder is considerably : les s 
than that of the : pringfield carbine. 

The Indians in going to the river and across it to the right bank, woul d 
in all probability cross at "B" . 

A. I don't know ; there wer other fords close thre. 

Was not "B" the fired ford they could cross. 

A. It is the lowest ford in the vicinity of this 4illage. 

C . Is there any ford between that and the point you crossed in the retrea t 
from the bottom. 

A . I don't know. I don't believe there is because it is high bluffs, but I 
was never through there . 

ueetions by the Recorder. 

w . Refresh your memory, in hunting an the plains, and sea if you can't ge t 
at the range of a winchsster rifle . 

.A . The yinchenter Arm Company has an arm very different from the old inehester 
rifle . I don ' t think the `S lnchester will shoot accurately ewer 600 yards . 
;ith regard to the 1300 yards range of the carbine, I did not mean tha t 
it would shoot accurately thet dietetic*, but that it would throw a bel l 
the% far . 

. Bow far will a spring`ield carbine shoot with reasonable accuracy .yti 

A. About 1000 yards., 

q, .'state if yo-, had been in Indian engagements before that . 

A . Tea sir. 

Q . Is it the hash of the plains Indians -to charge ee enemy posted in the 
timber? isould they be likely to do	 it .
 


e
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A . I don't believe they would be likely to tom thre mounted . But thy place 
an .Indies* eau cover himself he will teke advantage of and crawl up on th e 
line. 

Q . The troops were in the timber and had the cover as you hnv' testifiao . 

A . Yes sir. 

Co Did the Indians on the plain have clover. 

A . Not on the plain but they had the advantage of timber above and below u s 
on the strewn. 

In that particular timber they did not coma that you saw . 

A . I saw ro Indians in that particular timber I was in . 

hate' whether the plains I! dines are wre likely to charge a retreating 
foe than one ready for the attnek . What is the rule in regard to that in 
that country. 

A. I think that applies to the Indian and to the cavalry too - they 'souk 
rather strike a men when be is setreeting than when he is facing- you, I had . 

C . Did not the Indians strike Us). aeno's column when it left the tiaher, and 
were not the greatest user of casualties occasioned in that way. 

A . I thith a great number of casualties must have occurred in the timber, jus t 
as we left in this riser of the column. Certainly the greater number mere 
killed and wounded in the retreat from the woody to th' bluff anei abou t 
the ford . I don't know exactly *hare they were killed or bow . one 
=fit have been killed near the timber es we left, rued some oust have bee n 
left there, I ea not certain. 

C. -tat* whether or not the Indians made a charge into Uej . eno•s oolursn: 
into the rear or tail and of it a . it left the woods on the retreat . 

A, They did not charge into it . They 'mold ride some distance off on the 
flank - acme 50 to 100 yards, nith their rifles across= the pommels of 
their saddles, and would sit there and work their rifles . 

Not bringing them to the shoulder . 

A. No air ; let them lay aeroem their toddles . 

Q, la id they follow the command in that way as it went dawn the bottom* . 

A. A g reat many folio rd, down, hut as es neared the river they commenced t o 
draw off the other way . 

ftnte whether or not the movement of loan ear Reno's bettelion from the wood s 
to the hill was a demoreliaed rout . 

A. 1 do not consider the heed of the column was in that c saac :ition. The 
rear I think was. 

. "sa you !still hold to the o ; anion that it column of fours is a good forma-
tion in *hick to charge an enemy in front . =would that hfave .been a good
 


formation there at that time.
 


c. 
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A. In column of fours is a good formation in an atespt to pate through e i 
eolumn of Indians. The object of that movement ono to take us outside 
of a body of Indians, and that vas as good a formation as any. If i t 
had been made in plattoon it would hove caused delay . 

Q. The formst ios depends an the rapidity with which you wished to wove . 

A. Yes sir, and what the effect of the movement was to be . 

Take those Indians between the command and the ford, end the commen d 
starting out in a colume of fours, would it or not be likely to receiv e 
as enfilading: fire, or a fire from the hood of the column down * 

A. In fighting Indians I don't think it would . They would try to get on 
the flanks whore they could use their guns a e I have desert bed . `het 
their style of fighting. I would wake the formation close and if the 
object was to break through a lot of Indians I don't know but it wott d b e 
a good way to go. 

es th .t dons. 

A. The rear of the column was ccrta inly not closed w e 

are did you expect to find the commanding officer on the retreat . 

At the head of the column . 

tan there any officer at the rear of thy: column, as it came out of the 
woods geeing that the men all got out . 

There wars officers bask there : I don't know what they were doing. I 
think Lt . Rodgson, lt. toilette, Capt. French end tat . hcIntosh w e -e all 
behind me. 

Was the column In front going. 

A. Teo sir. 

. At the point where you came out of the woods hoc was the column, s cattered
 

or formed .
 

A. I could not get out cos long as it vas closed up solid because that forced 
wee into the woods, but as moon as the=re was a break in the column I got 
out. 

when you got out there were still men behind you. 

A. Yes sir. 

were there any wounded :men left in the woods . 

I don't know whether there were or not. Thera were men 1> ft there, an d 
when we saw thous they were dead . 

Is it reasonable to suppose that every man you saw was shot dead in th e 
first Instance or wounded. 

A. I don't know about that. I think if a Non was disabled so be could not wet 
on his horse woo loft where he was. 
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. Them whet would be liable to become of him. 

He would be liable to be killed at once . 

'how many were killed or left in the woods. 

A . I don't k :ow. ems were o :; the plain: and some it the woods . 

From the place wher the skirmish line was forced, we any eh, r € mede 
towards the Indian villa e by "aj . piano's emanate or was . any such or• e r 
given by him. 

. No sir, no chi,rpe out on the plain . The only charge I k :tsar anythis etout 
the movement ', :ajar ono stertee to make with Co . "G" throe gh the weed s 

which I undertood was to aids a p> rt of the In'ien villa e . 

._ . ithin what limits have you heard the force of Indians there placed . 

I don't thi :k I heve . heard it ylaee at less then 2530, and es high as 
12,000 warriors . 

From your knowledge of In .ien s state whet no Id be the population of a 
village ontlining 4000 warriors . 

e . about 15,000 if they all hsd their fnailiee with them. I don't believe 
they all h9d their families . I sew a greet any •ickyupt, htcb probably 
eou . fined bucks only. 

any of tho <e wiekyue ; along ide `t the lodges . 

I did rot go over th . hound. moue* to , ee how they were. At the lower 
of the vill€s e a greet many Ire left ttending . 

sHave you ever : F'en wickyups alrn geide of lodges, put there fora ecial 
pur` tae. 

A. Yes air, for bath houree, I auppoce you refer to . 

Are they not there for other puryoee - for the women to -soupy teceeionel1y . 

A. I dcm t know. The only use I know of their making of them ie fer their 
sweat b. the. 

. bout -_ow -any ponies- w;ftald it tyke to move vill ge of 1:J,000 inaiens with 

all the plunder the Indicant hive. 

A . I don ' t k+ ow : ow to : e t i rate tb t . it would tyke greet many, an there 
ese an im anee nerd of ponies there . If there were the.% number of 
Indiana, it would require . out TM:O,030 ponies. 

lhft =vine village - if you saw it .'-'het sae the etas of 

A . I did rot see it. with to my in ri=gar. to the number of ponies that 
wheel was on the bluffs the night before my Indian scouts said th are were 

sew together befog - that they looked likeevermore ponies° then they 
I c iuld not see them at all . They told me to .an iwrmenee buffalo herd. 

, but still I could not coo the ponies, butlook for warms on the gr . 
they described themes the largest pony herd they had ever seen. 
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c . What became of your Indian cute. 

A . I think they started tar Powder . g iver. I found them there aftewarc a . 

when a fight is going on, awl an officer in charge of corm bz no 
orders to remain away or at certain por1tion, enc he hears the sound O f 
firing what is it hie duty to do always . 

A. I suppose he no Id take hie command en .' go there to find out whet wee 
going on end help or send and find out whet the in tter was . 

q, Was not Capt . Benteen's column, doing tht, if y 3u knee, when `car denot e 
column gotup on the hill. 

A. A few minutes after a got on the hill I aew a column of cavalry coining 
down stream to netts use I don't know where it had been before, or what i t 
bed been doing. 

q. In the event that 1000 Indiana had followed ;raj . Keno's column, and bad 
cloned up on it rt the river when the men p are ping across and trying to 
get on the hill, what would have been the result as far e r that alsjnd 
ens concerned. 

A . I don't think it rot :̀ ever have got on the hill. I thi .k it would have 
stopped at the creek . 

ueut one by Major i+ens. 

_You are a soldier and I presume you remember the soldierly performance o f 
Gen. Toreythe on the Republican river in 189. 

A . Yea sir. 

ere the Indi c ne oherging upon the troops et th .= t time, and after Gen . 
Forsythe held been in tea tiMber one day . 

A, I was not ther, but thet ie ehet I uneer tend a the nature of the 
there. I don't know the nature of their charge on the tr, o : a. 1 i e r- in e 

Indiana is not the merle as of the, cavalry. I think Ithe eherge of %h p 
underetapd whet is meant by a ch -rge there . 

C. saes not the method of Indian nerfare de pend on the number of In<.'.iene, 
and the number of troop es sgv ivat eh= they are eegmged e 

Yes sir. 

:odified by circumetnnoee.Q . Are not their tactics 

A . Yea sir, every Indian fights for himself and >e :ch =one hne hi p own way of 

doing it . 

nde on their nu ere end the number of their enemy .And th t way . e ;e, 

.': . Yee sire 

that or not proper for►srtion for ° :s4 . Aeno'e column in goiter to aae 
narro for in retreatin g from the timber to the top of the hill beyond , 

having in view the d ietc nee . 

A .. I dent ;snow that it would make any d i f"°erence whether the ford 'was narrow 
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or wide et far a the farretivaa a a concerned . In alhorhment•a`" tP:rit ort , 
the line has to be kept *ell closed, up ill the time, er. i. there Is 
any delay in noosing the ford, some dispoe it;ton would h eve to be hods to 
soarer the delay. 

4 as not tht a #:roger for tiou of th ©)aeeend, to o to the point to whic h 
it see aireeted. 

th.i k. it eats. 

, . Major Reno vac at the heed of the 

. Tea air. . 

by the 'e►corder . dietae sat away with t: • For-
sythe there . 

A. No they d id u . 

Nor with a €te'!10• 

sir.
 

The wi t
 

I. R. Porter, a citi en, a 	 y t h aerder, en ' be i 

duly to tet if' 	 tha whole truth ez d nothing but the trut h 

teetific follows* 

by the Recorder. 

, . state your net*, profession n l re4 i o-enee. 

My 'Anne is H. • oiler. I sa a phyeieian Fend surgeon and :t stye in 
F3lsmere, 'eekot > territory . 

1:Aete : ether or not you were connected Ath the :orere ,nt !rice on the 
?6th an4 20th of June, 1376, in w'et cep+ oity eae with what coaeond nerving? 

A . I lees Deting ei tent oorf;.on Un3er eh,Custer . 

ith what expedition sere you 	 tfttt time? 

A . I we vsitb =:gin j .ilo•e on. 

,fete rdhethe on the 5th of June, 18y6, ynu heard any ordt►rt sire na 

by owl . Curter to . . Ito, either in peraou or the h is adjutant ; 
if so by r bolo, when and eth Dre that day . 

t:,	 	 .1. hehed his ed jutent give en order, I thi k about 1 o'clock. it'll** right 
near Ahere they struck the first tepee, where the dead Indians were . The 
ad juts n t are+ over, air,: : told him the Indiana sere . ju : t °:bed, n nd hen. 
Chet ' r uir'cteo hits to ch rare the.. he turned erounu, and anked Ile edits, 
tent if ‘.fin. Cutter we* goi .' to support his. 13e' aain 'osier would support 
him. He asked hire if the geo-oh%l we comtn : 1 , r d he told Am '~peses, t" 
the Generc l would support hire. 

- id you her any other orders f re C or bis adjutant, to =:`a j . 
Reno? 

fo r 



�������

. No, sir. 

. On w'ioh side of the river did this occur ? 

A. That eras before we crowed the Little 4iu; Horn river . It was ebOI* a 
mile, or a mile end a heir, from the a ro +ins of he Little i sore . 

tote art wee done by He : * rtiet o end hie end on receipt of thi arder. 

He etorted on down to 'Ohs trotting ri g ht one heavy Weil art r. t rot. 
Some of the horses, I Burr o, r=a galloping. vs went on down to the Mori" 
end *worsted over and halted on the other <-ids, emits of the horses ogre 
watered et the etreea . I watered rey horse there. 

C . the emote geenere1iy halt to enter, or wee this wx tering done patting
through? 

I thi k it s done p as a in ° through . 

trite whether in connection °: p ith your duti ,,s es eating surgeon You etrrie i 
any weapons ? 

. I did not . 

Noe its ftrence to the c' ditiar: of yew own horse, .=trite her or 
not you had been with the commove and wader its eerches an that exj edit t 

Yes, sir; . I left the Yelloefst xte =. ith the eo nd . Hy horse sae in good 
condition. I hod her°' work to hold him. 'he horses of the orssew nd I 

:ould eon ides it betty good condition. hey re high-spirite d 
wanted to run, sore of them. 

i e, you obse °ve then M;has cited end intin ; to run?re di 

A . After :s . . hey o received his order, end I observed it to the 

woods too, going do%n, -treem. 

.2 ,j . 7teno'e' deteanor end a fndoe t on the advance? end bey contest.-
ration yoo hod sit him. 
het 

A . <oin, down< into the bottn, he eead me if I didn't went ht cun . He heed 
e gun on the pommel of hie saddle, or ova* hie shoulder, I don't re- ber 
which. He asked me it I didn't went. it* end I told ' it% " :O. " 

you knot ah°r he asked you the t r ueeft i on? 
He had a pretty fiery 

I think it was in his way. Pie horse ees pretty fier ;r,fl oree, an y I thi
enj,it bothered him to manage his borne eon,. 'At ; un too. 

Describe the movements of thh oossrteifd at far -a you observed them after 
crossing the river, doer* to the fir e% pleat they nude any halt ? 

tee river I he a rd 'e.e j . te< o give he order : "'orwerdi " sfter ire cror ed 
end they went on doen to the aodx, or n short di4trneo from the °o :de. 

a s ; r ter lees I si;oul;: think, thatIt we bit two wile :=, or teo 
o it of s on a to;e ortrotor .we moved, end 

id you see pay hostile Inclines stile on the a>dvJ nee from t er ores ring 

down to the woods? 

. I tee vet, t *any ponies . A .hey see d to be dri k g
A. I saw a few Irnienn 

the ponies' diem the river . I didn't sae meaty Indinne . 
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as there any opposition ode to the advance b ;• the Indians in going aver 
that ground ? 

A. No, sir. 

c . Did the command go into action when it got down there? and describe thr t
 

action.
 


A . As seen se they plot to the woods they dismounted end formed skirmish lined , 
end went into yetian then. I we'° then right there whore I could see them. 
I wee right behind the skirmish line, a little ways from the woods . hen 
we got down timer the woods the command dinnssounted, sand the akirmieh lin e 
tan forme ., and the horses were led into the woods . I was looking, *round 
for my orderly, who had the bandages and madicinea . I thought they would 
be needed, and I ,use _ of n there watching the fight x few minute , an d 
then I led my horse don into the Fmmda . I hadn't been there het a few 
minutes before the even came in on cry right and on my left, end in a few 
minutes I hear :i th t a €:.en was shot, end I Ott and looked for him, end 
bile I *en looking for him I new `is f . ; eseo wills horse, ens: I herd him 

tell eeoeeone that he had to get out of here ; that ee het : r:.ot to eherge 
the Indi ne. He roe', out of the weds. 

Do you know of any other :pan than the one you hove described bein g, wounded? 

A . No , sir ; he was the only one 1 knows of . 

dhen you sew Maj . dmno ir; the timber, where lees you end what were you 
d -p int: ? 

A . + hen I first sew him, I wee lookinh for my orderly, end when I wee looking 
for him I knew Vie aeon was shot, end then I attended to him . 

t . -ascribe all you can in rerd to Chet commend leaving that And
 


describe how you got out of there yourself end Fmt to the *amend ?
 


A. Just at the t ir, e I heard the rn jor say we would have to get out of they , 
and we would hfi vs to cherr.e them, he moved on out, Line the man seem t o 
be dentine free, different directions. They hed a good deal of trouble in 
finding their horses - the soldiers 'i : - erd se so n es they d>un+ their 
horsey fed mounted they went on out . I wee there a few minutes with the 
wounded an and they were r.11 lei; vi - g, and I led my horse - there is a 
straight bank up there lour or five feet high - end *hen I got out the me n 
were all runnier and the Indians were rennin too, within a few yards o f 
where 1 was. There were d few Indians between the eemmeni ane one, end I 
went out ex ;acting to find the o ommand eh rging the lad iene, but instea d 
of the t I found th-- Indians charging the command . The> were all on the 
run . I. got on my horse end let him go as fast as be oeuld run, an :' ::. 
pissed some Indians ens= 1 got to the edge of the river, messy horse Jumpe d 
in and mossesd over with the it of them. 

6es that wounded in you spoke of teen out of the timber? 

No, sir. 

C . ;tete from why t you sew, 'whether there w ree coy In :iene opposing the rroagres :: 
of the commend to the river ; 1 mean in its front, as if thee intended 
cutting oft the command from the river . 

I couldn't see the heed of the odium . There »e good deal of duet , 
hallooing end eonfution . 

=, . 
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Q . Wham did you first notice of the officers on the bluffs to which th e 
command retreated eexeroieir any oemmend or authority and whet was he doing . 

A . I sew firet Lieut . Uatrnu*. He has his hat off, and he side "Tor sod' s 
sake, man, don't run . There are a good many erne -re and men killed and 
wounded, end re hove got to go beak and get them . " 

;; . Whore did you ass }aa j . Reno on the blur's, and what passed betesen you? 

A . I went ue to the ee jor :end said : "major, the men were pretty well demoralized 
weren't they?" and he replied : "Iwo, that rrs a chert e, air . " 

state whether the seam ed, when it got on the bluffs, was s eeemingls ; triume 
pliant or d emora l i wed ? 

A . They were demoralized . 

Q. AA the men and officers seem cheerful or the reveres ? 

A. They seemed to 'hark they had been whipped . 

After seeing ea j . keno th re and hewing thie eanvereetioae ° itl im, wha t 
did you do? 

A . a were talking a few minutes, and it wee but a few minutes, before I 
*am some troops coming . l the meantime, otter l gts up there, there were 
seven or eight or ten men wounded that fell eft* their horses, end I paid 
attention to there ; in s few moments I saw some troops coming, end th e 
men gave a shout : "Isere come; Qua:=t+er. f= 

ho was it? 

A . Col . isenteen and his bettaeliox . Upon the errivel of Col . eenteen th e 
commend felt pretty good. They thought they re going to have some help. 

.et hen you were on the hill did you hear any firing? state in that directio n
 

it eae :e from if you hsa7rd any .
 

A . -e hadn't been uw there were long bate-s I heard firing down the dtree m 
and a little to the left . I heard pretty sharp firj r down there for a few 
minutes, en,' then scattering shots. I supposed it vas Indie:ne firing 
heedless they had driven us off the bottom . 

. ere you or not accustomed to hearing ; firing?, 

A . I had been in several India e fights before that . I had heard soma firing , 
but not much.' It sounded like heavy, sharp firig, and than there were 
asee ttering shots, end then it got leas and Ilea. 

Whet were ;Tae doing at this time? That position 'core you in with your 
wounded? 

A. After Cols iienteen'a commend had joined Val . moo they emit further beak 
u.' the river, and thdre was a little holler where a had a hospital, an d 
I ruined there. 

-id you see an advance of any company a :=ooa after Col . ientsen Qeeme up, and 
where did it go? 

. air goin :.° dow .r mtreeee I don't k ow ehetheer any otter officerA. I saw Cat . 
him.was with him or not . I %tnk Lie ut. tdgely wee with 
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How fair down did you observe he sent ? 

A. I should think a quarter or a half a mile or soraethilike that, or 
further, perhaps * 

. khed you saw him go damn had the pack-train woe up? 

I think it ceree up about the time he was going back. That do my for" ssion. 
I em pretty sure Cit . . weir left before Lbs pack-train ooze up . I wouldn' t 
swear to it, but I so pretty positive of it . 

From the time G*pt . Bentsen cote up, o on and describe whet occurre d 
until night . 

1 . A fter we bud got very nicely into position, o the pack-tr&in ttwne up, 
the Indians cams book ttn fired into us pretty sharp- as sharp to it aoub 
be, gutty neur ail the tternoon, until about dark. I raze in the place 
where we last had the hospital . I sea not it or ar n 9 much. loom 
attending to the wounded brought jr there every little while. I had plenty 
to attend to; a td the firing kept up until after dark and then it ceased . 

abate whether or not you saw Mu, . Aeno exercising any commond during the 
aotion of the 25th of Funs, and stater whether . you tore in a position to 
have seen him if he hod boon a vet sing c nd . 

I didn't see him orlon* we got In position until night, and I was not i n 
position to see him u =lees . he tame doh to ah.'e I *us . 

did you tee him again at eny time during he day? 

A . I sao him otter dark, 

that time was that? 

atwhoro betwee . d and 10 o'clock . 

-:hat was be doing; them? 

A . He was talking with save officers . I don't ham, oho it oats . loos p siding 

by, and. I recognized his voice . 

How we4=> it on the 26th -1 th your woun o and in reegcrd to casual ties? Wa s 

the fire as severe as on the previous: dax? 

Y es, sir ; shout the son.. 

Blow lot did it Last , 

A . It lasted fro. daylight until co ee tine in the eltart n ; about 4 o'clock, 

I should think. 

,bete whether : ny wounded sore brought up out of the bottom gar not, when 
S . 

crossing the river. 

A . I don't think airy were brought up . There ware some hit there on, they hun g 
or to their horses, end they were the ruse that dropper off after they go d 

seven or sight of those.up on to the hill . here - weDS 

. You don't know whether they oars tit on the other side of the river or 

coming up, or where 
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A . No air, I , d cm't know where they *ors hit . I know there were same wounded 
left in the bottom. I saw them there. I saw one. 

es tate whether you saw Maj . Reno ezeraieiaaeg the functions of a commandin g
officer on that day, 

I don't remember to bete seen him at . all that day until after the firing
ceased . 

L tnte That officer you saw, if any, exercising or apparently exere is in g
acts of command on the ?5th end 26th of June. If each rarer the case state 
where . 

A . I sew (-al . 3snteer . He acme down several times to Where I was . He cams 
doers and ordered several mon out that were skulking among the horses, sad 
he os a down and asked something about the wounded. Jn the afternoon o f 
the next day I sae hie¢ to or three timer . I remember to have been him 
twice and he any have been there oftener . 

'ho did you think was is *Owl command, sal shy did you so think? 

I knew ,mot . Belo was %he ranking officer, but I thought t`,Kt„4o1 . 3enteen 
was the actual commanding officer. That was y impression. 

C . Why did you think that? 

iieosnse I saw more of him . He cams doom th¢rs and mars orders to thos e 
awns 

Q. Had you that impression at that time? 

A . Tee, sir, I had . 

-ts.te where it was that you last sae Hen . tuetor's column or any portion 
of his column. I moan by his column the troops that wer ei th hint afte r 
Col. lam pulled out and rtFarted ahead . 

A'. I didn't see him after nt. aef:o received this order . 'I jus=t looked erand 
to may right and saw aim . ouster and h i a commend and we stated right on 
and I didn't look around after that to see his at all. . 

G . Awn this order was given by the adjutant did you notice anything in th e 
demeanor of ';:ej . Deno, end Flint. just whet it was and hoa it impressed 
you at the time? 

M for eno ob,'. acted to the question unless the statement of the witnes s 

refers to acme 'word or Oct of i .:e jor kleno's at the time. 

:of 
The recorder replied that a Doctor often judges/'' person's oondition b y 

his airwaves, and I salt the question with that view. 

The court, without being cleared, sustained the objectioi of Major Reno . 

f'. . •tats how you knee the time of day !Ja j . Reno received his order. 

A. I • just guess at it - I ill not look at my Satoh. 

G . xrora the time the command west ahead as you hare testified, ho :< long did 
it take to resoh the eaossing. 
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I judge 10 or 15 minutes. 

Q, Row long were they is grossing. 

A, In grossing and forming probably 5 or tot minutes more . 

c. . After the eoemand got across the river slam: formed as you have stated ho w 
long did it take to get to the pleas it halted . 

A, I judge 15 or 20 minutes. 

Q, flow tar were the Indians away at the time the command was halted an d 
deployed as skirmishers. 

A, I judge they were 800 or 900 yards : it wee pretty hard to reach then, . 
with the s at the time. 

w ith r-'fearenee to that particular time Dnd place, when did the firing 
begin - was it before then, at that tihe or immediately attar . 

A . I don't r,m►euber any firing until about the time the men were dismounting. 
A few shots were then fired : the Indians were riding back and forth an! 
*round and ocmein ; closer and *loser and firing more rapidly. 

are the Indians, advetno iug, halting or retreating when }meow s 
command halted, or what ware they doing if you know . 

A, They seemed to be riding book and forth . 1'robably they w->re amine closer 
but n at perceptibly. They were riding back and forth in squads . 

dtcte what view you had if any of the 'Magda and _ive an estimate of th e 
**saber of lodges and what was the ef"eative fi rhting farad, ear estimated 
by you at the time or what you saw after . 

A . I did not see the village at all till I went into the woods. There was 
a little opening there through which I , saw thy: villa co . I thought there 
were about 1.000 lodges may be more or less . 

Row far sway was the bulk of th:a village and the neereat tepee .ci . 

1 judge the nearest Weaves a quarter of a mile and the village extern` e d 
down over a mils . 

Q.,	 	 About how rnney Indians engaged or oonfranted j. teno's command when it . 
halted and dec toyed, and state your mane of knowing. 

A, There might have been 50, and they kept coming after he feed the 
skirmish line and I judge there w're 75 or 100 Indiana fighting him there . 
There were a good mammy dome the river to all appearances, Dom=. I amid not 
sea how many. 

adjourned to meet at 11 o'clock A .M.The court then at f o'clock d .M. 

to-morrow, Friday, Jan . 24, 1898. 
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2).oresthDer' 

Chicago, Illinois, 
Friday, `any. P4, 18P9 , 

11 o'clock A . It. 

The court met pursues% to ad3 orarr t . 

Col . soma , H . ling, 9th Tnfontry 

Cod. . = ers:ley Merritt , 

Lt .Col. Y. 

Recorder 

let Lieut. see M. Loa, ,AdJt .9th Infantry. 

Major eau >"rnd hie counsel were also present ., 

The proceedite of the last session were read and e9►roved . 

The examination of Lr . Porter was continued by the t rder, as follows : 

C. Lessribs as near ae you can the timber from which Mo!or oono'o command 
retreated with respect to the river, the plain and the location of the 
hostile village. 

A . I did not rotisae it srticularly. there I 'went iaatot the woods there was a 
kind of bend, with this cut bluff, and below there a Pratt!, heavy under -
growth and so heavy cottonwood trees . ' • t the right of them was a little 
opening., between there and the village where I first saw the village . 
That bottom came down almost level with a few wad-auto on the rid e 
between the river and the woods . 

;. o you moan where the trees were #rowin - was on a level with the bottom . 

A, No, they are lower ; there was a out bank 3 or 4 feet high to the level . 

a. How for was it to the river aerols there . 

A . The nearest mint I thi k was severe hundred yards . I did not see the 
river ; I sew . the bluffs beyond . 

; . I mean the nearest point of the river from the right of the skirmish line .r 

A . I think it was yards; may be not over 200 or 300 . I did not notice 
much. 

Q. From whet you ono then or afterwards, give a description of that pertte :a-
lerr body of timber. That is, *bother it wee a separate bunch of timbe r 
or one a continuous stretch of timber, or whether the timber dropped in sa d 
out at the bends, going tram one side of the river to the other. 

aeeA . I guess it dropped in and out ; it was not continuous . There were som 
river Above and below, and there were sometrees along the barks of the

bonds full of trees*places in th e 

How was it where U. J. neno'e command was? was it in a bend . 

A . It vas a bend . 
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Q. Was it full of trees er sparse . 

A. In sass places sparse ; in score places full . 

Q. state if you can, how newer Maj. Reno's command was at any time the in 
that timber to this hostile village . I don't an to the nearest teepee ,
but to the main village . 

A . I would say about a mile from the main village. It might be more, but 
that is my impression from the glance I got of it in the woods . 

Q. State whether there were any trumpet or bugle calls, in Ma j . Reno's command 
from the time it left teen. Gueter's column till it reached these woods . 

A . I beard none . 

`mere there any sounded there or upon leaving there , 

A. I heard none. 

Q. If there had been the usuel bugle or trumpet calls sounded would you have 
heard them. 

A . Yes sir, I think I should . 

Q. Ltate how you knew the commit was leaving the woods . 

A. I heard Maj. Reno say we have got to get out of here - we have got t o 
charge them", and I saw him .etting out of the timber in the direction we 
came in, the men were looking for their horses and mounting and I followed 
thane out . 

C . as it immediately after you heard him sey we have to get out", or were 
there some time intervening . 

A . It we ri(ht at that time almost . 

, . Up to that time how many men had been hit to your knowledge . 

A. Only one man that I know of . 

Q. Describe his wound whether Aortal or whether you had time to examine . 

A . I had just unbuttoned his blouse and saw that he was wounded in the lef t 
breast . He was able to talk. 

Did you see him after that . 

A . No sir . 

c . :state as particularly as you o.n when y :eu left the woods what you saw i n 
regard to the Indians and the troops . I wont to get all the details that 
you took in at that glens as you o gee out of the woods . 

A. I led my horse out at the ambe place I went down, saw Indians canning by , 
and saw the command running . I had pretty hard work to mount my horse , 

but finally got on him. There war same Indians between the commend an d 
myself, and gt,ite a rood many to the ri °ht, running and firing into the 

troops . I let my horse out end passed some Indians and quite a number o f 
the men, got to the river, jumped in aid crossed -ith the rest . when I 
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got to the river 1 found that there were a doses moralrymen ir the river 
and sous Indians on the right bunk, mounted, firing at those *roaming. 

When you coo. out and sow that ewtr ditioea of affairs, did you aee an y 
officer there attempting to do anything to cover the retreat or check th e 
Indians from riding down the column . If so describe that effort . 

A. I saw nothing of the kind. I could not ass the bead of the column . 
don't remember seeing an o"fisor till I got acrdeaeat the river . 

In what order was the rear of the column whfbr. you were. 

In n> order at all . var,' Non seemed to be running an his owe hooks 

mom the time the command baited and deployed as skiroiehers in the woods, 
how long was it till it left the woods as you hove described . 

A. I judge it was 15 or 20 minutes . 

Might it hove been longer or less. 

A . It might have been a little longer. 

, ithin wheat limit would you put it with certainty . 

A . I could not fix any time . I em pretty o itive . it wo g s not over oO minutes . 
It did not case to me to be over 5 or 10 minutes, but I put the limit a t 
20 minutes ead yet I might be mistaken in that, and it might be longer. 

How far was it ft. = that woods to he oro p ing an that retreat . 

A . I should say between: half mile sod a oils. 

-o you know how long it took tae common d to reseh that point e''ter leaving 
the woods. 

A. I don't knot' ''ooa long the command rams ; I don't think it *as over
 


minutes .
 


e deecriati°a of that eroo ; 3.ng as far as you observed it at the time 
Groom it after, as to the height of the banks an either olds and th e 
depth of the dater, and describe bow this eommaend got over. 

The stream where I eroa-od woe 40 or 50 feet wide . As water was almos t 
up to a horse's) bad - it came to the 'toddle poekets . The book an the 

side we rnn .from, was 4 or 5 feet high, a straight cot bank, and on the 
other side about the sere. fter some of the horses had gone down the 
bank and cave: it in it mode a pretty good orosstn . I crossed a littl s 
to the left, where it was a straight cut bank . 

C, . escribe h}=t you saw of how the command t over: if any halt was mad e
 


at the river.
 


'Iban I got there everybody was rushing in trying to get warden as fast a s 
they could : the Indians were firing into them. :very oan **Good to be 
looking out for himself, trying to €;et eoro .r•s as soon as possible s 

tate if you know how long it was from the time Major Reno's commend lef t 
Custer on the right bank of the s trea a 'hero the orderthe command of den.
 


was iven till =major eno's end 'dnpt . entesn's forces were united on th e
 


'hill.
 


1, p.192 

L 



���

say *bout an hour .A . w 

Bow loag altar their forces per, united t 

It might hews boen a half hour or en hour . I don't remember. 

ate your oeinio , if you hew* any, in resew t to the viaduct at Majo r 
sn ► at that timbers whether it was that of an Of :"leer manifesting 

courage, eoolnsee, and a tfiotemey, ouch ens weld tend to inspire his me n 
with confidence and "eer1eseress, or the reveres . tate your opinion 
fully, and the facts upon which it is based . 

Major Reno objected to this question because 

shown to he sompeteent to tio an A tter. 

The Reeorder replied . Hie answer will he only a Netter of opinion and 

will be entitled to such weight an the a rt t'ea it. 

Thten, rithout clearing the oourt tae objection at Major Reno was over-

ruled . 

I saw nothing in his conduct particularly heroic or nrtirulnrly the r yre rse . 
I think he wee some little .aberressed and flurried . he bullets were 
comic in pretty fast, and I think he did not know whether it s b eat to 
stay there or leave. het was sty inpreeeuion et the time. 

usetione by Major Kolb . 

here were you when Gen . ueter Ave the order to ,j . }teno to cross the 

river. 

A. when the order the mod eas received, I ens at a , or Fe!to'er side . 

eh re was Major 4wo . 

i, ht in the vietnity of the teepee : that had the dead Indiana i n 

:',, was to mounted or di anted . 

A. Mount d. 

ho was with hint . 

A . I don't remseber. 

C. as any person with him . 

He we at the heed of his conmond, and there wars officers in his •Mai` ity. 
I think Lieut . ?Bases was with him: I don't know. 

Bea Lieut. ';~arlieoe the . 

A, I don't know . 

. oteld you have seen him it he had been t Mere. 

A. I don't know. 
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What did Maj. Ae a el to the Adjutant after the order aetf delivered . 

A . He asked if tier, . Caster wets *outing on - if he rs a. ld support him. 

Row close were you to Vii . hallo whom he made that remark to the Adjutant . 

A. Within hearing distant's *
 


q, Hoe close was the Adjutant to jcer eno at that time.
 


.	 CIO speak to him.
 


to were the officers that were with t o to him.
 


. I d 

ere they within h	 . 

I don't remember any officers the t ire there. 9e
 


been there: I don't ham: I don't remember.
 


You don't remember that Lieut. i.aliecs was there .
 


No sir.
 


}#fit redly did the d ju

• 

A . ' t the (ezte l would eopport him. 

Then what did the
 


fle rode hack.
 


het did o a or 'Reno doe
 


A. Rode o n to the massing with his comas 

At what pert of the colunt. 

t the heed of the column.
 

} , Who +ass with him.
 

I we. with him and Lieut . Fieadg,eon oas with him.
 

Any one elec .
 

I dom't re or any one else.
 

`=tsllr c .Yvu were with him end did not nee Lt .
 


. No sir.
 


j . 1-two at the head of the column. ' 

=fight & long within *peaking dishnce of him. 

If Lieut. Valises had been with him during that mile rids would you hav e 

seen his. 

*Mt distance did you ride tram 

have been then and I saw him end no tI might or I might not, 
remember it . 

p.194 



Where was Lieut . Hodgson. 

A. Within speaking distanee. 


C . On W L Oh aide of Ma j . Reno. 


A. I don't know.
 


< . . Maj . deno worried Idiot kind of a gun.
 


A . I thi k it was a carbine, I are :tot aura. 

The same as the cavalrymen carried . 

A. I don't know.
 


Q, +yid it not resemble very :aeh these that the aevalrymer, retrried .
 


A. I don't reme er the gun particularly .
 


4. Had he been carrying a gun on any other day than the 85th of yur :s.
 


A, I don't know.
 


:° . Bed you ease him befor .
 


A0 Tea air, ovary dry.
 


You did not notice whether he had Berried a gun before . 

A . I don't re sembe+r whether . he had carried a gun or not. 

Had he been harrying a gun do you suppose he ranted to get rid of it just 
whoa it ec going to be of some use . 

A. I know he offered it to me . 

- that .Aere was 

A . Between the river and the woof a . 

Q.	 	 A fter you crossed over . 

A . Yes sir. 

here do you fix it . 

A . About half ` ay down the line to the woods . 

C. Did you Melt on either batik of the stream before you erosaod it on going 
darn to the timber . 

A . i halted or the opposite baai ..k a few minutes. 

"id you halt on the bank on the right 4ide of the treas . 

A . I don't re€aaraber eh their I did or not. ae might have halted a soeond or 
two and then eroesed Over. 

*.	 	 Where were you with reapeat to Maj . IZer:o when you swept around that knol l 
on the right bank of the a tree. 
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A. I was class to him.
 


€ . How dose.
 


A, >i thin speekin distan
 


,het conversation did b _ tea►en o»e else i 
that vicinity. 

I did not hear any. 

If there had been an y 

might have beard i 

notice any one speekin him. 

Id 

. Mr* airs he apoke to Reno bank, is th€c' a fact . 

A, I don't know, Re might have been right with h : not notice 
his. At any rats I d ra't remember it now . 

cross the stream with Loa j . ono* 

At the same time. 

You halted side in the tier* 

A. Yes sir . 

. ghat did b :g t tbet point. 

Stop sd and formed they c d into line, c rgec on up through the valley . 
That is all I know of* 

How aloes were you to , . o during, that time . 

ithin speaking distance of bin .
 


es his horse standing still.
 


I don't know. 

eno standing stil # or movine, shout .
 


tike standing still and sometimes moving shout*
A, am* 

en he moved did you follow him* 

with him up the valley - in his vicinity call the time & 

Did you see him send any an be in the direetioP ice ca a from . 

sent so .n beck and I not knowA . I don't rameaber that. He night have 
it.
 


. When he started in what posit on was he in aspect to the column .
 


At the heed . 

N
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Q. I ma spanking of the period of time between the stream and the timber. 

A. At the head of the eolmaa at that time. 

4, ibere were you . 

A . ith him. 

Q. But clone. 

A, 0 ithin speaking distance. 

G, How lung did you c oat inue with him in that position . 

A . we got near the woods . 

Where did you leave him. 

A . About as they were dismounting. 

Q, where did they dismount . 

A. Near the edge of the woods . 

Near the point °C* on the map. 

A . Yes sir. 

Q . At what point did you leave him,. 

A . but the time they ware dismounting . 

whore. 

A. A little ways from the, woods . 

Q . At the point Girard fixed? 

A. Yes air, about there. I was with the command till they dismounted . There 
were a few shots firs:, and I was looking for orderly. The horses had 
been taken into the doota and 1 rode out add met + izerd and the others , 
was therm a minute or two and rode beak into the woods and was there al l 
the Ora. 

Q. On which side of the line did y m ride as you went from the ford to th e 
timber' 

A. l think I was to the left of MAJ . ',enc. 

Q . 4here was he . 

A . He was leaning the column - eb ' ;:t in the center. 

: . Row far were you from him. 

A . Within - speeking distance. 

: . who ways with his. 

A. Lieut . Hodgson. 

,. Who aloe. . 

Volt -1, pelt, 1 

4 



�

were

A. I don't remember any otae aloe . 

i~. tiew rapidly did you ride up to the point you halted . 

A. &omotim es loping, sometimes trotting - gaigg fast . 

Where did you first oeatah sight of the village. 

After' went down in the woods. 

q. Oh re did you onteth sight of the Indian ponies . 

tier I crossed the river. 

Q. At what point. 

£buut half way down I think we saw some of three:. 'to saw a duet,but were 
soon satisfied that it woo Indians driving their ponies. 

q, for,, there many or few ponies . 

A good many. 

+ Did you see many Indians at that tine .
 


Mot very many.
 


C. was there much dust. 

A, one, 

c. Much or little. 

A, ;uito a good deal. 

Wee it not thick.
 


.e11, yes, so thick at first we o old hardly tell wheat wee moving.
 


Q . Where were you obi* to tell for the first time that the dint wa s 
occ5513n0d by driving ponies. 

A . tiy after we crossed the river a minute or too or too or throe minute* . 

; . . flow for into that cloud of dust could ruse*. 

A. We could see* the duet rising end tee the ponies on the gt'oimd . I don' t 
know hot far we could see into it. 

Midi cations of tho Indians coating to meet`hen whet +3lrwerd thought
 


Maj. Bono was only the movement of probes being driven by Indians .
 


het I have reference to was the pontes I sew .A . I don't know. ; w 

Girard says before he crossed the ford he sew Indians caning out to mee t 

)M1. Reno, end he thought it ' necessary to send work bask to non. Custer 

of that foot. You were Wrestled not by the Indiana wing ups, but by 

the motion of the ponies. Is that the way. 
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The first I saw wee as few Indiana treading the ponies - gathering them up . 

That was all. 

. a► dire 

Q. You did not see the signs G irard speaks advancing . Indians .
 


I saw acne eoelii g up : I though
 
 a running sway .
 


+6ti21 that .,co ,
 


Y, air.
 


`hat number of pinion do y * think
 was 
in motion* 

A . 1 should say 1000 . That is a mare resew. 

Row late after you now the posit* did y caatch sigbt of the village. 

Not till I went into the to 

Row long was it in point of time. 

It wei a few minutes » I would sr y 10 or I3 minutes . 

You saw the tiling a and esti e%ed it at about 1000 lodes. 

Yea air. 

Q. That ran s after the ponies had been driven hock and forth . 

R .. They had not bean driven back anf. forth that I know of . Ihehey been 
driving them down tha valley. 

Lieut. ; :leas testified that they appeared to be driven ti=e . back and 
forth purposely raising a cloud of duvet. Would not that be Indian taatiet o 

A . I. don't know* 

You knew the Indian custom . 

I. had been it ar few Indian fig so 

.Mee wrong when he said they were trying to raise a Must ,Fare Lieut 
't know. 

After you reached that point Girard has fixed how lei till you went into 
the timber . 

. few minutes . 

, . -hare aeee M j . eeana at th=<t time . 

I did not see him. I suppose be was up commanding the skirmish 1ne . 

They had opened fire than. 


For long, after that did you ate him* 
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A . I sew his in the 'roods just beforo he said we had to get out of there . 

Roo long before you left the timber was that period of time you saw him
lost. 

A. to wont right out in a fee minut€s . H. was on his way then I think. 

Co, Do you know whet 9 . =;ono bad boon doing in the meantime . 

No sir. 

Lo you know about his being over towards the river with a part of Co . 
''Or" to dislodge some Indians . 

/ No sir. I did not see him, and did n a4 know where he *as. 

.	 All you saw of t j, ieno after deploying the skirmish line was whet you
 
seer a teem minutes before going out .
 

J . That was all .
 


" . ?hot is all on . which you bass your opinion of his conduot .
 


A . Yes sir. 

ow long did you see hint at the time you *peak of.
 


Just a minute or two : just as he was getting ready to go out .
 


sate he mounted .
 


, . Ho was. 

. -hat did he do after making that rem*. 

t, Ho was riding book and forth once or twice : 1 heard him make the remark 
we have got to et out of her , • ire have got to charge them, mnd then he 
rode off towards the blu•.rts, in the directioe we cocoa in . 

In which direction.
 


Up stem' • out on the prairie.
 


here did you next see him. 

A . Across the river. 

C . Not before. 

A . No sir. 

;id he not halt on the edge ofthe timbor with Capt . Moylem? Did you see 

that. 

A . ho sir. 

Did you. came out at the ?pot rhere Copt . Moylan and Ma j. Ron* were halted 

at the edge of the titter just as the column moved out . 

A. No sir. 
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Q . Did you not came out and see Maj . Reno end Cat. Moylen together before 
the heed of the column mowed out . 

A . Not that I remember . 

Q. Are you 'aocur: to in your reoollaotion . 

A . I amt testifying to the but of my belief and memory . 

:, Hoof long after the aommaad started fmn the timber di d You start. 

A. A tow minutes. 

Q . There did you overtn ke it. 

A. I passed some of them. I rode to the river and went thrcrlgh with some o f 
them across the riser and went up on the hill with some of them. 

c . yid you reach the ford by the time the heed of the column reached it. 

A, No sir, after. 

G.. Now much after . 

A . A few minutes. I reached the ford just as the last were going in . 

here was Maj . rsno when you spoke to his next . 

A. On the other side od the hill. 

On the top. 

A . lea air.
 


Cl. W ith ►am wes he .
 


A . There wore officers around . I don't reamer who. 

. Can you name one . 

A . Lieut. Varnum was there within speaking diet' nce, and there might have 
been others, I don't know.
 


You spoke of a remark Lieut . Varnum made in regard tolerating the wounded
 


men. rim ass it he made that end where.
 


_e . Up on tho hill, after we emoted .
 


How long lifter .
 


A . I don't think all the men had crossed yet. Nome were coming up the hill 

yet. 

C . meta it on top of the hill. 

A . Not right on top - between the river end the top .
 


You had not reached v,hn emit.
 


A. 1 think not: it was right in that vicinity. 
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To which wounded men did Lt . arour reef
 


I don't Wow. Be referred to roll the wormed .
 


, don' t you know he did not refer to the wounded men in the timber .
 


No, I don't km* that. I supposed he referred to all the wounded o f
 

the battalion.
 


. Was that remark of Lieut . Ynrnum's ride before the column under Copt .
 

ante en came up .
 


Yes sir.
 


Q . Before it was visible to thee •command . 

I don't think we bad aeon it yet . 

In point of feet vas not the refer; of Lieut . Ysrmam made after the column 
under Copt. Bentsen was in eight, and made to prevent the en from moving 
in the direction ' that colmn . 

, No sir. I don't think Ce fit. 3entsen's cog ins in eight. The tendency 
of the men after they or need was to keep on runnier and Lieut . Yarn 
tried to halt them. 

, id not Lieut. Vern .'e r rk apply to the wounded rian on the hill, end
 


not to the men in the timber .
 


A, I don't know. I thought it applied to all. Be said M7or God's oaks men , 
don't run, we have got to go beck end get our wounded men and officers . " 

sRid nothing about , over the ricer.
 


. I think not . 'Re said "GO badk
 


Q . You thi k the rerk would not apply to the mere on the hill-top, but to 
those across the river . 

I supposed it applied to tr ..e men . left beck. 

. After you got on the hill-top there were several waded :vixen to claim you r 

core. 

A . Yee air. 

of them?Row long were you in taking care 

very :Port time. =+e .en or 8 fell of'" their horses ; someI don't know e 
were wounded badly, and some not so serious. I hnndageed them up prett y 

quick. 

movements end behavior of Maj. iero during
Q . Did you have time to observe th .

that time.
 


file attending to the Rounded I did not notice him.A .
 


Might he not than hovebeen riving directions without your ksaae wtzt • i t .
Q . 

&, He might . 
202 
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Q. Did you ass or hear him and Lieut . Aare beck to hurry up the paek train. 

No sir. 

Q, b id you see him send Lieut . Hare with er or4er to :;apt. bier to move down 
the river. 

No sir. 

. You speak of not seeing him on the ni€?ht of the 25th except on one occasion . 
Where were you . 

A . I was attending the wounded men in a hospital we bed . 

Q. How often did you see him, if at all, on the night of the 25th . 

A. I think I saw him that evening once . 

No mor than once . 

A . That is all I remember : I might have seen him more . 

C . You were attending to the wounded in hospital . 

A . Yes sir. 

Do you remember seeing Maj . hero several times at the hospital . 

A . I don't remember his coating at all. 

. . Are you sure he did not . 

A . No air. 

C,. here were you when Capt. > ier moved in t ;:e direction of "5" . 

I was right there in the vicinity, I don't know where . I r ent into a . 
ravine to see Dr . DeWolf, and get his pocket-book and some things he ho d 
on his person . He was killed there . I was there a few minutes. I 
think Capt . Wier was movie,:; out then or coming back : I don't remember 
much 'about it . 

c. =id you see the point which the company of Capt . Wier reached . 

A . I don't know whether I saw him at th" farthest point or not . y opinion 
is he went out half a mile or a mile . 

C, . re you sure he did not go farther . 

A . No. He mi .ht have gone P or 3 miles. 

. ''ere you always so cool during that engagement that you could observe':. 
matters that were being done on all sides . 

A . I don't suppose I could tee in everything . 

sere you (tool during' the entire fight in the timber. 

. little excited - most all were.A . I was moderately cool. I expect I wac a 
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Vol. 1, p.203 



run

��

Were you not so omitted that you could oat see on d pray erl.y estimate 
many thi o e that were being done . 

A. I don't think my judgment woo very on& out of the way . I was not so 
flurried os that. 

id you over soy you were so Fright ene~d or badly seared tho t you d id no t 
see a groat many things . 

. I have said when I was on the I was frightened. I to and I was 
*Ions I let '' horse go, s I was frightened . 

Q.. Lid you ever say you were frightened during any other part of theet two 
day's battle. 

I think I hove : I know I was . 

Have you not said you were so bad y frightened you rare unexhlo to see m s 
things. 

A. I don't know that I have . 

Wave you not used w+ a t r r' :r)ut the some mooning:. 

A . I don't know th' t I have. I have etlwayr. aai{5 I was frightened . 

Wave you mode a mrmark to Lisuti Maguire in subatnnce like the question I 
have asked you ; about being so badly soared or frightened that you di d 
not attend very much to shot ma f:oin° on around you. 

A . I perlus said I sea patty buff' frightened going out of the woods t o 
the river. 

Do you k ow Whether you,did or not. 

A. I do not. I know I timid so to many persons in tclkior about it . 

,, one that the only point at which roomed to being frightened . 

A . No air. I was probably some frightened on thee hill . 

.. . 'fore you, not being a military° moo, to badly frightened at points durin g 
those different a gementa that you did not fully observe what was bein g 
done by 1aj . Deno end many other off leers . 

A . I»o sir : I observed everything that woo oiog ape that come unde4y *boom, 
tion. 

; . You do not think your jusigmeut was obscured by your fears in respect t o 
those watt era. 

A . Wei sir, I don't think it woo. 

'hers oeo Capt . 4oylon when tt a co no ZIc!Yed hook from the timber to theti . 

river.
 


I don't know: I don't re t bar having seen him.
 


ycn vs r ttootion to .
rihsre was the woke d 
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In the 'code, a little ways from the edge .
 


In whet direction .
 


'overdo th village • down stre a little.
 


ehsa wee he.
 


I don't blow.
 


e ire you with him.
 


A fee minutes .
 


hid you find him or we relied to hiss.
 


A. My attention was celled to h 

S. ere were y i with respect to the err tended hen when you heard major *n o 
y heeats oing to get oat of the timber . 

I was right veer him . y attention was celled to him z t the time ; he 
was Lu that vicinity. 

.. Bow loft wee it of ter you entered the timber. 

',,ere you irz t e of the column when you eterted eros :e t . 

A. `fee sir. They eer eil leaving the was end I thorurht I pane about 
last one, but there may ve bee moth that I did riot see . 

. How eh of the eolum had crossed the river Shen you reached it . 

A . I don't know : part W. 

Much r little . 

A . I don't knows woe were caroms enc. apse per behind. ~•o oe:,e seren e 
I did . 

as the greeter pert uero}s before you got to the river . 

I don't know whether it wee or not . 

It y u had to relict c eroeiing for in view rill the` 
eireumstenees urg er e:ich se were placed, could you have ruind a bette r'u 

place thhn that et which the commend did cross . 

•	 It wee a good eroseing.
 


e it not the very beet teat could be found under the circuhoteuces .
 


I guess it was the best in that vicinity. 

place between where th column 

. 

'het nurser of Indiens, if any, do You 
*reseed €oiug to the ti4ber end the column itself on its way herb to th e 

river. 

They were mixed up with the troops te the right and rear eo the % I c n' t 

tell. I thick there were two or tie hundred .

205 



��������

Are you accurate in your eetitate of the aver 0 .1 d i ns in front of 
the szciraioh line at the time it was deployed. 

A . N' sir, it is on opinion : it mooned about that many. 

a you eCeuretely fix the number of Ind i na in foout of tho co m nd tit the 
iota it went in the titer. 

. I don't accurately fix them at may time . 

4>hst to your best jud nt of the n or of Indians in front of the a oo d 
about the time it prepared to leeve the timber. 

I don't know I. did of se< then. 

Have you any judpomnt to give about that . 

A . No sir. I supp. se Indians fighting them erne out around thou* me n 
they came out . I should say there were 200 or 303 fighting then then I . 
C Jilt . 

.:o y)u remember the 1*gth of time the h rsee had been in aotic~n frog tha 
.,time they etbrted cn that 0000dit .ons y from the ►d of Juno, till you
 


erorood that fem .
 


I k oa pretty near how molly e each day.
 


Have you heard the tntemta of €rti°r e►itresses on tat sub .
 


A . I expect have* 

recollection ree 4th theirs. 

A . Yes air, about the some. 

About that is the total . 

A. I should say about 100 ones* 

Was the o ractor of the sour ry ova or ro ' . 
Up the Rosebud it weep in tho 'alloy a }_ood last of the way; oe went over 
$ .r :ugb ground . 

Q . = thgrazing good or had.y es 

A. tretty fe fir . 

k : . .or the entire commend, or east ; ur-own horse „ 

'I would tr: ke him out soes dirt : onceA . I vas looking out for my o horse. 
to got good zing. 

a your horse thin tho 'orses of theYou had totter opaortunitioo tog 
column. 

Yee sir. I looked mitt for him my If and others did not perha ;4o 

Q. Do you know whether immediately beef's r'e tbat commend started oo U *t srpedi-

tics Major faro had sip companies 1 the 7th Cavalry on a scout up the 
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A . Yea air, I was with him on that trip . 

ltaw long did it last « 

I don't reratambor a s ,orr«e i , ds ys.
 


Naw long oiler he returned till the c nd started an this expedition .
 


A. I don't rem+ abe that . 

des it Tore than a days. 

A. 4 impression is it was a day or two : I can ' t tell. a cm*. in and lay 
in cent a short times . 

Q . hose horses you think were fresh. 

A . I think they were in good condition for cave lry hors's . I have aeon times 
when horses would ploy out in a dey or two, Those Tare in pretty goo d 
order. 

etions by the Recorder. 

. You have staid is your m a nine tioo by a:a1 . t ono something about c}u rge 
down stream deserib, what that was . 

=:0 were riding down there to meet the Indians : he was not chew.r ing any 
body in particular m:ra than we were riding town the Indians, expoetidg 
to eherge them. 

;. eo yon., aeon no charge or that the =ern w are riding fast . 

A. They Borer riding down to neat the Indiana . 

Q. At the time the come was halted, was it opposed at that instant by any 
foroe of Indians. 

A. No sin a few shots were fired 3uat then+
 


a,. aid you see soy Indians in the titser where Ha j . Reno a se command nes placed .
 


A. No sir. 

se there any firing in the timber? f htt I aeon is woo there any firing 
as if from some one in the timber* 

it seemed to eana from outside of the tuber . 

tnte if Ma j. Reno saw that wounded,n then a in the timbers 

et know whether he did or not e 

Ca+ ere you attending to the wounded ran or not when lief . Reno spoke to you. 


 not speak to :ae. I heard hire . meke thewas just arepering to * lie did .

remark.
 


tote from any sub•' 
(k . ..-tote whether or not any a:en were left in the woods . 


sequent facts that came to your knowledge . I mean live man - scuts or 
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A. I did not know it at the time . I did not suppose there were any. 

You have stated that you were under a certain amount of excitement there 
and in the woods . ::tote what 000asioaa' that exoi! ement . 

A . 1 was not particularly excited till I come out of the woods and ono th :t 
1 was in a pretty bad fix. I did not want to co book r'nd there were 
Indians between me and the ocrnand, and mooed to be driving the troops , 
and I did not know where they were going. Things looked 'scary, and I woo 
frightened, and I put spurs to my horse and lot him go, and Tads pretty
good time. 

'id you see the Intl iar oiling* Novo away on the 26th . wee your attention 
attracted to it, if so by whoat. 

A . Yes sir, about 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the P6th the firing ceased 
altogether. Before that it had got less and loss . short tins arer it 
ceased I could see the Indiana cool away. 

Q. oesoribe that movement - the lennth and width of the cooing Indians, th e 
length of time it was passing,, and state from any !hots your eatis >t o f 
the number or Ind iar s . in the moving column. 

A . Thera was a l rge body of Indscne and ponies . It seemed to be a ails or 
two ion. I judge there were two or throe thousand, may be four or five 
thousand Indians, men, woolen and children. 

. mtd the whole cep move out at that tine . 

A . lee sir, I believe it did . 

C . U wide did that mooing :ass seem to be . 

A . They otretahed out from 4 or 5 wide to probably a sixteenth or s ti mrte r 
of a mile or wider. 

Q. New far was it away when y .lu saw it . 

R. Two or three miles I judge. 

Oueatsota by :La jor moot:. 

4. Ar'e you nocuetomed to estiffi ttri the amber of roan in a body. 

A. No sir . Thot estimate is rj opiniot . - roost, work. 

C . bbmt wf`re the figures you r VI as repreeentin4: the number of persot s 
moving out . 

or there might have been 9 or 8 thousand .A . I said several thousand - 5 or 80 

at, If there wear reveal thousand what number of fighting men would ther e 
hove been. 

A. I don't kr:owt I understood a book represents about b persons . 

C . Then sever l thousand would repo sent -bout 300 bucks - thrt would not b e 

)fiery formidable array . 

A . 'They proved pretty formidable to us . 
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; . Bow far esre they awry when moving out . 

2 or 3 miles . 

c;, e id you retort to Maj . Reno the wounded left in the woods . 

A, I don't think I did , 

Ursa it not your duty to do so . 

A . I don't know Chet it was. I think he knew it es well as I did . If it 
who y duty I neglected it . 

Are you sure he sew that man . 

A . No air. but everybody knee there were affieern end en killed durin g
thet stampede . *sinew it is well as I did . 

The witness then retired.
 


Capt . 1 . Moylen, ?th env . a witncue called by the ,
aeor er, and being
first my sworn, to to T ify the truth, the whole truth and nothi but the 
truth, testified as follows : 

k uesetione by the Recorder . 

. . =Mite y:aur name, rank, regiment and where serving? 

My nab its M. Moylnn. I asst co thin in The 7th eavelry, and sF stationed a t 
Fort A . Lincoln, department of Dakota . 

.bat :duty were you on, on the 25th and ^6th of June 1876, where and with 
whet commend ? 

A . I was in commend of o, any ,, 7th cavalry, which constituted a portion o f 
the c ;rind under i.en . t<uatsr • n the 25th end 22th of June, 1876 . I wa s 
serving in the department of Dakota, in the vicinity f the Ye1lovet,on e 
ens the Little Big Horn rivers . 

. Of what trans did Gen. Ouster's coems of o ems'st on the morale of June h,3? 

A . The twelve oampeai#s od the 7th revelry . 

. Keno serving et that time with the command? 

A. He wan eajar of the 7th cavalry, end he one serving in that capacity 'Pith 

the regiment on that expedition . 

= tete whet battalion oreeniee' i jn+e 'sere made on the moruin of the 2 5th'
 
of June, at suet time, 0nd by whose order?
 


The orr ere ehioh I received notttyine me that
A . ?90 pc rticuler . desienetione . 

I bed been neatened to at. ileno'a bsttelion were simply :mareadun orders , 
which would show that three compelled had been assigned to him se hi s 

be:ttelion. The companies were :, {Y and M. 

`Bate if you knew at the time, or as it seep eared to you eftereard, wha t 
placed in command of those different l ttaliona, and how

officers Deere
 


many there were?
 


I know nothing :ersonell7 of it myself . I afterward eseerteined thet Maj .
A . 
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Reno had a battalion , 
etee had one. !soh 

had one, Copt . Keogh had one, end Cot 
tie lions hams honed consisted of three 

companies, except Capt. Ye 
being shunt with the pac k 

', which *to t coaaq i<eieaa . Capt. McDougall 
rain oocouut ead for the other eom any. 

Caen • in IM e j . llraaa' a battalion? 

A . 1' b 

Previous to this aattalion dooit:,xantion state khether the maraud halted 
as side coffee at the early dawn of that morning . If so, how long did 
it hilt, and what orders were °,iven, if any, and by whom at that time? 

On the night of the 24th'oOmmmmd med.'s night march leaving coax about 
11 o'clock an the Rosebud river, or creek, a ad =rolled about two and a 
bolt bourn, and they were bivouacked tb ?e without unsaddling, n order s 

4:ivea for the men to Ito oven and sloop if poasi le, an guards 
I suppose, end if po eiblo to have coffee swede for Oho en in the 

ter could be found . It was supposed wo were on the dry 
fork. It w€ as one of the etreens tributary to the 'osebue . 

hose order was this? 

It was brought to Its by one of {den. taff offi cers. 

ow long did the command rese t ad by whose orde r 
e? 

. . It remained th tee until ac w re €Wb ut l o'clock, and then it moved fog 
ward . ; whams order I don't know . 

Now describe tho character of the untry marched over an the lice of 
march up to the next halt, and state whet distance ? 

The country was rolling . he country marched through was the valley o f 
this dry took that we hod bivouacked on, and on either side, at o diet$ cee 
of half n mils in some .', laces tom mile and a half to others, were high , 
broken hills. 

Did the comma aaci ha It in movine up that stream afterward hrfare reachin g 
tho spit or divide? 

A, It halted, I should say, about ',ae3P-past 10 . It may hove low 11 o'cl :ack . . 

I don't retie ear the tiro. I don't know that 11anow the time . I don' t 

give tho,t time as definite . 

Loon t that time what Wien ti to arm; there of proximity to hostil e 
lad fens a o for o o broueht to your knowledge ? 

;lo ll visible : e t?3tl that had soldently bean ' .odeA . Thera was a very freak 
sacs, and whtlo at this second halt at tho foot ofbut a doy or two previ : 

oig Earn . and the osebud a sere°easnt ofthe divide, betww tb' Little 
one of tho co pexice retS rogod on the trail some miles - I don't know a u:ti 

if possible, some clothing ofholy for - for the purpose of recovering, 

his that had been loot from a pack-mule tho night before . 1!s had gone 


going ov r one of those knolls, overbeck several mile* I presumo, and on 
which the cad hod marched he saw two ;r throe Indi= n some tdc r or 
five hundred yards iu front of hiss, one of them sitting on s box of hard 
bread examining the contents of a bag, the contcntn of which I don't know . 
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Hs thought th t his duty was to return at once to toe command and repor t 
it, and he did so . eftcr be returned he resorted the aitter to Capt . 
Yates, the captain of his company, and :ept . Yates talked the 'totter over
with Coat. Keogh, and Capt . Keogh hunted up Col . Cook for the purpose at 
notifying him, in order Viet Gen . Custer might be informed . ►een. Custer 
at thet time, I ens informed, was ; oms dietetic(' those at a point of the 
divide from ehiob these 1noian ponies were 'Whit . 

At what potat of the march was it that any reparation ways mace of an y
part of the m from the other part? 

i . The seperetion was made with the organization of the hattolione . That 
was probably mile or a mile and a he?f the other rids of this divid e 
which separated the Little sic' Horn and the Rosebud . That must have been 
half-past U . I don't know definitely as to the time. 

What part of the command first started or pulled off from there ? 

A . Capt. Benteen's battalion . 

What was the direction of the line of march of Capt . Aerteen as compare d 
with the line of march of Ga . Coster sad b1 . o so for as yeo knees et 
the time? 

A. I very soon lost eight of him. A t times he could 'Appear again - the country 
is very couch broken - nod he appeared end d isa peered from time to time . 

state at what the ditergence from the column Gen . Custer was . 

$itewent off at almost a right angle . I think our coarse was almost due 
north, red his r.ould probably vary a little forth of west. 

trte mhcn it was that the cowaandpulled ahead of the peck-tr' ..io, if at all . 

I think it was at that time . The pack-train was left behind et that time, 
I think nerr the divide . That is my opimioo . I don't know anyrjthing 
*bout it. 

Mitre wee Maj . Aono's separation, so that it seemingly a cie a distinc t' 
organization? 

A . About th `t same time that Copt . 3enteen's battalion pulled ortt of the 
column. 

) begin at the point of MOO . Mono's seperati m from the column of Con. 
Custer, and go on and describe in detail the .ovenents of the ool1ts so 
frer g e you know, with reference to each other, up to the time th .t s j . 
e o' a alma finely separated from that of won . Cust r, g iv i' g the 
nature of the (ground, ate. 

ithie a few minutes probably lifter the organization of the battalions , 
C=apt . 3onteen's column pulled out to the left ; ;. neno's head of column 
diverged very little to the left, end Gen. Cutt er's r,_ very littl e 
probably to the ri;rht, but the heads of Gen . Curt- 's column end Maj . 
keno's column, were nearly on a line,' end they traveled in Chet manner 
severe). miles, sometimes being ore hundred snd fifty or two hundred yarn s 
apart ; at other times four or five hundred ynros apart . The country wa s 
rolling and broken there so that n e regular interval could be preserved . 
They continued it that manner until they retched the point where a couple 
of abandoned Indian lodges were diseovored . Upon reaching these, as I 
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afterward underatooe, &s j . Rollo was sent for by pen. Custer, and received 
orders to move forward with his Batt=_rlion, as the lndiasns were *opposed
to be a few miles ahead and r!streeating. 

tote if you know what orders were geveu to Maj. o by Can. Custer or
his adjutants at that time - whtth'r any further ardor* sore riven to MAJ.
Reno by Gen . Custer or his adjutant, 

A . I know nothing about it, exoepting by hearsay , 

; : .	 	 Now go on and state what transpired sib reference to Mn J. Rona ail hi s

command from this piece of final separation where the tepees were. state

whet orders, if any, were given by ;r. j . keno to As commend ; *hat
 

strums were crossed ; the. ar. .,agemente that eoaue d ; in short, sverythiatg
relating to the movements of that command, the orders. and tnstr:.etione 
given by him, and his•• conduct, or that of his men, so far as there: matters; 
cams within your personal knowledge on that lay and the day following. 

A. After Maj . Reno's battalion hod moved forward or separated tram oa ,
Custor's toll= the oa mand "Trott" ono oivon. His battalion took the 
trot end roved forward in e.olumn of fours down the valley of thin tribu-
tary to the Little Sig Mora for soeae three or throe Ron a half miles ,
reaching the little Sig Horn and oroesing it. :. slight pause woo t :}ere 
mode to allow the companies to clone up after crowing the stream. rhea 
ail were cloned up they malted forward again at n trot, the head of the 
column moving at a vary fast trot, so that the two rear eoe anioe were 
galloping;. They moved probably a third of al mile, when the companies ware 
formed in lino, before the crooning woo made, on a li t l a high ground 
o that side of the river . An immense cloud of dust. was seen down the 
valley, and a little opening, in it ocoaeionell ` whore we could ae^ figures 
moving through it . otter the line was forted the commend mooed wiz in 
line, and the duet seemed to recede before the coand until it passed 
)v^r probably a mile forthea; *hen it stoppeei: . Then :pe could tee Indians 
coming out of this dust mounted. They oore so ou roue that I suppose 
Maj. Reno thought it zas more force than he amid probably ttaek mounted ; 
conase^uently he dismounted his c any . £t that time his end had 
reached this point of timber, g od the commend was given to halt and die. 
mount to fight on foot . he comnaoiea were dismounted and t! :e horse-
holders ordered to tae the horses into the timber for their better pro-

ostection, and the discounted portion of the companies deployed shire 
mishere, company d on the right, m; c anpnny to the centre, atnd id co pony 
on the left . • In about :en mints gas filer I understood that Oa.l . ,ono got 
information that the Indianan sere tsarnino his right - t! t is, coming up 
the left barn of the river, rod threatenin g his horses . The d rector portion 
of U company was withdrawn from the lino end token into the woods., no that 
it left en open apnea betneen the right of sad► company and the timber . 
I extended in on th, right in orer to cover that. gee remained there 
thirty minutes or longer - probably twenty-five or thirty minutes ; and 
during.. this time there hoed been very heavy *iring going on ; in fact, the 
tiring had comet need on the p=art of th - Innianr before oe diari unted . 
fired from our side, however, arise, but after the akirmich line had been 

.deployed the tiring was gotta heavy on both stiles ; in fact, very heavy.• 
be withc:rewing slightly from our front, and passingThe Indians seemed to 

around the loft flank of the line, awe passing; :etweea the foot hill s 

and some beyond the toot hills. Ma). loo at eta t time was in th bottom 
superintending the movement of k company t h t he had taken down there . 
Fearing that these Indians were turning the_ left of is line ant woul d 
close in from the left so as to necessarily cause a change of front on a 
portions of the front of the line, at least, 1 went to the edge of the 
hill and called to him to coos up there end look at the situ±Lion of 
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affairs himself, **that he rni .ht i.e how the thing was O irk. He cams
in there end took in the eit ztion en erect the line to be withdrawn . 
it movement wen ezeauted on the part of my co: nny by a flank !tormen t 
to the right, and the same mceve peen sea the part of h company. bout half 
of k company had to face to the left again in order to change front in 
the dir detion of the hills, as this attach wane bean made from that direo 
tion by Indiana closing at the time the] . ine was being withdrawn. The 
order teas then riven to mount u the eceapeniee . The companies 'ere mounted 
up, end, being unable to form in any order io the timber, I gave y men 
orders to mount u ;~ as rapidly cos poerible individually, and move up
out of the timber ir ender thet they mtrht be formed out there . :hen 
about one-half of my *emptily was mounted up I went ep out of the timber so d 
form d the men in a olume of fours as they came up . M +weeny c ea ur very
sexes after end formed on my haft at can !Memel of fifteen or twenty
uards . G company, as I underetood, did not mount quite so soon as di d 
not ?et up quite so soon ae the other to companies, but they were in the 
column before it reached the river. During the time the companies wer e 
being forme Maj . hero wes there on his horse ova-looking the foreatio n 
of the companies. Hs asked me ar to my opinion as to the point we bad 
better retreat to, as it beesme evident to him that our movement would b e 
entirely on the defensive. It must necessarily be, owin f to the force o f 
Indians then in eight and a it down. I have almost forgotten Chet reply 
I made, but at any rate he deeigneted a point aeroes the river at some hig h 
hills where we would go to and eesteblish ourselves there, if possible, 
and ewsit further developments . I don't know what his intentions teree . 
In a few moments ha gave the ore!er to move forward, and the commend moved 
forward at a trot and then at ea gallop . i fter the commend 'ma in motion 
at the gellop the heads of the oesspanies were almost on a line ; the 
Indians clox...d in very close on the outer flank, and on the inner flank 
toward the timber - vs y clove also, as there were a number of Indiana i n 
the timber ; in feat, I know there «s ere a great many Indices in there . 
hits the man were mounting up one of my men was wounded just afte r 

mounting his scree, by a shot fired by an Indian who was between: es and 
the river, in the 'nodes. but half the dietetics from where es atnrted 
for the river to the river, I dropped free the head of my company down t o 
a point about the middle of the eotapaany, and I found the rear of m y 
oeepnny eve very much broken up, as Use-hooting into it wee very severe . 
A go; t many eon bed been wounded, and some killed, while the company we e 
in motion. 1 rode in that position until the heed of the company reached 
the rive .~ . t hen I r eched the river myself I found the river full of 
horses and lean. Where was no regular ford there where they attempted t o 
areas . They et reply moved on the trail and into the river, and get on to 
the other aide . After reaching the other aids, under cover of a ban k 
that projected in tooted the river there, we passed ar 6und it to the other 
side . I .stopped at 'the head af my people, en' trio to Beet thee together, 
and found there ear' ea geed elegy Aliens ing . There were some nine or ten me n 
that had been hit, and some four bad been killed or were missing . I 
think I had five or six wounded men there. After we gathered them to-
gathesr we rode a to the top of the hill and dismounted there, and I 
turned my +attention to setting my wounded :,en tether ctn .: oaring for th n. 
.fter reaching the top of the hill and the commend Haas dismounted, I go t' 

m wounded moon to other - five - and had t r . outer dams the r' and attend 

to them, and all that ; end after doing tbie, I board vetoes saying there 

was a column of osveltry approaching . I didn't hay much attention to it , 
supposing it mat have been d atesen'ss cement% as I afterward eacerte teed . 
Of course I supposed that fro thl direction in which the column was coming-
ecming .iowu the right balk of the etraem . In a fee moments be cote u p 

bald or three + to rters of `:n hour afterwardwith his three eo ^peoni es . In a 
the peek-train cane up. I sow Cart . `'eir's company move out and move down 

the stream; that is, done the bluffs in the direction in which the etree m 
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was running. I don't know by whose orders or the intention of it. :'dos 
after the cook-try: in oene uy, the order wa gs gloom for the own to be 
supli.d with a ounitiozs - those who needed it - and to , repore themvelve s 
at once to move forward . In order to get my csseny ready to go on with 
the edsaaac, I atrij ed some of the horses of their blankets for the pur-
pose of o arrying say eoultded non, it Wing 'wooly all the coo I had left to 
carry Baca* wounded seen. There were five of thmm, and it took for sn 
to *soh blanket . The other me wore loading the hormone After everything
woo in resdinse,, tbt command moved forward . 1 attempted to follow with 
t40ee **undid men of dine, but I progressed co sl owl ; that I sent forward 
a messenger to ° O . farm to toll hiss I was felling,, very ouch behind, end I 
thought it neoeraasry that some man of then rear Pluasrd, or one of the other 
companion, be sent book to ny esasistonce, to esoist me in carrying th e 
winded men forward . Loon otter the ono st'rted I myself mounted m y
horse and rode forward. I ranched first Cayt. hc..ou ;el's command, I spoke 
to hiss, and he dote oozed one dolt of hin company, and ordered thews to remai n 
with my oomaoy on long as I needed themo geeing that done, 1 role foro 
ward to Worm Me j . :dodo what hod token place. I trunk: him. lie gas with 
the !toad of the column, nn he informed a it would hardly be neoeeen.ry 
for n to move any further in that direction, as he thought the w hole 
e nd wain have to go book, so from appearances he was under the ire-
prooion that the xhole force of Indians was in front of Caayt . _ sire s 
company, which was thou dismounted and firing at them . };i.tx that I re-
turned and halted my company until the other portion of the eoaoe nd head 
returned to us . .`. point was selected near the place where we came to 
the top of the hill the first tines . There the companion were esa€ioae d 
different positional . The onioale were ell put immediately in front, an d 
whore the animals were put oy employ was placed in posit' on. The 
wounded men were taker into e corral or barricade the t one made behinc' the 
position of re company and among the animist. a had been there but e 
very short time when flit action cd nesed on the part of the Indiaans, very 
heavily all alone* our line . I sew but very little ofthe fighting that 
xee being done by Capt . r+eir's company or any other company engaged in i t 
turing the movement of the front down the stream. The Indians continue d 
the action until after dark. In the donning, scttatwhere in the vicinity 
of 7 o'clock, the thing opened again and continued until about the middl e 
of the afternoon. 

o'clock about daylight in that latitude of that time of the year? 

• #y ell, aeteaen ran . g o'clock wee about daylight. 

Describe the event* of the 6th - the firing, the nature or severity o f 
the etteck, and the casualties as ter ss you know, and so forth . 

A . The attack way very heavy oh the right of the line held by Ca =t . Benteen . 
Ny company woe naot, ono I the k Ce ;t. Weir's compnaay next to me on my 
loft . I was wanted acme little distance from him by a knoll that pro-
jected out there . Is, fret, rsy eoop nay oaa in as valley that was formed b y 
two knolls, one of whiab she ar000:tied b Capt. Bentsen's co Pauy and the 
other one or. dy left by Colt. tour's company, so the ,L1 hod no opportunity 
during the 2 th to ea* an : than ;, bat Colt, Senteee's tack on thot flank 

was very heavy ; in foot, na heavy that cone . men had to 1)1 itbdrewn fr m 
l bw firing; was verymy front to sestet him - to trerigth o his line . 

heavy. Any overlent on the part of mybody there was abbnded by great 
; that is, any movement that would expose his person ant nll, or an ygranger 

portion of it. There ono a greet doaal of aehootio done imoodirtely over 
were all ex^oned there, and Imy line for the reason that the 

suppose it was the object of th In :irns, if they could cot kill the men , 
to kill the animals, which they succeeded in doing to o vert tray t extort . 
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During the night of the 25th, however, after the firing had ceased, b y
direction of ;e j . ii.eno the oompaniee ootmaeneed to fortify theooelvea in 
this ;tuition. le gava orders that the dead nn.ie>rals, whore they co i d 
be h eeed, should be pulled out from among the here and nut in position ol d 
covered over with earth and no on, in ardor to eatablieh the lino . The 
most of thrt was done in front of my eompony by my company. ;s took the 
dead animals end pulled then out and put there on the line end put peke ac s 
them and covered them over with eserth as wall an we could with the im-
plements we . had . h e had only two or three spades in the command . ' :ith 
my company we %ore occupied all night in throwing up .those works ; so 
that during th . g bth the aesualtiee were very light. I. had t%o n 'winded 
in ray company .. In Copt. Beeantsen*s company I understood tho loss was very 
heavy – some twenty odd roan wounded and two men killed . The fors in the 
other oowpnniee I hors very little about. I : ut one' l heard the number 
of killed and wounded, but I have: forgotten. 

, . Yroo the fire of the• Indians after you had gotten into posit on of the 
25th, estate about boo many Indians you would judos fired into the oonoaen d 
and kept up that fine? 

Tram that position on the hill the attacking force vas not at 611 time s 
vieiblf . They had no much cover ; but from the allure of the firing,, in 
my opinion, there were not logo thannine hundred to a thousand Indiana in 
the attack them at 01 those; and in fact during the day of the 2 (th the 
Indians were visible from some portions of thin lioe, especially that 
portion occupied by Copt . Benntesn'a company . Indians were visible * .,nti g 
out from the village, and relieving those on the linos, on one or tw o 
oeeneions during the any, no we sup used they had regular reliefs . I 
don't think thrre could have been lose than nine hundroO or cb nut a thousan d 
Indians there from the length of the line which thoy hod . Looking at i t 
from behind our works, the country looked as though there was nothing 

but if a roan shooed his. head he would very soon find tho t there wa sthere, '
 

soothing there .
 


rroo the firing You ahoa'id judge the command one worromna ed by a thousan d 
Indians? 

. I have no doubt t*tare sore at least a thousand Indians on that line .A . 

You baee your opinion in mood to tho t utter on the nature of the firiTg 
and what else? 

on the nature of the firing . I have no other means of eati -A. Yee, sir ; 
all the time, anti the -en, if theyting it. The. Indians were cencsa ed 

did shoot, had to shoot in the direction pt the puff of smoke . There was 
no object to shoot et ; the grass was long at that time sod of course i t 

concealed them. Not l ; that, but they had thrown up works themselves , 
end several of those soma could be seen . 

Dieeribe the positio of these Indians kith refcreenc* to sj . steno* s 
position to give it, not only a front firs ,eeeammand ; whether they were iz a'
 


but a converging fire .
 


the front of Lapt. nteen's company.Their line extended from oppos ite to 
:ot enfilade any other por-The Indians at that portion of the lire could 

o ftion of the lino, beecrsu a his portion of the line one higher than .may 
of his coopony and tho right of mine the groundthe others, but no the left 

extended round to the right of theoccupied by us woo loner, and, as it . 
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Indians and our left, there the position occupied by the Indians atsevere 1 Pointe was higher then that of ewe, and so they had an enfilading
tire on our lies .	 I know that several men In our line were wounded -
not men of my'oor any, but men detailed with the pack-trF in the day before -
from the fire teeming from almost our extreme left. 

What would you estimate the length of that line of Indians extendin g
around - extending from the Indiana' right opposite river left around to 
their left opposite your right ? 

A . I think it wan from two to two and a half miles around . Qf c aurae the 
shooting me at very long range. My men were shooting at range of 
eight hundred yards . 

4. How hear did the Indians approach the o mt nd in its position on the gill
 

and in what force?
 


A. The only evidences that I ew myself were thee* f the Inds ns that appro-
ached Col . flenteen's lute. I eel' a dew! Indian very Glom* to his line . 
They esvae ur there rithin fi fteen or teent:r yards. `here were coy: rirerable 
many of theme. There was a sufdicient nun=bar od othem to warrant their 
attempting to turn that end of the line . 

You may state, then, did the y . eetceeed ? 

A . Fell, they didn't . " 

Q. tate, if you k- oe, where was Mai . ; eno'e own celunn when it vac firs t 
discovered	 by the Indians, and what, in your mind, were the evidences o f 
the discovery? 

A . 1 have no doubt but that La, . Reno's commend wee discovered bet re it
 


crossed the Little Big Horn . The valley was lower than the plate shar e
 


we crossed . It is broken by ravines, hilt in a =inner level . Sut in
 


eomieg down to the river it was much higher, and if they didn't see th e
 


command they saw the dust, eed lane{ what it neant . 

When they discovered that he had crossed the river sith his column, do yo u 
think they discovered it es soon ea he crossed, or at the time he emerge d 
from the tither veer the cro,eing ? 

A . I think they discovered hip movement befog -, and knew very well that bs
 


crossed there, a s }het was a regular ford . I think they ware perfectl y
 


satisfied an that head - thet he we e- crossing . I don't know whether. 
Ouster's eolume followed in the rear of Reno's column . I didn't look 
has' to find out what we in tee rear at all . The only thin I know i s 
by hearsay, and thet is that WO . Reno ma to be supported by ken . Custer, 
in his attack. That a aaj . 3Am o'e adjutant told me . The distance from 

where Maj . liat ;o pulled out, to the crossing , 1 think was three to three 
half miles . In goihe there, there was no rticul c r trail . Thereand ' ,

was a frost Indian trail that had bear me de r few days beer :, but no old 
established teeth It took t) ca ommend to roach the crossing, from th e 
time it pulled ahead, about twenty or eenty-five minutes . It is pretty 

hard to fix those things . 

,. late whether before you crossed the river there at thet place you ob-
served any movement of Indiene coming we the river on the left hank, a s 

if to inset =ad . home's commend, if so, in whet number? 

.A. he, sir ; I aid not 216 
.Vol. 1, P.	 1. -



���

c4 .	 	 Were you in a posit on to see anything; of that kind if there had been 
any considervble forge coming up ? 

It they had hewn out in the valley coming u I vouid have seen them . Of 
course they could hays come up under cover of the timber c :i thout our 
being able to discover them until use got closer to them. 

tete where it wa g thet you saw the Indians aedvancing to meet h nJ . Keno' e 
command . I refer to the time before his command was belted . +.state 
where it w as thet yeah fact boon eIrident, if it did became vilest . 

I we in the vie' p ity of this p int of timber at which Maj . Reno's skir-
aigh line was formed, dismounted, How tar from there, or how close to 
to it I daa't know, but it wee in the vicinity of that plead . Maj . 
Ken's command, et the time the Indiana turned hock on him, was within 
five or six hundred yards of this point of timber . The Indians here at 
the point of timber, and as he continued his forward movement and got nea r 
this point of timber the Indian* dropped beak . 

; . hat s the d ietanee across the bottom from where Reno crooned the rive r 
to whore the skirmish line was deployed, and Mete that it they "earehe:d 
over at? 

A. That distance was about ; mile and a half and we martched over it et a 
calla:?. I suppose . it wee rive minutes. It may have beer ten minutes for 
that matter - ten or fifteen minutes . I don't know the exact time . 

state ham near to Maj . Reno's commend sere the hostile Indiana' When he 
halted it, and deployed it ; I don't mean one of two Indian&, but I mea n 
any bodies of Indians, may .n squads from f Sur t ten. 

A . I thick there was a euftiofont number of Indians at the time, - they 
were within five hundred yards of him, - to werrrint him in halting an d 
diamountine . I think the Indians were less than five hundred yards dime 
taut. , They must have been anywhere from two to three or four hundre d 
yards distant . 

C . All, within four hundred yards? 

No,	 	air ; t! et is root my answer. 

Take the elves body of Indians ; soma would be nearer and some further 
off. =,scribe thet body, and reeks y.}ur ewe answer t•) that question. You 
may state whether there was a thdusand right beak of these. 

A . I think there were about four hundred Indians within rive hundred yard s
 


of him at the time . That was to the . beet of Judent tro ; watching
 


their movements there. The skirw it h Iine aedvenced eb . it a hundred yard s 
after they were deployed. The edvaece wee an entirely taeperete movemen t 
from the deployment. Th* amputee rare deployed and then moved forward . 
The en event berm before the 3e •laya ant was completed . the firing on 
the part Of the Indians had began *oho little time before the con' wa s 
halted - probably a few minutes before . 

, 

a . "hat were th .s casualties from tht fir* of thu' Indians up to the time the 
eommeod h c bean deployed as skirmishers, if any? 

A. bone that I know of. 
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What was the severity of the fire from the Indians up to that time 

A. hell, the fire from the Indians were scattering, as the fire came from 
the scattering Indians that were in front of their nein belly . The dames 
of the command commenced firing in this way : A cam any would deploy and 
then they would eosients firing. The Indian scouts with the otm end 
had coned firing before that time ; in fast I don't know but they
co need firing as soon as we crossed the riser. It was ?;retty long 
range. The firing on the part of the majority of -nr mesa was very wel l 
regulated. With some of the men it was not so regulated, and it wa s 
impossible for an officer to regulate it, owing to the meant being new in 
the service, and not under fire before . On the part of those new omen it 
was somewhat wild and at random . 

State, if you know, how far it was from where the right of Maj . Reno' s 
skirmish line rested when first deployed to the river, and was the groun d 
to the right of the line toward the river timb ered or open? 

A. The distnnes from the right of the line to the river was erobably two 
hundred yards, and perhaps not over a hundred and fifty . I have never 
passed over that ground . From the right of the line toward the river , 
probably the first thirty yards of it was timbered ; the balance of it, 
there was a tree here and there, with smattering underbrush . In the 
timber was some heavy mel rgrorth. 

4. Describe the width of that timer up stream from whore the right of hi s 
line rested where it was deployed. States whether the timber narrowed o r 
whether it was a continuous stretch. 

At the point where the horses were put into the timber it bent down to the 
river, so that where we made the second crossing there was no timber . 
Above that it co wi enced again, and went I don't know cow f er . The bottom 
in which ° 1aj . Reno placed his cam*nd extended to the river and to the 
extreme right of line, and not over three hundred yards distant ther e 
was quite a ntuAher of Indian lodges in sight . ' ith reference to the 
plateau extending clear into the river, I don't know, never hawing bee n 
there . 

-hate vilest er b j . Reno or any officer under his command made any exar ine-
tion of that tir ber in which Is com nd wee placed, with the view o f 
determinier its adaptability for a place of defense, 

A. I don't mow . 

:Mete in your opinion as au officer, from what you know as a feet, why 
the errand was placed in that timber at all . 

A. I don't know that the cc end wee placed in there . I have given no evidenc e 
that it was 17slaced in there . 

4. Describe the position of the cow:and with reference to that tuber at an y 
time luring the engagement there . 

A. A portion of the time e art of the command - that is, the b i egest pert 
of one company was in the timber, and deployed between where our horses 
were ani the river, for the per-axe of protecting them from Indians tha t 
were on that sieve, or on the flank, some on the side of the river we wer e 
on, end some on the opposite side of the river from us . Other than 
that, I know of no troops being ut into the timber for the urpose o f 
assault or defense. After my company and a portion of M company ha d 
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boon w itbdrrewn, with the remaining In, rt of K **meaty, there woe a oh>tnge 
of front made in order to Nee the huffs on the oppoettea tide of the 
'alloy from us, and on the same eide of the river in order to resist an 
atteok by some Indiene Chet were cent ir. on thee* ,ran, as they were 
retiring by the rinnk. Those men ruined there but a short time. I 
don •t k•r hew land, but there wane firing gain r an from those min a n 
the. Indi' ns while they were then*. Those men, *hen reedy to move, were 
withdrawn from this position, end Ordered doom to their horses. The 
bottom was ebout thirty feet lower Sham the timber, and the bank was 
very precipitate in places . I knee thdt the cement as a whole was not 

of in the timber for . the purpose of deden e. In my oyinion, not less tho u 
two hundred Indians bed turned the left flank of the line before it wa s 
withdrawn . A pr-rt of the India.* wore ear; ,ira ; us in front end the 
others passed through the fooiehilts, end cave out on our left . Before 
the oommopd left the woods, the Indians that hod passed through these foot -
hills and turned our left flank, had closed in eitbin five or six hue red 
yards from the eoo e, and were aenttered over then botDosa . 'loom the time 
the command left the woods there were no Indians in our tmaedieto front 
as we faced the river coming out of the woods, but there . were some Indians 
in he timber down on the river bank, but on our right and. roar as e 
were then, Looking° toward the river, there were s for :, Indians here and 
there .- perhaps a good any. Opposite the a-en e ;.esq in the tither , 
along the river on both banks, the Indinne had passed dads there . 

mounting up and before ieevinr. the woods I war thirty or forty Indians 
down in there, not far from the ri ht of ' the ford where vs retreet .d 
across the stream. They opened fire on sir men there, and I had as ran 
Loaded there. 

:-taste whether any attempt was made to dislodge the Indians from
 


position, and if so, by w Ooe
 


A. There may have been some disposition made of 0 eorreny, thrt hat been i n 
the woods some little time to y knowledge , I don't know of any . 

Then at 2 P .M. the court ad j ed to meet at 11 A .M. tomorrow aturday 

Tan . 25, 18,9. 

TwPIZ� DAY 

Chia go, Illinois , 
aaturdey Jai. . ';33, 1879, 

11 o'clock A . M. 

The court mnt uronent to adjournmmn 

:oho' 14. Ring, 9th Infantry.Col. 

Col . =esley Merritt, ;nth devilry. 

Lt . .Ctrl . B. ?soysll, 3d Cavalry , 

Recorder 

1st Lt. Jesse Leo, a d jt. 9th Infea'try. 

t eeno easel hi counsel wore also present . 
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The proe dire of the last session were read and approved . During 

the reeedi- of Dr. Porter' testimony he said : -

The wish to convey as to the number of Indians is that there 

'e two ,tr three thou :mod warriors a, tree or four times as many people : 

„eerha' s 5 Limos as many . 

The examination of Copt oy1an by the Recorder wee thou aontiaved as 

follows : 

state if you Icnore if anything wee done to escort 2zr haw many Indiens 
in that timber. 

dt J. Reno was lour there in person, but what he did I do ad know. 

Do you know whet number of Indians were there ? 

I do not know the exact number. I teetitiod that I saw forty car fifty , 
but the► mi ;ht hove been a great many sore . I do not limit the number,. 
at ell. Theme might have been twice or three times th t number . 

Qs Might there► n at have been two hundred Indians in there? 

sufficient room for to hundred * 

not have been two huh;reed in there? 

A. Yes, although I did not see two buse d 

tote whether a lino could have been formed b Raj * lieono'a commend wit h 
one flank reratine on or moor the river and thence extending "owl to 
near the open and then along the edge of that open earl aoroeete the timbe r 
to the river bank below. 

. If you point out that position on the am I could answer. 

Could there have been any formation made so that both of the flanks coul d 
have rusted on the river . 

Thera eould have been a formation of that kind ms ee, but how long it couk i 
have stood there I do not know * 

e not asking that, but whether it could mode. 

It	 could be maids . 

.	 state whether or not such a format icy; could hove been made so that an 
effective and wellod i rented fire would have covered almost every possibl e 
approach to that position ; if not plaees estate why . 

nth a formation of that kind with the number of men eat s3 . Reno'e die-

pew& the line would be necessarily so snort that it 'mould not extend t o 
the beak at the outer edge of the timer . In my opinion had macho forma
tion as that been made the Indians could have possessed tthe aloes csf this 
bank at the edge of the timber and been on much higher ground than Maj . 

bottom. Therefore it would hove mad eReno's mean ooulea hey* been in the
 


the position there e*rfeectl indefensible .
 


O
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Q. Boo tar was that edge or beak from the river ? 

A.	 	 Alit too hundred yards 

k. Tbwh what would haste been the length. of a line t e have sere out from 
the river to that point in the timber and doing; in, the manner I brav e 
described? has the tither two hundred yards wide at every point, or was 
it that width iadiete; y helot or further down ? 

to	 	 IV wee not so wide. It bent in almost at en *male to the river . !Alen 
T say below I above - higher up on the strew= toward thi a ford . 

I aem s dtin o f down the strew . 

A . I do not know anything s:cat that, 

Q. But the hooch you said was Oaut two hundred lrawrde f the river. 

Teo ; where the of the skirmish line restedo 

hid that bench run parallel, or what was its diverfence? 

A. One l red and fifty to two hundred yards it made a bcuc in toward th e 
river, but how aloes it ran to the river I do not know. I could see 
where it a *de a bend and tarots it the Indian %theta were visible. 

Theo a li p a formed to the river across th€ t bench would have been two 
hundred yards o at that paint? 

A. Yes. 

A little below that it would not 3aeva necessarily been so lung? 

. No, sir . 

tats whether or net a c and of one hundred ?den could have been deploye d 
at sufficient intervals t e have covered that line and protected themselves . 

h . Protected thenselves from whet » from the number of Indians in front ? 
I do not think such a line could have been established with the number o f 
hen there - that is with the proper masher of yards :et ;=wen each hag. 1 

• line such as could have been formed would not have been aatr	 enough to 
protect itself free the number of Indians that were th :.ro. 

. How compact in your opinion would the line had to have been to have pro-
tected itself?
 


A . I think it would have been necessary to have a regular skirmish lire with
 


five yards intervals bateeau the teen .
 


Then how many :van should hale hawed have had there to form an effective 
line such es you hov ; described? ► oauhle the umber of non? 

.swa n 
he had there were not available, for the reason that ane-fourth of the 
commend sous waged hold inc the horses . 

h . 1 think about double the number . Yc u understand of course tint all the 

4 . Mate whether on the hill one-fourth of the men ire holding the horses
 

durin g the engagement .
 221
 
. No; they were not . 
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trite a near es you can the number of Indians thet were confronting or I t 
the immediate vicinity of Maj . keno's position = t the time the order wa s 
given to retire from that position in the timber within effective ran€ ..,
I mean. 

A . In my opinion there were four or five hundred Ins=ians within effective 
range, that is those in the timber and those in the valley . 

t . . shat further number would you estimate there was back of this es ter a s 
e uld be neon as many more? 

A, No; I do not think as many more. I think I sew probably six or seven 
hundred Indians chile in the valley. I do tot think I saw over that number . 

Up to the time the order we first iven by a Reno that the command 
should lve the woods how many men had been disabled ? 

A. I eta only *newer that question an far as my own eocapany ire concerned . 
I had one man killed and two wounded . 

ihe'e did these casualties occur? 

Ono wee 411ed in the opening in the valley ; ens the other *unwounded in 
the woods. One of oy ten who was left in the woods subsequently came 
out - an hour or smarter the commend reached the hill. Be must have 
been wounded in the woods . 

<: .	 	 I d speaking of the number of men wounded before the order was d riven . 

A . Before Ma, . hen: gave the oroer I lied ore man killed and one woutec'ied . 

Aes	 	ths~ t before the nsn had mounted to leave? 

A. Yes ; I had another men wounded in the woods as the commend was going out . 

Q . How much emmuniti did the commix,' have? 

A,	 	 4 man had fifty rounds on their persona and fifty more in their saddle

bags, making one hundred rounds per :pan. 

Q . Had there been an order to the et'sct that the men should have that amour* 
of ammunition? 

A. Yes ; that we the order of den . Custer. 

C . Up to the time that the c oar nt left the 'mode how many rounds of emmun i-
tion had been fired away in your judg spent? 

A, I think my men hey fired nearly all of their fifty rounds b store dewing 

the skirmish lute, and in consequence I sent several men from my line t o 
get ao unit ion from the saddle-hi'a while the otters were still on the 

line . 

W . From the nature of the firing shut is your opinion as to the averag e 
timber of shots tired? 

A. I think about fifty roads ;°er men bed been fired - between forty end 

fifty on an every a all through. 

Q. In =khat length of time would shoes fifty rounds be fire•' ? 
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A. In about forty minutes . 

. it was . I think they were minutes nd they wars 
ged -in firing all the tits they wars 

It ,four O tsion at proportion of the ammunition was judioioualy exrerr ed ' 

,;,bout tett:+-►thirds, I should imagist . "That y be rath +r a 'Argo estimate , 
but I will let it go. 

Please state anything in addition to wimt you hove alr eady stinted ,
 
t h e object w a r
s in halving the t teal 

A. I rather think the object is leaving the tither was if possible to save 
that 

ut of the tlater ee going to the rives 

think there vitro fair o ck five we . 

of your somata would that b.? 

I took thert ei it tom into the fight, and that would take eleven tan 
killed or wed, altogether . 

As a mutter of ge notoriety the loss of the aiooswnd in 
from the t iahsr'P 

~asd in the other companies, tut 
t#isk, however, their loss would h o 

so large, as I was on the outside , 
, and m hex ai fforod a little x re than the others . 

a state, with the groat muter of Indus erovnd, it aj .None was 
in **eater d.&anger of losing the entire and in lowing the tier 

f he had remained there . 

i s bottom et ¢hr,t tia ,40,1, with 
, iciouo course wne tounless it had been 

ism the tuber if pcet~ti b . toyed there t'irtp mimttoas 
lour I doubt if it would out with as many non as it did. 

t eny asei atnnse, f# ! any aid 

Not known z anfthi iii r a is the orders or planes needs In reference 
to the fight an! th>t tort o *tunable to onswar that question. 
S hen ,:sly oY own opinion. 

tee your o° union. 

o2inion was t#A there was on orrurtznity if` reached those 
on the oppoaite side of the ruler Sig Horn of having yid core up. 

In the or nt of no mid *thin; vv. and those five or six hundred Indians 
had followed the command to the river - closed up and ?ollooad it - what 

7 think i . could hate successfullywould hats been the result .
 

resisted them?
 


their umuniti an could not i ve' lasted. 



Q, tats whether the eommmen4 was actually driven out of the timber by th e 
Indians? 

A . The eommnnd sae not actually driven out of the limier . 

Q, Was it actuary driven from that position ? 

A. The oo— '6 woo virtually driven but not exactly driven . It would have 
been driven into. the timber in a very short time, but when we left th e 
timber the eommmanil did not leave because it 'us driven out . 

was there any volley fired from the rear or from near the river by thol e 
Indians yo • !reek of as being in the edge of the timber next to lb, river 
before 14j . Reno told you that the command must leave that t 1* er ? 

A. Yes several shots - not volleys, but sosttering shots . 

Q• «as there or was there not a volley fired from that place before the 
corn left • I mean firing pretty much together? 

A. I rappeee there must have been forty or fifty shots . There might have 
been a great )Many more, but they were not together . 

Q. Wee Chet before or after the command was movntad to leave ? 

A . About the time the command was mounted . 

,,	 ;Atte whether at that time you had a trumpeter in the company, or Im o
 


there one in the command?
 


A . I had a trumpeter. 

Q. In advancing from the crossing to this position it the timber, was any 
bugle or trumpet cal . sounded? 

A . I do not remember of having heard any. 

'Ole there any general •ignnl given by which the command in the timber woul d 
know it was going to leave or what movement was to be executed? 

A. The order was to mount the eoie zanies up owl move off on the platoon, and ' 
when I got there I received an order to are out . 

was there any trumpet signet sounded at that ties ? 

A. I do not remember any. 

Q . If there had bee3 :; would you have heard it? 

A. I think so. 

c.. *Mate if you know whether the entire commend had been l'N before start
ing from that ple ee? 

A. The whole of my oamp uy was formed before starting. That is all I can 
answer to your question. I dA not know about the others . 

.• State whether or not any of the men bslomgin a to the other companies wer e'
 
left in the timber?
 


A + It saying that the thole of ay Oo . ny was formed, I meant with the 
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exception of one man who was left in the timer, but how I do not know. 
Lieut . eRudio was also left . 

Ltate fr what you learned at the time or eftereord whether any othe r 
enlisted men were left in the timber? 

A. Yes, I believe there were twelve enlisted men left who afterward came out . 

C . Do you remember when they afterward joined t`te cad? 

A. *hen we had been on the hill bout an hour, to the best of my recollection. 

:tate whether or not any officers or man ere killed or wounded at the 
Grossing while on the retreat or doing up the hill? 

A. I know there were soma killed, but how many I do not knows corporal of 
my company was killed there, and . Hodgson was also killed eland, there . 

C . *as that crossing covered by any organized body of troops to protect th e 
river in crossing? 

A. I do not think the crooningrtan covered . 

Co . artiste whether or not the nor were triumphant or exultant with cuceoee or 
demoralized or despondent when they had '-ached the top of the hill? an d 
desorihe• the condition of the *almond when it r oohed the top of the bill ? 

A . Well, it was not demoralized, neither was it very exultant . 

when the command got on the hi A was it in any condition to meet an d 
oppose any considerable number of Indians ? 

A. Within a few moments after we got on the top of the hill the command we e 
in a tolerably good condition. A ek rmi'h lihe has been thrown out . 

key whose order was that line throve out? 

A . I ce not know that swot* would he the utbority to do anything of the 
kind, but Haj . Repo and I presume it was done by his orders . 

Q. 'Ante what orders Ma j . Reno g ve, either When the commend was going u p 
the hill or immediately after reaching the top. 

A. I do not remember him givin ; any or ere at all. 

Ad you hear him giving any instructions? 

A . No, for the reason I was eep=ire tad from the other portion of the ohmmand , 
and probably two-third, of it had retched the top befo r e I cot the-e . 

. . "oho led the retreat or ,her a to the rear across that timber? 

A. I do not know, sir. 

. where was bias . Reno during that retreat? 

A . I do not know. 

e ha , alongside of you, or before you? 
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A . I saw him na the command moved out. I dropped from the hood of my a»mpany 
to the centre of it on the outer flank, rind of coarse I lost sight of him 
thou, ah I do not romeaher setting bin until I war at the river . 

At what position ass he them?CL. 

A. $e wee riding at the hoed of the column . I think he ono in the Interpo l 
between the two companies at the head of the column. 

Mate ohather any halt or check was made while crossing that bottom t o 
hermit the men in the rear to close up? 

A. There was no halt or shook made, but the command was mot moving at a run . 

cis At whet gait was it moving 1 

A . It wee moving St a very for, t gallop. I will illustrate my meaning more 
cleorly. .he horse of one *fay an woo killed under him otter oy ootpony 
started, and he succeeded in getting another horse and *Mating hto a n 
coming up with the eoopany . 

o0 	 tare there any loose horses around there? 

A . He naught a sorrel horse belonging to G company. Jae of the non o f 
that company had been killed . 

*here do you eoneider the proper position of an officer with reference t o 
his command on a retreat or movement of tho character you have jus t 
described ? 

A . I should imoginr his position should be where he could observe hts ole 
cond . 

p ith reference to the front, centre or rear, where would the position beCo 	 ` 
best to have observed his whole aommcnd ? 

Under the oiromostsnces close to the rear would have been the boot place 
to observe *hat was going on. 

t . 	 I believe you said you yourself dropped beck ? 

A . 	 Yes; I dropped beak to the centre of my e crtpa ny . 

C . )tste if you know when a+` . ='eric? crossed the rives with reference to the
 


eoaeaenw ?
 


A . I do not know. !them I sew kieno hs was on the opposite bank, but i n 
front of him going up wets quite rnu►her of wen, and it was sty impressio nr 

that a number °roomed befogs he did, but I do not know as a matter of fact . 

On that retreat across the bottom, state what offioor, if any, wa s 
charged with looking otter the rear? 

A. 	 I do not know .rythino about it . 

Anon the command *as in the timber how near was it to the hostile villnF'e, 
and describe in er000r to this quests ° the location of thin village , 
stating ite size, etc. 

o f 	 The lodges I sew were supposed to be s port of the villace, although they 
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they vere scattered, and I do not think that' pare over five hundred
 
yards tram whore we oere in the timber .
 

. essriba the looetion of the village from what you maw after . 

11 <nc at the upper and the 'Mods vas et atterin . The bulk of the 
villea a was lower down and more compacts a . I judged in riding over it 
afterwards . 

;4 . t<yt er whether or not tdaj . •end's peteit in the timber threatened that 
v 111e? 

That position of course threatened U, but frcaen the timber raj. heno cow; 
not hove done any deems»e to the vlil,ae a or anyone in it . The ground wag
d o mueh loner than that on which the v illa a stood th t ha v&d r 

. s shoot the village 

describe hoer tar the viol go extended in your judgment ? 

I think it was certaiely three miles, if not more, from end to and, as I 
saw it afterward . ltd overage width would be trio or throe hundred yards . 
It was a very large v ill eKe, the In f ieetes eet imst ind it at eighteen hundred 
lodges. I have no reason to doubt that the sts,t eats of the Indiana 
were correct. `flare were also four Iwuad red w ie kiup s. 

:-teat* whether these wieekitatpa were next to or ad jeoen thee . 1odraa? 

A. No; they were scattered in the timber promiseuc ly. 

Did there apparel, to be a separated and distinct *sop of oiokiupr? 

Yoe, sir; seatteria here and there. 

Q• 'era there any indication of lodges in the immediate vicinity of the ek 
. a ups 

No; the lodges were re to the open round . 

. #.}teas whether the position idaa►g. 1aao to g on the hill threatened the
 


v Maps or not
 


A . It could not threaten the Tillage ; it was entirely out of range. 

`'. haan the cow ao d wee in the timber was it erected or believed either by 
yourself or the command generally that it would in tiny way be aided or 
eu tported in its attack on the village ? 

I have ao means of knowing anything ab t it, except what ;fir . Hodgean 
re. He amid they were to chargetold me with tireferenee to aj . nno'a or 

the Indians, as it was supposed they were retreatta g, and Ma j . tsnc wo=..ld 
be supported by Gen . Custer*, command . 

e 
?th a av+slry► weo at any time from the period is j. r eno's column was 

on: ed in the timber of to the time it retched the top of the hill ? 

Z. tats what the general belief` wee as to where the remainder of the 

in reference to teen, ouster's oomeand was after IThe first t het I heard 
got oaths hill, where it wan rumored among the out that it had passed 
down on that side of the streams 
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But at the time you gore movi : ; down this bottom and engaged in the timber 
anti in going book to the top of the hill, was there any belief as to 
where the balance of the need watt that was your opinion? 

my opinion was that it was on the roar our trail and was coming to our 
ass ist=: ne. 

And Capt . oBoutoorka command? 

A. That I do not kno, so much about. It passed Noy to the left and I 
t h o u g h t might 000a i n tr the foot-hills. 

it's cans ? 

A. I thi he was sl ar trail, and ha had the pack-train . 

man you state tow amity men Coot* cD eta ll had in his coesn ? 

A. I think ahout forty men of his company, and a non-commissioned officer asi 
six privates from each of the other companies . 

=r. .	 :Mete whether or not you erected that the other Bole s uld join i n 
the fight or make an Olio** in rapport of J . v. 

Fitness - I lave no reason to d cubt that if they orsre him ha3 L presse d 
they would come to his assistance . 

Oeote whether any attack on that villa oo in flank by another column, o r 
an attack lo=ser din that from where Maj . 'eno was would or would no t 
have been asapportin j. eno'e attack. 

I think it would have been sporting his ett ck - th=£t is, to the exten t 
of drawing off the number of Indiana necessary to resist it . 

.0"..o	 	 I understood that by a support you do not uscoasarU y mono that a sac nd 
must be im diately in rear of soother command to sup :ort it in on att=ck? 

A . I thi k it would be supporting an attack if =ono attacks his a end ugn. 
Custer attacks that end . It - raw. s nunbar of Indiana from his front and 
consequently is supporting MMrJ . = ears. 

Di3 you. he=r any firing in the dir ; ctiou of ow . Ouster's bottle-field 
attar you rtbched the top of the bill? 

Too. 

ow long afterward? 

:bout an hour .. Capt. McDougall had coma up with the ptetwit* in. 

aid you hear any before ? 

"Amt remarks did you make at that time? 

I simply called t eLoogall's attention to it and asked his what he though t 

it goo. Bo slid he supposed it was en. :uetar firing at the other end 

of the village. 

ow 
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C . Describe the sound of the tiring. 

A . It wee evidently volley firing, but very faint . 

R. lete what interval of time intervened from the tines that ! :4j. Reno' s 
command pulled out at the heed of Gen. uster's column until j . Reno 
and Capt. '-sat *en united their forces on the hill. 

A . It :eight have bcoa an hour. It might have .been more or less. I do not 
know. 

c . .'tats whether or not Capt . ►teen's commend could have joined him* i n 
the timber . 

A. It would depend entirely upon the force brought again2t him, but the countr y 
was such that it was practicable to do this . 

Could he go there wren if he were opposed? 

A .	 	 It would depend altogether on the number opposed to him . 

, :	 	If oat, command could ehr.rge to the rear, could not a other command of the 
some strength *barge in the opposite direction ' 

A . I expect they could . 

. L.tate 'Oat developments or evidences of fighting you found on *en. Cutter' s 
trail. 

A . I did not examine the trail st ell. I do not know that I ever saw i t 
until I got to. this w teringepla*e. It was probably half a mile from 
there I sae the first bodies. The evidences of fighting were a great 
may teed men lying eeout there. I saw Lieut . Calhoun's company were kille d 
in regular posit :on of skirmishers. I counted twenty-eight cartridge 
shells around one man, and between the intervals there were shell s 
smattered . In deploying the t'en to hunt for the bodies my company was on 
the left next the river, and there but fear evidences of fighting there . ' 
Hut when Lt . Calhoun's body was reached I had -ernIaatona to go and identify 
it, as he was a brother-in-law of mine. ~.a soon as his body was found I 
was sent for, end that is the way I happened to see those bodies . 

. id you go to the point where 4ea. Custer** body was found, 

A. After leaving this place I rode u : to this point I think in eo pony eith
 


Us j . ` eno. In this rrviae rked as H on the rep we found treaty odd
 


bodies nd M company. They were undoubtedly fighting and retreating . I
 

could see where they had passed down the edge end attempted to scrambl e 
up on the other aide, which was al*st r o rpead .cuter. The marks were 
plain here they had used their hands to -et up, but the marks only extend a e 
half way up the tank . 

How far was that from the river, following the ravines down ? 

A. That must have been half or three-quarters of a mile . 

aid you go up to trot point where men. Curter's body was found? 

A.	 	 Tea. That was not so far I think. 
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Ctet5, if you hem, hoer many bodies of officers or manor . Caster' s 
ee tetl were never found, 

were three officers that I knew that never were found, and thin k 
some fifteen or eighteen mono I do not know the meet saber* 

its the erl belief as to what had become of there bodies? 

I do got know of any gensrel belief. 4y belief was that that eon were 
buried with the ethers., but were disfigured to that extent that they eaonld 
not be - idsatiti ai . l bere were rat I had known ten or twelve years wh) s e 
bodies could not hive been recognised he d it not been for certain marks . 

..	 	 Would not the regieentel roetc r shoo the actual number men in the
 

eeoluts? •
 


The bodies were all eeouu 

Yes; it se,e generally derstood they were vaunted * 

know whether there was a deficiency? 

.	 	 I do not heov much abut the rticulars of th -=t . I hat* that there woes
 

some men missing that could not be accounted . for. I have always been
 

under the impression that the officers were buried with the eon,
 


Have you any impreseioe as to what beams of the -odiee of these }en who 
are still ante ocount ed for? 

I understood a n giber of bad ie had been retina a co iderable distance 
from the field which I thie w z ld make AP the number. 

Please state,, from all you sew `during the es event there at tht battle 
afterof the Little Big Horn end fro~;} the dsveloYmeentea rd in regard %o 

the village, what did you es tin is the effective fi ktin force of that 
village to be? 

ell, frost the urinate that has brew made of the number of lodges ... he 
lodges alone would represent nearly thirtyeei.b hundred n, as they estimat e 
about two men to a lodge . `bars were 'belt eighteen hundred lodges, s o 
it must be between thirty-five huundred and four thousand fighting fore*, 

bid you see the village moving 

Yees, 

. when was that? 

A . About dusk of the ydth* 

het did its size appear to be, say, in length and width, talc. ing into 
time of your seeing it, and all the eircunst ncee?consideration the 

a nearly dark. at the time. The sun had gone down, at> it looked t o1. It
. more like an immense buffalo herd than €>nythiug else. You could no t .~ hell' ordistinguish mounted men from ponies . It was eerte iffy tea and a 

three wiles long, and it extended on the pl'.tn in front of our position 
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across the river, covering nearly half of this plain, which was some six
miles across, The mewing till'a was probably Several hundred yards wide . 
There was unquerti oly a Very large herd of ponies being driven . I 
think from one-qu rter to one-h if a mile eou:lc corer the width of the
Gov i t v illnR,. 

,t-to your opinion: as to the conduct of Ma .' . i o on the 25th and eth o f 
June with reference to coolness, efficiency, energy, and courage e a command 
ing officer of the troops . "tin his conduct such as to inspire his cc+ i d 
with confidante and eoure 3e, or the reveres? And give the facts upon which 
this opinion ie boned . 

Ma j . (eno, during the advance in the bottom, rode at the head of the column. 
After it weep forte into lime he was in front of the line a invariably in 
front ; sometimes opposite the right, sometimes the-gentre, and sometime s 
the left, According to the circumstances. All his orders wbieh I received , 
or ell the orders he gave to see in the bottom, either at that time or 
afterward, were area as coolly as a ann under such circa satencss =sually 
can five them, and I sew nothing that iu: icated cowardice about hie. 

Very well . Take the hill. 

A. Luring the afternoon of the 2oth he seemed perfectly cool to me. I saw 
but very little of him on the 2tth. I think I saw him one* or twice in 
peening from the left of the line to the right . I resolved no orders from 
him at all on the 2th, as orderer es -s unnecessary. e were in position 
there, ant had nothing to do but to hold it . 

_id you see his frequently on the 25th, after getting on to the bill ? 

A . Yes, sir; I sae his frequently m . the "5th. After dark on the =̀5th I l' 
down by hie- aide for a time :4hiad vy oo any ; that is, he sae lying on 
his blanket there, and I Vas lying on the r roun' close to him talking. 

:,unctions by Major :er<o. 

tats in what order V, e column mowed down to the ford where Ammo *reseed 
on his advance ; . • moan in respect to the eoz.ea lee whore ',outwore placed 
in regard to the column, and *here Maj . lime rode? 

A . The companies ►ed for a dietetics in *alums of sours, the heads of the 
snies on a line, with at interval of fifteen, twenty or twenty-five 

yards. -fior moving a short time the cam#Aie6 formed in line . 

Cs whet comp any was in fret, and whet cosies followed in order? 

of thAt movement was in the same order. : e resu:mad thatA. I think most 
order after croaning the river; that is the hard of the oompany nearly 
on a line - not in line, but in column. My company I think wee in th e 

centre. 

• ,here were you? 

A. I rode at the head of ay c oepeny. 

And Me j . Pond Wes riding there with you? 

A. For the most part he rode there with tee, or for quite a time. 
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here IOU in such a position as to observe the conduct or t j . Reno and 
any coamunieoticna that might have been had with him up to the tin, that 
the column reoehed the ford whore j . ono crossed the river as his ad-vance? 

A. Teo, sir, I was. 1 don't know that I was in position to bear everything
that was said by hint all that time. I was at the hood of I, ecmpaay, and 
ohether he *toyed alonaaide of ms all that time, I don't remember, but I 
know he was More the greeter portion or the time . 

id he halt on the right-bond aide of the ford where he crossedan hi s 
edv=once, befo^e crossing the river? 

A.	 	 I don't remember. 

4.	 	 Did 7 see anyone speak to him just before the crossing of the stream ? 

A .	 	 I don't remember that, either. 

:AA you see <`r . Girard spotlit* him at that poiot? 

A. No, sir; in foot I have xo a eeolleatian of seeing uirard at all. 

After you crossed the stream you tonne in what order ? 

A. a formed in column of fours again . 

Where was i :a 1 . Reno? 

A. Ma j . =keno was at the hid of the column . I don't know et the head of 
what particular company, but I know he was there . re moved down abou t 
one-third of a mile or more in colter of four* and than formed in line . 

By whole order? 

A.	 W . limo's. He gave the command : "Compaoies fora left front into la*, 

and r *ter the formation we moved on at the sere gait* Kai . Rosa was in 
trout of. the line. 

, .	 	 vtste whether you heard him rive any diraetiac= to any of the cavolryyen
 

with regard to not over-riling and that he would give them plenty of work	 	
to do in a very short time .
 


A, Yes, sir ; s man in gay company whose horse was very restive,• and rathe r 
inclined '.o go ahead of him; J. mono turned oround and spoke to him. 
He tole: him to hold heir horse in, any. keep him under control ; that he woul d 
give him all the fighting or all he wanted of it before the thing was over . 
I don't know that these :ere his exact words, but tY .et was the a suing o f 
what he said ; that was the purr ort of it. 

whose: Order wee the skirmish line derloyed ? 

A. The skirmish line was deployed by M .' . Reno's order. 

;. ='here was he when the order was hero carried into effect ' 

A. I think he wes there on the line whore the = eployen=t as being made . 
cannot Iodate his exactly befor= : or behind the line. I ofto busy deploying 
my company, but I know he woe tbr,re, as I could occasionally hoer his voles. . 
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z tate whether you received an order to force your men before the colum n
left the timber. 

A, I received an order to move my men on to the plateau and form them there , 

From wham did that order c ORO? 

A, Maj. Reno . 

Mate whether you know a gentleman by the name of ter. Porter? 

Tee, of r, I do. 

. :;state whether he ever had any conversation with ycros sines there oecurrer :cee , 
in regard to being frightened or otherwise, and, if so, what that was? 

I . Yea, sir. I have heard him say once or twice that he was pretty badly
seed. 

laid he repent it in any other form? 

A. yell, yes: if I rmasember aright I heard his may on one occasion he neve r 
"was so seared in hie life." 

, Mete whether you saw Dr . Porter just before the column moved eat of th e
 

timber, and if so at whet point, and at what point of time?
 


A. About half of my ao ny had mounted and moved" ap on to the plateau befor e 
I left the timber. l►hen I did ride upon the plateau Dr. Porter rode up 
by ray side. tome of the oolu had left the timber at that time, an d 
weee on the plateau mounted, but they were not yet in motion . He rode by 
my elm) out of the timber, up on to the plain where my cone any was being 
formed . 

Then he was not by the side of the wounded man then? 

A. I don't know anything about that . I bum he was at my aide, and I was 
not waded. 

Do you know anything; in regard to J. Reno taking a portion of company G 
and going to the outer edge of the tiaher, in the direction of the firin g 
from the Indians in that quarter, in the directi n of the river ? 

A. I know a portion at G company wee taken in there, and I suppose by. Maj . 
Rome, as I think he went there with them . 

Ante whether you had any coaeulte ioets with Maj . eono in r- gard to re-
tiring trait the timber before the =Tremont was 'bade . 

A. I don't remember anything that occurred there, only the order was given t o 
and move the companies up on to the plain .mount ulf 

Mate whether you had any conversance with raj . Reno before the movemen t 
was made from the timber with regard to the-wisdom of changing the plac e 
where the force was in the timber . 

A. I don't remeaaber. I may have bad Rome, but I don't remember it. 

=11d you have some immediately before? 
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A. Itllladiateiy before the companies were witivirawn, after I had called to hi m
to *Ono Up on the hill, weah d • oonvers tioo with regard to the disposition 
of the men - that is, the ekiraishera dismounted . 

dtete whether during any period of the time that you saw J. Aeno in 
that timber he betreyed any evidences of cowardice . 

A. Ilo, sir: there ma a eertain *mount of eceiteaaent, I suppose, visible on 
hie foes, as well as that of anybody else, but any trace of cowardice I
filed to discover . 

C•tete what in your judgment would have been the result to the command under 
NO . Reno if he had continued to charge down that valley . . 

I think if he bad continued to do it, aad gone far enough, be would have 
been there yet . 

Late whether the puriose of leaving the timber was not to save the command . 

I think that ewe the purpose, sir e 

Q. 7ith regard to the diversion of the ooatarand, you have been asked the 
gneastion, What would have been the affect u on the end it a coneiderebl 
number of Indians had followed the command on its retrofit to thlfhich lan d 
oh the opposite aide of the river? If that large body of Indians hed 
followed the command, don't you suppose the commend would have fed th e 
Indians' rifles ya long as it the want: had been advancing down the valley ? 

Yes, sir. I think in their posit . on it would be only a matter of tine 
the commend without assistance. 

Q . whet in your judgseat would have been the result, under the circumstances 
in which you were planed, if the command had re-:wined in the tisber? 

A. In my judgment the command without assletauoe would have been annihilated 
in the timber. 

Was not :s j . Reno usable to fora any eat im a to of what the effect would be 

upon himself of the union of Capt . Renteen's command and the ►ek etrai n 
with his own, unless he had amen that they had been ordered to join him? 

A, I think so * 

here did you first obtain your view of this Indiana on the plains - on 
the left side of the river? 

A. The Indians be-ease visible about the time the companies wer, formed i n 

line. Probably some few were visible before that, but than they became 

visible in force. That was eaaut one-third to one-half a wile from th e 

oroseing . There may have been Indiaor vieiale before . I may have saes 

Indiana before reaching that point . 

:Sate whether there was a cloud of dust or not . 

A. There vas a rosy large aloud of dust . 

Q . Was it dense? 

A . suite so; yes, stir . 
234
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c . . Was it 80 donee that a person could nee a thousand ponies through it? 

A . I think not ; not et that tine. 

°tate what are the Indian tactics with regard to cresting a cloud of 
duct in order to conceal their movements free an enemy. .-e You k:.owwhether that is their tactics? 

A. I presume that is one of their ways of doing it. 

eo you know whether .•	 it is one wary they have follows0 ? 

I think it is. 

After the eetumand had reached the point where the skirmish line dey lye 3 , 
state whether in your judgment any corset, either in the timber or out s. 
aide, could have seen through that aloe- of dust a thousand loges of the 
Indians. 

No, sir; he could mot have seen a thousand standing lodges fro there 
had there been =o dust at all. 

In regard to the character of the oatmeal; on the retreat free the timber 
to the river, state whether the or enixetien was not, in yeur .3ud set a 
proper one for the purpose MsJ . j-eno had in view . 

A . The organization was a very good one . 

_. etnte whether an o ffieeer hewing about one hundred men in his oo and ., and 
attes iu to ;o over en unknown piece of country to a ford, tied the n 
from the ford up a hillside to the top beyond - whether be would act b e 
justified in riding et or seer the head of the column, in order t e select 
a awing and to direct the a eve mmmt . 

A, ell, that would depend a good deal i carets aet was . 

Then I ask you to apply the oireud etenees as they existed at the time th e 
movement was made from the river ? 

A. I suppose it would he a vary proper %%Lug for a *emending officer t o 
know the country ahead, but under the circu tences there I think it would 
be equally so to k-ow whet ma going on in the rear . 

`diould it he wrong for him to reach the ford at the head of the .eoit e> . . 
and there rennin until he sew that the balance of the colueh heed crosse d 
the stream? 

No, sir ; I think not..	 

•	 
In regard to the character of the an taken into this fist, were they
 


all trainees soldiers or otherwise ?
 


eon* of them were very well drilled and have their duty very well . ethersA: 
were not so well driller`, se they had not had en opportunity_ They had 

not been in the service long. 

ate whether, under the circus tnncees, the firing of cavalryman agains t ag in all directions is not a matter Largely o fIndiana that are wing 
diserstief with the individual soldier. 

235 
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c.
 
 Was there any pretense on the part of anyone that this movement out of
the timber was a triuphant march? 

A. I have not head, of it. 

Was it so understood by anybody? 

A . A triumphant meroh across to this ford? 

. Yes ; back trap the timber. Was it so understood by anybody? 

A . I don't know. I haven't heoad of anyone considering it in that light . 

r_ . It was not understood to be that by anybody, %es it? 

A . No, sir ; I think spot . 

. In regard to the cosnd on the top of the hill, wouldn't you sooner hav e 
been dejected on the top of the hill than dead in the timber? 

A. ``=ell, I would rather be dejected on the to_ of the hill than dead anywhere . 

After you reached the hill-top how long a time elapsed before the summan d 
was rut i•- a positio, to resist attack ? 

A . There was a skirmish line throes out within a few minutes from the tim e 
the command reached the top of the hill . 

d. y wbone order, ;f you know, did- Capt. weir move doda the river? 

A. I don't know. 

has it at any time your duty to go in that direction, and if so state how 
far you went, end whether you found is j . Reno, end if you found him, where ? 

A . It became my duty to o down in that direction in order to overtake th e 
command to inform a j . Reno of the disposition of a portion of the rea r 
guard . I found Maj . Reno et the heed of his command, less what was in 
Ce ,-A. 4eir'a front . dam him frequently after we returned to where we mad e 
the final tend on the afternoon of the 25th . 

Q . State whether during that night or on the succeeding day you any any 
evidences or cowardice on hispr:rt? 

A. No, sir ; I saw no evidences of cowardice. 

4tnte whether you saw him giving orders sac exercising commend' 

A. I did during the ',t L, bit 1 received no orders from him on the nth at all , 
as it wen not necessary that I should . I was in a position there that 
required no orders on that day. 

after the men had been pieced in position wasn't their duty so plain asr	 . = 
not to require much direction on the pert of the coact officer? 

A . The duty was very plain at certain portions of the line . At my portion 
it was very plain, but at that occupied by Capt. Benteen It was a very 
serious one and required the presence of the commanding officer prett y 

)mach all the time, as the Indians tried very herd to dislodge him. I also 
understood some of the other companies were heavily attacked by the Indians 
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and of course the commanding officer should he there and attending t o
affairs . 

c, .	 s 
Is it the feet in military atttont that a eoamendipg officer is personally 
responsible for the personas brave of web member of the command ? 

A. I am Udt Hoare of it. 

Mate whet was the behavior of the ten of these companies and of the 
officers, after this stand bed been made on the top of the hill, p ith 
reepeet to bravery? 

Well, everything went on a good deal like clock-work, on the hill . b y 
were pretty well intrenched there, and they felt that they could hol d 
their position there for some time . eo fear as the officers were concerned 
they all did their duty, anc I have uo doubt they did it well . I had 
no opportunity to sa very much of anyone exce tisi , Cn t . !enteeeen. His 
elondMet for coolness and gallantry was rerfeectly superb . No other word 
would express it, 

Q . And Maj . on, Bede mention of it, didn 

Tee, air. 

e. And deservedly? 

1 think ao. 

tat* as a soldier whet in your judgment was the l .st th of time that pis 
column under Col . Custer lasted, judging from the manner in which you 
found the dead. Can you give any opinion an that ? 

A. I don't know that I can expresso a positive opinion . It might have basted 
an hour and it might not hate looted that length of time. 

C . whether, as you say, with the exception of the company under Capt . 
Calhoun, there was any evidence of organised and Bust ined resistance t o 
the Indians, save that that was found in the circle where Gen. Custer lay? 

A. Isar none . Those other men that I before mentioned as booing been killed 
there had evidently been fighting, but there were no evidences of or enize d 
resint once. There were evidences that they had retreated or were fellin g 
back without regular intervals ; but such evidences as existed abou t 
Capt. Calhoun's cosy ;any existed nowhere sloe that I saw . 

Were Calhoun's ::err in tile.t position in which hee ought to have been, o r 

veld nature l y have been, - I will not say ought to have been, because 

there can be n ; question n out Custer's soldierly aualit{ea, -if there 
had been resistance according to the rues of miltory science? 

A. Yea, air. 

Cuectione by the Recorder . 

otter do hisQ. During the fight on the hill and in the tiro °, how did hr. 

duty? 

A . He did it in the moat superb mantieer. Be hrd a greet deal to do - I wil l 

say that for "r. -otter - and he di it well . He had no steward . The 
all'doctor that he wee the assistant of was killed, end he had it to do	 

himself and under a heavy dire . 
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nd

YOU bete stated that the doctor said he never was so seared in his life ,
and that he wee pretty well exalted . 

Yes, sir. 

=trite whetter or not that esxcitssent was general at that piece in the
timber. 

I think so. It was pretty general as a rule, and when er . Porter did 
nake this remark to me he mad* it is a lau hing, joking way, ash ae►y not 
have meant that he said . It was *de probably a year afterward, so that 
be may not have realized ghat he said . 

Do you mean to say that a en being frightened - because he should happen 
to he frightened at a time et greet danger - implies that he is necessaril y
a co ard? 

No, sir; not at all. 

Adul t 0 . =moo and everyate *lee in that command present the appearance 
of being frightened under the circumstances ? 

ether think they were ell a little bit shaken up. 

AA. car :;ego can that retreat remain at the ford till the whole 
all dot mira ge: i f so on which hank. 

R . I don't knee. 

jtctc whether or not on going to the to of the hill en the retreat 
was expected, either by yourself or by the commend generally, that a j . 
Reno w; Ad he likely to receire aid or assistance or reeinfore tints when 
he reached the top of thl hill, and state the grounds of such !Allot if 

had it . 

ra sueh belle . I knew nothing abet it. 

the map at the point marked f" is :le eil an,4. state if from that 
point ! a jor 'i.uo• a command hac been seen in the act of deploying a s 
skirmishers it would have indicated thet he was in any greet or particula r 
elver. 

A. A commend passing that point and seeing another command de toyine} as skir-
ntstt.re in the bottom, a half or three quarters of a mile away, certainl y 

:-uld rent mine for a moment that the other roan in any%h et (summand
►rticular .ingerg . 

If Gen. enster in passing there end seeing such deployment would he erec t 
lc retreat in 80 or 40 minutes . 

sir, he would expect it would hole its position . 

on the bill before or after Cen t<;as wve r thing going like clock ,ark 

teen arrived . 

so regular before . _ . after: it was most 

in goin across the bottom or tp the hill.d not refer to clock work 
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That was a little faster than clock week. 

Would it not have been Wetter, as as soldier, to hove been dead i 5 the 
timer than dishonore : on the hill . 

I don't know thayt tht is & proper :question to put tome . Very few men 
but would prefer to die in the timber than to be on the hill degraded . 

aid you hake any careful examination of the Custer battle field, with n 
view to determining there certain fights or certain halts had been made . 

A . h* air. 

true of t hat country . 

A. suite rough. 

eh Chet with a c f i ht iu a pow ., ul enemy e s 
these Indians n et have been there, the almond could hive jade those 
ruler fo tion,e that souls he de on a plain or plateau ? 

.	 	 In that portion of the field company passed over the commend te e 
not, because it wee intersected by ravines, ashy of these very deep . The 
command might have been fighting with ell the enure e.e and bravery possible , 
and still the poeitiou of the bodies might not indicate it. 

You say there were pony troche at that atering place that has been 
spoken of, end indications of there bovine been a groat many ponies there ? 

great many entente there. the d
 


re a t .any y or berm tracks.
 


state eheth r or not a great may ;yen night not have been Brae ed or 
thrown into the river if they. Berea killed there. 

lea, sir ; it is not tmprabablee at ell, but I doubt ifs ythi of the 
kind did occur, ea there were no et lentos of it. 

rations by jar Reno. 

. hid you fool degraded abet you reached the tarp of the hill ? 

A . Not particularly so . 

1 , . If Maj . den_., arith the cord deployed ~n el,iraieh line, was seen by e 
kttid it not iadiea topassing doh on he right aide of the river,cola 

two thiuges fleet, that the enemy wee not tteetn :ran sec mod, that th e 
cavalrymen wore not char in 

; both to my mind . The enemy ware art fleeing, or alasA. It would indient-
there would be ee necessity for the skiraish line.
 


4uesticn a by Recorder. 

taste it sdveners to ascertain the petition of an enemy is not often mad e 
by throwing out n skirmish line . 

eaasary nt ties*, bemuse if they are fleeing they
Yes air, it become a
 

may be fleeing for e purpeae .
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tuesti3ts by MO . Nino. 

. That is not the way cavalrymen charge? 

i, No sir. 

The witseas then retired . 

Then at 1t33 P .M. the court adjourned to =sot at I1 o'clock ` .r. , 

Monday :any. 27, 1879 . 

13th Dt T 

Chicago, Illinois, 
Mon sa y, Jaw. 27, 1879, 

11 o'clock I . M. 

The Court mat pursuant to ad ou nment. 

Present 

Col . John R. King, 9th Infantry 
Col. 'Aasley Merritt, 5th Cavalry 
Lt. col . . B . Rayall, 3d Cavalry. 

Recorder 

1st Lieut . Jesse M. Lee, Alt, 9th In 'sntry . 

Major Ran4 and his counsel were also present . 

The proceedings of the lart asset= were read and a p roved . 

Capt. Moylan being recalled testified as follows : 

Questions by Maj . Reno. 

Q. Do you remember having had a eonverabti -n with Lieut . "hallaee while that 
eammand was in the timber in regard to sandlot! back woavto Gen. Custer 
about the strength and position of the hostile Indians. 

A . I re her boring had a eonvNrsation with Lieut . Wallace about the lodge s 
in the villa a, not the hostile force. Re asked me if I could not send 
word back to Gen . Custer of the feats. There happened to be a half ree d 
Indian by the mans of Jackson there, and I asked his if he a oa ld t€eke a 
message beak. pe looked araun f re he dude reply, then sweeping hi s 
hand ar Fund as is the mennlr of Indians to the left and rear, said no on e 
man could get through there alive . 

The witness then retired . 
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Game Uereadeen, a citizen, a witness called by the keeorder, and 

being ?trot duly sworn to testi fy the truth, the whole truth awl nothing but 

the truth, taestifitd ae follows : 

t tong by the corder ,
 


4tats your Lees, oeeupatio : and residence .
 


A. George Ferendeen ; I have been running on tine prairie as a scout . 
residence is 'dominating M. T. 

-ere You present with any part of tie 7th Cavalry on , the 25th a US th of 
June 1876. 

A . Yes sir. 

In what *away. 
4 . As scout and courier. 

ti, ior whom. 

A . Cea. Custer. 

)u the moraine of the f th of Tun. 1 96, what was th condition of the 
horse you rode in the amebae of that command . 

A . y horse was in good condition . Ea was lame alien I started with hive, but 
he took through all right . He was a good horse . 

t*te whet duty you lid as compered with the command - tr or less . 

A, I had more riding to do than the command would have . 

Describe if you can, the place where the an went into cam on the 
early morning of the 25th. tnte a s ooar as you can how far from the 
river or the divide . 

.
 


,, tee that at the ;lace coffee was m de.
 


A, I don't know: when we went into *map I laid down and wont to sleep 
did not wake up until the order t march ono given . 

When did thin:? command move. 

A . I judge it was not for from `O mile* from then Little big 

A. In the orning . 

C . At what hour .
 


A, I think it wsa directly after ,tari e : it was early.
 


o you know who ordered it to cave . 

A. No sir .
 


darter present wheat it moved .
as en. 
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I think I *Maw dan. Custer than I want out myself. I went to the right 
flank. That was my pia** the night before e I went th+ero that asaarming . 

ass the whole command in motion aaotion when yau went out . 

A. No air. 

are they getting under way.
 


Yes sir.
 


co, tote what you did and shat you saw abet you gat an the divide . 

anent soma distanasee .e dry fork and the command halted . I vent off ,some 500 or 6o' yards from the end as *tetrad there Ail* Gen. Custer 
was an ahead looking; for Indian comp. 

!bat did you sea there, if anything. 

A few minutes befora ti ara, Custar coca doe*- there was a sea t n foyer, 
er half-bred ; he end I were great friends acrd he o ar to ass ha came 
dares. As I was looking a few as dmutes before, I had seen sOma object, bu t 
having but just got a glanea at it I thought perhaps it was a deer, bu t 
asaho has (mac down he asked ae if I had Imam that Indian . I said I had 
seen soma object but I did not kiiow teat it wan . said It wee . en . 
Indian, and Ilea he saw . 7 ='u he run for camp' . Ea said he had seen two 
others with 3 or 4 loose harass and they had run. 

you hoar any orders Ivan that morning by wen . Custer or his Adjutan t 
to eaj . -ieno, if so whore sad at .:bout what hour, and what orders were they . 

A. I heard Garr. Custer tall "Maj . 'keu:a to lead out arid he would be with him. 
how, are about the 'words I understood him to uto . That is all I ord . 

`'t ra was that . 

About a ills or a rail* end o half from the village .
 


How far from the river.
 


A. About three quarters of a exile . 

A as it near euy India lodr . 

A . Yea air right by the side of one. 

.. :Ion far was that teepee from that aroaaial . 

. 

;sj . lama's battalion pulled out . 

A. About three quartets** of a mile 

'sae that the point where 

Yee air, 14j . liens lad ott and I want with him. Directly after Gen. 
Custer used those words he aeai4 'take the scouta with you, too* and I 

and 1 want alon& ae started at a lope and wentsupposed that included s	 	

to the Little tg horn	.	 

aw long did it take you to get there . 
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t`e went in a slow lope. Major keno mid "Keep your horses well in hand , 
boys*, and we took a slow lope so as not to wind our horses, and ws were 
probably d or 6 minutes going down there : I can't tall.. 

,	 	 .tats e:11 that transpired from that time till Maj . Reno's d lilted
 
sad dePl eyed as skirmisher* - wheat condor ation, if any y ::u hod, with
 
Maj . =keno: what orders, if any wore loan by hies, and shat Indi€ena,i f
 
any you saw. 

.	 	 de were loping down to the Little Big hors°:, and I had some. trouble before 
I :ot there and I did not cetoh up till Maj . dodo and the -men with him 
were in the creek. There were six Crow Indians along, and two or throe 
of thee %ere with me . j. Reno wee in the creek at the time : one of the 
Crows called out, in Grow, that tent Aoux were coming to aeet . I 
called across, to no one in particular, to hold on, the : loux were coming 
to ooet us . 1 did not am any Indians, but supposed the drove had . They 
kept on across and 1 thou erosood myself . I did not look back. The 
eo nd meat through the timber and wont oa down in b lope: I kept offto 
the left out of the way. a me advanced down the Tolley fires commonee d 
springing up in the timber. > e kept right on dam the river, facing a 
little point of timber that cams out on the prairie . -*1. Reno's) ()end 
fame up facing that and there a few shots were fired into the timber b y 
the soldiers, I supposed to dram the fire of any Indiene the might be . 
there*. The coal halted there and formed a skirmish line. 

'. .	 	 la going down the valley haw did the horses stems . 

A . They went down in good ttylee I thought . 

d, €=1d you notice any dif `ienitty on the part of the wen in controlling t 
horses. 

A, No sir, only as a shot wee fired occasionally in the command . They kept 
in good shape. 

o did any Indians oppose the advance of the common d dom there . 

I d is not sea any and I me in front . `2 he Indians were sitting still on 
their horses, monad to be await ng our approach, and did not move till 
we got near to where the command amounted, then theyeomooneed =ski u p 

A. 

and skiruishing out . 

Lid' yeas hear any fire re't'urned tr;i the timber by the Indians. 

No	 	air. 

tio was there any reeturneed . 

4 . I think not. If there bed been I would bare ' card tiro balls and I herd 

none. 

woe your position in reefer cee to the colter going down.oho. 

A. About on* lino with it, but to the left. 

.C. It the direction of the enud hills or bluffs 

A . I was between the troops and the bluffs. 
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Now far out fro* the left of the column were you . 
CA. irobably 100 yards 

b . ,Athe command halted and pie; loyud, there did you take your station . 

A. About 1 . rear end on the left, it a little seals. As the tr .:ope dismounte d 
we stop=ped behind co as not to be in the may . They swung to the left, whic h 
left us on the left of the this, 

'. is it clear to the left, or along there . 

A. : +aewisere along in that locality . 

::tats what you did while in that positiaa . 

A . a discounted and sat down end watched the fire of the troops a few minutes . 
There ware r' Indians near enough to moot at, so we mat there . The trew s 
were firing rapidly. {e e.ul see Indiana an the bills but so ter off i t 
was no use to shoot at them. There were two men with ms - Reynolds an d 
Girard - end ve proposed to all shoot at one Indian, is fired but all 
our shots fell short. That wan the only shot we fired there. 

Q . Hoe few were your sights raised . 

A . I did not use reseed sichts, but the others did. e judged our shots 
reached from ?CO to 000 yards . e could eons all the balls strike short of 
the Indian. 

.. At that time were there say Indians nearer to the caw than that one
 


Indian.
 


A. I could not see any . 

; . mid you see any Indiana at all in the bottom. 

A . A little farther down the valley then the one we shot at on the hill I 
saw Indians, and after tbx:t they got closer, probably within 3 or 4 hundre d 
yards . 

estate ho* long you remained there and what you did after* 

i :ireetly after we tired thet shot, we took our horses in the timber and 
tied them so they would not be any trou'd to us as as eipeated b sta y 
there and fight on foot . In aiming out I got sepegrnted from my partners 
and was alone after that . %hen I cam out I saw Indiana circling around 
the hills sad c,aming in the valley closer to us. As I ease cut I was in 
a pettiest where I could not see th troops : I was facing the way we 
ewes in and the soldiers were facing the bluffs . I stnye there and saw 
Indians coming in and presently the firing ceased en the part of th e 
soldiers ens the Indiana aeon* in elorer naming, within 40 or L0 stop o f 
me and run , into the timber. I gat in some nice shots there, but as the 
firing hnd ceased I went to see whet the trews ware d nine . I went down in 
the timber and the horses were gene w none but wine was left . I got on 
him end rode through into a little ;park or glade jr the timber. There I 
saw some trap 's, probably a company, drswr up in line facing the creek a s 
the stream run. 
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Did the etreaa► umhe a bend about there. 

Thar* vase a bend below. They were not facing the bend, they were facing
north and south nearly ; that is the right would be to the south, 

Q, Look at this map and see if you can locate about your position in the 
timber when you went fro the prairie into the timber. 

1 eon describe it by that open place but not by the balance of it i 

c, ;ay that dotted line was the skixmiesh line, but not extending at that 
tar, where rue your poeition, 

I should call thet advance line the akirrieh line. 

, 4tote the position you occupied at the time . 

A . The witness then marked about where his nos it ion nce with a figure '40 : 

:	 . From there go on and describe your movement into the timber. . 

I went down into that opening * •
 


here were the Indiana you sew.
 


. 	 They mime around to our lift and vent into the timber. s there was no 

firing on the line they came closer end cloeer . `here was firing from 

the line otiose toward* the bluffs, but it a low,: rifle range end the 
-
Indians a riding around on the hills and in the bottom about one third 
of the way from "V* to "e, workir, in that way towards the timber, en d 
when the fire of the tree s sed they came straight across to the timber . 

i. .	 when you were there firing at the Indians did they return your fire. 

A. A fee returned it . 

. Did they seem to r .:O+.ai or respect your } in . 

A.	 They cm* right along : it did not turn them* 

d. Row n n7 did F see come in there . 

A . Twenty or 25, and they were still coming when I rode into the timber . 
They did not dome together but ewe straggling along. 

„bat was their firing tie regards thathoopa i 

A . The Indians were net firing at the troops . 3 or 4 shots were fired et me 

as they went along. They cold just see :zy heed and shoulders as I stood 

in zr buffalo troll leading into the timber . 

.etata whet experience yo== have had in Indian werf 

. I heve been in that country about 10 yesare end have been in a good man y 
ge te, one within aboutIndian fie bte. I have been in 3 very heavy a 

15 miles of that plea*, one within about 50 miles and one within abou t 

12 ;ilea. 

Bove you generally been employed by the . overument out there . 
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I have some, but not e greet deal. The fights I have been in out thero 
I was with citieans, 

late from that place in the timber how many men it would have required to 
have checked those Indiana or driven them out at the time they were comin g 
in. 

A . Ten men could have stop :se c timing in et that one point, in my judgment * 

eo. How long leers ylu at that particular place - in that buffalo trail before 
you left it . 

A. I was there probably d or 1 minutes. I fired ? or shots* 

let a you mounted or discounted. 

A . Dismounted * 

tste if you rejoined the command in the tiaher or in that vicinity* 

A . As I started to find the email they were standing still mounted in tha t 
park - whet I could apse of then* 

early could you see . 

A* here was a line extending along one side of that square, I did no t 
notice particularly how may. I saw they were drawn up in line. 

In what direction were the troops you sew there toeing in relation to th e 
village. 

A . They ear's fatting at right angles . That is the left was down the river . 

How were they, in close order or in skirmish line . 

A. I judge in Blase order . 

.	 :h*t do you mean by aloe* order.
 


As close as the heroes could and together.
 


hid you see rlaj . Remo there, end if so what was he doing .
 


A . He was sitting on his hoarse in the perk . 

Q . re you near him* 

A . I rode to within about 'ix feet of his on his right . 

. old you a;;nsk to him. 

d, sir . 

=id he speak to you . 

A . he sir. 

hear his give any ; rEera or instructions at that time.7 

• I heard him order the troops to dismount, and there was a volley fired by 
the Indians - I judge the mapm Ind iene gilt came in and that l 'bad been 
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firing at. `here was an Indian st t:din : on Major ono' as front not more 
than 8 or 10 fawn: from him. ds I rote in there and got straightened u p 
and saw how everything ley, this volley was fired, and this, Indian an d 
a soldier ma hit. The soldier hallooed and Maj. acme gem the order to 
dismount, and the soldiers had just struck the ground Alen ha ue the 
orde to MOunt, an then everything left the timber on a run. 

r ho was th it Indian, if l know. 

:. Be was :walled "Bloody—Knife" . 

near ma he to j. Rena en he was killed . 

8 or 1 twat to his right and front . 

o did you see start from there and describe the seanear of start i . 

. Asa er o started out, and the line broke to get out as far as I could 
I stood there a see: or so, and they were getting out at any 

plsece they ea find. There was a dense undergrowth there and ther e 
could not more then one man <:;et out at .* tine ; they had to go in single 
file on some trail tb-- t had been made by buffalo or a me animals . 

You sae the *emend leave the t isber. 

I ssw it 

Did the man app ar to be frighttened or n t time. 

x t volley and the . sesa hollering os and they 
Ten. . 

• did you follow thew. 

A. Tea sir. 

Q . Were you frighte*e*. 

I was not till after I got dismoasnted . I thought 
I bed a pretty gaol poe_ ition and there was nothing; to at frightened at* 

. 

earth* what occurred after that : the manner in which the command vent 
the bottom, 9nd why you hid not you did . not . 

I started end got to the a of the ttkber: s= of the men rare iassi > 
me and all were goissa se test as spurs would make an emerican horse go, m e 
I started y horse. Where was a dense aloud of dust and I could hot am , 
where I ma going. 1 got out ado ,t 130 yards and my horse went don. I don't 
know whether he stumbled or me hit, be was hit when I found him after, be t 
he went down and I went of*, I got beak into the timber. Mennen, 
passing me all the time, everyody ass running for their lie. 
Indians liked to have run over as an I fell ; probably 0 I inane ran 
almost over me. I got up and turned and went right been into the tither. 

s 

t the tine the command lift the tuber see any officer or hea r 
any officer waking any attsm t to ato , or halt the man ; if sso,etette whe t 
officer and what he ears doing* 

As I started heck en} got utter the timber the awn mare still coming 
end from the other side of the timber or right seer the timber, I heard a n 

. 
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officer trying to halt is men. I think he said 'Cony A men halt -let us tight theme for God's sake don't run .' I don't remember his words, but I reme +sr t i e btllooi ,
 


was that the substance of it

. 

A. Yes Sir. 

r;id the .den seats to be firing with their revolvers when they left. 

I saw no shots fired . The Indians were not paying es much attention as
they Went out a e after they got out stirs. I saw one man throw his gun 
away as he was going out of the timber . He got left behind, end I don' t 
suppose hokum what he was doing. 

het did you find beak in-the timber . 

A . A few men dismounted and some haunted . I advised them to go into the 
timber and try end stand the Indiana off, as there was no use trying to 
gat sway by running as I had tried that. They turned back into the timber 
and stayed there . 

-id yes find any Indians therm. 

No sir.
 


state if the men yo . found in there had any ammunition.
 


A. Yes sir, they all n ; arsd to have plenty. There were y or 8 horses in 
there . Aboet half the peen ware masted and abo t half dismounted . The 
men who had harass tied plenty of ammunition in their saddle bags . 

here you and they molested by Indians in there . 

A, No air. 

C . Now long did you vin there before leaving. 

I judge near two he =ref 11:m4 *kite the time exactly 

Bo did the men when l first went in there. 

:`=verybody ate a goad deal frightened when I first got in there, but we 
'a aousideredhad plenty of time to cool off as nobody was molesting us. 

we ware in a desperate pia** and had to do seething, and commenced 
cleaning our guns and getting our ememaition ready for a fight if it di d 

come. 

left and you had gone heck into the timber di drtter ej . ? sno's calmed
 

if so wh* re, and describe it .
you hear any firing, 

. I herd firing after we had been in there some time . had got nettled 

doer and were talking over ttere. 

C. ale* your idea of the time. 

Mae Under.It vin not over malt an hoer ; I thi •k
 


. eeseribe thet firing.
 


A. It began in volleys. I heard a treat : .y #allays,tired, then between 
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the volleys and after the volleys *eased there 'Pere scattering shotas . 

c . That was doom the stream . 

A. Yes sir.
 


q, Have you been over the hunter bett'Lef iold .
 


A, Yea air.
 


;bat was the direction of that firing it referent. to the place those 
man were found . 

A. Thet would he the right direction - it came from that direction . 

;_ . Now long before that fire died sway entirely tram the time you first
 

heard it.
 


A . It might have lasted an hour : I think not over an hour. 

After that did you hear any firing on the right bank of the stream. 

A. No sir. 

A id you hoar any scattering mhotaaa. 

A . No sir I did not . 

t did you think it was t the time you heard this volley fi
 

epee k of.
 


A. I thought it -es "en . Custer. 

Q. Was that imi reaei zn changed att'rwardc or was it antis . 

It was confirmed . 

(k: . You hove scouted that country 'over hove you not. 

A. Yea sir. 

no's *mound pulled the& of en .You remember the dace where -*J . 
Custer to go to the crossing . 

A. Yeah tir o 

You know where Gen . ::uaster was ?fund v i th his m afterwards. 

A. Yes sir. 

I want you to take into consideration the tine that alopecid afte r 
flono got to the plate where he bolted end formed the skirmish line, and 
the en ge t following it, end stets where Gen . Custer oast have been 

Reno left the timber with his *amend ,at the time 40 . 

g,. Be must have been about half way from the starting point and -hhers he had 

his fight . 

Here is the point " ;" ahowin the crossing of raj . Reno in the first 
instance - how do you mean halt way to the place he de his fight. 
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I judge thew at the time .. .a j. haw left the timber visn. Custer was Maui
opposite where we were. I judge th t by the d intense ; I did not see hit at all. 

1esignate it on the map if y cm can.. 

A . I don't like this sup, I don't think it shows the country . 

. This swap don't sho p where they separated, but remember "there Maj . Reno 
pulled ahead, and t<'to into eonsidereti n the time it gook to &et there, 
and the movements there at the timber by the commend, any knowing th e 
country as you do, and the battlefield of Can . Custer, how near was awn. 
Custer to his battlefield when raj . eerie left the timber ith his command . 

It would be just a ;guess, depending on how feat he ens traveling. He 
ought to have been beyond t j. ' tone's position on the hill about hale e 
mile. I should not think he was over twenties from hie battlefield wher e 
he was found . 

q. Locate on the map about where that would be. 

A . I don't know how fast Gen . Custer was traveling, cud it ee ld be a mere 
guess. A ran with * good fast horse could have gone there before Maj . 
Deno left the timber . 

If these lines represent Gen . Custer's trail about hew far would that be 
on this rap s 

I know that eountry, and from the point we called la g's Hill there is a 
"tort of Beale mule down and it in nice traveling to the week that runs 
in there. I was not over Gen. Custer's trail that season but I see the 
at, but it was so obliterated then that I don't know exactly where it was . 

Ce it time was it when you left the timber as near as ye s could judges 

A . I can't tell - it was late in the afternoon. 

'id you rejoin that command , i f so with whom. 

A. I did with 1I enlisted men. 

ere they in the timber with you that lay, or dis you k them up goin gQs 
over . 

A. lrey were with me n the timber - 3 were wounded. 

uo yo u know when they were wounded . 

A. I do not. 

Q. )o y u know *ether it vas before tb commend left the timber or whil e 
in the act of leaving the timber. 
I think one rten told me he was wounded as he got outside of the tube r 
after he was distaeunted . 

'hat command did y: join end shore. 

I joined Me j . no' a amend on the opposite side et* the river on the bluff . 

Vol. 1, p.250 



�

Q. Did you take those men with you. 

A. Listen men want with me, two did not . 

Q, Were they wounded men or not . 

A, They were well men. 

4. there did you cross the river when you joined the end. 

A. '4e left the vicinity of thet little park sad went out in the bend and 
crossed right in the bend . 

4• Did you see the troops rhich you joined. 

A. We Oaw troops On the hill as we crossed . 

did you see troops below that as you Buses out . 

A. After we crossed we started up that little valley on the other side befor e 
we started u'- the bill, and just before we got to where we could see th e 
position of the trop: e we saw an officer and soma men start tawsrds u s 
curd we went up, .and some trors were on the search down the ridge . 

Whose company did y :ru most . 

A. I don't know 'hose co Buy: I not Lt . Sternum and 4 or 5 men casing t o 
meet us. 

4. Did you encounter any Indiana coming out or the tier. 

A. Only five ; they fired one shot end ee returned it and they run. Me t 
was all the opposition we had . 

C . What was the command doing when y)u got on the hill, engaged in firing 
on the enemy. 

A. They were not engaged, they were marching down. They became engaged in a 
fee minutes after . As I was coning up the hill I saw Indiana advancin g 
in that direction. 

Q. 4hsn you got on the hill was the pooh train up . 

A. Yes sir: as I got up the pack train was just opposite me . 

Q. you participate in the battle on the bill on the 25tbh and 28th of June . 

A. Yea air, we were correled on the hill those days . 

Q. tore you aesirned to any post, if no by whose order . 

A . I ma not . 

Q . ::tote whet you saw going on there . 

A. I cot ld see only pert of it ,- in the immediate vice14ty of sh+A ■ I was. 

4. Where were you . 

A. The first night I was in the center . hen my horse fell he hurt me and 
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I got wet crossing the river a that night I laid among the horses, stud
the nett day I was with "A" eO	 	 s*y. 

chat kind of a crooning was it where you come over . 

A. It woe a steer out bank, and the waster wee about up to sty shoulder . 

Row was it on the other side. 

A. A gravelly her. 

q, HOw was the timber . 

A. It was scattering. 

Q. flow scattering . 

A. I can't tell a e t the tixhar, I hover thought of it before. I rfneeber 
seeing timber and there was brush on that creek on the other aide. 

Q;. Tae it dense. 

A, Teo sir part of it. All through the valley there was on occasional t rs e 
and cams brush, enough to conceal a man walking along . 

&id you ass Maj . Reza on the hill on the 7'5th and 26th daps of June . 

A . Directly after I got on the hill I had a conversation with hhoj . `ero. Re 
.	 	 **lied to me to interpret for him and Helf•Xelloo-To o . He wanted to
 


inquire about the Indian cue. I celled the Indian up and he went up
 

whore he could look oven into the valley . Maj . iteno wanted hie . opinion
 

about what the Indiana were going to do, as they had t*ken their lodge s
 


down. Half-Fellow-yaps said he thought they were going off, and then w e
 


away. A short tie after Maj. Reno celled his back mod asked "Rom i s
 

this, the lodges are sell up again?" They were all eterdi g g as they were
 


in the first ;Mace. U. told he didn't know. That was all the conversa-
tion I had with him on that day .
 


tette► whet officer opp.ared to oo exercising command there, errd state what 
he did . 

A . I was x of in a position where I could see all of the co nod : 1 could 
see only about three commies but the commander I did see wee wept . 
Bentsen on that pert of the field. 

what portion of the field do you refer to, the right or left ea you faced 
the Indians. 

As we faced the Ind iaaa it on -1d be both . 

Q• oeesaribe Capt. aeuteou's position there ; Nether on. a knoll or hill to the 
right, up stream* 

A . I should cell it on a knoll to the right ; it !mold be up the-river th e 
"ay 1 man facing ; .1% would be on ay i ;ght. 

Q. tether or not you saw the Indian villa o, and if so when, and b w 

y ledges do you estimate it to caned in, and state the facts upon which 
;
 

you base your estimate.
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w the Indian village or the greater pert of it azey how# I suppose al l 
of it while I was en the hill oorreled with raj . eno the first afternoon. 
It was a large $ 't*. I think of reboot 1200 lodges. I have seen a great 
many camps and this was the largest I ever sew by a great deal. 

Lid you sea the lodges and the please the bed bean. 

I morel, trek an eye view, f, ud oetisated from what I had seen in other 
damps* 

▪ tete h w ouch ground the I Len village covered . 

That would be herd to tell. In opinion they eyed ee the day before• we got thexae in the >orning,. It covered a ,fit dead of ground they were 
not using when •e got there. 

.'rate whether or not in a eat of Iia frequently change the posi-
1 of their lodges. 

A. Yes air, frequently after once ; place for a day or two, the y 
*hangs if only to get a *lean pla ea . 

Did you see the Indian village nova oft on the nth. 

, Tee sir. 

Describe the length end width of it, an i t 

A. It r s nearly dark end I *mild only sae a blef =ass wing sway. You 
oauId not distinguish an Indian on horsey-back to know it wee on Indian . 
It might here been 2 =ilea long, and probably half a -_ail* rides. They 
sees to be in a goed deal of a burry to change camp . 

_. .,ta hne nanny Indians y saw ettncki g major heao's poe
 


afternoon of the 5th or/de 26t2 .•
 


I could not judge the nuer only by the firing ; you could ,rat sea the 
Indians themselves. There may have been tour or five hundred around hie 
at b ti . y s erianee is they don't put m1l their men in a bunch ; 

they have enough for relicts they have these * i sri were enough o f 
them to hold every position * 

t	 . eta yew knew the point occupied by Cap tier's c pinny below Maj . nos e 
posit ore after it moved dom. 

A . lee air. 

ante	 it away free MO j . hg's putties . 

Probably half a mile ; y be .ire: 

whether during the fight Indians occupied th't hi11..tat. 

A. Yes sir I saw Indians on it * 

a ..	 Mate if they fired free these intro the connd * 

they fired at tie from vary long range, a as the ballsI a r t toy*
 

weeld fall us we could pick them up.
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Tram all you saw during tb,ea two daeys or afterwards, stets whet eras your
estimate of the effeetivs fighting fore. of that hostile village, andstate how you arrive at it. 

A. I judge there were 5500 fighting men.
 


eat: y€ t mean by fighting men.
 


everything ,able to handle a gun . I arrive at it by the
 
 er of lodgesA. 
and vices. I think there vas a large force of Indians who had no women 
along. 

c. y you not be oone.iderably in error as to the number of lodeea there . 

A. Yes air, I may be. 

^ . ° ithin what limit would you put it. 

I eduld not say within That limit . 1 always have seti fed then at tha t 
number . I have seer, 700 or lodges together before ; and I judge .there
 

were nil of 1500. there.
 


:.:fete hew many rounds of ammunition you fired there in the tissh e
 


Probably ten made .
 


h,• Pro yaw experience in Ind ien fights how long could a eommend of 100 men 
have held out in that timber with cix or seven th usand rounds of ammuni-
tion judiciously used. 

A. I don't think the Indiatns could have gotten th a out of there at : Il if 
water and provisions . 

C;uestioes by Maj . Reno. 

ban you leid -do t to sleep on the morning of the 25th and did not t ek e 
any coffee, you . were pretty well ex eted were you not . 

'A. .o sir.
 


Not very tired.
 


A. No sir ; we hed~anight rah. We had slept till M oioak the evening 
before and then i rahed till probably 2 o'clock and then laid down age in. 

long did you sleep that time .
 


I don't know how long : I c►'t stets the hour we searched.
 


q. What do you estimate it at . 

Probably 7 o'clock.
 


You slept from what time in the ruing till 7 o'clock.
 


.
A . I laid down about 3 I ex eat 

. -`here wars you when Gee. Custer Iowa the order to j . issue that you have• 
column.stated - at what part of the 
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A . I was standing still right by the side of that lodge . I hed helped toout it open to see what one in it . 

Q, Was the corn in notion or not . 

A. It was in motion. 

Q. Near what pert of the column were you. 

A, Gen . Custer was nearly vppoeite ma, mithin probsbly 15 feet of as coring
eft lodges etood off the trails few feet . 

he was She jor heno and rho was with him . 

A . I met say who was with him, he was right there* in front as I bearrc th e 
*ord. spoken. 

Was be alone or with oamrzay. 

There was a party of men with him, I don't know who, I suppose hi s 
orderlies and an officer or to, I can' t say. 3°robebly 10 or 15 men wer e 
with him. 

How load after did you mount and join the command . 

A. I was meted at the time and started right out . Ike kept on the trail 
end I was prob& ly ten feet to the right of him. 

Did you have Malin eight till you reached the force . 

A, I did till my horse fell. 

row close to the ford was that . 

A, itbi 300 or 400 yards , 

``id he reeeive any other orders from Gen. Custer or from his adjutent . 

A, Not that I know of . 

no ya: know whether Lieut . wallaee and Lieut . Here were with =e j. ieao 
on the way to the ford from that point . 

I do not know . I was not aequainte d with they off ieers except Can. Custer, 
Ma j . Reno and Liesut s . dare and verb. 

C . Tau aid not sea Lieut. Cook deliver an order to 40 . Reno. 

A . No sir. 

C . The order y.:xi : heard delivered we. ron Gen. Custer himself. 

A . Yes sir. 

with whom did you stop when the command was halted and deployed in skir-q. 
mish line. 

rasa Crow Indian , Girard and Charley Reynolds are all I remember., i bb re 
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Ole 1r

uWhom did yo di git. 

. As **on as the troops di ted .
 


ore
 then with yci at that time . 


They ware nrswsd near as is that she there.
 


.
 
 o n after you d ismounted did the scouts soot no
 

.o set there a oh* time 'atoms the troops tiring,. They h
e ford in

too and were tiring. , ware d is+ tss ing the matter and tho t we would
 

take a shot s
 

e y fixed the point at which you dismounted . 

In the vicinity of the am-e 4 .
 


Look at this figure 0 1" and state if that was at this point at which you
 

and iron' sd 7ooynol d a were,
 


This is not ny idea of the growl*
 


Row farts it from the point to the point "4' cording to the seals
 

of this sstp.
 


A. That is smoothing I don't know . 

Acooiding to your knowledge of the tntry what would you estimate the 
dietanoe to be , 

4. It was probably throe or four tissa farther t1 I w ld make it by s guess . 
1 judge by the seals it is a quarter of a ale. 

C. The point A la is sp ot the point hors you diomoun 

A, It would be if you took the points on thou, as correct whore the 
owl fore it would be about the s ms pines.
 


Row lmg id you remain in that swain.
 


A. °robsbay 6 or ? minutes . 

t. . era sea i . R ono that ti end *hat wa s 0 

I did not see hio. 

4iee be in front of the it a aecordin to any k *ledge y avo from any 
"Auras . 

A. I know nothing about it. I sew tho troops and woo watching them fire. 
I sew -o &floor end paid no attention to their m000mente there . 

' to was during that period .Yore don't know whore rej .
 


No ieiro
 


bat did you do after you arose from the Swale .
 


I took y horse to the tlabor and tied him .
 


o. id you nos Maj. kayo of that tills 

p 
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A, No sir. 

At what part of the tier did you tie your horse . 

Nearly straight down fry ohere 1 wee. I did not go to the glade but 
tied him bottom then mod• and - the prairie . 

wma the skirmish this dcsng during that time . 

A. I could hear than firing at the time I tied horse. 

wily tar not . 

A . Yoe, a. very good skirmish tire. 

s. You had fired no shots had you. 

Teo, ono shot. 

-y . was at the distant Dion you spoke of. 

A . Yes sir. 

that did you do after you tied your orse. 

A . I oa out .
 


CO To the skirmish line.
 


A. No sir. 

What do you mean, 

I cruse right b=ek out of the timber the . way I went In. 

Would that be in the rear of the skirmish line .
 


It woAid be the acme position I was in before ,
 


were you gone tying. your Marne and coming hack.
 


Probably 5 minutes.
 


were the ea then on . the s line .
 


I could hear them firing. then I came out y attent ion was attracted by
 


t ie Indians coming cant : . I c uId see than coming on the hills.
 


In considera ;£le numbers or not .
 


A. :eatterins, not a groat many, 

d they ooktinue to come iz ao side►rt lei nu hers. 

They did not seem to incresee in number any . 

„ .r the number of Indians on thot bottom :stween t skirmish line 
he ford *0 at the time that column retired from th- Haber . 

A . I . ;on't know. 257 
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Have you any estimate* 

A . fen I left the line and vent to met y horse I rode the other way into .
the park. I don't know what number had got there. 'hey can rids prett y
fast* 

can you rive an sstiaate of the number of Indians between the skirmis h 
line and "A" 

A. Aosst of them got around and got into the tiMher. -'`hey started to corm 
from the bills and came in on the left. That is all I know about it. 

Have you any )red arzt to give of the number of̀  Indians on the prairie a t 
the time the command left the lumber . . 

A . I s not out there at the tiles a ean't tell* 

shat did yOu do attar am. n, out, and what* did you g o and what did* . 
see• 

L, I sa 	 * buffalo trot t and waited for the Indians to come up . 

a the skirmish line doing at that time still firing, 

,t . They were for % few sea s and t3tern canoed ; after the Indi6*s got +ales 
enough for as to tire, there was no tiro from the line * 

y, . what was the line doing. 

A . I don't know* 

by oboes order any ()hangs of position was made . 

A . No sir. 

iiow long was it before the skirmish line was withdrawn to the timber fro m
 

the time it was deployed.
 

I age it was lv minutes.
 

L}. Chet lid you do when the Indians came close enou h for you to fire. 

I wont in the timber and untied -=y tore()* 

t point 'no not as far towards the Indian village as the glade itself. 

A . Tha glade was between the village an my horse. 

C . :su did not have to pass through the glade to get your horse.. 

. 

u Brant and untied your horse .fro was Major How at the tip 

A. I don't know . When I mounted and rode into the glade I saw him. 

and untie your hors* * a. Why did you go 

A. I heard no tirt1ag from the troops and salted to g0 and see whet they 

were doing. 258 
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Where were the troops t the time you untied your hors* . 

I don't know; when I cline to the aside there wee tho t part which I 

When yo t untied your horse hod the troops left the timber. 

The part I sew were on their horses in 

Did you untie your horse and go in there before th« troops left th e 
timber. 

A . Yes sir, before the troops I sew there left. 

. Before any of the troops, so far ea you know, bed left the timber . 

. Yoe	 sir. The troops I spook of assn the troops I saw in the glad e
 

mounted: I don't know whether :hot meal of the a or dy
 

rt of it Thrt port I sew wh'n soma out .
. 

*here did you see those mounted troops after you got on your horns . 

o, In t2 ,_ t glade. 

ono gave the commond dismount when you eta* U . 

Yes sir. I reset up he was ssltttng on hie horse . I stood there a 
d or two, en ugh;. to notice what west going on.
 


Be afterwards goo* the command mount .
 


Tea sir.
 


C, Seo oany troops were about him end - of what *tampon es 

I do not know of Chet companies* I judge thore rest a roe yen 
there that I sari : I don't know bow fair they extended out of my sight. 

ode there uses all of ut eo ny formed.In that
 


give or satinet* of the number .
 


udese there tr *re 50, just guessing at i t
 


•' Ileac were y1 


z"robbly within six foot of hisso
 


did Ma j. Repo do when he ordered the eecim *nd to :xtnt.
 


ed throw h the tissher .
 


r not*
 
. 

': . Yes ho otorted rapidly . 

C . Did he succeed in riding raYN id i y tb ro€gh t 

A. he passed out of y sight ',wry soon. 

. Did you have an opportunity to follow him. o 

A. There was nothing holding a fro o following him .
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'Did all the soldiers follow ht o those 50 you spoke of . 

A. I don't know. They went out of tho timber. 

DO you know Wither he sontinood to rids rapidly without stopping .'t the 
edge of the tier. 

A. Do sir I can't coy. I started right out of the tis r, but did n ,
very test, but as i ems out the men were going oar000 the preirio ou $
deed run. I don't knot who a Maj. -ono was at the tine. 

Z . tar was thot from the edge of the timber you saw him start on his hors . . 

A . I judge it wee probably 9 feet . 

oould/i3s through it ., .f 

A. ho air. 

o. id you am Capt . &Dylan at the edge of the timber. 

A . No sir. I did not acs plat anywhere it the fight . 

. You did not ass Maj . Paso spook to s t. oylan, or tarry cr=ib him. 

I did not .
 


you know to what comzponn the ?g
in 1 

A . I know tholes was a man or two of .Aw **army. 1 eun't stmt. ea to the 
others. 1 hard them talking among themselves . 

auld there not be s :nething on their uniform or Sep 

A. '3eeeasi oriel iy a n hods letter on hie cep, but they , rr l ly wore whet 
kind of a hot they pleased, and not al . had their letters on their hots . 

Don't y know that moot of then belonged to Co . A. 

I. O sir, I do uot, 

o y : know they belted to any other coopany tha n 

A. I thl k thole. were ma from moo thou one company . 

umber do you fix as bat nging t other cape - tee than .A" . 

mot tell you anything bout t 

'diva r000ineu there two bars. 

A. I judge; abwt t1u t. 

m on .ero still left in the timber. 

A . That is what they state. 

O id yoo at the time of 3r wing the tiober they were thers.know 

A. I did not» 
PbdfiVim-+ 
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Did J* ecr, irerd in the tir be r . 

No sir, not in the timber* 

2 hears you were in the timber, what pert of it could you see . 

at the ews of the rt, send c €tee tr where I ley into 
he pare, enti into the timber a eat the hill on the other Bide. 

At really ew, at whet p5atut the eolume of Custer ceased to follow 
ection the column o j. ono took. 

I do not : I di 1 

t the time the' shirmiaa line ems being deployed the tire ; horse ome T 
of the column of which it the a part, a at the point mwrka 
pm:11 oat the asp, on the right begin of the river, whe=re a ul« 
in all probability have been at the time ea~jar Reno left the timber . 

That would be a other gums* with e - as to hew ter they could in that 
length of time. 

to .ould they have had time get to th$ at 0 30 . 

A. They would have had time enough to g 

q. whet is the ohmmeter of the oeuntry toward s 

1 otat that what le called •left's Hill is the highest point on th e 
ridge in that ti e 

st circular to indicets the posi t J . took. Hoe far 
from. there pan the count towards "P .
 

to that highest point Wier' ee IAA - rerobabiy► half a mile dom.
 

Bow long otter `a► j{,ear ie e'ee command l ft tba timb-:r did you hoer the t
 

ge:tea^el firing in the direction 'fern. Curter. ee body
 was afterwards found . 

A . W e ktad Aht in the-timber and had go% cooled doer and were etedying up 
a =at hears boon in these 0 minutes .plena whet t do to ekt Out. 

and eat dep leyie e s a skirmish tee theif at the time had . < oeo's C 
column with the grey horse car =p*s►y was at the point *T0 0 in P? minutes 
after eaj : Remo*a command left the timer, uld they not have had tim e 

B .to get farther then 

air. 

time the skirmish line has eilepioyad b y. If the copier bed been at 02" at t he 
. Reno, w t°eid it eat have had time to have done considerable firing, at~
 


3" if there was eny fight there.
 


.A . I don't think there was any f i*ht there 

.roger to the firm you did yourself, were you not very matchQ. 
interested in hitting the Ind e n you were firing at . =e~s not your atten-

tion wholly celled to your employment . 

t. if course I was int rested i : =y shot . 

Vol. 2ti11, 



�

Would YOU not have beoa inattentive to firing is other directions as longas you were firing yourself . 

A . No sir. 

:te you think you would hear the tiring of others as well as if yeti ha dnot been firing yourself. 

A. I was thinking of the position I was in, not hearing any more firing from 
the troops, flotilla Indians coming, in so close . No firing being done l a 
my roar, I supposed the Indians would join very soon . 

;t, . © y'u kz ww whether the troops laid in the edge of the timber . 

A . I Gould not sty. 

.0o you know how doh eniunition they had . 

A. Judging from what the men who had horses left in the timber, they ha d 
plenty. they had sin or won packages of ammunition each. 

Lid the en have in their saddle bags more than 51 rounds of 'munition 
each. 

A . They bad all of that. They had more than we wanted , 

. Did the tro 'a have 6000 or 700Q rounds of cartridges . 

A . I don't know. 

Q. The estimate you base on what the troops could do .with that number of 
cartridges would depend on whether they had that number . 

A. I beard it said that the men had 101 rounds each probably 80 in thei r 
saddle bags and 40 in their bolts. 

Q. You tired Nora aerefully than the troops and less frequently. 

A . I don't know about that . yaw 100 men firing and you can't tell whether 
they are firing slower than you or not . 

,. . The firing was so fre4uent you eou1d nat distir isb the individual firing . 

. 

In point of fact how much of La j. eno's *o i tst did you see in the timber . 

. 

A. No; I did not see them fire only it the first pert of it 

A. I did not see Maj . Reno at all only at the time he loft 

,. Ahile in the timber how much did you see of him. 

start probably halt a minute whileA . I saw him give two orders and saw
.g Char- before that volley was fired by the Indians .etandi. 

Was Capt . Bentsen the senior captain on the hill-top. 

A . I believe he was . 

'~ . Be would be the 'second in end would be not . 

.A. I judge so, as far as I know about military natters262
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ruestiana by the recorder. 

Q . Might not Lieut . ook have given an order to Maj . Reno and 7 i now know
it. 

A, He weld have done it. 

. now long was it eft sr b. j. Reno halted his commend and deployed it til l
 
the commend left the tiaher .
 

i judge about 20 minutes . 

Q . You have scouted that country aver ; describe it frost Maj . no t e position 
on the hill down the stream to the place where *eon. Custer's battlefield 
was. 

A . I don't consider it at easy country to go through when you get to th e 
creek. It is a deep Greek ; what we call a had-land creek, with cut beak s 
and bard to get through unless the Indians or the buffalo had made trail s 
through it. 

.. H~e would a commend paasiug over it the first time o down. 

A. In single file . 

eoutd you keep near the river or head it off as the best place. 

A . I would keep near the river myself . 

eeecribe the country from there on. 

A. It is rolling hills ; some deep cuts, ':mot Rosy to go over. It is a rise 
I call it from this creek to the pros where Om . Gunter and the men wit h 
him lay, 

;Describe the ravine "Uw if there is one there. 

h . I didn't know th~t I could describe that. I did of pay each attention to 
the field . I was on the hill ±ate- : re Gen. Custer lay the next year, but 
m~ bust sa was to scout the country thoroughly for 10 or 12 miles around 
for the men that were never found . 

';uee=tions by M*j . Reno. 

The ravine you speak of L a lover down the river then 

That plate said to he a ford is at the m 'uth of a creek that comes i n 
there.
 


You were not attached to any eo y, but were on Method duty.
 


A. Yea air. 

cusstions by the Court . 

e. tiers you over the field is dieteli= after the battle . 

e, 14o sir, I wee sent dote tit's a +o perry of the rd Cavalry into the Indian 
ccnp to help destroy whet the left, &me that many went through the 
ereek just whore the 7th Cavalry were burying their dead, eta,, then wen t 
back into the hills. 
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where d id you a roes. 

,± .	 	 Light under the hit : that ' e a . Custer hey on. There is a eros51 there . 
I should sexy the Indiana crossed there . 

ei3 you notice the% piece na" on the right side of the river . 

,t . I was there the next yam'. I judged when I was there that what the y
called the watering pines was at the mouth of that creek . 

=3s; ao you conclude there was no fighting done there . 

eeauaee it *ea ae near to where I was that I should h eve heard the firi g 
more plainly . 

. ;o y":x: know she there . . 

A . The next year there was a good ford- there right tx the violet ty of the 
mouth of the creek . 

.	 A command moving from above there, haw 'meld t to the gl ee wh ere
 
the 4) dies *ere found afterwards * with a view to getting a go route .
 

A . It wee easy only at one pleeee, where that *reek *am. in, and they a ei 
cross at the mouth of it she rte I Tee myself . 

?rem your knowted a at t tr'y, tram the point Sher the *emends 
se , treted That was the 'rehab le route of aen. Custer, or have any 
ideee in regard to that? ;hat teail do you think he tv :k, and p ia be 
to this_ eat-ring place or strike the river lower does . 

A. I should think they eou3.d nom to the river to get around easy. There 
was a stile that led to the creek and then they could foil& the cree k 
down. 

Were there any evidences that tint ties the trrail ten . Cheteti's command 
tok. 

I died tot „ over it till the next year end can't say.A.
 


.e htet avideeese of fighting did yea see arysharet an that f laid after sr s .
 


A. I s rot over it at that tine only to go e$ru the river oppoatte .ores . 
aE y soldiers bodies over i the Indian ville go or ties any .t .	 	 hid you find 

A. No air.
 


The eiteaas then retired .
 


. 'errynee, 5th CAT, e w itnose es f led by the order, and being
Capt. S. 

the truth, the whole truth and nothing but th efirst duly acorn to tee;4tif:
 


truth, tes:atifieed as follows :
 


ueest i on a by the Recorder .
 


% . :late .your name, rain., r itent and where eerving.
 


264
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icy name is .1. :; . a°e ae. I am c epteirs ofthe 5th cavalry, , I am now
on leave of absence, wick. 

Please state whether you have med . any measurem nta of dietencea oh what 
is known ea the Custer battle-field or the battle-field of the Little Big
Born river . If so, when, and what mr asur rte did you wake? 

I made one measurement upon %hie field, upon the any of last eupuet . 
It wee a measurement of the dint sno. free the point commonly knees a s 
the spot Qen. Custer vas killed, to the position upon the hill known 
as Keno's position, where he was iutrenched . 

00 

Nara there evidences there at Viet time of its h vin been an intrenehhad 
posit ion? 

A, Ten, air. 

chat were the evidences also Chet the place measured floe wa s 
the place *here cam. Custer fell . 

.< . It was 'mistakably the spot where a etrt glw had t Ices plsce. T ha henee s 
of men and horses were there, and it was the €tram northern limit of 
the battle-field . 

bat one the dtetanee between those two points as d by you? 

our ,=ilea o: a l Bred end sixty yards. 

HO, did you make the measurement ? 

The measurement wee made by practically ch= fining ; that is, we used 
lariate which were tied together, and the diatenese wss mee red off b y 
etekea, with the encase, ti . n of ebout a third or b h if mile tip . e't the upper 
end - that newer Reno's position - that was not soured quit e 
so accurately. It eas mud fr horseback, coming on A:ad 

the time was limited. 

lea making that measurement ttu a bather you mass ured in a etrai ht lin e 
or follow a route which might a practieahi route for column? 

It at both of those co iti ins . 'f lie* was etiealiy a 
line, and at the see* Aim it was ract is ible raaate. The dev is ti on freeto 

a right line was very alight . 

`id you mks ar= other eaurec tts 

A, No other aeea trements . 

r4 €~b erve the point H"' near a creek that eppeare t oLook t this men
 
put in there, and state hoe user you ca * to that point, and whether yo u
 

can fix it .
 

That watering ;lace, rye it is called, was not upon the line I measured .
 
A. 

That is at the mouth of what we call Muddy creek. That is, it ie a dry 
wallow the t evidently, at cent in masons of the year, is full If eater . 
It breaks through the bluff, and empt ies into the Little dig Barn et t ' e t 

point . I m de Fo reference t' Chet point in ay measurement . line, 
from the point where Custer was killed, passed a little lower doeo on th e 
buffs than the trail, and then practically in a straight line . 
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• Lid you see any other evidences Or that field of battle et the time tha tyou were there? 

Nothing except the hones of horses and parts 4f the bones of the hen onhe Custer. battle-field, ead one or two pieces of bun tomes Chet I found
scattered in the grass on the left bank in the batten. 

scions by Maj . Rena. 

aid you observe at or about the eatering-pleco? 

Yes, air. I noticed the t, i metered my horse there . 

_tats Wilt hrreinter of the ground on each aide of the rive r 

A . The banks are not q itsr no high there as they ere et points higher up the 
stream. I crossed the rive, above at two points . The bank on tither 
side of the river at this watering place Presents no serious obstacle t o 
fording . It is not a good. ford, but it is a practicable ford, such as 
cavalry are accustomed to use on the plains. 

htt was the character ofthe country where hou find the human bones on 
Goatee's battle-field, and state nether it was well adapted to a prolonge d 
defense, or oth °rein:e. 

14tendingfr the point where Gen . Custer's body was foams:, in a south-
westerly d ireet io , is a *beekwbooe,'' as we cal it on the plaice, very 
narrow, any I tbt k about tie. hundred yarn long, To the ri ht, and 
toward the upper end of this 'back-bone,' the a untry fells away into 
slight rosins* and depressions, and more or leas little knolls. The 
knoll where Chet. Ca lhoun's company was found is eh o s. t the highest p Int 

he immodicte vicinity . It commended the country on eith,=r a#de eritbi n 
the limit, perha e, of rifle abet, but I would herd ly hall it a good 
defensible position against Indians. 

Goon the hypothesis that there was s very largo body of Indhaw, in tha t 
neighborhood, whet facility, if any, would a eoxmmud of two hundred men 
have for making a prolenged defense on tb t .l .ne? =sy there were fifteen 
hundred I nd l anal ? 

A . Wall, sir, I should say their case ate s hopeless ones 

air resistance be continued through any length of t 

h . I think not . The ground lies so that the enemy, lyitt:=,h u enci li 
p>osi i:} could fits upon the troops without rn , ang r C firingof

o each other . I uotieed that speeially . 

vrxw.C . Suppose y;u reef e to 1) and the country intervening between that and 

The country is comparatively unobstructed through there . Ater* is s ravh2 s 
that ewe not seem to be indicat here . It is off sans diatence. It 
was a slight one and would not afford much cov <r, and in my opinion had 
but alight reference to the defenaibili'y of that position . 

Does the point •ir offer, from the c1. racter presented in 1898, any ad-
vantsgeoue; position for defense spinet a large nu er of Ind ice . 

No sir, there Is no cover fir troops . 
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Does the country betwe .. , pte`+sent any facilities for defense. 

A . No sir I think not, ehainet s, largely estperior force. 

etnte if you male c test with regard to heat in the noise of a gun die-eher ::ed at "V	 „ en ,when you tors near that point of timber at 

No	 sir. 

he	 you know whether any are fired st the point '" t while y ere re 
at the point 'ems 

,Al f rt3~l he arsey .• 

that was the nature the evidence you received that there had been firing
at " or about that p iCt, while you were at "Cw . 

A . that I refer to wee not at that point, but while deeee +di 4 the hill down 
into the valley s. I went into er p I heard some of the men t w iking . 
I don't even rear who they here, but I heard them talking about ben t 
fired tuna over on the battle-field . 

you hear them. -

.	 I did nth . I did not hear they: die€ :sa it, but merely allude to it* 

t hat w s the state of the at a here on Vitt der . 

A . I t use *leer the first day 1 wee there. It has clear the day the thing 
is a g ue;ose d to hove been dine. 

x,ueatioea by thei Order. 

In that directttn tat the wired bl r 

there wts	 nth blowtnplittle,I. don't rr positively bu 
If there was it ems so elI ht as not t a be !appreciable . 

e to the point - 8” being a . rnctieab1 ford far chtelry to crams, do yet•	 
man to sty it had the appearance of havint always been a prat table ford 
or only at the ties you were there t 

then I use the tare praetictsle *_ z I do it to indio=eta my o p inion tht.t 

a env I.ry colt could woos tbe' e, as we cross f ?sat y stray ::,a on 

the pining, that is het never grossed before . I do not an there was 
I t'hr ya well defined ford t rFt, bssca==te theme was n ;t, stet Shen 

horse there . 

naMber of ten on the hill raeieatinw € large number of•	 In rage 
probability that they could got haslet long, hew longIndians, and 

,en with one Wired rounds of emmuni#ton each, outcomecould one hu 
fully resist say one th a nd Indian. hs they atoms-et-fly go Coen i n 

thirty mite* yee, or would it u . eeesatily last two hour* or more ? 

n w, I hi n. , could d shd upon t e e e , i tot upon thee p rt is ulss.rly.• 
.e y pushed them, I thick it % mid be s queat tin of a very fe w 

a. 
ante . I should think it would be a =question of =. very shaft tip , with 

of Indiana as has beet mentioned - between fifteen hundred 
as large a xod y
 

and two thousand .
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Tau a~tate the in this position up there there arm-red to !ter no cover 
for rope, end that therefore this one hundred ten could -ot cue ces full y
net. any reeistenet, against t het number of Indians? 

Co iratively none, I said. 

,ue et iota s by Maj . Rena. 

r nt, was the l th of tins that a oo1ue of the 
.;est . het >r had the plsee where it wna, and rr= d d 

attaeked an it wets, lasted * 

e estimates of the numb er of iniiin* re a so widely that my mowe r 
would depend someehe t upon which oaten k to answer the al wet oat. 

Take that n u er € f I i s ich, u p o n examination, has reco eno it-
self to rear mind as more likely rspreas zttn. the size of the hostile 
force. 

I should suppose ihrt the were shout two thousand five hundred Indians 
there from the host opinion I could fore from the various aecount e, and I 
hardly feel eualifted to enamor a quer•t»or ; +of tit sort, but I should think 
it woe ld take but a very fee :Minutes to dispose of his c nd - t senty 
or thirty, where from thirty minutes to thresetuartere of an helm, 
supposing Ott he had two hundred non. 

The witness thee retired . 

Lieut. L. R. Rare, 7t t Cavalry, called by Recorder and 

being first duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and nothing hu t 

math, testified as relieve : 

, :A)Sotione by corder* 

L- t t to your nrnn , rent, regiment , and where serving ? 

A . My mee is L. R. Bare ; I e t f irst lieutenant of the 9th United tattoo 
Cav lry serving at or1t * . Lincoln. 

duty you were on the P tb end "6th of June, 1876 ; where end wit htote what
 

bet command?
 


I was serving tith the 7th oevelry. I was on duty with the scouts unde r 
. A . Cutter was in et:emend of he 9th anveiry.Lieut . Vernui . Lieut . Col.
 


as is .t, . Reno with that commove, and if so in what capacity
 
' 

h the command it the capacity of Me jer of the regiment, second 

rank to Fen. Custer. 

is whether or not `=as j . Repo had commend of a separate colon on the 
nd ?Otb of June, I896 . 

e eon'antes a portio of the time .A . Ho had. comma 

Lid t'nt return push enfold of "say . Cueear*s column? If no aide by th e 
order and the cireumsts=noos that gave rise to the order . 
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A0	 	 Cols ilttwo'e both lion 'eat ahead of oeee . duster's about five mile
where dol . dared crooeed th Little h ~« It eras oona by etn, ueter' s 
ordOr. 

4+ e what gave rite to that order. 

A. 	 Uy attention hod been culled to some Indians ahead by qtr scouts, . and I 
spoke to (en . Custor but it. He told me to take the molar scoots and g o 
ahead and he 'mold she Indians refused to go and he ordered them 
di000uuteed, ono turned ;r n to dj . _ook ono tolO his as the Irdiau e 
w)Uld not 'o aimed to order -4eaj.eno with his battalion ahead . 

of .te h then this was seer the Indian tepee on that bank of the river. 

Ito	 	 It was within one hundred yards of this tope* and about five mtlaes from 
the river. 

:hat did Oa j . oeno au d hie comma-ad do on receipt of the #er? 

They started a tally at at increased gait . It was a feat trot. 

Sow long woo e reaching the rid 

A, Twenty or twenty-five minutes. 

tale at thy= command did upon iving at the river. Was t3 a re any halt 
or stoppage of th+ head of the column? 

o s 

was a halt of the head ofthe column, tad som of the 'oft were otter -
horses when I palmed thee. I was delayed sometime and did not 

pose them till I reached the ford . When I reached there s : of the an 
in end some were halted . 

here was it first saw any body of mounted Wiens or warriors? 

A . dram the top of a little knoll about two hundred yards from this topes . 
I saw forty or fifty Indians on a rise between us ant the Littlee ii€ fors. 
They had evidently d ioeovored us, for they disc, pearod rid of away . =ben 
I ewe down to the ford I saw Adj. Reno on the right bank. I merely 
glanced at him. Bo woo stcnding there. 

. After arose lade t river a to to , h ether you saw any hostile Ind lade if so, 
when and what they were doing and lo vhrat number. 

I crossed the stream ono rake out to the edge of the timber. I c olO 

see sooty Indiana driving in son* pool-a down stre n sod to loft. I 

was at the edge of the timber log enough to fix my saddle-blanket , 
when I mounted the head of the column was coming out of the adze of th e 

timber. 1 rode offthree .)r four hundred yeroe in front of thh column 

a: d to the loft, and shortly otter the cow=tnd left the edge of the 
timber and fort:od in column y b gie-c Ll • that is, I heard a Odle-o¢oll 

The command ov down the valley to within a shorta troop t-cell . 
ist ,nce of the tuber and it wee th e re Uia anted tang r skirmish line 

was thrown out . Up to the time the co nd was dismounted there were . 
.orobebly fifty or a#ora Indians riding u and down in front and ftriog 

As soon as the skirmish lino was di anted four or five hundred Indian a 

oa out of a Cooley which oat o hoot f loor hundred ya rd a in front of us. 

''hose Indians wed chows to the left and rear . 
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. Row far were you sheed of the command when it halted, and vet v#a e d i
 

you have of the Indian village.
 


1. I could see the top of the teepees at the upper part of the village . I 
eh' probably 400 or WO teepees . 

What position did you have in referent)* to the line . 

A. A little in front and probably yards to the left neer the fo t-hills. 

-tate whether during the time you were coming down the valley any Indite 
were moving out towards Ma j . iseno * m send thy: t you sae. 

their ponies around in front etiri up a. duet, end ther e 
village* 

1 4 any Indians appear to be sdva nci towaro s hiss beforet t "#e c c
 


halted.
 


d ride up and hack again - bask and Barth. 

. as his movement dew the best .* opposed by any Indiana . here there any 
Indigos between him end the point where the command wee de leyed . . 

Whet the c ,nd belted her near were the Indians to the position you 
were in . 

What was the nature of 
Indians and hew near . 


ea fast as they sees ou t of the coley they opened fire on the mound free 

their horses. They would rid. around and firs as they vet . 


Riding Bred where. 

out In the feet-hills and eoma down n.To the left ; they *out 

a the Indians appeared to be making .4 . as that the priueipel 

Yes air. 

d any	 lire' bocy If Indians rc.+in in front of the line. 

during the time a were in they bottom there were sleep Indianslee sir ; 
in front - the% is down stream. 

How tar were the Indiana and in v;hat tubers that edged Ma j. keno' s 

line Chet was i position in the bottaa there. 

They k+e t running about all the time change 

ing position. I eetiast =es the t there were OO Indians tz his front ean-

eteetly - probably more . 
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Q. Go on and describes all that occurred within your range, t ; reference to 
the dispoeitior of the troops, the orders ? g iven by Maj . Reno, the move-
ments of the Indiana, up to sad including the time the amend left th e 
timber or woods * 

A. I did not hear Maj . Ito give any order while I was in the bottrm. The 
Indians worked urouni to our rear, and the first I knee that we were goint
to le v* there my met came to Ake with my horse and told me they were 
leaving. The left of the skirmish line was thrown hack .. I don't know 
by whet tactical ovement it was executed ; but the left of the line was 
thrown back to the vicinity of the timber . 

A . --=:beers did yo> go then? 

I staid it one place . I sett down on the right of the line seer the edge 
of the timber, where I first o >ee in, and I was there during the entir e 
time. I had no command . The Indians had all left me, and I sat there , 
firing an occasional shot *bee I got a chanee 2 

State if you were as near ?r nearer to the Indians the* the troo ;;es 
generally. 

A, Probably a little nearer . 

is if you had as good a view frm your pGattiou as the other, had. 

A . ho I would not hey* as a.00d a view as the troops farther out on the line* 

Q.	 	After they swept it>to the titter how then . 

I would have as good a view as anybody . 

>. tete what notice you had, if any, that the a was going to leave the 
titter, or how you happened to go . 

A . men, leading my horse, ace* to and said the command was leaving 
That was all the notice I had of it. 

What would have been the result if y.str mar had net cow to you with . t t 
intelligence at that time ; would you have joined the emend or been 
lest in the .timber. 

A.	 	 l sheuld probably have bees Ieft in the titter. 

. 'ho vas th._t mans 

.A. Private Clare of Co . " . Ha wee killed 

While Maj . eeno'a command was at or nor the timber before y u left, how 
near did the Indiana appres eh it and in what webers . I mean is unythi ; ; 
like a body or force. 

A . They covered the ground from about 230 to P50 yerds and to the font-bills 
in front and to the left . They were scattered all over as In : lens usually 
are. 

}_ .	 	 Tr your position, having the means of ke owing whet was going on, wha t 
would you estimate as th revere e* urn ber of Ind isms that engaged '<m 1 . 

Reno's c+end there. 
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A. They would fire and ride around and fire again. 

What do you estimate the average numbesr tiring. 

A . It would be a very hoes des. If one fourth of them fired coeestefitly
then I old say 250 were firing all the time bootee* I would say there 
were 1000 Indiana there. 

whet was the cheracter of the firing ; did it come from 100) of a time 
or only trot a port of that number. 

A, Only from a prt. 

How mol e 

I would $*y about SOO. 

g to if you saw J. Nano any tine after the ocenand is halted and 
before it retreated and whet orders did be give if any . 

A . I only saw him one, mowing down .the line *;bout 50 yards off . I heard 
him give no orders . H. wee then dismeusted . 

From the tie* the command was first halted and dept yed as skirmishers 
how lone was it till the end left the timber on the rstr t . 

A . 5otwe.n 30 and 40 minutes . 

ad describe what you use of this movements of the command on the 
retreat, from the time it left the timber till it got to the cresting of 
the river. elate every'thi g you saw and 'ears, and every circumstance 
connected with it that was brought to your knowledge. 

;hen I rode on to the bench the three companies were individually te. 
gather - well closed up. The companies seamed to be moving independent 
of etch other, They formed the three angles of a triangle A ce mstany o n 
one side, L tom:Any on another, and e€npsny on the other, and they were 
going at a fast gallop when 1 first see thy, any 1 thought t 'fret i t 
wee s cherge ; but after I bed •gone saves fifteen or twenty yards I sa w 
they were inking for the bluff. -du the other aide I caught up with them 
st the crossing. There was considesrtble disturbance and eenfusion there , 
eu for that reason I went below and jumped zy horse into the stream of f 
a hank etaout tie or eight feet high . 

.	 	 states whet the hostile Indians were doing during that retreat* do whit 
side did they approneh the trlaps if at all. 

. _I knew of al no b-° ii g on the left fleak . They were uttered along on the 
right flank, free 50 to 100 yards away. 

= .̀tstee whether any troops covered that retreat, if so what troops and b y 
order. 

A . I don't know of any. 

tryi to keep the Indians back.. -id en ody appear te ba in the reel, 

A . I saw no efforts of that kind . 
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oe ass there any effort awls at the river to keep the Indians beck or wa s 
it every one get over as soon as p oe ible . 

A, There were no troops covering the crossing that I saw . 

there were the hostile Indians at the time the troops ter grossing, and 
what were they doing. 

A. `there were Indians on the right flank from ?5 to 100 yards off firing int o 
the ea■ d as it grossed . 

ees their fire returned then by any troop* at all .
 


I don't remember that it was.
 


If it had bees: would you not here noticed it .
 


A . I would . 

.;• :Metes If any laigo forge of Indians pursued the troops to the river, i f 
so in what numbers. 

A . They were scattered all g low from the timber to the river . I supposed 
those in the rear, as soon es the card got away, would follow it up, 
but el`ter I got on the hill I lotted bookend there were not a groat many 
Indians in the batten. 

`3 . t hat beeea a of the great mope the force. 

A . After we got on the hill probably 100 remained about there until after 
Capt. Teen a up. 

State how that vet from the timber to the river impressed you at th e 
time - as a charge, a retreat or a run . 

A. I did not think it wee a run, but it was a pretty fast retreat . 

Now stets whether any trumpet or bugle ealle were sounded in the timbe r 
attar the troops took position there, before the command left the timber . 

e. I did not hear any. 

. £•aa any sounded to warn the commend whet the movement was to be . 

A. If there woe I did not hoer It. 

It there had been were you in a position to beer it. 

.A. I think I should heve hoard it 

e. eessoribe the movement of for contend from the crossing to the hill top . 
tat* if you saw Ma j. no and what he a *oing . Tibet orders or ins-

tructions did he give at that time. 

A . I did not get up the hill till moot of the non had got to the top . When 
I got ther Capt . koylan was completing the skirmish line. Maj. Reno 
was standing there : I heard him give orders but he was eteuding there 
where he could supervise the formation . 
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;. Was there an *naxegoment gateg on at the time or had it s 

motor a few *hots both fired from the Indians on the right bank . 
They killed 3 or 4 men near there . 

erte they killed gotr. from the a roe .ing to the hill top or after they
got on the hill top. 

Our eoatre~a~t surgeon woo killed pour the top of the hill. The man I had 
*ith me wee killed near the edge of the river . 

did the fire who from. 

A. The Indians on the bluffs, on the ritbt bank of the river . 

C . was the condition of the ca red at the time it resoled the top of 
II ; whether demoralized and disheartened, or the reverse? 

: erll, the c red was s es rtiy► scattered, but I don't think it was 
, from the very prat *y in Allah they re.11led and formed . 

ors I got to the top of the hill I heard Lieut . Urn= oe tliar ==; to the 
man to halt, and 'hen I got tber . Copt. Woyi.on was forming his skirmish 
lioe. I diet hear h&j . erao any anything. 

haet would have boon the affect or MO . o'a oomtend, had the Indians 
to the nunber of a thousand follow it to the hilt-top" 

k they would have gat them sU, if they had eta ins long eaou h . 
don't think they old have got them all, though, before Col . aenteen 
up. 

you think ar comma of seventy-fit e men was in a condition to have 
resisted ell these Indians until col . kenteen shoe up ? 

Too, air ; I do. They could have . got a nitiou out of their saddle-
pockets . 

Was or .o not that c red io view of its woo tti e d loosens lea s 
ebla to protest itself tyre than in the timber it had left? 

)o, with The positions on the hill tae a mob bettor position than to e 
position in the timber . 

Thou with a loss of about 30 mean. grin ecroee the bottom, you think the 
command was in a hatter condit'!ox► thereto reei.t the attack of 1000 
Indians than it would have heal is the timber without the lose of those min . 

I think the difference in the position would more then a pensate for th e 
n bsr of non.difference in the 

I ads not wing with reference to Copt . Bootees** trend but that par'ticu-
Ur command of Me j . sno. 

yes air. That is my opinion . 

Now long, in row opinion, with the titian Maj . :woe's cows ; then 
had, could . it have kept. the Indians off in the timber. 


 

minutes, but Indiana don't do that . I think we could have stood them off
 

about 30 minute by usi the amitt ln judicisly.
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How ee4h a itton were the men ordered to carry ; and wee the order 
general in reference to the entire emmemdo 

Ri	 	 As I r er it the order to the company commanders was for mah man to 
carry his belt full of cartridges cad enough in hie saddlebags t mak e 
it 100. 

You hove stet ad you were in the tinker in as close proximity to th e 
Indians as any other part of the command . :Mete hoer many rounds of mount-
tion you expended firing the Indians. 

About a dozen. 

Then at F . K. the Court ed journed to meat at 11 o'clock M o 

TcesOrrow, yue y, hey. 28, 1879. 

14?Ii T 

Chicego, Illinois , 
Tuesday luny. 93 0 1879, 

11 o'clock, A . M. 

The	 	Cut eat pursuant to j sxt 

Presto 

Col. yam	 	 ntry 
Col. ` ealey iritt, 5th Cavalry 
T t.	 Col. W . B . tyell, °: Cevelry . 

lot Lieut . Jease M. , djt., 9th Iaf retry ., 

Major leno tad hie couneel present. 

The proceedince, se tar as copied were read end approved . 

The Recorder then presented to the court a paper tram Fred . eh 

rhittaker , ehieh is appended hereto end marked exhibit Mo. 3. 

In presenting the paper the Recorder me Sd 

"As far se I e concerned at recorder I have no t 
considered that I use here as the prosecutor of ea j . Reno. 
I have desired to elicit all the recta in the ease, whether 
they are for or against j . eerie, end chile I have not a 
very exalted opinion of my own obi Lt a lea ii the matter , 

-still I feel that I a - if I may be allowed to sty so 
ce Meat to go on with the ratter as I have done heretefer~e , 

because tf I had not felt se, I should have asked the court 
" before this time for assists=.nee in this utter. 

Major Reno replied as follows : 
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There are many of these =estiono that I shil l 
not object to, but in reward to the request of r Obit-. 
taker to eppeer as essIst>:ntprosecutor, I think tb t i t 
it, evident to the court that the recorder dote not moire 
it . If the court then thinks or feels tht this men, ifr . 
Whittaker, can be ;any ad-allot, ony desirable add iti to 
these ; roeeedin ;, tie of course I withdraw my objection , 
but as for as I too understand the worse of procedure to 
he, it is tb t the war department des ign eteee the officer who 
shall have throws of the eliciting of testimony, end I sub-
mit thot it is entirely egaia't the spirit of the low, and 
against the a batrenee of this order to emit the authority 
given to the recorder, which is not only that of a pr000000 
tor, but is of a o iojudiciel character, to be delegated 

to anybody else . It is entirely apart from this ea e. 

The Court woo then cleared and closed and otter n tur 3 dali.bsrnti 

was again opened, Reno end his c000eal being present and the d eei ston 

of the Court wee ego{need by t s follows : 

The request of Ur . Whittaker to tape. r before the 
court as an accuser or Resist nt to the recorder will not 
be allowed . The eou:ry deter Ines tb t the >ttor of the 
reeeptie of the quixotic** proposed by dr. ohittaker shall 
he decided by the recorder, lo whose abilities to conduct 
the cone to a thorough vestigotto tae court has the 
ut*ost confidence . 

George `endeon being them ree led by t < Leeorde_;, testifie as 

follows: 
Cueetie by the Recorders 

4id you or did you not observe any ewide of of tsar on tt 
,no on the 25th or 26th of June? If so, Mato tb# grounds of y o tri o 

Ono what the facts were. 

I do L G4 knot, that I noti() his co=. nten nce erticulor .y when I saw hiss 
timber. "=he aorvsresti on between s on the 98th -

lust s'-sxer this question Firm . 

A. -s I oteto in ley testi y the vol .rryr tns tired o this Indian was 
killed, sad the sign who woe struck holler d out aloud . That wave the time 
that everybody loft the ti er in a great hurry. I could :g ot judge 

whether "Maj . Rero was eared or not, but he left there . 

. ►-tete if yo know what the effect of bloody Knife's being killed bad on 

?dojo Reno* 

ttnees - X11 I know is terra told me. 

-, t he told you. 

A . I think it was on the 28th or the ry orni of the pith when Gera . Terry was 

advancing up . I was !Ivor to j, woo, and kaooioo th> t Moody knife wo e 
killed Door to where to were in the timber, I asked him if he rosoeetbree d 

enythip g about that foot. I forgo t the exact xor-=a I used . El said , 

Vol. 1, p.k?b 
sore/ 



�������

"Yee, his blood and brains spattred ovar ms." h t is all I heard him 
may, nns4 the only quest io I oohed or him. 

Come hook to the juastior nil .hate a Beth >r or ::ot yao kays what offset 
that had on Maj . Reno st the tisee . 

I thought at tho time it des'orali him a good deal ;hen Bloody Knife woor 

killed in front of him, and th't moldier s killed and hollered . The 
Indlnns were of ave thirty feet fem . us than they fired. Alen the soldier 
was hit he eri out "0, my Ootdt I have got it ." This scored a goo d 
many of the non. 

C:o Did Maj . Reno give any other orders than shat 7o u have to Jed to at 
this piece - that is, °01mount" sad "mount," before lot'in 

A. mot is all I hoard him say . 

C . Slate *bother he started hefor- or after the non. 

A. H* started before. His bore* jumped a the _yen torte * 

be hors* jump as though he had s -urs rut to him? 

old judge so. 

<tate whether you thou thought he storted undor the inflames or fear 
for has a personal safety. If no state why you thought so* 

I judged the firing of that volley and the kilitn = of that pan was t ho 

cause of his starting, . 

a. . That is what you judged 

A . 1es sir. 

Have you ahtinged r opinion or Judgment e, or do you atill hold the 

sue . 

diet st ded the eaeeatenddo et t
 


here - th9t was *hot made th st t o
 


attentions b Jo o.
 


is your standard of valor, your own character ?
 


A. How do you moon? 

By what rule do you asesurs wbother a man is fri g htened or not ? 

Atli, by his odtiOns a groat dell. 

In relation to your o eonduct? 
• 

=• csffirot say as to my own eond t at all . 1 Judea* of the sotior s 

n in plows* as* tike that. 

t 
; . that leiagth of time • put it in minutes or give it in any way t


; 
der your absorvotts in the timber?
! . Limowe 
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A. H. was probably a minute.
 


Q,d Do you form the estim+e to of his conduct t l t y u hove *toted by what you
 
sew during that period of tiros? 

A„ I said I did oot -:.otice his conduct with regard to his boing soured et all . 
I am speaking of the volie ;j being fired and their wing, and m judgment 
that the volley caused them to saan. 

If you did , at see his countenance ;hat portion of h{s person did you two 
on ehieh you formed your antisate d 

I judged by the r he left the timber . 

Q . Do you assign as the mode of his stcrtfng the killing of the Indian and 
the wounding of that man? 

lea, sir ; I did . 

ce, , Id you not know 'Mt he wan on his way toward the plain with a view o f 
giving oertaic directions to the troops and that he would have gone her o 
without respect to the killing- of that Indian or the wounding of the 
soldier? 

As I *hid before, I only sew ►3 . :gin :, as I ooze out of the timber end 
rode up bosids hiss. =-s far as his actions before are concerned, I don' t 
know anything about thee. 

C . Did you know what was in his mind at the time he stood in the glade . 

. Certainly not . 

Do you know that he intended, no hotter what happened, to go to the edge 
of the timber %overdo the plain . 

A. Certainly I did not know *hot he intoode4 to do h 

Do you abs ign as the cure of his. starting there and going to' the edge o f 
the timber the killing of the Indian find the w oo d it g of the enlisted won . 

h. I did at the time.
 


gy m ' o yowl still riot n that as the douse.
 


A, I do still believe that was the muse of the stamp*de out of the timber .
 


Vhet was your reason for believing that to , be the muss of =rail . Reno 
sod going to the edge of the timber .mounting his horse , 

A. I did no g . see t :̀e j . dieuo mount his horses at all. 

Did ye see him till he was on the way from the glade to the edge of th e 

timber .
 


and stood beside him.
file was sitting on his horse when I 000e 

hid yo_ have try other reexon for thinking he rode to the edge of th e 

have assigned - the killing of the Indian and thetimber than you 
wound ing' of ibI white oohs 
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A. He'left one run end the men stetted in no order et all in my sstimatiomand thst fixed it in my sin th t they were running et the instant . 

4. et distnaee was he from the heed of the men whose he left the titer? 

A, hie horse bed wed seheen the eat started, but I do not know the diestenes 
he night he's been theta . The men followed him just as fast vs they could 
get out of the timber. 

Do you know whether there was my or Beni ,t ton after they left the timber? 

I do not knoe ' nything about any organization. I saw the men ke a 
break to get out . 

:sight not Le j . Rang hove hr:lted ie the edge of the timber with Capt. Moylan 
end naaisted in the fermetion of the eolstt without yaur knowing it ? 

A. ho; they would not he's) lied time . 

C . Did you mean to *fly he did not, e}ecording to your judtit? 

A. rya he left the tuber I anew out myself, ,-rd it wee lees thorn % minut e 
after when I o<as out . The troops wore running across c the prairie, bu t 
I could net e+rs the rent of the cols beoeuse the duet was ro dense. I 
could not ,see the swan niter they premed ce eert :tn point . 

You forced your judgment of his cowardice by the volley tbet was fired 
thet killed the Indir,n and wounded the white ren before you left the 
timber? 

I erg not saying he is a coward et U. I Feel merely st-: ting :sorer he started 
from thet :l-de. I do not like to express en o inton es to men' s 
bravery. I h• ve just given you my judgment of the length of the time it 
took him to Ieeve the timber end get out on the prairie . I did not see 
Maj . Nee) atop end form the eminent!, but I etr ;ted I did not ate him ell 
of the time . 

May you not be. misteksn in regard to the period of tine? 

A . No, sir. 

Q0' were you so cool that you could not be mietthen? 

e . -I was not seiatehnn es to When I ste=rtsd . 

a moment you sew Usj . e go: 'Ant wen doneThen the ;erio d .of time eve 
was the killing, of eat m*en end the w e n-M ieg of enothsr ; you did not 

see ',»e . j . Eeno's c utte?v noe; end beo uce rte merle a quick Movement to th e 

edge of the timber you bevel given the judgment you h :ve already expressed . 

=• Yes - size, that wed idea of it . 

west one by the rceeord er . 

j . Reno, wee the wowed *Torwtrd° given or not .. r, hen you were there non 

A . I ~i.d not her -pother word but the two commends "Dismount* end "MOuh t 
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If that command had been given would you have heard it - were you near
enough. 

A. If it had been given the ropy officers usually give ocsmands I should
have heard it. 

Might not that glade mistaken for the edge of the ti-_bar . user dos s 
the glade ease to the edge of the timber. 

The fringe of timber around the glade is not very wide - wide enough to 
protest a man. The plate where I gent out ens 15 or 100 feet . 

co, At the lift of the glade, h v near is it to the edge of the timber . 

A . It it right elate . The horses eeee drawn up et the edge of the timber 
facing the glade . 

i'f r all you know that t have been the formation of the oo nd ti leav e 
the timber. 

A . Certainly. I don't know the orders or what had been dove. They were 
standing there. 

Q . Tou saw how any man. 

A. It looked to me as I glanced at it, and it does today, like a a :amfirmy -
probably 50 men. 

Ad ym see any oft: a!r there. 

A . I did nit notice any except Maj . Reno. 

Q. did you hear any order given after the volley was fired . 

A . The ardor to dismount was given as the volley ens fired . 

Q . =hen what order . 

T0 mount ; that wars . the last I heard . 

Q. now long a?'ter that till you got into the plain. 

A . I went right out ; I did not run but I urged my gorse a lout . I was nett 
afraid but I should get through the tieher all right . 'Olen I got out 
the troops were runting eye fast as they could . 

t̀ uestion by i . Reno. 

Two orders were given b° Maj . lies) during the time you sew him - tiesroun t4. 
and Mount . 

A. 'Yes sir. 

The witness then retired .
 


The exawinotion of Lt. Hare was than resumed by the eaordder as follows :
 


G . About how any rounds of ammunition had the teen ex,eaded before they lef t 

the timber .
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A. I don't know. 

Q . did you hear the firing of the Wi 

A, The firing race continuo: a from the time they d ieswo me l till they left
the bottom, ea they probably ex wended about 40 rounds per man . 

Of those engaged do you 'weal or all. 

A. I refer to the man eaga ! an the skirmish line. 

et Now with a cool and judicious expenditure of the remainder of use ammuni-
tion state hew =oh longer they could have remained it the timber before it 
would become necessary to retie* on ;ceeant of the went of ammunition. 
Tae Into oonsieeretion the aeo t of e: nitian the command bed when i t 
went into action and hoer much had been expended . 

By using the ammunition judiciously it would probably lent n h our D ear 
though that would depend e . greet deal won the nation of the Indiana . 

. If the Indiana had ewe very much nearer end the aze itroh bad been need 
judicioualy it would doubtless have disabled may of tom. 

A. I judge it would . 

dote long was it after Ue j . eno'e ccte tad got on the li b e*ore: . it was 
joined by Capt . Bentsen's' column. 

A . I think it teas ab xrt fifteen minutes. 

. Had all the *u gotto the to of the hill . when yo got there . 

I think they were all there. 

Q. . Ad you see the eon going u . the hill as you went up. 

A . I saw several ahead *foe. 

-tats how long it was from the tim 0.a j . Bono left G 1 . Custer e 
teepee till to j . Pone end nt . Bantam timtted their forces on the hill . 

A . About n hour end a half . 

After reaching the top of the hill what orders if hay did a j . :too give 
you at the time . .-stater all Chet you saw and heard with reference to 5=a j . 
Reno's command until the aloes of tha=t day. 

A . , An moon as we were joined by Capt . Ben eon's column U* j . serao sent for 
me and told me to go ant fins it where the peck train tons, and get it up 

as soon as possible . . I went hook about a mile end a half met the pack 
train and told them to hurry up as soon as poeaibls and cut out the ammuni -
tion as seen ai possible and sand it ahead . I come back a ea of th e 
peck train. then I resorted to - j. Nano he told me tt gg .Capt. 

Weir *It had while I was gone for the peck train to open ccos ieet tia z 
with Gehl. Custer and he would follow as soon as the peck train ctns up, 
After I deetivered the order to Ca =t . Heir I returned to the ornate and 

I suppose the commend moved about a mile downmet it canine down stream. 
stream when they got to a high€ hill, the highest poitt ereund there, 

jet teuo *aid that petitionthe Indians returned end etteetkeed theca . 
world not 40 to make his fi, ht on and he eel, eted t point farther up on 
the bluff and er .raid Ca= t . I air's and Ce4 stein £rench'e c party to cove r 
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the retreat be eh to that point . is covered the retreat within a few 
freed yards of the line when Captain GodfroyNe cowpony was dismountod. 
Mon I come bock I ammo beck with Captain C frey*s Company. Ris C onpeny 
was put in position on the down stream side and I eupp oeee the others wer e 
on the other side. The **amend was platted in an elir tiesl form p ith the 
horses corralled in the centre . There oos very little firing in the 

that night on the line I was on the monitor* lying down in position 
lyin ; there and taking the fire of the Indiana. 

is long did it tune yto go book after the peek train and esition. 
Moo long wort you ewe ? 

A. I was goo. Irobebly mO minutes . 

Q. ?id u sett the tows packs c one W e 

ho I got toeok before any of the packs ooze up . I redo to the rack train 
hack as fast as I could . 

w long it was after Copt. toot's doge o and 
with UeJ . .eeno befo the mov of vae eaueies that you speak of do ges stream 
in the direction that General Custer tine supposed to be . 

I was not with the command when it started . 

oivs your judge on the time you were one down 
there . 

ly three-fourth* hour. 

e if you t.G$ what evidences there were tb't Genf . steer's column 
gout in that direction, that you should receive orders to go and tel l 

Cesp tail p ier to open common ietti :gin with him. 

The supposition wets that c" I. Custer would support by f>llow-
ing him up. He knew that be hen not doss th•t.er eeeese plenty of time 
for hiss to follow ej . + ono„ end everybody iupppsed the<t he ovoid ottoo k 
the villages a ewh re if he did not follow up he ovoid atteh it 
else and th -t woe the only other way he had of going to tht village and 
in additions to that I heard firing down there . 

ascribe the firing : When it was, chore you wcro when l dheard it an 
how long it lasted and all you know ab of it . 

It was just otter Copt. Bestow ems up with his coma nd . My °attention ono 
*oiled to it by Gnptrin'Godfrey. Ho oohed if I herd th°-t volley, I said 
yes I heard two distinct volleys thot was just before I alerted for the 
pock train. 

cesdid it o,As on your mind at the timer or on the mind ofWhat impress I
 

the c•t-nd ass Per era you observed .
 


A. I thought he woo booing a. very worse time. 

I wish you to -stote whether or not a general movement aculd have been a6 s 
in the direet:on aeneral Gusto'' , can supposed to be immediately after th e 
arrival of Copt . hezetee4 : • s column . 

. 

A. They could have left but they wanted the pack trams up . 
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tK . Do you know how many man Capta lea McDougall had with the pack train . 

A. fie had about 5 man of hie own and 6 men of the company. I was attached
 

to I don't know about the others .
 


;,, :y id he cot have a non-commisesilted officer and 6 men . 

A . No, sir. 'A non-commissioned officer and 5 men. He :might have had mor e
 

fr, the other companies .
 


How did his force compare with the force ' .at . Reno had when he went int o 
the bottom. 

A. I expect too ; t. 'aohohghll had about 120 n perhaps not over a huacreh . I
 

don't know how many he did have *
 


How may wounded :yen were on the hill there it that time. 

h. I don't know.
 


'aeree there any wounded brought up out of tho hottest.
 


A. I saw wounded men on the hill aide. 

After Maj. Reno got on the hill did they follow him up or did they appea r 
to abandon the attack on him . 

A. I only saw three er tzr when I got on the hill when I first got up there. 

Malta if you knotw where the court was turned hack moving down strewn in 
the direction of Capt . sir - _' Other on account of itee being:.: engaged 
with Indiana or for some other purpose . 

A. They could sea the Indiana coming from down stream in greet umbers, and
 


I heard ? . Heno say he did not think thet a food position to make s
 


stand, it was very evident we would hove to fight for it.
 


-
did he go to the position Capt . Weir occupied . 

Q . „Mate if you can where = , . t eno went et the tine tit movement vas glade 

A. He was going to that highest point when I went away.
 


aas that the point that Capt . 'eir occupied .
 


A. No. He went to the right of it, there are two divides Capt . weir went to 
littlethe one to the right and Maj . Reno went to the one on the left a
 


further down stream.
 


ueseribe there relative posit one in respect to the river.
 


The witness indicates on the map by the fi ure 5 the position occupie d
 


by Maj. Reno and by the figure 4 that occupied by Capt . + eir.
 
-

Q. hhieeh she the most advanced position. 

A . They were about parpend iculG r from the river, but Chpt. heir had t' go tick 
to the rear by a ravine before by could come to the position occupied b y 

Maj . Reno.
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C . did he joiL4iaj . Reno's ed? 

came bookend headed off a little Cooley.
 


Did be come back and join '.
e j.Reno's eolu
̀	 the hill marked 5? 

Tea sir. 

Ltate whetber or not it was generelly believed by Maj. keno's command 
or by yourself that General Cu ter would send j . Retell s ec e, to 
attack the Indians and he himself ra ain out of it. 

A. There vas no such eap e.tion or belief. 

Q. Mate whether to your knoeledge *abate an orders, advice", eere roc-Wed 
by j . Reno that general Custer would not support him iu his attack. 

A . I dtst't kno w w enythi ohmt it there woe n of bat kind t o 
knowledge. 

Ante whether or not an attack on the ftaak by oat 1. t9r' column would 
have been suprortiag Maj . Renee attache 

That is altogether owing to the disposition the Indians made . As it was 
it wee not a support it did not a nst to euything 

. 	 . Hoe do you arrive at that conclusion 

A . The results of the battle shoo it . 

Do you know just share €oral Custer attacked et th reference to *ere 
7tj. Rena attacked. 

A. I do not . 

Q. -tote whet other order than those you reek of sera given by Maj . Rene in 
reference 	to the movement de the right honk of the stream in the 


( w
direetian Cel t. heir had upon. 

not there when the command oo+e.d and did not hear any other order s 
except the coed to move back. 

;I. Did the rent of the mesa nd reach th Indians there. 

A. Ca$'t. Weir and Capt. !reneb were the only ones who a d the Indians 
till wtithi 3 or 4 hundred Maras of the final stand. Then Capt. Oedfr8y 
engaged them. 

long was it after the coed of teak before the oral attack on 
the part et the Indians been thet aft-ration. 

i. Right easy.
 


Cis End the fire been gulag cna before that .
 


A . Yea air Capt. Godfrey held them in shook until the roe of the o rd
 


dot into position . 

Now long a time int e rvened after Capt . left to go to that point till 
the general engagement began . 



It was about an hour and a half . 

Manta after the anmmand had taken position after the edts*nce that afternoo n 
what officer if any gave general directions and seemed practically to b e 
in command, and what was he doing if anything? 

Tbe command ono all in position end there were no orders given there was 
no nonentity for any. 

Who put the a amend is pos iti on. 

A . I don't know.
 


. Who selected the position .
 


A. I hoerd Capt . Bentsen say to that he thought thet the b net.j . 'moo 

position to make a et tad and j . (eno answered that he thought so too. 

Q . after that command wee in position were there not officers putting men i n 
position and making preparations to resist the attack. 

A. I saw Copt. eir, when Capt.frey first got in disposing men behind a
 


ridge and Ca p t . Godfrey was era1i there putting his :en in position .
 


C. Had the firing begun. 

. A . Yea sir. 

where wts W* j . item at that time . 

A . I don't . think I saw him there. 

Q. About that time wharf did you see him. 

A. M4 wan on the left of Copt . eir'n company when I saw him.
 


, . ghat was he doing.
 


A . Not anything. 

What was he d .)ing. 

A . Lying dote. 

Q . mind anythi5 r. 

A. No sir, there was not anything except a ridge . 

Q . ilea • the t time yon saw j . Reno as you hews described about the time yo u 
saw the officers getting the non into position. 

A . No it was some time after. 

Q. :id yo non Maj . None} during the time those officers were uttin, the men 

into position as y have stated . 

A. I do not reeomber. 

Abere did you next sees raj. >leno rim that was he doing then.
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The nest morning early right after reveille he wee making some dispositio n 
on the line. 

id you see his between the time you apea k of and the s ftsraoon of th e•	 25th and the next Wining. 

A. I did not . 

,here were you . 

,t. I vas *eisep. 

. During the entire ni6ht . 

•	 
Yes sir, I slept oil night till. reveille. 

; . Go back to the timber snz3 . ive a description of the timber with reference
 

to the stews plain and hostile vilingo ,
 


A, There weea v ery little lame timber there it was mostly underbrush the 
basin or park was shout 200 yard, wide, and on the north bank four or five . 
buodre d yards long where it rune into the river . 'hoes is a cut bank down 
sty and there is a bend on the other side eontinui , to where the rive r 
mskes this out bane, in thus there is a little paw + orate ining about ton 
acres of grounds . 

Take this vaunt spot on thew sap end see if it eould answer the deseription 
in your mind of the place mentioned . 

A, No. It is all covered with underbrush . There may be a little grade I
 


didn't keow.
 


. 7'escribe the bench around the plain whether	 it extends from the river belo w 
to the river above or how near it comes to it . 

I: . The bench rums right into the river down atroem, U etr+eem I don't kno w
 


hoe it was. I'm not certain.
 


% 000 the timber widen below there or doe" it narrow into the river . 

A. It must narrow in towards the river.
 


their► or afterwards
co, with reference to the hostile village as known to you
 

how far was that from there end whet view did you have of the village.
 


°gee could 	pot see the vilts =e dt on the bottom.
 


the bank. Could you see the villw trim there.

tip 

I. You might have seen the tops of the tepees but I don't thi~ :k you Gould . 

k. Hoe far wee it !roe the village there you wore,
 


. ?robebl.y 600 yards from the first tepee.
 


Mow did tee	 'Meet! extend, out to arde the foot—hills or donna strews, 


right down strew in the velle+y for three or fair miles.
 

e whether thet position of Lzllj. i mo b s commend threatono4tho 
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atote whether that position would hold tit* bulk of the Indiana in front 
of him or around hie position . 

Z don't loon what it might be. I don't think i did hold the bulk of them• there. I don't think there was at any time one thousand iudiens aroun d 
them. 

lie kept about a thousand around bin there . 


Yee air. 


Q. :.fate whether or not that timber was tenable for defence . 

A . It ern a very good position. 

0. or Msg. ":nano' a commend ? 

A, Yea air a good poeiti.on for any clad . 

2tete on what you base your opinion . 

A . The bench or "11 Table vas five or eiT feet shove the level of the park ani 
ran entirely around the pe rk and men in behind there were =rotected 
by the edge of the bluff. 

state whether or not Capt. Smitten with 3–'1 men and Copt . McDougall with 
about the ammo number *only have pitied C. nano in that timber. 

A, I think Capt. 3eateen could have dodo it . I don't thick Capt. c all 
could . 

why in either ease. 

A . In either cunt they would have had to charge to get there and Copt. L fougall 
having the pack-train could not have charged . 

tote if to at. McDougall did not have the greater pert of the s ni tio n 
of the cond . 

A. H4 hod 24,000 rounds besidee *bat his men carried on peek mutts . 

Q. Now many peek sales did he have iu his train altogether . 

A . I think there were 140. 

'resold not the effect of Capt Sateen's column joining :e j . :-Reno in the. 

timber been such that it would r ,mnder it more pr cticabte for Ce :t . 

McDougall to get in . 


A . No air, I think not . Al soon as they got into J . the Indiana would 
have closed in around him again. 

Could not Capt . McDougall with his command have kept along the bluff on 
the right hank of the river along on a high elevated position . 

A . Yee sir but I don't think be could have got down the bluff. 

Q . ' 'not. 

I think 20 Indiana could have kept him beak or else have got his peak mole, . 

28?
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Etete whether or not it was known by Maj . Reno's sand that Capt.Bentsen was in the rear fa = the movement made before in the morning satthe direction taken. 

I don't know whether it was or not .
 


Did you have any impression ab oo t it . You knew that
 
 s nt. Bare eon went 
off with a part of the eommcad . 

A, I did not know till told us that he had gone off. I left the ocnd 
20 miles from the ridge . 

You did not know but that Capt . Bentsen was with General Custer. 

A . I did net know where he was . I knew he was not with raj. Reno . 

c, Did you not hear remark by the men and officers where Capt . henteen' s 
oommand was. 

A, No sir I did not hear a word about them till I saw they: coma up . 

State whether or not Maj . steno remained in the timber till all hope bad
 

vanished and state why.
 


, I think all hope of support fro: General Custer had vac ished .
 


. tppart from what dir .otion'
 


A. From the rear for the reason th a t he could not have been very far behind 
O . c.no and we could lock up the stream two miles and if he sea goinr 

to support him from that direction he had plenty of time to do it . 

# . That being the case state whether you believe a j . ,eno's mom and left the 
timber beer{nee %ent. Conter' eo nd had net coma to support him or 
whether it left for any other cause and state whet . 

A, I don't know by it left there . 

bat was the opinion of the officers in regard to leaving the timber . . 

A . Ay own private o-anion at the time end r subsequent opinion wee that i f 
we stayed there oh longer we would be shut in so that ne eunid not ;,-et 
out. 

C . Row much longer. 

A . Ley PC minutes . 

In 20 minutes after the soma* left there Boff many Indiana were in the 
vicinity of Aaj. iierso ' s ate. :Ay within rifle range or within one 
thousand yards. 

A, i eoon as Mea :. Bono•s commend grit to the top of the hill or shortly afteree 
went down stream. t ,heen Capt . i3enteen camemost of the Indians left and
 


up there were 100 or 150 Indians in the bottom st ill
. 


Co, what wer they doing? 

A, Taking care .of their 'ead and wounded there . 

- r they were warriors or eq• Could distinguish whet., 
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They ter on ponies and I preaums they were warriors . 

Don • t you know squaws ride ponies as well s s warriors . 

A. I have seen thee ride ponies. 

.,cull you distinguish whether they were werrtors or old men end woven. 

A. I could not distinguish. It was too far. 

_tat. whet the or,oera he give there in the timber or the movement Immaf 
there indicated to your rind - whether coolness, courage and judnt on 
the port of the officer ordering the movement or overpowering necessity
or the reveres. :,tats what the movement indicated . 

A . My impression was that Mai. eno thought we should be shut up in theme aui 
the beet *ay to et out of there way= to 'hang .. 

q. Now did the whole thing impress you at the time . 

A . If he was goin to get out of there I tiaeught that the beat way to d o 
it end I still think so. 

Q. wee did t t~e matter impress you at the time leaving the "if" outs 

s•. . I think and thought eo et the tine that it was the beet wey to gat out 
of there the best tactical movement to get oat of the bottom . 

You mean if you were going to get out of the bottom that was the beet say 
to got out? 

A . Yes sir. 

I want to get it has the movement in getting out of the tiWheer struck y r .e. 

A. I did not strike me is absolutely neeceasery at the time. 

' ith 1000 Indians around that command at the time of leaving and going to 
for hiil and not knowing whether it would get any assistance or Lot, which 
would you have e .knsideereed the most daeger us to stay there or go ou t 
where th ' thousand Indians could ride you down. 

A . we could see the bluffs very plainly and that was a better position than 
the Oho we were in. 

But if the contend hod beeen pursued and attacked by that 1000 Indian a 
what woad naturally have been the result . 

A . They would all have been killed if they kept it uu long enough. 

If 1000 Indians had followed that co1e and cloned up upon it how lo g 
would it have lasted uncer the circumstances . 

A . I don't thi k it would have lasted ton minutes . 

Ebel 1 do you think it woad have lasted in the tiger 30 minutes is 
that your belief? 

A. Yes sir. 
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Ctete fr: w' t you saw of the Iad i u Trills the or 26 of Jma 
or after, what you estimate the uumhor off" lodges it *onto iza . _ 
the of Alva Ti htiog fore* and state fully the evidence u poll which you
base your t te, 

with tho battalion that burned the tee poles after the fisht. 
40 lode?oa of a place whore I stood, and estimated the area of 

and from that I estimated the 'hole of the rilla . I estate tho t 
there wore 1500 lodges and 500 wiokinps king a fighting fie of 4000 

end that is a very low estimate. 

id y- take into consideration in that talc ati the ant ire area of 
hags. 

ry rough estimate . 

bet 40 you consider its roliebil.ity. 

I consider taking all the circt tonees toga her t I a not very
mach out of the gay. 

you be out of the 

I may be out but I don't think there could be r n. 

I an in the number of lodges bow mph may yo u wont of the wars 

e no idea. 

ou be 300 lodges out of the way? 

A. 'es sir I may be but I don't think so . 

C . In your opinion from what you have aeon of Indian villages* state whethe r 
or not the places where lodges have beets is any correct indieetio a of the 
iber of lodges in the village.g 

Not if there been damped there any length of time 'muse they sa a their 
lodges vertu ire ueut ly. 

q . £=fate fi►a~a wbs% y kooa of Indiono if the tendency is to ever or under-
aati to the number of lodges in a village . 

A . I don't know anything about that. 

c . Fad you bad experience with Indians before that. 

o . No air. 

End you seen large v illaa before that?
 


Y'es sir, but I had no a rienCe with then at all.
 


of ants of Indiana in attl€ that you hove seen whether 
root estimate of the warriors can be mode in thou gay. 

A . It i4 'soy dif moult to estimate them while in aeti€ n because they rid e 
it constantly going .around so much they are aver at il . 

e ;:ovine away, if so when and o19o.t w:s its length 
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and width and how fee was it away from you . 

A. I ma* the vill.ge moving out on the evening of the 26th about two or thre e
sties away as the pony he rd and whole village moved aawasit ens a dark
moving mods I know I estimated t the time tteet there ware twenty or 
twentrefives ponies in the herd. The whole thing; was m=owing off and I 
could not distinguish whether they were on their ponies or neat . I suppose 
the women and children would be with the herd . 

-te=te if you know what was the *induct of :tee j . Reno on the 15 aad 20th of 
Tune 16',6 in regard to coolness, courage and efficiency as commander of 
troops. 

A. I know of but one instance of gallantry which I saw him do, and I know o f 
no instances of cowardice at any tile: Vheen Caart . denteen's command joined 
on the hill j. Reno turned Around and said in very inspiriting way t o 
hie men: we have nsetatence now and we will go and avenge the lose of 
our comrades. 

wax that before the *emend more down the river . 

It wes when Capt. 3enteees first joined with his commend. 

to tai if you know who ordered Capt. Weir t e move out? 

A. I don't know anything about thf.t . H. left when I was after the era train . 

Q . 3tn to in your opini ?t if y u know wh ether . a j . Reno roe* equal to the 
emergency of the circumstances eurrouod in; thet commend and give the feat s 
upon which your opinion i a base . 

I can only tell you from the way it turned out heaa got his e:nd out of 
there. I think Maj. ceno'e nation seised whet was left of the regiment . 

If you have anything further to state in answer to the griaeet .on state it . 

ds I said beefor 1 saw no evidences of cowardice, it is very herd for m e 
to answer the question . that was the on? : action I we ever in of any 
prominence and I don't know whether he ruse equal to the emergency or not . 
I have not much to go upon in tusking an eati te . 

.teats whether he did or not by his conduct and example inspire hie eorer .aaas 
with seal, confidence and courage, end stets fully the circumstances o n 
which your opinion is used . 

A . His e :mduet wee always good . I d on't know that I saw anything pm. titularly 
inspiriting shout it ems : wN4et I told yen. seemed to be very cool at 
all tuts. 

From the plea* you last saw Genie Custer ' s column when moving and from 
where you afterwards sew the beetl?field state what in y :ur opinion wa s 
the point Gehl . Custer had reached at the time ± . Reno's eommernnd left 
the timber or the Batt toe 

A . 1 think •^•enl. Custer :oust have opened his fi*ht near nbaett the time that 
b`aJ . Reno left the woods - ps ►ably a little before. From the fact thvt 
the first deed an as found about half a mile from the point Be 

:'toots wtirt route Gaul . Custer'a comsad took near the village send describ e 
to wee! . Reno's position can the hill, the strew° , 

c. 
the route with reference 

V i. 1, p.*iti 
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the village, and what developments you saw it regard to the rate of Genera l
Custer and hie command . 

A. I saw what urns supposed to be General Custer's trot] . that went down on t1e< 
left bank. The first evidences of the fight was a dead „, :en of "E" Company 
probably 300 yards, from where the final stand was made there wore 28 men 
of '2” Company. I assisted in burying; the en of Company and rememh r 
more about them. 

Describe the other evidences of fighting as far as you moo than . How it 
must have been from the nature of the ground . 

A. I think the Indians must have been around thN : all the tins the country 
was rough and cut up with ravines, and if they run the Indians from on e 
plats they could get from 75 to 200 yards of them all around ; there wa s 
a (loop eooley which run into the near 3 with out banks, and there was 
enothor cooloy over beyond where General Custer was killed . 

;, =~sa there any ebonite for the command to get out by charging through . 

A. 1 don' t knot about that . I don't think they could for same distance bac k 
by the looks of the country . 

, Then the first evideuoss you found of Genf . Custer's tight was noel. the
 

point "8" where the first dead body was found .
 


A . Yes sir it was. 

C . yI you find any other evidences of fighting between that and the point " 3" . 

A . 1 don't know whether there was or not, tbout the only evidences we coul d
 


find oere dead ken.
 


ould monition shells indicate it? 

A . I did not see any of ours . 

C . m ere the ° odies you found mutilated ar changed in any wanner . 

A . They were mutilated . I don't now that they were changed . There were 
evidences on the field of bodies having been dragged off, but I thi o.k those 
were the bodies of deed and woundeu Iadinns . 

cautions by Maj . hem. 

. You have said you were not present at the aaparetioq: of the colons of
 
, 
iienteen from the main body .
Major -''eno and 

I was not present. 

Q. }=hat cyders had been given Captain enteeu with regard to uniting with 

Major Bentsen. 

A. I do not know. 

a jor _ ono had any knowledge of it.Q. Do you know whether 

A. Idonot . 
4 
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Then in any ecti .eate In which Captain teen would figure with his 00101 
ould	 it not be neoes .ry for Major i o to know upon what duty Captain 

fentreen had been scat, and whether he had been ordered to unite with jt r 
Reno. 

Under the air c etantea it would be very is portent . 

Could he fora any estimate with ressrd to his duty se ender based cm 
any action of Captain 'enteeg' a unless he knew what Captain ez teen wa s 
ordered to do . 

I think not . 

At the time `1sJa ' e :u'a txd left the ti ber was Captain tsen' s 
eolumn in at ht?
 


I did not sere him.
 


Were there any evidences of his approach?
 


did not see him. 

:hate whether there is in the river between the point A ead where `major 
Reno's cc 1e! trotted to the top of the hill any pleoe where a column 
of ctnv lry coming from the right side of the timber guild have crossed? 

A.	 I don't know • I never was over that ground . 

Q. that view of the oouutry does t ke back fr ox the timber ta 
the direction of the point A . 

Haack to the ford . 

What wain, be *karat the range of view, 

About two Iles from the timber beet to the arose i . 

, You were on detached duty, were you ? 

Yes	 sir.
 


connected with aryr of the companies in the timber.
 


A. No sir, I was on duty with the stouts but riot with any cs peny. 

You were subject to no company orders . 

No, sir. 

z. You did whatever your own sense of duty dictated? 

A. I was under no orders . 

low tech of Major ecso's action in the timber did you see ? 

A. I saw kin but once, and he was about fifty yards trams* 

Q. that was he doing. 

.A. He was going from the park out on the ekirith line
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Pert of the park 

Neer the edge • toward the outside.
 


iron that direction was he coming ?
 


'r= the direction where the Wrath' were. 

to you know of your owe knowledge of his taking company G and going into 
the tube' to aseertaIn whore acme Indians in there gore firing, 

I do not . 

C .	 esn yo : give any opinion whatever to to the correctness of his dispositio n 
of the forces in the timber ; the coolness of his own behavior. 

I cm tell nothing of his own bed aior st thet was the only time I sa w 
him, but the disposition of the troops was a very good one I thought . 

Did you see finny "wideness of the want of oourege or coolness among the men? 

A. I saw no evidences of fear HAMA the ;u. 

c. You s;heak of seeing some Indian lodges "ud a Urge cloud of dust stee d 
by the Indiana riding back and forth on the plain . 

A. Yee, g r. 

Q . Did that indicate the preeeench of a very considerable number of Indian s 
thtt were unseen by the o nd? 

A. I don't know Whether the coMmand could see them ar not, they could certainl y 
tee the duet, I don't think they could gees the tepees . 

0 abut impression did that sake on yohr mind, :id it not indicate that there4. 

was a considerable body of Indiana that had not di eclOseed themselves . . 

A . Yes sir . 'dverybody knew there were lots of Indians there . 

Hoh fhrr was that Cooley its frost of the skirmish this. 

A. Aboust 00 yards . 

C. ii hpt bod,bf Indians came from that a coley? 

I think there gust have been 400 or 500. 

4 . sate whet in your judgment wouIt have been the effect on the **loam of 
Major eno if he had continued to redvance in the direction of the village . 

I don't think he would have f- of a man through. 

tate hear long the colunh would have lasted? 

A . Not over S minutes, I think. 

Q . If he dismounted his men be would have a batter chance . 

A , I am speaking of the men mounted, had he gone 300 yards further mounted , 
I don't think he would have got a mah out . 
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Doe* that dismounting and deploying the men in the way he did, omitted 
itself to your judgment as e. soldier . 

A . I thtok it was the only thing that saved us * 

stater if you have any opinion to Riv e 
the river and then to the high lands beyon 

to the Novenemt book to 
ether disorderly or not * 

There is certainly more or less disorder about a cavalry c It moving at 
s fast gait, but I d'*'t think that fiend vas very such demoralised when 
it got on top of the hill because when I got there the men were halted i n 
column, they were going into in, .. the men were moving into line without 
any difficulty whatever . 

?told that he the ease if there bad been deaoralination in the tuber or 
plain. Could they recover thermeelves with that rrapidity . 

A. I never saw a demoralized or panic a trickan set of men; but I , tad ge i t 
uld be difficult to get than in order . 

,. You rent by ajor Reno'aa order for the peek train? 

A. yes, sir. 

AM returned without elating for the ohs? 

A. Yes sir. 

. By who were you sent to join Ca; sin Aeir? 

, ay Ma or ;-ono. 

%. Captain weir's ed to to is Beateen's ea .gyn.? 

Toe, sir. 

That color had not been under fire? 

A . Jo sir. 

Stets whether Jor Reno lest any time after the pack train cease ur; and 
the ammunition hard been repleai ebod and the a oo ed men were pro, erly 
eared for in morin~ 'is command in the direction in which General Custe r 
and his ran were efterwerds found ? 

can't say, beaauss as soon as I got beak from the peek train I went t o 
Ccptain ;xair and oboe I came back I met jor Reno going down. Be could 
not have lest much time .or he would not have been at the point where I 
met him 

qo fer did the eolume r Major Reno go down the river in the direeti .ce 
that General Custer was found ? 

A . I think about a mile . It may bee little more * timaate of dictancee 
may ba vary inaccurate. 

y use doing?. To whom did you communicate *het Captain weir's e 

A. To Major Reno. 
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What reason did yy give , ar deco, it any, far Cetpte Weirs ceasinghis forward v'euent s 

en I returned I told j r keno what Captai . sir had said to es and Ilooked hp and maw Captain "air gaming » joining the canna. 

that was tho cocoon of Captain sir's *easing his movement in the directionof C+sneral Custer'o battlefield. 

The whole country in front of bin trees cove.. with Ind ions. 

thn Indiana in such numbers as to render it hopeleew fay hin to attasept 
any further advance . . 

Thera were probably 1500 Indians in sight at the least calcul#tiara . 

s character of the country favorable or not for the concealment of a 
larger number of Indians ? 

Yes, sir w very favorable. 

,With regard to selecting a place where the oolt should make a fina l $9 
stets whether t is not euetc ry for an officer second in co nd to 

with the communding officer in regard to ueetiono of that kin f 

I don`t know. I thin do a goo deal on the jai g officer 
hilf, 

ould it be any evidence of cowardice or indecision for jor {erno to 
have consulted Captain Bentsen, or to have received auggeetione trod 
Captain b'onteen is regard to the selection of a place to mato a stand? 

A . I think not . 

the *election of the pine* was according to the hest judgement of th e 
commanding officer ad the second offioar in o nd. 

I heard about it wee this conversation before the position was to , 

I wish you to speak now with reference to the c .erecter of the river at 
the point dl, and state whether there as an opportunity for a command to 
get from the right tank of the river to the left. . .trite bother the banks 
were such en to make a good crossing . 

It was easily forded. The entire comma pose down t€e crater there . 

The app eh of atijor *to was almost directly on the printed line on the 
map . 

A. Ysa, sir. a went . th erne on the morning of the *8th. 

Q. ;tats what was the condition of the baanks on the other side. Did they 
-present any obstacles to a ford? 

. Very little. on the ri ht bank it gas a gravelly bvttin. on the left bank 

it low a little boggy but not so .nuch ne to prevent it beind? a good 
crossing. 
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8tat. if there were any eevidenciadi ting to your mind thot soy seeraset had %ekeees plows at the point 3 or between that point and the positio nwhere Major Reno Nods his stood * 

:ants whether the po did phase for fording that
street as did.
 


Just about 4. good.
 


Roo far fry the point 4 were t- d d bodies fbuod* 

A* I think about half a ail* or a li { 

hat evide ce die! the poeiti dead a prseeent to your mind of a 
prolonged stride. 
I don't how anythi I can't 'soy anythin tieeulesr emi t 
the appearances * 

ete whether you found any in akiroieh lino erept those e►lout Captain 
Ihoun. 

: s co ny. Lieeut . ith'a t g I did not seea was only ono I. *so and 2-
of his moo. wars in a Cooleyo 

Did to of thoas an indicate a prolonged rse sta g 

A. It Dad tad eekiraish ordeer. They we skintskirmish intervals . 

as you know the posit -of the mean and the abstracter of the country 
they were toad Go you give any jasd aitt whatever with regard to 

tiler length of the struggle those e►n odor General Coster oade 
the Indiana. 

A. I don't think it lasted at the outside over throw quarters ofan hour. 

Q. -tote In toward tot Jor ' oat on the hill. :1 you sere any 
indications whatever of c 

I did not. 

Mate whether to your opinion he was muting in any paErtieu€larr in the 
proper disposition oav control of his commend ? 

I think the commend was under good control and the forces well disposed – 
the beet the,t could be made under the circumstances * 

C. ears not his 4utise vet each part of the commend eeueh that et eral view 
could not be obtained of the conduct of he Gooding officers at all 
ports of the c * 

A . Toe sir. You could not see . to f etaal►ad . 

the commanding- offio r fully d isohorgi his duties withou t 
betas s+esn by all the otfioore in that eeaagsgeea ent . 

They could not all hays) aeon his at the saa* tine.A0 
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You have helm asked a question as to the offset upon the c .d eraesa rswtiring from the tiger if a thousand Indians had close! up on it. #=ae 
not the number of Indians constantly increasing. 

A . I don't know about that . I hardly think they ware . 

tae not oho of the purposes of retire from the timber to the hill to 
prevent those, Indians from closing on be command . 

,, I aup° owe it was , 

You said you believed that sores of the mon had fired according to your 
lodgment about forty ro nds . o you think that the average number fired . 

Yes sir. 

, y , tste whether the petetk train ono on the left ar riet side of the 
river. 

A. It was on the right hand 

Do you know whether it .e understood or supposed that it w Sul, d ja 
:Reno*s send? 

A, I do not know. 

Z. Then there would he a third element in the question that is whether the 
tea r d could cake a combination with tha pack train? 

The Indians did not lea'a until otter Major no had retire; from the 
ti a:-

period of the elassd between the Bross inag e t A and raoht the*hat 

tiMber. 

10 or 15 minutes more. 

was the total then? 

It would be betwos 40 and 5 minu 

de a a i met the Ind i*na ocaagiod 45Then *stover diversion Major =moo
 


and 50 minutes ?
 


About that t=°.gee . 

If at the time the line the deploying in skirmish torn, a *column had bean 

passing at the joint rt would it not have had hors than tins to have 

reached Y. before a j or to o'w command left the timber? 

A. I think it would have plenty of time to get there . 
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if t h e odium who thereat the point 2 wheat the ling w 
would hot the d that was passing t ree have hod more than tip !to 
rib that wat p 

it i ld have hod plea par %oe to got t 

If o taboo ns at the point y 09~o de le d hie oh line 
the **Imo was moving fiords i# old it sot °sue ro h d mat i tt mob 

'wooer than the Indians on the loft 
got that after major 

A* IhA wild on a good how etir+s ex s# 
Moh h start would a oo 1 have. being 
deployed* in r eht the, point B over the Indite w did not i.sa~r+~ C until 

l ' ° retired fry the ti nt 
Yho column would have the 30 aai too tht wo in the tti rer. 

t order, if 414
 

hop,


A. I did not hoar him give any. 

.of the stirmi3h I 

A. I Mt 7*711le attention to the limas r• 

order*, if any, did F - Armor Koh on the hill other than you 
have already' ath 

. Yes, I said yostorlhA 9 
was being deployed, 
ti give orders amt 

0 was that r e 

It ,uat as I got on the to 

has it diot,r after the refit from the tt ' 

A. Yew air* 

o giving orb for th e dispoatti , € f the r3 

I hid hint dive er iors 

or earl fire. irc the di toy 

i4ions by tits R000rdor 

You state that the Indite hero in front of :major hen*'e oo in a Cooley 
and o oo the comae bolted they a wing out of the esol . Could Major 

teeter Indite in tat **Om whorl be ?sil tt 

elf end I a bettor poottlon than .eau7, d 

Did ho More th Indians f the cooler 
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Teo air.
 

c . . tote
 if you know why be halted the command then and there if he did not 
know there; woo that body of Indiana in front? 

A . I don't know. 

C. . -tilt* whether it is a acted of an officer it command of a column ordere d 
to charge the Indiana that he will know all about the particular features 
of the gratin he will have to o over? 

A, Not ueossaeri ly. 

. On the contrary has he not got to sake the charge to fini out what is there . 

Thtt would be the way I would do it. 

Co 	 :a you know whether oral Cusster't trail elan. near to k*jor 1eoo' s 
position on the hill.
 

I think it east hats cone -pretty close to it.
 

o 4, y ffia. 

A, Thht was thm beat oay to move don that divide and if he we seen on the 
hill as I have hoard, he muot have passed close by that place . 

0, Could not the command have best, ecen through a notch in t) bluffs at a 
point further down than that. 

A. I don't know. I :won't this<k it could. I think the rid ar next the river 
is higher that the ground hook of some d iet a nee. 

C . HOIrOao it farther back up the river?
 


A, I think they eould have boon seen . I sees not certain.
 


4 . Did you see any evidence of amoral Cutter ' s trail coming near. Major 
Reno's position on the hill? 

A. 	 .1 did not . 

'hut .tote the ford 3 is as cti ble as the ford ; which is nearest 

the hostile v ilia s h or A? 

A . 3 is right at the villege right across in the bend .
 

. In rag •rd to the s ev-rity of tha fighting on Jenerel Cuet r'a battlefiel d
 

did you see any evidences that there oat hard fi?bting there or the 

contrary . 

very hard fighting especially where Genera lI think there suet hf a b+ 
Cutter toll *
 

Q._ You think there was a bard. struggle?
 

I found a few shells.
A. Undoubtedly there was s very hard etzgle.
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=o you or not know it 'a p the habit of tha Indiana to pick ua thew* shells? 

A. Yee sir it is. 

Q. You have been asked in ref.ronce to eis ooleeee bei r seen at the point a t 
the tine 5nr lie= was deploying his men as skirmishers . Had General 
Custer seen go j ©r ens deploying his column at that pities would he hav e 
had reason to believe or to oppose that le jor Reno would r ; treat from 
there in 30 or 40 minutes . 

He could very easily see Chet there were five times as many Indians a s ee 
had men. 

Could he moo into the timber and into the eoolsy beyond . 

If he son them after the lino ono deployed saw the Indians eon out of 
the eooley. 

If	 he saw that command in the act of deploying would it be any indicetiou 
in General Ouster's mind of the number of Indians in front of then . 

A, Immediately after jor Reno dismounted, thooe Indians ammo out of th e 
ocoley and if he had been there he could have seen them come out . 

noon if that 'es the ease would he have any reason to believe that <ajor 
Reno would retreat from that position in 30 minutes knowing the% he had 
110 roods of =monition par man? 

A. I don't know about that . 

:'torte whether or not General Custer se commanding officer would have pre-
sumed that .e jor Reno would obey his order unless opposed by s greatly 
aupertor forme anti them if he Gould not obey the order tt',ot be would re-
main in that position in the timber . 

A . If he Este an order a i co and in officer I su psae he, as all other 
caroming off iceers, would naturally suppose it 'oink be obeyed if possible. 

The commend having got into that position 'cool he not =poet it to remain 
there as long as It possibly could? 

He would naturally think they would eta), there if they could . 

If Major Reno with 100 men co . l:' get away from 1000 Indiana croon a rive r
•	 and climb a hill, cold not General :usteer with his esmziaud by leaving hi s 

dead and wounded, fly the field ? 

.	 I think he could 

. Quest io ne by M& Arlo. 

Wham gam; speak of th straggle on the bank of the river do you mean that i t 

sea a prolon ged one. 

A. Ito air I think not . 

_~• Des the point afford a view of th° Indian enoomment below the plain. 

A . Ito air, don't think it does. , 

C . "• os t :aie point little lover down.
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A . Tau can see a part of it from there . I can't tell anything abut this
point 2 from the map. :here t e h point some distance below where : a jo r
Rene med. his stand from which you can see the upper and of the village . 

If Uajer no was to be supeorrt from the 3ever aids would the for d 
be the proper place to do it. 

You would have to go thry h . the village told* and I think that wou3d be 
a poor place. 

'as there any evidence of any moat determined stand at 3 then there was 
on the part of .ajar Reno at the point C . 

.:bout the coral wideness are deed ho see a : not see any at 
the point J . 

Questions by the Cautt . 

id you cross the river at b. 

I. I did, personally . The commend did not, 

The witness then retired. 

2 o'clock p .m. the rm dj urned to met agai o'clock 

r3W, aednesday, Te a 

10th t> ~ . 

C hicago, Illinois 
tednesday, 3'enunry "9,3899 

11 o'clock a .n. 

'he _Crest t par sit to 1 en 

t 

Col .Sohu E . Ring• sath Infantry 
Col. eelwy Merritt, 5th Cavalry 
Lt . ol . 7 . . Rays ll, 3d Cavalry 

Recorder 

1st Ltsut 3'eses M. Lee, &djt ., 9th Inf. 

o and his counsel were also present . 

Mg) proceedings of the last session as far as written ecre reed and 

a proved. 

Lieut. Charles a Radio, 7th Cavalry, a witness called by the Recorde r 

and being first duly swot to testily the truth the *hole truth and nothin g 

bUtthe truth, testified as followws:
 


Tel. 1.
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Otoet ions by the Recorder. 

~ s ~yyouretate you name, rank, regiment end ai
wter* serving. 

Chariot) de mice, let Lieut. 9th Cavalry, serving now at : art Meade Boar 
4utte. 

=tote whet duty you were on on the of Tune 1fil6 under whose eommand 
serving as eomma d i r officer . 

1 wee attached to o tty :, 7th C€svelyy, serving under sera 1 Custer . 

;teto if you were under command of Ia j r .no as commanding *Meer that 
day, if so where see it hie Oosetend marched ahead of General :ouster' s 
colter on that day. 

In the S5th of Thee Tw bout II er IP o'clock the command of General Custer 
was divided into throe battalions. Qua as put under ecte nd of Captain 
Bentsen, the ranking Captain of the 7th Cavalry, three other companies 
were put under commend of Major can* of the 7th eevetry ; I being attached 
to one of the companies of his battalion, "served with him. . followed 
down a creek that emptied into the Little Big Horn, on the left hand side 
of the creek, the creek runes saeet and west and General Custer Meth 
five companies following parallel with us on the right hand side of th e 
creek for severbi miles . Pretty a#on we reached a vacated village wher e 
there was a tepee with some deed Indians inside . :id:A in,reaaioe was that 
the Indians had left that vill a very suddenly not longb sfore. ?e 
passed that abandoned village at a trot . a were wing in column of feet's . 
I was in the centre of the battalion . 

des that the place where diaior moo' a command tiearehed 'shoed of ae :ere Ico 
Custer. 

1 . yea sir. General Custer divorced his c ud to the ri ht after we p seed 
that village. That was 4 or 5 sctis s free the ford . 

.l far wee thot to e' from the place whore ar Bence *reseed the Little 
Big Tiara. 

A, About 4 or 5 stiles. ;e were going ate trot over a broken country . 

low lone did it take you to reach the eroading from the time yGe awed 
that tepee. 

A. robabty half a1~ hour. 

C . o you hem whether Jor 'hero haves a :ny order* or is .etructioa to the 
emend going to the crossing. 

A. I heard none. 

deserib. that crossing and if ther was any delay there atste for whe t c. 
purpose. 

er . I remember that Wsjor Bono was th eThere vas no delay that I . 
first: an to go into the river . My horse was 'stubborn and would not go 

the Nap and when he jumped into the river heInto the river only on 
splashed water on ha jor Ague and after I got noroes I could not hold my 

horse for ehout 100 yards. I there checked him and edited till the compan y 

came up. 

::Lute if you eau the hostile 'lane before a rowing. 
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A. I saw a few . 

Q, Where did you see than. 

A. Coin; down the creek i the bottom. 

About how many . 

A, I can't judge very well . I was not in position, I was in the middle ofthecolumn. 

Q . Did you see them before you crossed the river . 

A. Yes, just after we plumed the % aandoned village . V ,e supposed they belonged
to that village. 

. How Dear to the crossing of the river were you when you saw those Indiana . 

A . I can't tell, it was very near. 

t_ . ;,id you notice what they were doing? 

A. No sir. scam of our Rees were ahead too and those Indian scouts scatter 
all over the country. 

Tell all you know about the advenaa of l+ejor Reeno'a column from the tir e 
it crossed the stream till it reached the point where it halted and wa s 
deployed es ekirnishers . 

A. As aeon as we cleared the woods on the other aide of the river, !ajor Ren o 
called the battalion into line of bottle. As soon as the line was formed 
Major keno moved them at a gallop . Major = aeno wes. ahead of ma probably 
13 or 15 yards. M for ;43no was c etinueili checking the man, keeping th e 
line in good order . We probably walloped 2 miles across the plain - it 
was sandy and full of sae brush, rather difficult for cavalry to go throaagh . 
when =Pa' hat got near to the woods on the right hand side of the line T 
heard roue bullets whistling but not the noise of the explosion . In front 
of us there seas an iremenae dense dust and >e could see the shadows o f 
some Indians in thet du-to Pretty on Major *see gave the commend to 
dismount end prepare to fight on foot . The battalion halted promptly and 
diameunted and de played very nicely. It surprised ne much as there was a 
lot of recruits among them aed many of the horses were green, The battalio n 
deployed, the right of the line at right angles with the woods. 

Q. You say you saw .:eJor Reno checking the men coming down. ';g hat harass do
 


you refer to.
 


A. For instance the horse of the , right company eere rather unruly and the me n
 

could not cheek their horses - one or two I noticed mdnelr.
 

Q . ere the horses generally pretty frisky. 

A . They were rather excited they had never seen such service, and horse s
 

generally et excited after galloping a mile or two.
 


40 After Major i eno's co:Mud crossed the river state if there was any trumps t 
Or bugle cell sounded going down. 

A . None that I heard . 
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G• What were those Indians that you mew in the dust doing a *deaw:mine toward * h;ador Reno or running. 

A . They ware running around raising a durst . 

, . eel* they advancing towards hint et the time he halted . 

A. No they seemed to be standing salting for the command to come up . 

Q. Bee far was that tram the line ? 

A. 5 or OT O yards . 

. =tote the gait at ehieh the contend moved in going over the bottaaa. 

'he lay gait wee at a a flop eo .;r< after we cleared the woods . 

C . Hot tot did it take you to go from the Greasing to where the commend wa s 
de;loved s 

A. The distenee was about milea and went at as gallop . I think we were 12 
or 15 minutes . 

. ``den was it the Indians opened fire after you crossed . ¢.*e it before you 
halted or as you were in the act of haalting . 

Same bullets had whistled past before. 

Q. Few or many? 

A. I heard several shots. 

q. lid the a+ sd halt right away after that? 

A. The sir right away, as Loon as the command was Oren . 

Go on tram the time the eammanb wee halted there and describe in your ow nc et 
way, carefully, ell that occurred to your knowledge ae to the movement s 
of the Indiana and of the tr . o s, what ore ere or inatrn.ctiorxs were aivenn 
by ajar limo, meat .ting all you know about his conduct up to the time the 
command left the .iaber or *Gods . 

A . iaa sa~n as the line was deployed as ekirmiahere some Indiana began to come 
out of the dust and started on their right and our left ea the high bluffs . 
They came ell round and pretty aeon after came on m r flanks. The skire 
wish line advanced 75 or 100 yards during that fire and then the fire 
being en that flank it turned. Our aerbieea did not carry that far, the 
bullets were striking short of the Indians . The Indians must hfve had 
rifler- as their bz llete reacted our lire . They amtin;:ed to came out in 
lots of 3 or 4 or d together . x'retty soon their fire wan a n around us 
on our front left and rear, the only tide there was no fire was on ou r 
right next the woods. r'robz bly the skirmish line remained shout 10 
minutes there and during that time I saw Major Remo a couras .ing the men. -

q . %eacribe the eat of euoouras ;eoasat. 

A. Be stood in his position that he ought to be in, end directed the men to 
direct their fire properly and steadily, eta . Pretty soon Lieut. =allaeee, 
as we were sitting together, celled my attention to the Indians coming i n 
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on the other Ado of the woods . I started right down a little path with 
5 or 6 men on the right of the lino, to go end see . That geode rakes a 
kind of terse-shoe shape . There won e regular bench or bank and then 
another woods that continued utterly to the river where Jajor keno ern so d 
over. }be skirmish line was forced at right angles to the woods . They
halted a little farther down and advanced about 95 or 3.00 yards. There 
oar« a clearing inside in which there were ewe tepee poles and some mee t 
drying. I came across that and sew some Indiana through the woods . 

. has th,t looking down stream or u ; stream._ 

i,	 	Down stream. ae were facing the village. I stood there probably la minutes 
with men. ,a were freer the Indians coning through the a up stream.
Probably 10 minutes after we were there the trumpeter of my company brought 
up my horse end said Lieut . here is your horss .I said I don't want my 
horse. I was then standing on the tank of the creek. The man said : they 
are going out and the men I had with me immediately mounted their horses. 
I tries: to ebo€k them hut-they would of listen to as but pushed on through . 
I stopped Et the creek trying to keep the men steady as the last man passe d 
me. I noticed the huidon of the company on the bunk of the arm* and I 
told him to go get it before he went Bret The mmh said it was too ho t 
there for his and continued on his way . I thought it was not very bet aid 
resat and got the guidon myself . It 'see not more then 40 feet which I had 
to go beak. I crawled %to the top of the bank end grabbed the guido n 
and there were 0 or 30 Indiana) coming not nere than 40 or 50 yards fro m 
me scattering t s they saw the heed od my borate over the bank . They fired 
a volley at as . The bullets came wbistlinh about ue and I dropped down. 

Q. By that time had the eeommao all got out as far as you know ? 

A, Yoe air, those that were with me the woods were thick and dense and I
 

could not see the men ♦eery tar .
 


'dd. Had the commend gone at that time . 

A. The left was gorse out. 

.h	 	 hid you hear any bugle or trumpet calls there in the timber 

No sir. 

ould you have been likely to have heard them if they had been amanded , 

A. I think so. 

hid you see a . Reno about the time the acs nd loft the tither . 

A. No sir. 

Did you hear any orders given by himh 

h .	 	No sir. 

has the order that ease to you from him in the usual way . 

Bed ge ob a few minutes before he said his hors eA.	 	 No air. I had seen lieut . 
was wounded and was lead in :, him, but I could see no wound and told him I 

thought it was a spent bullet . 

C. You ono Lai . hono on the line . 



es sir and after thet I did not see hint again.
 


What position was he in
 on 
the line? 

A.	 	 H* was standing on the skirmish line. 

Mot was the condition of they tom you saw when they were 1ceviag t o
timber. ere they demoralized or not . 

I cauid not tell. Alen I got back s- sfn on the south side of the bank up
the °rook - when I sot the utdon I strucc through a done* woods I coul d 
not get up there. 

4,	 	 You tried to stop those teen were they demoralized or not ? 

A. It appeared to be a panic . 

, Roo do you judge it to be a panic . 

A, eosus* they would not obey my orders to stay there . 

Row many Indians did you se* at the place you spook of (taming up thr g h 
the tuber. 

At that partieuler place probably 30 or more . I could € of teats the country 
was full of woods and they may have divided. 

1,	 	 You spoke of Indians that pseaod on the bluff to the left . Row many 
Indians do you think you saw pawing around there . 

A. Probably 100 to 150, not altother 3, 4, and 5 at s time. They were 
continually going across . 

wring the first half hour did the Indiana come to Major Reno's front o r 
flank, and how near . 

A . dome of th' Indians came within 2 and 300 ynrs. 

In force or body. 

A. No sir - scattering as they always do . 

Q .	 	 1h out how oony did you se*? 

A . I only saw a few. They came to our left over the bluffs but they were coa► -
stantly coming through and there wore evidences of the Indians canin g 
through th* woods. 

Of those yen saw 30 or 40 . 

A, Tee sir, that was in my tamed i_a t e front . 

Q. Looking dots stream. 

• Yee	 sir.
 


ono west
Ad those 30 or 40 Indians come dawn to where J . 

A . They came on top of the bank and when they wow as and fired I struck acros s 
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the thick moods and less y get a path there you cannot get through i t 
is so thick. When I had got only about halt way the Indians had go* to the 
place where I took the guidon end fired on me . 

t wee after the awn bad left . 

Toe sir. 

I want is before the met lift • Whet Indians did yells *in earning in . 

It wars the seat) p ,.rty prvbehly 2 or .00 were firing at us and we firm 
back again. 

At the time Maj . Reno's; command left the timber had the Ind' ema trot into 
that bunch of timber here Ma j. :; eno' a command was, 

A . No air . I don't thick arty Indiana had got in that timber at all. 

• =ante if you kw) whet had	 befoe of the large number of Indiana 
were Resound * 3. ssso's a nd after he left the timber and where did they 
go. 

;goon after he left the timber and reached the hill the firing commenced e a 
the other side of the village . I heard immense volleys or firiw en d 
more than half the Indian. around Me j. Reno left, rt of them went oe 
the higheet bluffs and part went darn the river . aome of then pickete d 
their ponies under the bluffs and ley down fret !etching k=e j. Reno. 

hoe the time Maj. heno deployed the men men in the bottom how Ion ; way i t 
before the command left the timber . 

I judge it Yea 20 or S minutes perhaps half an hour . 

Q. Roe do you fix the time. 

I had a watch, and as I was Ieft ba ins I wee anxious to know what time it 

was. I was looking for night to get aut of there. 

what tine was it when you looked et your a.tch? 

where eb ut 2 o' cloth as seer as I remember . 

Did you look at the time juet after the command left. 

Yana air just after. I know it wee hotfoot tee and three o'clock. I can't 
ricer the sheet minute -Ow. 

C. as it after 2 o'clock? 

A. Yes sir. I looked et my catch *eery ten minutes. 

know abut has "asny rode of s nitton the seen fired awayataate if yea, 
before the mown nd left the timber as tear as you can estimate it . 

a . I don't think they could have fired over 30 or 40 roun:a while in open 
skirmish lino they would probably fire more than in the timber when covered . 
°yhen they had a then a to aim end fire whenever they ;used . 

" . R w lone did the ekirkish line stay them: before it cans in. 
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A . 10 or 12 minutes .
 


`he .cater part of the
 
 '= it ion was fir ad u : there . 

A, I think so . 

c 	. How near did the Indians come to that line .
 

. 2 or 300 yards from It in front
.
 


, Bow
 


probably 2 or 300. Not is sass but in groups of 2 or 4 or 5. That i s
the reason I could not judge of the number .
 


Wee anybody hit on the line .
•
 


Yee, I saw es sergeant killed.
 


Was he the only one .
 


No I eaw two or three others eoc ed . 4e4rtzesant
 
 its-was aede►d in the 
amend axfterwarde went out with . j. Reno. 

. How did he out, on horsebnek. 

I euppo, so. 

Q. a be able to ride a horse? 

A. I suppose so . 

is id you see the wound . 

He said he was wounded in the arm . 

evere, or slight .
 


Very slight .
 


C. H long did you re rein in the timber after the c left it . 

Till about 9 o'clock that ui at . 

}r the time you got there till you l-;ft, what vie had you of the Indian 
village.
 

. I could not e_, e the v i11hie well because the woods were in front of e ,
~ 
only in ploces . I did not go to sae the villa ge. The nearest tepee wa s 
probably 1" OO yards from the positi : n I was in .= 

tl ot poeit ion you were in the same as that the command was in? 

Yes sir.•
 


as near to the village as the caocemsnd had hem.
You were 

Yee sir just the tee. 

About how many lodges did you nee, or could you judge. 
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I 0004 not judge . I could only see a few lames 'hero the rir er makes' a
bend. 

tlo on and state if you heard any firm after , . Remot e command got tothe timber . If so in what directive end how long did the firing last . 

The fire started swoon after aj . eenoA. got on top of the hill at least a
few minutes after I could hear rove volleys on the other side of the 
village, it Bees down the river and the fire lasted probably an hour and a 
half then died off at a distance cith mil shots and pretty soon the 
fire entirely died away, Before it died away entirely the seas Indik n* v4 o 
left j.. Reno soon after be left the timber ewe* right back again an d 
part of thee want on the bluff, and part of the* t right stereos the 
plain and to the south of . a j . . end' a position on the bluff. 

k Tors wheat you afterwards knew of the fate of Gehl . Ouster's command, state 
if that firing you heard came from hi p-, field of battle? 

I think so. I was in the- valley of the stream and cool ilmor bettor than 
if I was in any other position . 

Give from the reap if you can a deacripti n of the timber e ;. Reno left 
and state if it was a goad defenotble plea* and if so why . 

A. It is a bunch of timber which I have described as h vine a horseshoe shwa . 
There was an opening I believe the creek was a dry creek. The bottom wa s 
probably 2b yards :<ide and very thickly oQded. . -here was a very thick. 
undergrowth and very l- ge cottonwood t trees on the etrese :. There was a 
clearing where I was. The bad was ten or twelve feat high probably more 
and theirs were but very few pieces that you could go down only ou the pony 
paths in other pia** you could not eat down beetene the banks were al :e t 
perpendiculRr. On the bottom there were paths going in the saw direction 
as the creek not much wood on it. The banks were about the same on both 
eidee. 

Then the plate came to the edge of the timber all round ? 

A. Yes air. 

Then there was a Jump off of how n y feet . 

A, 10, or-12 . 

fter it left you in the'sheen and where did you join J . ire'* c=ane 
timber. 

A. I joined the 9 of June, about 3 o'clock in the rni on the seas bill 

that he went to on the 25th. 

vin away on rue 6 of June.C. :lid you see the Indian village 

passed right by where I was at that time I was LisA . I aew part of them . =`amt 
the woods near *hero we forded the river the first time. 

tee it there y 3u sew thee first. 

A, came out of the timber at the point ' C" and attsepted to join Yaj . 

Reno's commend the night before and tie found there were lots of Indian s 
.between us and the river and of course we atuld not pass through 
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:Mate where it was you the Indians moving away. . 

!A"I was down near the ford on the morning of the 25 between 10 and 1 1
o'clock. 1 saw soma moving eway .I e~aul. i hear the arise of the children 
and dogs. 

. How fear did they pass from you ? 

d or 600 yards . 

was the size of the village from what you sew. 

A. T h e y lasted several . 
bours befo g-- they all passed . I c l heir the noise 

of the travois and of the dogs and children, 

Could you see the travois . 

sir one of thee. 

closed up or settle 4, 

A. They were scattered n s -Ieeee atd in s 1<teee thick. 

q, here they were thick what did they ap pear to be . 

A. r s and children that I saw. 

Now many warriors did you s3ee3. 

: . The warriors ',ere round sj:r the time they were moving out and kep t 
a brierk fire. 

C . :y id you we thec warriors :'oving away. 

Yes about half pest four on the 26th . 

Could you judge of their tamer.e . 

A . No t aoee that i sew tent off at intervald end not all together. My fatten-
tior we first called to it while I was in the woods ne r the point e . 
There was an Indian 50 or 60 yards frae us on a point ; at first I supposed 

he see watching us. '"he :cods were on fire at the time all armed us 
exespt a bunch of bullbecrriee and the grass tea green • ir. und it and we 
had withdraw. into it when the fire came and rosained there and it was 
closer all around so ee could see. 

Q. About that was the width and length of the eevi g Indiana . How tsay did 

ther e' eQpear to be of the warriors. 

A. I could see Indians standing on the bluf:'s erg lying flat des on t: beak 
j e were at least two miles andof the bluff . they extended all around . 

es beard theira half from ajar Acrd's command . tie could not see it but 

firing and heard some cheering once or twice but did not know that it vas 

for at the tires. About half past four o'clock that l=3dian stand at the 
point there fired four :tote with his pistol in the air, which I considere d 

see but whos ea signal. Pretty soon an Indian Chief than I could :Alt 

voice I could hear cemented collier and a lot of Indiens on the bluff lef t 

their please and passed where . 1 was. They rent easte singing but stn. 
there were lots of Indians left on the bluff and they kept up a firing. 
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Abut half an hour after the same Indian fired• four more shots in the .
air and the mute Indian that bad celled out ,the first time celled out 
a-sin end another party of Indiana came down from the bluff . Then there
were but a few Indians left on the bluff. By the time that all had left 
it vas about six o'clock in the evening . I thought et the time tha t
probyably the cOmmand had left. I knew nothi + about keneral t ua3ter' s 
defeat and th uhf we had bettor stay there t111 dark when there would b e 
no fear of .sleeting Indians as we had done the night before . As soon as
it was dark I drop . d into the river did not look for tde ford at all as 
we could not find it the night before. The water use about up to my am-
pits. ;e finally got acacia-;> the river and got on to the Bluffs . It vas 
a moonlight night but cloudy. =.ben the moon was out of the clouds it va s 
pretty bright and as wars afraid there were still sane Indians in there . 
t yen we =got nearly to the top of the bluff I said we had better not rise 
on the bluff suddenly because if there are Indians there they will fire. 
'then we laid down flat and rolled over . 

G . =lid you after that visit the place where the Indian village had been 
located . 

4. Yes sir. 

s . N hen was it . 

A . On the '8th of June I think it was . 

Tail what you know about the size and location of that village . 

A. The location was all along the bank on the western aide of the river en d 
was 3 or four miles long. 

C . About haw wide . 

A . robably about a mile and a half in sore places and in same places th e 
bluffs same nearer together' and there it would not be no wide . 

a id you take any count of the places where the lodges had been . 

A. I did not . 

6, aid you Make any examinations - find out how many lodges bad been there . 

A. I did not but my opinion was there were twelve or fifteen hundred because
 


if they have only been there
where lodges have been there are marks even 
twenty four hours and there. were lots of lo :gee left there. 

Is that estimate your supposi tiara or have you any mehns of arriving at it. 

A. It is a =are guess . I know it took nearly halfa day to destroy the thu s 
left there. Lome of the tepees were left a endin. and sit ere taken 

down. Our orders were to go up the river and look for caches . =tie found 
1P miles up the river .several places where meat was cached . e tent abxrt 

• "tact is your estimate of the effective fighting force of the village. 

warriors.% . I think somewhere abo t three or four thousand 

• How do you t at it? 

A. :limply by the number of tepees and wick,u' a . 
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Tongues' at those. 

Yes sir, and I guess at the num r of ma entirely. 

as that your estimate thou at the time or is it your ertima a now. 

. It is my estimate new. at thh.t time I probably estimated larger. 

;*, You have testified that yo u h rF firs ; for some time from the directionin which Been sra.l Custer's bf ttlef ieid s ascertained to be . otete how
1*Rg after that tiring ewse d before you heard firing like a genera l 
ougogo ont towards Mayor Reno's position on the hill. 

The fire on Major Reno's hill was abet continuous. and soon after the 
fire ceased on the other side of the villr- ee, a quantity of Indians come 
book there and surrounded Jor Reno god reinforced those they had lef t 
there before , 

YOU heard very heavy firing down stream 

Yes, sir. 

You mid when jar oeo moved out it seed as it most of the Indians 
had moved out and got* down tto some point below . 

Yes, sir. 

tste from the tins the heavy firing ri g ins it till thereid may how long g
 
wet a sound like a general dont round Reno.
 


do 80ae as the Indians cane book. 

About how long? 

I should say about 24 mutes. 

id you go over General Ouster's battlefield before t ho bodies ire buried . 

Yes sir, the sane day I came in . 

*scribe all you saw in reference to that field . 

Captain 3sntteeen ma ordered by eral.erry to take a company wit h 
Lieutenant Wiley and + lore that battlefield. I volunteered to go with 
Captain 3entsnn and asked for a horse which ha ogee m end,ae started for 
the place. Cat. 3entseen, Lieut . Bradley, Copt . Nolen and a'seif went 
u: to that place. s struck a ford on the north ids of the villa oe on 
the right bank of the river. It eppeared to be a natural ford, though 
there were no signs of the cavalry having forideo thre at all. a saw 
trooko of cavalry horses going over the bluff diagonally at that point . 
he lines on the map describe it about right . Probably -04 Yards from 

the ford "o fcund a deed body, tbr:t ass the first dead body we found , 
;,such disfi .-uread thatlying in the bolted of a little coolay . Hen s so 

aI did not mow who he was only the oor a on his pants noted he was 

trumpeter. I followed Lieut . Bradley and soon 're found more dead bodies . 
aThey were se€ tteereed all over in all positions. =herever there me 

cooleys. You sould see that they had attmpt-dh a to oaks a stand in th , 
ed to fortify 'h elves but tho f yr etion of the country w as such tha t 

o6 protect their rear . At last we got to top of the knol lthey cold 
'?tare General Custer and several others .are end the horsy I should say 
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fre e• tai' observation at the tins had been killed t e ta► a barricades fordefense. There were higher points all around where they could not defend 
themselves in both front and ?shroud they appeared to hsys bean overcom eby overwhelming numbers . -
 

.;yid you see any cartridge shells ?
 


I saw a few - I am informed that the Indians pick them up .
 


Don't yesa know they do it?
 


Yea sir I know it.
A . .There were but few shells found . .0n the knoll where 
Oe nereal Custer lay there were a tea shells found of our calibre. 

,. :=id yo visit the place marked as D, wh re lieut . Calhoun's body was found . 

A . Yes, sir, I see that. 

C. at were the evidences of fighting there ? 

The dead bodies. of men and horses . 

Ad you examine the ravine whore several 1 and bodies were found " 

A. Yes, sir. 

bodies were found there? 

A . I don't remember. I r er it was a part of the gray horse cony. 

a. How near the river was that ? 

A. The ravine ea s 40 or 50 yard a from the `seer of the river . 

Wear the potion of General Ouster's' body in a straight line to the river 
did you notice any ravine there with deed bodied in it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . How near was that to the river? 

A. tram 150 to 200 yards trots the river . 

. bat were the evidences of f ight ing there ? 

A. 'Whore sued to have been a resistance there . Their position was lower 
than that of the Indians and they had to defend themselves from the enem y 
in front and rear . 

Late rim' the sounds of firing which you beard in the timber after '>a jpr 
Reno's command had left which came from the direction of :General Custer' s 
battlefield how long: wan it from that time till. General duster's command 
must helve been annihilated. 

firm.A . I don't think it lasted over an hour and a half - the heavy 

C. . Can you state whether the same Indians who engaged Major Reno dawn in the 
see Indians who afterward stimber %here the command was deplo yed were the
 


.went afterGeneral Custer.
 


I can't tell. I saw Indians going Born the river. bather they got there 
.in time to assist the others or not, I can't say 
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Did they go befare that heavy firing aoiueneed? 

A. No, as soon as the heavy firing common they started , 

Q. at became of that heavy body of Indiana after Major }Rena left the timber . 

There were plenty all. aroued th re. 

Did they remain tree? 

A. awes remained there and some went on the bluffs through the ravines ati 
were in a. situ ct ion to fire on Major eno. I could see the but from the 
poeitioa gaj r Reno was in he probably could not see them . They had 
picketed their horses below. The great bulk of the Indians went down the 
river as soon as they heard the heavy tiring and returned soon after the 
firing began to die away but returned in much greater force than they wen t 
away. 

State whether Mayor +eno ' n positiae threatened the Indians in that village. 

, . I think it did . 

by do you think so? 

A. It was right near by and a short charge would have taken uee right into it . 

To what extent would it threaten it. n Jai would it hold a large 
force there? 

A . It would hole all that pert of the villa to defend it while that eommand 
wee so ne= r they would not leave it in thethoeition so near their village. 

Did you see enough of Major eeno there in the -timber to torn an opinio n 
as to his conduct. 

As I said before I saw him about tea minutes € n the skirmish line and 
during that time I admired hie educt . 

, . !Aid you see him all of that time 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were you looking at him all the tam minutes? 

A . I did, and at other officers & 

chat . mere the eon doing at that time .
 


They were acting very well. Mee and offiear = and all &
A . 

Were the men engaged in firing at that time? 

Tea	 sir. 

that there was any general notice given to that comman dNow do re Ivan!
 

that it was going to leaves the timber ?
 


A. I don't know anything about that . The onlynosledge I had at the retrea t 

was through the tzunetsr who brought me my horse. 

Vol. 1, p.315 



�

Did you see any Indians on the 216th er ' 26th of 'one that had bee fightl45General Ouster. 

A . Yes sirs
 

r, bet were the evidences end how did you see them?
 

A . On the morning of the 26th ebcout the break of day, from the position I 
was in on the left harsh of the river, I heard a party of mounted peen fordo jug, the river below us, I could hear the clankiu of the her seshctes an d
the splashing of the eater. I expected the end to corm back there 
about the break of day to renew their attack upon the village . Not know.-
tug ?hut had become of General Costar I thought he was with Major :ems all 
the. time. I crawled up the hank of the river to see who they were and 
to myy surprise they were going out instead of coming in. They warp arose-
iug 15 or 20 yards below. The river makes a bend rear there and I could 
not sea the party crossing but when they got aerobe they came righ t 
opposite where I was, through a path going up the bluff, I reco ice d 
soma of the horses of our regiment and some of the man had on white hat e 
and blouses . I noticed one an coming along, it was just break' of da y
and still dark under the bluff sn I noticed a man why I took to be Captain 
Tom Custer . He had on a buekskfn jacket, a white hat and rode a sorrel 
horse and I was certain it was him and I stepped on one side and sai d 
"Tom send your horse across here". There was an Indian there but I took 
him to be one of our tee Indiana a o Tom Custer generally had some of th e 
Indian *coats with him. They stepped and looked all around but they co 7d 
not see where, 1-':ohs because the branches fell down a cot eeled me. 
I said amain "Here I no, don't you see me" . Thou some of the Indian s 
noticed where I was and gave a yell and sent a volley back at me . Then 
I thought I ee s mistaken. Those men had evidently been engaged in th e 
attack on General Custer and had taken their clothing and bores* . 

Stt to if you. know 'whether th t large force of Indians did shat pursue Major 
Reno's command to the top of the hill? ' 

A, The time : a j or $teno r s command mat out of that timber the Indians-were 
fo1lowi _; him but when they got user the river some of the Indiana yelle d 
and all stopped running +aac3 some of the Indiana pointed up the stream. 
When I saw end heard that I expected Captain Hunt een waa cooing and I 
lamed up sad saw Captain :3enteen'a column coming. towards the same ford 
where we =armed but when the troops got to a certain plea* I saw the rear 
of the column turn around and disappear over a bluff on the ri ght bank. 
The Indite watched that column probably tens minutes and as soon as tha t 
column disappeared the heavy !trier commenced an the other side and they 
lefts 

ruestiont by jor Reno . 

•	 ;hit number of Wiens do you suppose wcre in the neighborhood of Majo r
 


Renee* cement 'hen it left the unbar and went to the hill .
 


A, In the direction I was I would say there were probably COO. I could not 

say how many there were on the left . 

How long had you been away from the skirmish line before the column-lef t 

the timber? 

I was all the time with the skirmish line - it withdrew i ;<to the woods 

the ooze time I did . 
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To what part of the timber did you go to get that ,guidon? 

A. On the top of the bank on the oast side . 

Q. where was the skirmish line at the time? 

A, It was is tha woods on way 1elt . 

Q. Wbere was the line halted and lismcnuated . 

A, Just on the east side of the curve, almost at right angles with the woods. 

4;0 Now close to the point C? 

A. The right or the skirmish line was near the woods and attended at into 
the plain. 

q. How long before any advance eon ordered of the line ? 

A . It was ordered• sooaefitter it woo dismounted it advaneed about 75 or 100 
yards and frail there withdrew into the woods . 

what point on the rap represents the advance of the &umiak lino . 

A, The advance of the skirmish lino is very nearly rereaentad by the dotted 
line on the ►p . It was more at right angles with the timber . 

Q, To what corzpany were you attached? 

A. To "A" Company as one of the easipsny offisers .
 


°;;• Raw did you eons to loots that company and go into the woods ?
 


A. I did not leave the coe~peny. The pony was at the right of the lino -
right at the thither . 

You wont into the timber? 

A, Sono of my men went into the timber and I wont with then . 

N. By whose orders did you go in the timber. 

A, No case. Lieut . ,chase said sown Indians were coming there and I went in . 

You separated yourself from your command . 

A . No sir, the command come into the woods Athos. Somas of the non were in
 


there when I wont in .
 


C . 'yid you follow than or lead theo in? 

A . I followed them. 

Q. By whose order did the moo start to .go into the woods? 

A. I don't know of soy ardor.
 


*. Did h=.a.Jor *too give on order to leave the lino and go into the woods .
 


A. Not that I know of .
 


Q. 0id you not have time to get out of the woods it you had not livered to
 


pick up the guidon .
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I suppose I had. 

c, , The trumpeter brought you your here*? 

A, yes, sir. 

Thsnj►ou could hove got out with the command . 

A. lea sir if I had gone with the nets as soon as my was brought me I coul d
have got out ma soon as the ten did . 

Q, It ens your own net that you ware left in the woods . 

A, Tee sir it was a delay of a couple of minutes that out no off . 

Q, tea there any necessity that there should be bugle culls sounded with a 
command of that she and going that distance towards the timber . 

, I think so - it could be letter heard than a verbal command where ther e 
was so much tiring. 

Going from the point A to where the line was deployed as it necessar y
there should he any bugling . 

Usually the bugle is used but c3 verbal e+nd is as good if it wasp be 
heard . Major Reno goo the co is in a strong voice . is has the muta-
tion of being a firm rate drill-master and has a good voice to command . 

.	 	 ;as not . the entire eommand under the orders of Major rlono till the point
 

was reached whore the aeon wore dismounted .
 


Yoe air, racy obeyed his orders as evmmand ing officer . 

co Can you indicate the spot Acre the firing commenced which you think 
see from General Custer's bsttletield . 

A. No. sir, I only heard the sound of firing. 

Q. Did it soon to grow very mach s re distant ? 

A. Yee air, the first mil, was very plcin - then it got farthe" on - and 
then it died out. 

Q. Did it seam to go very nosh fa*ther seway? 

A. No, not muck. I could hear the volleys > tell they oars going away. 

Q. Was thoro stuck a decrease in the volume of sound as to indicate a very 
great change of position . 

A. The firing one steady fora kung time end in volleys and after t}m t it was 
smattering and looted but a short time. 

Tits there anything to indicate that during the time that	 firm lasted 
theft point had trnvellsed any eonssi arabl ethat the men engaged in it at 

distance 

.. I could not tell about the distance. They could have gone over durlog that 
time. 

Tou speak of the point 9 as a fording place . 
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Yes, sir. 

How soon after ejor ?ono left the timber did the hoary -firing oatiemeace. 

A .	 	 Alms t simultsne ouely. Major a was about at the top of the hill whenthat fire started. 

Ana► dtve raion that Major Reno** oolumm might have effected lasted unti l
that heavy fire commenced? 

A . Yee, sir. 

het distance woe it from Major aeno's position on the hill to the plac e
where that firm took plea.? 

Between 4 and b miles . 

oo .	 	 What wee the dieteece beteeed the place where this firing occurred an d
Major Arno ;s position in the timber. 

A. Probably about the se distance, maybe a little shorter . 

c . Then when the diversion ceased the lnc inns that were diverted or detaine d 
by him were distant shunt 4 miles from the plows of tiring, 

A . Yoe air, about that. 

Q. You hoard. the firing at the point ie jor Rego occupied on the night of the 
p5th? 

A . Tee sir . 

Q . Making lloeeace for the greeter distance between the firing you heard o n 
the afternoon of the 7.dth and that which y 1u heard on the night of the 

th have you any reason to think that the colleen under bra jor Reno wa s 
assailed by any lean number of Indians then the column under Qenerea l 

star? 

A. I think probefhly '1ajar Reno had more - the Indiana eibo t Geneva Custe r 
I do not know anything about as I did not see thor.s about Major Reno I did 
see and I oak* my estimate from the number of Indians to the village and 
I think Major Rano had the meat of then around him . 

when you see the Indian clad in part of the seams of Captain Custer, ho w 
long use thet after `,`ajar one had left the timber ? 

A. ?het was an the maruin o of the ►th at daybreak . 

e .	 ,id you see any evidences of a struggle at the ford B . 

of the right sire of the river there wore r rke o fA. No sir, none st ell. 
two horse. feet then they swung around you could see the swinging of their 
shoes. e foilawed their trail up and the first thing we struck wee th e 
dead body of a soldier. 

• ith reference to the 17c~3isa	 :;ou found in a gully some distance from the 
~iveer, did not they present the a pearence of t trying to esoe.pe or to 
cot under cover for protection . 

A . I could not tell .
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, What is youXU nt? 

I think they—were in a position to oak* a ate. 

Did tt t positi+ into to that *omen had stood there or Were seated? 

It looms like theyws?e sepaested trtaes the in body and mode a stand forthemselves, 

The c r et a
 


b
 


tt f edged defence. 

deno from the time be crossed the rives till he 
so ter as i may ha a sees hls~ at y time after 

t state if you sow any ev se of cowardice on 

rAy stride es of UAnt of skilful d i eit t ? the men? 

at the time he halted and seta G for you r' Isar 
e been butchered if we had eons 50d yards further . 

You perfectly n drov. the wild of his belting where he did? 

Yes, sir, I do* 

ith ree .rd to the a rtrid a sbeile did not some of thus indicate the 
ides used in the i hester rifle? 

Tes t air, 

The ire the ea 

calibre springfield carbines . 

, dtate if ro relieve that from the length of time the Indians were there 
and the amount of fighting they word convened to do and the dead and 
wounded they hod to ears for they bed any time to pick up the cartridge 
shells or any disposition to do eo? 

to ttilots the bodies and take their dress Y. 

q. Had they eny disposition to do it. 

shells • they would desir eI think their diepoEttlon would be 
to preserve the shells to fit the carbines . 

C. They did not pick them all up? 
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11 had they not tints to sake a clean 

I think so but a few ahells stubs Tory easily overlooked,
 


t;uestions by the Recorder,
 


you think the Indians in gathering up the
ro 
s tsllsa tld hunt the ground 

over for one or too missing shells ? 

No, of course not . 

at men were with you the 26th? 

A. Private O'Neill of G `g oy• 

one person? 

A. That was all. 

O, You were asked about a *barge	 tro the point A to the point C . :es there 
any charges suede going there? 

A . No sir as soon as we (floored the ford nod got out of the wood* the c .sad 
was brought into line of bottle and as soon as the line was formed ;>;a jcr 
Kano grave the>, command to gallop , 

'doss there or* cLu=rge made going down there. 

A. No sir there was no order to charge .
 


" . Was there anything to charge that you csxsld € ?
 


A. oo sir .
 


<. . '4hen you got opposite that t im the a ad halted?
 


A. Tess sir. 

Q . You did not charge ? 

No sir . 

calls in cevairAnt in the object of having t 

A, i ec din to tactics it is to sound is given in 

drills so as to habituate the seen to ow all the calls given. 

stportant in battles or .ng=.gswsnte tha ttote if it is not pecicll;
 

e
calls should be sounded so that the on can hear them
 

rn ortant this: thou in drills
. 


,as thews any necessity of sounding the cells in the timber . 

A. I thiLk it would hove been beter bee sure the o could not sae each othe r 

' el .. 

Lid you see all of the Ind ions that were around : jor 000•s position
 


when he was in the ticeb
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sir I souid *sly ass thews• on my right . 

>o you know how many Indians were going ahead between his and the village? 

air. 

Do	 you know what tore,e wan there? 

No	 air. 

ens might have been there and you not know it? 

Thera might have been a thousand . 

. N we t re not a great may Indians passing r+ a kiekie up a du 
bwtv000 him and the village. 

yes sir, there ware . 

Ci, Do you know what booms of the Indiana that were ix the vi l 
Major Pena left ? 

A . I do not . I was looking out for a chants to got out intention 
sac to join Major Beano and if I coin have crossed th could 
have followed the river to the bluffs and joined him . 

r Captain ontsen's column so to have 

the affect of st+ gin then from going any farther e► t .o watch a 

see if that column as coming across the river . t firs 
it they sores going to cow *aroma the river but the column emir ani(hind 

went off. I don't know 'het *mood it. 

the further effort it had upon the Indians? 

They st s_od pursuing afar A ono and as so a as that column dioweormd 
the tire on the other side commenced and the Indians loft and vent there . 

tmortiona by Major 

Is not the pur ose of bugle e tll to give ntor .t ion or what is oir to 
be done. 

yes sir, the ac nd is vivo^ to the t b ; the command offioer 
and the trumpeter sonde it . 

Theraa ohon the troops are doing sheet rhea eeess sdi officer wants die there 
is no new to have tho bugle sounded . 

A, That is a queer question to put, bux ie is tactically for that purpose 
to s o u n d a command because cavalry genornl'y occupy a largo space o f 
ground and very few non have satficiently Arcing votes* to rake themselves 
heard along the whole line. 

.	 	 Do you know whether orders were given by the eeli n officer
 

?th cavalry that bugle cells should not be sounded .
 


des sir, that was an the of and was for the purpoa calling 
the attention of the Indians to us. 
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has it not to provent any wsaaeeeas ry mobs at any t '1 

A. No sir it was to prevent the Indiana discovering us, but when we were i n 
the fight there was no noosesity for any further prei ution. 

There was Uirard on the night of the 2bth and when did he become separate d 
from you. 

A. Be sad a half breed toed Jackson were with ea and both were €punted, 
a went together frame the first woods . I snow holding on to the tail oaf 

Girard's horse. lot a gree hunting for the ford aka the plain was full of 
radian*, struck into a bed of Indians eta were evidently salting for 

as they could hear the tramping ofthe horses foot. I vacs holdiw t o 
the tail of direrd'a horse so I could go at the swa g The first 
thing we board was a 'Row and at that Girard soling his horse to the left 
anE: etrue for the woods at full spsoi sand I hed to let go . . Theother 
man did the same thiag, 

se* him fteer that ? 

. a+ast time I saw him was when I joined 3njor Rena's command . 

The atlases then retired . . 

Sergeant ?Sward :)avern, Company Y, 7th Cavalry, a witness celled by th e 

larder, and r;sate first duly sworn to toil the truth the =hole truth and. 

nothing but the truth testified as follows : 

uosticne by the .ecord er.
 


soma, rams, cony and raeginent and where serving .
 


A. sr ward :vertu, Co. 7th Cavalry, sorting at Ft . Totten', .- . T. 

.ere 
you on end where and with whom? 

• e4, hat duty were you on on the ! and Pb of 3uas, 1B76, on what duty 

A. I vas orderly for a j . ' eear tftea Little Big horn river , 

are you with when the clammed was noising do m the botto mQ. officals
 

after eroasin the river .
 


Lieut . Bare. 

. auto wart s eollne was with that of moral CusterWere you with
 


wen that day.
 


A, as ir.
 

the condition of your terse on that morning .
 
.. 

.l was in tolera +*y good condition 

a ow.that vita the cand i t ion of this other horses of the command if you. 

They 'we, in tolerable good condition . 

tote vrhethor you heard Adjutant Coots give any orders to * j . Reno when 
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was moving Overdo the Little Big Horn :giver.
 


I heard Ad iutsnt Cook give him an order
A. . 

Tell what that order was and where you were when it was given . 

The order was - "Girard a omew bask eA . gad reports the Indian village three
miles ahead and moving . The Seneral direets you to tee your throe ca pani es
and drive everything before yo° those I believe were the mot words. 

his anything else said. 

Yes sir "Colonel 8entein will be on your left and will have the ease i n-
stroetiaas" . 

Are you sure those were the orders.
 


Yes sir.
 


c . ::o you tome set passing a tepee when with ie j . Reno's column before cross-
ing the river . 

A . Tea sir. y=e halted a short distrait* from that topes . 

f . Doe tar was that from where the ecremsnd crossed the river . 

A . A mile and a halt or a miles. 

Q. Ate that the place where the orders were given that you ord . 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Did you go with the command to the crossing and cro ps with it. 

A. Yes air. I stopped . a short distance before I got to the river to ti my 
curb strap as my horse was Deeming 

were the Indians doing after you crossed the river and the eosesiend 
wad moving down the bottom. 

A . I first saw a few Indians sway do the bottom. they appeared to be riding 
around in civil*. 

Q. About ho.w many do you think you saw there at that time . 

A. I cannot salt the-'e '.ay has been 20 or 30 or 40 . 

h. There were you when you saw those few Ind tens . 

A, I saw those before I got to the ford . 

h. flaw far from the ford ,.ears you when you saw theca. 

1• But a short dietenae. 

. otter you crossed the river tell what ms done with the cad poi down 
the bottom and whet you saw in regard to Indiana going down there . 

A . I am not cure thethrer the whole comoend was deployed in skirmish line o r 

not . :"dare was a mounted ski iah line thrown out .
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. Whore was that?-

A. Across the riser s 

c : . flow far after you crossed t riser. 

I might be 200 yards .
 


Ace that the whole command or just some of the men
. 

I don't kn w whether the whole o o nd or not it was by order l J . ta*o. 

Q. Did you form in line of battle. 

A. Too sirs in skirmish line s 

hat were yon : doing at that time . 

I got permission from Maj . Reno to go with Lieut . Rare and sent in advance 
of the line about O0 yards. 

What did you dot 

I mooed on down the bottom about 200 yards ahead f the skirmish line t o 
a that at sou* Indians ab O4 yard* to our left. 

r where the line halted . 

A, It was where the line was advancing. 

a it down near the timer sher* the fight 

No it wan a good way out on the left of the line across the both:au I 
don't know whether the right rotted can the timber or not . 

IOU Ole Indians " or 300 to the left of the line.yards 

A . Tee sir. 

those the ne are <t Indiana you saw. 

A. air. 

they firing at y us 

A . No sir. 

tha Indians firing at anybody eb oot that time.
 


I heard to bullets at that time.
 


Q. here did the command halt - how far from the crossing . = t 

I don't know boo much line the tkimieh line wont over. It went at a gallop 

goat of the way. 

Q. 'Mora did it halt .
 


ltad in thbottom near a point of timber to the right.
As It h .R 

There was the right of the the near the ilex. 
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I don't know whether the right rested on the Umber or not . It was nearthe timber. 

. Wan the line halted there what were the Indians doing sod what were yew►. 

A . sheen the line halted I sou, baesk . 

• ohat were the Indiron, doing. 

A, . :till drilling around and getting thisher in front. 

Q, Were any of these nosiaag, to the left . 

A. Toe sir. 

Q. Boo many. 

A . i souid not e¢y they were wowing to the left oil the time.
 


q* In squads or together.
 


A. Mostly singly.
 


q, here did you go and with whom and what did yoo do after the line halted .
 


A . _. fter the line halted I come beck sod saw Mai* Reno near the woods the 
left of the line hod swung round to the woods. 

Q. -hat woe j. Reno doing when you reached him . 

A. Ha was on the sciraaiah line firing at the Indians with a **rhino . 

o, . How to r were the In- taw sway thou ? 

A . ? or 800 yards. 

About how only In<3tans were there . 

A. I don't ka os there was a regular cloud of dust . 

4 . sere the Indians firing such. 

A . No sir, our own line was firing very fast . 

Q. het did you do at that place . 

A, I did not stop there long I wont into an open glade in the woods w t h
 


Lieut . Hares and see sons Indian Jepson .
 


Q. het did you do with your horse.
 


A, I tied his with "4" company. The line was discounted when I got back .
 


Q• y did you tie his with "Q" Company, 

A. I knew soon ofthe men of that company that were holding horses . I 
no and was supposed to be holding his horse .was the orderly for Maj . a 

co You went with Lieut. Flare?
 


A, Yes sir.
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Q. Where were those horses put . 

A. In the timber. 

Q.	 you say YOU awe some tepees there . Hor far were they fro* the glade inthere. 

A . I think to the beat of m recollection 1000 yards to the nearest tepee ,I Gould just see the tops of them . 

. Could you see many or few. 

A., I saw a good any. 

c, ere they scattering. or thick. 

A. >celtring. 

about stow z any did you see . 

A, 0 or 14. 

w: .	 71ho ens with you when you esre on the line at the edge of the timberf 

A.	 A man named Clair orderly for Lieut. Hare, a man of "C" Co. 

C. ere there any c it i Gans there. 

A.	 I don't recollect seeing any there . 

Did you say anything to anrody in there shout the Indiana whipping the 
command, and if so what did you say and to whom? 

A . I heard the fire pretty heavy on the skirCah line and I made the ?smirk 
to Lieut . Hare,. can't be poseible that the Indians are driving us. 

(i. Did you sae ef. Reno about that time. 

A . I did he crate out on the line about that time . 

4mt was he doing st that time . 

k.	 H. wee firing at the Indians . 

Do you know who gave the order for $ eouapnfy horses to go into the timber . 

A .	 to j . Pons . 

Q. How was the order given.
 


" . Re told them to take their horses under cover from the fire of the Indiana.
 


Q. How was it under cover from fire of the Indians .
 


The timber protected thou and there was a rice in the bank there .A. 

Q. Did you go down or up to get to the b n res . 

A, Down the slope was not very steep right at that point . 

C. tate if you saw the skirmish line t: the plain break up and if so describ e 
how it was done. 
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I don't resnau~aaer seeing the skirmish line on the plain breakups
 


hh*re did you see it?
 


A . In the wools . 

Q. here was it in the wood*, along the odge of the timber or UDOf the Plain. 

A. . The man were mixed up and huddled together, 

trite whether the oaawtaaad left the timber, and state hair it left if you 
knew it was going to leers and how you knew it was going to leave . 

The only way in which I know it area going was seeing Co . man run for 
their horses. Then I wont to look for my own hors* that vas the only way 

had of knowing. 

yes anybody holding their horses . 

k , carer fours were holding the horses. 

Q. Bow did they go. 

A . ' ►y ran through the brush. 

what happened then? 

The bullets seaas along pretty thick and but ♦easy few of Co. got out 
mounted. 

Q. there was the hallows of the a(andawl ? 

As I did not see it. 

Tell what you saw and what you did there. 

A. I looked round till I found my horse and when I ibund him there was 
another horse tied to the cheok piece of his bridle. I led them both out 
and mat a ;;ergenn t of '0" Co . and gave him the °G* Co. horse. Alen l got 
there I saw the caesand running ns . fast as they eould . 

-Q. ::`ere they going at a trot, a gallop or a run? 

At a run. 

Q. State whether the ~en in the tiaaai►er hod time to get their horses an d get 
out all of them. 

I believe they had time to have got their horses. 

Then why did they not get then. 

I don't kaaow. 

;tars they mixed up . 

A . Yea airs 

ass there anybody there directing them what to do . 

I holie+re they were so demoralised as the reason they did hot get the 

328
 

'vol. I, p.ue 



�

horses all that did get the horses got out.
 


At 2;30 P.M. the Court adjourned to west at 10 :30 A .M. tomorrow.
 


DAY 

CIUCAGO, Illinois, January 30,1879 
10:3:) o*clock A .M. 

The Court sit pursuant to adjournment . 

Present 

Colonel John A. King, 9th Infantry
Colonel Wesley Merritt, 5th Cavalr y
Lieut. Colonel W. B. Royall, 3d Cavalry 

Recorder 

1st Lieut . Jesse M. Las, Adjutant, 9th Infantry. 

Major Reno and his counsel we also present . 

The proceedings as far as written up were read and approved , 

Lieut. Charles sa Audio being recalled by the Recorder testifies as 

follows: 

Question! by the Aeeoraer . 

State whether you saw the column of General Custer or any portion of it a t 
any time after Reno parted from him at the abandoned tepee, if so 
here and wbet affect did what you see have on you . 

A. I did not see may part of the column of General Custer . The only observe-
tion I made was while I vas in the woods . General Custer, Lieut . Cook
 

and-auoth' can I could not reec ntze ammo to the highest point of th e
 

bluff and waved their hats and needs m -tione like they were eheerinw an d
 

pretty soon disappeared. I judge by that that probably his column wa s
 

behind the. bluff.
 


here was that . 

A. It was on the highest point on the right hank of the creek jus t b slow 
where Dr. De olf was kilted. 

.. Did you we th lece generally k :s n as the point where Capt. Weir went to. 

Yee air I saw it .
 


Wee General Custer on that point .
 


A . No, on one nearer the river ant the highest point on that aide . :hire I
 

saw General Custer the river comes right under the bluff . The bluff
 

comes in very narrow there h rdly wide enough for a horse to stand on in
 

say opinion this map is not correct as to this line of bluffs.
 


&Fe far was it from where you were to where you saw General Custer . 

1A, I judge he was 1000 yards from ‘Vtj was. 
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The witness then designated on the map by the figure 07„ about the 

point where be saw eral Custer on that occasion. 

About how far do you think it was from the point on the bluff oec pted by1aj . Reno. 

A. I. think it could not have been more than 5 or 600 yards . It was a higher
point but lover down on the river. 

as it the highest point down the stream. 

A . Yea sir and up stream too it was the highest point around there . I went 
on the top of it afterwards on the 27 with Capt . 3entsee. 

Q. When was it you saw those may 

Tour or five minutes before .=:a j. p eno retreated I was looking closely to 
the right and the left expecting to see one ar other of the battalion s 
coning to join us . 

Q. h hat effect had that on you. 

A, I supposed 'eneral Custer's command was Bonin ; down some of thca5a cooleys 
and was watching for it but did not sea it and as pretty soon after tha t 
the fire bawl on the other side of the village . I argued that General 
Custer went to the rear of the village to attack it that way. 

do you think General ster from the position he occupied at the time you 
saw hin could take in the whole situation of the Indian villaga. 

A. Yes sir, I think he eon' d take a pretty good viev of our position at all 
events. 

Q. ho you think he could see the village. 

A. Hs could sees a part of it . Fie could see the village as far es . the con-
formation of the ground would permit hies, 

Q. You having seen him there and having heard the firing soon after - which 
you believed pertained to command =here in your opinion was the first 
attack node by anerel Custer on the Indiana ? 

A. I believe it was at the point marieed 3 '* . I believe he was net there b y 
the Indians and started for a position over the hill and the- Inhiane 
followed him up. 

Q. : . Late whetha . you believed amoral Duster roved down with the intention a t 
attacking the village and with the expectation that Reno was still 
holding the Indiana in check in front of the village. 

A . hben I first sew him cheering us I expected him to mime and join us, but 
not seeing his cone I expected he wan looking for a place to ford th e 
river down those bluffs, and pretty saw j . Reno retreated, and soon 
after that I heard the firing I expected that General Custer had at tacke d 
the village on the other side. 

Q. =>tnte in your opinion as an officer whether an attack by General Custe r 
as you hove described ass an effective support of Maj . Remo in his attack 
on that place . 3 
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as had

A. If the eaMmaad to Maj . Reno was to hold that place it would probably be aseffectual assistance,
 


You data you wens in the timber shore Maj

. Nino had taken position unti l
about 9 o'clock that night, 

A. Yes sir . 

,=fate if that timber. could have boor hold with the number of Men
 

sad how long?
 


A.	 	He could have held it as long as he had ammunition . 

Q. If the ammunition had beer handled Cooley and carefully and had not boon 
fired away rashly and at rancho bow long would that nth aommaition have 
lasted . 

A.	 	 1 =robnbly 3 or 4 hours de di s8 on circumstances . 

Q. :>tate if ylu know what would hnv been the offset of an attack by General 
Custer on the Indians rear, had Ma j . Wino's position for a quarter of an 
hour. 

A ,	 	 I could not say because I did i,ot know the !area that General Custe r 
would have to snack there. 

You don't kteos that ell of the Indians were attacking Maj . Reno, or that 
a part of them were :kvwn below watching Ge =areal Custer . 

A, I think they were pretty well	 divided half watching Ma J. Reno and hal f 
General Custer . 

tate why you want heck to get the guidon. 

A. Because I did not think that was the pleas to leave it and I did not think 
there was any danger in going to get it ; end I did not know then that our 
rear was it off so suddenly as that . 

Lid you then and do you now think you did your duty in going back to ge t 
that guidon. 

A, 'des sir I think it the duty of every soldier to preserve his colours eve n 
at the risk of his life. 

Questions by Maj . ;tano. 

C. Row fkr frcas the point "9" do you fix the pines where you saw Genl .Cuetsr. 

x . I judge it was 3 miles or probably 3?, 

C . How far is it frost the point "B" to the point "!" . 

A.	 	 I should say probably a silo or a little more. 

Looking at this reap is that the way you distribute distance . 

A, lee sir. 

Q. Is it 3 times as far from 1: j . Reno's position to S as it is from 3 to . 
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Yea sir I think so, at least it is twiee as far . 

ghat is the dietanee bets where you saw General Luster and the poin taBa. 

A . I judge between 3 and 3 atlas . This map don't give the correct distance . 
I think I went over the groom on the morning of the 27th with Capt . 
Bentsen and followed the trail of General Custer down that eooley to the
ford and from that ford up over the bluff . 

Thee . how far do you say it is from the point B to the point E . 

1 judge not more than a mile end a ball" at the furthest. =hen we went 
through that country we did not go in a direct line - we *eat looking fa r 
dead bodies . 

Q. are you when you saw Goal . Custer? 

I ens standing on the right hart aide of the creek in the timber .
 


rho were with you.
 


A. 5 or 6 men of Co. *A" . 

'::,ere any officers with you. 

A, Not	 that I remember. 

:ghat were you doing . 

A. firing into the 30 or 40 lad tens aoming *awe . 

Q. HOw my shots did you fire? 

A . I did not fire any at that time . I had fired two ah rte from ay revolver 
a short time before . 

here was Maj . = o at that time. 

A .	 I did not sae him at that time. 

aid you tell him that you had seen General Custer at that point.a. 

A. loot at that time. 

C. a►a he on the skirmish line. 

A. I think prob-bly he was looking over the aommaob in the woods. 

C. Raw long seas it after you reached the timber before you taw Genl .Cueter. 

A. probably 5 . or 6 minutes after I re .eehed the place I wee in . 

long after the comma reached the timber did you reach that place . 

A . Probably a minute or a minute sad a half . 

C . Then six or seven minutes after : u got to the titer you saw Oenl .Custeer. 

A. lea sir . 
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q. How long did the command remain there till it retired to the hill. 

A, Probably 1 0 or 1" minutes after the whole command went into the timber . 

Q, Hoar long was Maj. `ono on the skirmish line? 

A . The skirmish line vas 10 or 1P minutes outsidi before they were withdrawninto the timber. 

T. How long was the line an the plain before you saw General Custer . 

It was five or eh minutes. 

q, How long did you remain is th,t position after meal' Genl. Custer? 

A, live or six minutes after I seer 4eoorel Custer the line withdrew. 

Hoe long was that before it retired from the timber . 

A . 5 or d minutes . 

13 or 11 minutes before it retired from the timber you saw c enersl Custer 
on the opposite side of the river. 

A. No sir I saw General Custer 5 or h minutes before isj. Reno retired from 
the timber . 

',.♦ Hoe long did you allow Mn to go from the timber to the top of the hill. 

A. I could not tell yo' bootee* whey . I coves (Alt on the south side of the river 
the command had gone some distasee . .oeae of the men had crossed the 
river and some I Gourd see going up the hill. I don't teink it took him 
5 minutes to et) across not over six a ny ow. 

3heee in eleven minutes after you saw Ge neera l Custer where would he be . 

A. Not very fhr unless be palo^ed . 

. Hoe far do you suppose he would be in 11 minutes after you saw him. 

A. Probably a mile and a bell or two riles and probably more it he loped 
fast. 

C, . .ccordin : to your estimate how far would he be. 

I judge a mile and a half it depends on the gait he took. 

It he had travelled mtls an' a belt from the time you sew binned th e 

time j. tno got to the top of the hill would he e a% have been within 
sight of zj . keno's a o maaead where it got on the top of the hill.
 


He would beva bees on t e other divide down in a cooky ,
No sir . 

;-• Jo you et€te it as a feet that according to the trail general Custer too k 

 a distance of a mile and a halt from thethat he could not be seen et ,


position, Dial . Reno to:xk on the top of the hill.
 


He probably could net be soon 500 yards doom there .A. Yea sir. 
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;, la eleven minutes yoh think could have gone a milt and a half . 

A. I think so but that depended n the it he was going,
 

In twenty minutes do you think he could have reached the point *W
. 

Tea sir if he had taken a g he could have reached there before that . 

In 20 minutes after ' sew his sou p! he have tuns to have reached the 
point S. 

A, Yes sir. 

cnld he not have had time not only to reach there but to have gone som e 
distance beyond there. 

I can't answer your question unless I knew the gait be was going it. 

Q, You stated yesterday you been% the firing in PO minute* . fear S . = ano' s 
*amend reached the hill.
 


I heard it commence about 10 minutes air a j. Rend'* cos ad reached
 

the hill.
 


a id you not say O minutes yesterday .
 


I don't think I did.
 


'°.lot do you sty now?
 


A. I say it was not more than 10 minute* because the Indians stopped fir 
on j . Reno's commend when they saw Capt . nt 's column and w e 
his coluam disappear the firing c ed eh the other aide. 

F . . id you not sway .that the firing c need about 20 minutes after Ma j . 
ano's command left the timber and did not that sine € mount of tim e 

figure in the ealeuletions of the . + tioaa I have put to you. 

It was probably 1O minutes after J . loft the timber. I can't tall 
the actual minutes I judge from memory . that is all. 

C. If the firing had taken place in minutes after 
left the timber, *hare would the firing indicate General Ouster t o 
been. 

At the time I thought he en on the other Ada of the village - afterware a 
I saw that he was on the other side of the Ward because the first o wa s .
found 5 or dam yardm from the final.
 


"tat 2C mutes after Maj . Remo left the ti .her you heard firs rw math '
 


intdicat that Gen. al Custer WAS below B.
 


Yes sir .
 


Now if General Custer had a view of Maj. ' eno's **MU skid he not also
 


have a vim 'which indicnted te
a him the extent of the village. 

Part of the 'nave he could see from that place end part he could not . 
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Could he not sale a very lags portion of the village. 

A,	 	 Yee sir he could see the largest part of the village. 

Could he not see enough to know it was a very large camp of Indians . 

been told that it use a very largo village.A. Ns knew that, before ; ha had 

{s	 	 Row long did he remain at that very high point ahatre you sew 0snerol Custer . 

A. Not more th .n a minute. 

O. Pao was with him. 

A .	 	 There were 3 together one was Lieut . Cook, the other one I ahead not 
recognise. I don't know ',Maher it was nnoth.r officer or an orderly . 
S recognised General Custer and Lieut. Cook by their dross they had on 
blue shirts and buckskin pants . 

.	 	 rbet Wile the color of the buckskin pants . 

A. Buckskin color. 

Q.	 	 tsre they oolorxd at all. 

A. No sir. 

Q. You were 1000 yards away. 

A. Yes sir. 

C . Did you hove any glass . 

A. No air Caul. Custer had my gloss . 

Q. Do you mean to . ay that you could distinguish General Custer at that die-
tones. 

A. I could not only by knowing be was about there and by recognizing hi s 
peculiar dress . He and Lieut. Cook were the only one • o hod blue shin to 
and no jacket and buckskin pants and besides Lieut. Cook had an immense 
beard which could be recognized at that diatenOs. 

A	 	 Do you oenn to say that at the distance of 1000 yards you could distinctl y 
distinguish Oenerol Custer and Lieut. Cook without a glass. 

I did recognize them simply by their dress . 

Then Gen *gel Custer saw Ma j . Reno standing there with his skirmish line 
in front of %hat t iMher . 

A. Too sir he had a regular birdnsye view of the whale thing. 

C.. Hi saw the size of the village. 

1.	 	 He sew port of it . 

He must have left that hilito ; with that knowledge in his mind .Q. 
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A. I don't know about his kao wl I was not there to think for his.
 


i *amender d ce't you suppose he would observe wheat was there

.
 


As commando? I suppose he would observe
A. ,'verythi that passed about his. 

an opportunity to roach that knowledge before he left t hill ta p 

I think so . 

.you think he had any opportunity to ebongo his know le : gex of what Maj . 
Reno was doing before he ached the point B. 

I don't think he did . The formation of the country w se downs deep Coole y
and he could not see anythinv but what was in view th r* before he got t o 
the point " .
 

Q. The point vas the proper place to cross was it?
 

A. It was the first place to cross. 

If he wanted to support Maj . eno'a column that woo an opportunity to do it. 

'loo air. 

there a chance e theme to give an active support to Maj . ices . 

chance t9 otte apt to cross. 

Was there any evi oleo that there had been au en nt there.
 


io sir.
 


Oid you not 'tote that port of them is the tier were beyond your
 


control.
 


Thera were sir eftar they saw the ekirnieh line going out .
 


Do you neon to say that you can regulate the number of shots by men
 


se itt red in the timber against an *moo' that gees not edvone a in line but 
tames up in groups of irre gular distances. 

A. Not very well. 

P. Is it vithtn the power of any officer no matter how good to c ontrol th e
 


discretion of cavalry a firing at different ranges at Indians .
 


It it very hard under nach circusstonces to do scoA . 

r 0 rounds of ee anition . q. You testified that they exploded between 30 tad 

A . Yee air. 

40 rounds was almost bolt iha ommunWon that the nan had when they went 

into the timber. 

but Z said poet of the aemaunition was expended in open skirmishA. Yes sir*
 

line.
 


o. You want tot* the timber to fire at Indiana. 
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men

you fired at than from the timber. 

A, yes air. 

How long had you been in the timber . 

A. should say I was there altogether 10 or 12 minutes. 

Bow long in your judgment would 100 rounds of ammunition last if during
the time the mowers on the skirmish line and the time they were i n 
the timber 40 rounds had bean expended bearing in mind that you w ent Stith 
the soldiers to fire not from the line but from the timber at Indians . 

A, The non in the timber were firing slow and only when they saw a good 
chance to hit sons Indiana . I don't think the men that were there fired 
over thssme or four shots a pi ee while 1 ems there . They were perfectly
covered and there was no danger of being shot and they took time to fire . 

Moe long do you suppose 100 rounds of ammunition would have bated jr the 
timber. 

A. Probably t hours at all events . 

Q. A hundred rounds would last that long 

A. The balance that was left would if it had been properly shot . 

Q. would it be the fault of the commanding *Meer if the soldiers am. coition 
was sot properly used? 

A . It *could be the fault of both the Inexperience of the men and the officer 
not being on that part of the field at the Ube. I hoard Maj . Reno on 
the lime tell the man to be careful of their am ition . In the timber 
it world he difficult for off tears to know. 

Q. Are not the sae anion not under the central of company officers and is 
not the a nd ing officer lives a major in commune of the whole body of hen . 

A. He is. 

• Ia it not the duty of company officers as	 Ipch no of the co ending
 


officer to sae that ammunition is properly expended .
 


As Yes sir. 

C. Then when you spook of the fault of officers you d o not refer to a j . Reno 
alone. 

A. ho air. 

you moan to say that it is within the control of company officers to 
prevent the men from improperly and rashly using their cartridges when th e 

coed is wonted and attacked by Indians at different ranges . I ask 
you this as s military officer. 

wary officer heed a certain number of men under his control end could 
certainly use his influence and prestige over the men to make them b e 
careful of their eanit lad. 

Do you really think it possible for than to prevent the same of themt. 
now recruits from firing indiaerimin l . 
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X;, was hard to do but it could be p ossible.
 


Did you ever know it to be done.
 


I kept the fir of the men that were with me.
A. 

Didyou give thew, any orders.4. 

Tell sir I told them not to fire unless they were sure to hit ̀ some ow. 

(sere they men of your company.ci s 

A. They were men of 1 company to which I was 'attached.taehsd . }. I had only been with 
it two or three days. 

Bed you ordered those men to go there . 

A. ?No sir I followed then in there. I took that position and told the men 
to be careful of %heir esaition and not to fire until it was necessary. 

;:, . You allowed those men to leave their places without orders . 

A. They tent in there. 

Q. Did you order them beak. 

I ordered thee to stand their ground .
 


Did you leave with the permiseton or direction of your osa nd i officer .
 


A. The awn left the line and I was the last ;an out. 

You followed them out . 

A. We sir they mat out and I went beck to pet the guidon . 

Questions by the 1eaorder . 

C. In a fight or engLgement what are officers and file closers for. 

A. For the purpose of seeing that the men fire properly . 

~. ~hse are the file closers. 

A. The captain and Lieutenants . 

.C. any other men, any nancomr;isssioned officers 

A . The sergeant. 

:'hat is the duty of en officer in *amend of men to fire himself or t o 

regulate the fire of his men. 

tA. It is to regulate the fire of the own but unfortunately I must suit t1 

oany officers of tl t oosmund were firing themselves . 

Lid you ever go to the point where you Ssw General Custer. 

• Yes sir. 
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Then !ran that point did you have such a view of the village as to ne eevery Indian tepee. 

1. hen I was there the teepees were all gone . 

Q, Could aee the ground that had beer: occupied by the teepees . 

A, No sir: not all of it. 

Q. Could you from that point see everything that was going on in the timber. 

A. Yes sir I had a regular birdseye tie* of it. 

. 'ere you nit on low ground in t?r bott m and did you not ass those me n
against the sky . 

A. Yes sir they were on the top of the bluff and that was why I could 
recognize them. 

Can you recognize an object better by looking dole or up . 

A. Looking up. 

As regards the ford "3" state whether it is nearer as regards the hostile 
village than :Maj. Reno`s position in the woods? 

A. It tee nearer . 

You steted that you were pleased that a Reno halted his command explai n 
why you think the point B vas a good elec. for General Custer to go to to 
attack the Indian village . 

A. Because it cans a better ar Essig than share Maj . Reno crossed . 

Yeu don't men it was easier fee General Custer to get across with th e 
Indians there. 

A. No sir only because it ayes a better crossing. 

Bost any rounds of ammunition could the men fire from their gums without 
heating, them that is with that rapid firing. 

A . Not a greet many. I noticed that the men had to take their kniar es t o 
extract cartridges after firing B or 10 rounds . 

=Ante in fighting there with the Indians hoe many good shots per minut e 
a man could get at the ems. 

A. that iswhen the Indians were saving he would get but a very fee shote 
with any degree of accuracy. 

Do you know of any Indians being killed there . 

A. Yea sir.
 I see two Indians killed It. front of as and I saw severa l 

wounded go back to the village. I sae some of the Indians on the open
 

skirmish line drop off t#sir ponies. Lieut . Bars shot one.
 

Questions by Maj. Reno. 

Q. If the men had not hit the Iodiens would that be the fault of i8a j .Reao. 
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A. No air. • 

thy did 73U not attept toQ. the men and keep than from going back i tof the woods.
 


I did attempt to but could not do it.
A. 

why did you allow those men to go . 

They would not obey me and the whole line was going out . It the *whole 
line was not going out I would probably have used force to stop the men. 
As it warn 1 did not feel justified in forcing the men to remain.
 


You could not control those amt.
 


No sir. Not at that time .
 


Q. You thought it was your duty to stay behind. 

I think it is the duty of an officer on a retreat to be the last one oat ,
 

and on a charge to be the first oho *
 


Do you think it was more iaportaet to get the guidon than to coMtrol the
 

natl.
 


No sir, but I thought it wan sty duty to get the guidon after it was
 

abandoned .
 


And allow the men to go out in disorder instead of restraining them .
 


A. I have answered that and will not answer it any more .
 


Quest ion s by the court .
 


Q. What was the nearest point from all indications you said th :lt enl. 
Custer* s commend approached the river . 

A. The nearest point it approached the river was at the point "3" . 

Q. Did you notice that place whether there was any attempt to cross. 

A. No sir : I did not notice. 

There were other fords ware them' 

Yes air there were several fords lower damn the river. The regiment forded 
the river the day* we left below there . 

Q. You think that vies the point he approached the river first . 

a close to the water ,A. Yes dir. I noticed that two American horses had 
the ground was clayey there end yon could notice where two horses ha d 

gone down end turned' to the right and e followed their trail diagonall y 
away from that ford. 

Q• There were the neereet sighs of fighting . 

The first man was found vithin 5 or 600 yards of that ford . 

}ere there no evidences of fighting nearer than that . 
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A. No sir. 

Do you know the name of the assn you told to get the guidon . 

I coati know. I was almost a stranger in the company having been attachedto it but 3 days before . 

The witness then retired. 

The examination of 6rgeant were was then resumed by the Recorder as 

follows : 

Tell how you got your horse and why it was you left the timber.
 


aeeaune the balance of the command had left the timber .
 


. End you heard any notice or order given sbsxat leaving the timber?
 


A. No air.
 


44 yid you hear any calls in there.
 


A. No sir.
 


.ould you have heard any if the calla had they bean sounded in the usual 
way? 

A. I think I would . 

Tell about your going to the edge of the bank to join the command, and 
what occurred there. Lid you have any difficulty in getting u the edge 
of the bank. 

There was a horse tied tontine . I had no other difficulty . 

C. -here were the trams when you got out. 

A. Running towards the river. 

as there anybody with you then and if so, how many. 

A. There was no parson with me. 

Thu was near . you? 

A. I met a sergeant of U Company when I got out of the woods nd gave hi m 

the led horse I had. 

q. Bow far was the command away from you at that time, or could you see? 

A. I saw part of the eaemnd running towards the river. 

pout h w far were they away when you got to the edge of the bank .a. 

A . Some were about 10 yards away and some were down a good nays . 

v . , here did moat of the eomaand seem to be? 

A. at the river, crossing it. 341
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Apd seen were still casing out of the woods.
 


Tee sir.
A. 

:did YOU wee any Indians between you and the command ar near there .
 


Tea air .
A. 

About horn ashy.Q. 

A . I could not say. They kept going on the flanks at the head of. the column. 

Tell what happened to you in going out from there . 

A . 'Between there and the river my horse fell as I was passing two G compan y
men who were dismounted . There were Indians on the haft end they m de a 
rush for the G Company Am I thought. ,.bout that time my horse tell and 
I vent over his head . I looked around and new that my horse was gettin g
up and I sea the G Company men were mix d up with the Indians . The 
Indian: bed run their ponies together and were dismounted . I rushed beck 
and got on my horse and got away . 

Q. :ere the two men of 0 Company dismounted? 

A. Yes sir, going on foot running. 

Q. Did you ever see those men after tat. 

A. I saw the bodies of two men down at that pine* afterwards . 

Tell what you did then . 

A. I got on my horse and got down to the river and crossed it near Lieutenant 
Wallace. 'here were Indians on the right of the command firing at Lieut . 
wallace. 

\hen you got to the river what were the men doing there . 

A. Nothing - only trying to get out of the river . The opposite bank appeared 
to be closed up with men aril horses . 

. How did they appear to bet 

A. Trying to get out . 

L'id they appear to be demoralized or a commend retreating in good orcer . 

A . They seemed to be retreating in as good order as could be expected . 
About that time Lieut . Eodgs:on jumped his horse into the river or his 

horse fell in and his horse got away from his. A trumpeter of Company 
crossed the river at the sane time and he caught hold of his stirrups to 

help him out. I heard Lieut. Hodgson speak to the trumpeter but I coul d 

not hear what he said . Lieut. Hodgson got out end thet was the last I 

saw of hive. 

,: ere the Indians firing into the command if so, where were the Indians? 

•	 They were not.
 


.
• bid you see Indians close to the river
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Not after I got into the river . 

srid vs u Wiens firing into the men that were
 


elr.
 

A. 

. Bow many Indiana did you sage near the res . 

A. I mead not my. 

`as anybody on that bank or on the other bank rot tug the fire of the 
Indians. 

I did not notice say. 

Q• If there had been an of tros trying to drive the IndiansCody 

would you not have seen thes e 

A. Yes air.
 


Q, Where did you arose the river - at the head or rear of the column?
 


A. In the rear of the color. 

Q. Ad you cross where the other aw did ? 

A. No eir I -oros eed a little below, it was a narrow passage u the opposite 
bluff. 

Q. Why did you go helow to cross . 

A . The upper place was too crowded . 

As fast as the man got on the other side what did their do? 

A. They r' on tie the hill. 

Q. Did you see for o at that crossing, if so, what was he dad* ? 

A. I did not s ee hiss there . 

here did you go after ',resale* . 

A . I went pert of the way up the hills rod stopped there . 

• Did the Indians follow the troupe up the hill after they crossed over. 

A . I was two Indiana over to the loft and farther up the hill . than I was. 

nQ. Did any of the Indians you sew in the bottom follow e%jor Remo t e colum 

across the river? 

No air. 

Q. tat officer did you see as you were going up - then tins you stopped . 

A. I sae lieut, taliace shoot *use at same Indians 4o wore killing a man 

three or Peer ridges from there . That hill was divided into rt gee or 
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On which bank: of the river was that .Q . 

On the right bank that I saw Lieut .A. iallece and the Indians both. 

The Indians were killing a man? 

A. yes sir, I found out afterwards it was . r. e"olf. 

'Alees you got to the top of the hill did you meet any officer? 

Yes sir, I saw Major Rondo 

C . 

A. 

Whet did he say to you if anything? 

A. I don't recollect exactly . I think he asked me if I had any eater. I 
said I had not and he gave me soma„ 

id you bear any firing after you got on the hill. 

L, The firing had ceased only there were scattering shots by the Indians 
oa the left. 

Q, Did you hear any firing from any other direction down strew": any where? 

A. ohortly after I got on the hill I did . 

Q. escribe that firing. 

A. It vas in volleys. 

1here did it seem to ems from.>t . 

From down stream. 

How did you happen to hoar it: did you go out to any point, or were You 
there with the others . 

A . On the hill where the others were .
 


4.. dae the balance of the a o and there .
 


A. lea air . 

"bs the firing plain or faint . 

It was not very distinct but a person could distinguish it was firing. 

S. You could tell it was volleys . 

A• Yea sir.
 


5• =id you hear any firing between the volleys?
4 . 

A. No air. 

-hat .did you see in the direction from which the fire was coming at the 

time? 

T saw what I supposed to be Indiena circling er-;und in the bottom on 
her we had our fight away down i n
the oppoa its aide of the creek frxl .

the bottom.
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Could y tell tram where you were on which side of the creek they wore ? 

A. I alight be de.eiwod because there *era so many bends in the orook . 

About how many Indians did you see ? 

A.	 There were a good many there . 

t . Were they raising much dust . 

Yes sir, I called the at tenti of Gapt . ;{sir to it at the tine. 

;oat did you say to him and what chid he say to you . 

I said to Captain ' 1=eir "That must be Goners= l Curter fighting down is the 
bottom". Ho asked where sad I *booed him. He :old "Teo, I believe 
it is .'' 

Mist did he do them. 

Not anything. 

.hare was W ajor Demo at that tine. 

I don't know, he was so where on the bill. 

Via• About how lc was that after you got on the hill? 

A. Abe half au hour .after. 

fresh y :ur memory about what was dome by any pert of the command r i 
away after that firing was heard.
 


Nothing was done.
 


Q. Hod ++aptain eatesd, got up with his column . at the time y. u heard this 
f irlag and spoke to Capt. v=eir about it ? 

I think he mast have been theare. 

Yid	 puttee his column caves u ;4 

I did not, but I sev the peck train +some up soon after I got on the hill . 

. o you know whether Capt . 'weir • s in the bottom with you? 

A. fl 'was not.
 


hoac: eland was he with.
 


Cap toin Oenteen ' s. 

j. Then he being there, you suppose Captain dentesn's cod mean them. 

A .	 Yea sir. 

S. here x s it you first sou » a;or Reno after erocsing the stream on th e
 


retreat.
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ere there men coming up from the river at the time you csemis up . 

There might be a few straggling up some dismounted men acme up after . 

Did yon: hear ,,major Nano give any orders to any one on the bill? 
A.	 	Not that I recollect . 

1fie	 you recollect his giving an order to Lieutenant Bare or any othe rofficer there.
 


1 think he said something stout geeing to look for Lieut . Hodgson to some

officer, I don't know who it was.
 

Ater* did Captain eir go about the time you spoke to hint, as you stated .
 

No where.
 


ore	 die the cry 

A. No where. 

you romoMber whether Captain Asir moved his c ny down the strew.* 

Not at that time. He did later in the evening.
 


Bow long after you spoke to him about the fi ri ng?
 


Over an hour .
 


'1 . Now long was that after the peek train came up ? 

Between one and two hours . 

Mier* did it go? 

A. that I heard was, to open e icetio with General Custer. 

Do you aeon two hours otter you crossed she stream or two hours after 
you got on the hill? 

A. Two hours after I got on the hill. 

it the whole a aan# go down' 

A . Yea sir.
 


same time
 


A .	 	 oo tly' after Captain weir moved out . 

cam and wave dam?Haar soon after the pack trein coma up did the ole 

carne	 up.A	 	 About two hours after the advance of the pack-train
 


%ere you sent to Captain tell' with way word .
 


A, No sir. 
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Yes sir. 

Q• who sent you?
 


A, ff called me himself and asked
 
 to tell him the details of the fight i nthe bottom. 

ho did you report to after that?. 

J. Major Rte. 

Q. bat duty were you doing for him that afternoon? 

A. I was hit orderly - holding his horse . 

c. Bow long was it after Major Sao's enemand halted end deployed before it 
left the tuber. 

A. A half or three {uertere of fir. 

Q. You say something about the sdronce of the prat: trata. Chet did it have? 

Ammunition. 

qA h *munition did you fire while you re in the bottom? 

1. About twenty roust!* . 

o. Were you firing most of the tine ohen you got a good chance . 

A. Yea air. 

w long did the firing last that you heard down t=:e stream? 

I heard it occasi ley for about an hour and a half . 

+o you r .ow whet bona= of all thoso Indiana after jor Reno started 
back on. the hill.
 


I do 'tot.
 


oo you know in what d f re cti they went?
 


A. I do not. I a, they had all left Open w e t 

id y t notice fn whet direction they vent . 

saw circling round in the bottom.I eup used they were the 

o . While yoo hr th€t firing n the bottom which you say lasted about a n 
hour and a half, state if you saw any Indians watching Major no' s 

on the hill. 

A, I don't recollect that I did. 

*s. ilia command moved down a little ways with Captai n 

yaw sir .
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'feu what you know about the command going down there. hat it did, and
how long before it awns back . 

did not go foyerA. tar and it es probably fifteen minutes before
it =we back. 

*ero ys i with or Reno at that time as his orderly ? 

A. LOS sir. 

-here did he go?
 


gee head of the caend .
 


(Z . share vas Captain 

was ahead.
 


'that did you do after you went down .
 


A . The column halted and Major Bono sent for Capt . teir. 

C. . Then whet was done 

A. We amt back a short distance - threw out a skirmish line - the Indian s 
were returning frog the other side of Capt . .=eir and his co :an; had 

just time to fora when they got been. 

? Did they go back to user the place where jor keno went when he first 
went on the hill? 

A. A little to the right of that - I believe some of the Riess occupied 
a position farther up strea 

Q. How 'leer is your position as orderly to the co nding of'f`icer ? 

A. within ceiling distance . 

o you usually hear what the orders are ? 

A. onetimes I hoer . 

Aster if you know what orders were given by Major 4ai at the time you 
started bee* to take position. 

4 o amd Captain Bentsen talkingxrA. I don't know of any orders - I seer +
 

together but I don't now whet they said e
 


long belie you been in the service . 

A , Sixteen years. 

Tell what preparations were amide there that :"ou saw. 

The caapenise were deploying in ekirnish line - the peek aniele removed 

into .e depression in the hill - those were all the preparations that I 

new. 

€ t Berg the Indians doing? 
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A. Cloning Up • advancing On the command . 

Q, Did the fight begin about that tune . 

A, Yea sir. 

How losg did it last that day . 

A . Until dark. 

Q. How long before dark did it common's . 

A little before sundown • l don't think it was an hour high 

1,0 you know what time the sun sets in that latitude st that time of year. 

A . No air. 

Q . . bou t how may hours did the fight last there at that place that afternoon . 

A . about 2 hours . 

Q. *hne you with Ma j . >>eno during that fight there. 

A. No air. 

Q. Where were you . 

A . He seat as to the depression oaa the hill with his horse and told a t o 
remain there so that he would know where I was if he wanted his horse . 

s;t . Could you see ':im at all during that fight . 

A . I could sae him ooaesionally . 

Q . r here did you see him. 

A. At different places. The troops were formed in a kind of circle, and I 
saw him going to different parts ofthe line. 

Q. How far was be away from that depression . 

A. One part of the tine one close to it, and I saw him there ooe ' time. 

Q. Row clone was the . line to that repression. 

A. Within about 9) yards at one place . 

Q . Alen did you report to Maj . 4rao net. 

A. At dark or shortly after. 

• Row long did you eontiuue with him from that time oat what was he doing 
and what did you do. 

A . he told sea to go to his pack mule and get his bedding * and fix it for him 
and I did so. 

:hat did you do then. 

A . 1 atpppod there within P. or 3 yards of him. 
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Wee that right after dark?Q. 

A. Yes sir.
 


Where was that pleas?
 


It was close to the line .
 


in thr deprsssioa or out of it. 

A. It wan in the depravation.
 


Did you make your bad theft.
 


"ass sir .
 


t orders 1tajar j+e io gave you. 

He told ne to wait up till 12 O'clook and waake him nd than I toad go to 
sleep. 

q . ';,hen lid he tall you that ? 

A. hen be laid down .
 


'a . "'hsn did he lay down .
 


I don't know - it was a aila after dark.
 


'a . 'ghat time was it .
 


. I don't know.
 


How long wens it aft , r entire darkness or after this firiag ceased? .
 


. 

Po you think it was two hours after dark when .a, ar l e * laid down? 

A. it was quite a while - I can't say how long . It must hers been 2 hours 

A. lee sir. 

G. '-:are you with :.major item fro* dark till the firing *eased a ell. the time. 

Not all the time. He would go away and come back oceaeionaal .y before 
he laid down. 

C. id you see his most of the time. 

4	 A. Year sir. 

speak.	 	 iiow long was he away from you at any one time between this tines you
 


of
 


I could not say • He was not away say sweat length of time .
 


tss much as half an hour at my one Um"?
 


A . fie sight have been, but not any tors I think.
 


After getting y ►r blankets what did you do ?
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I wont to sleep. 

Whin did.. you next use L'.a jor Reno. 

A, Not till he had the trumpet sounuied in the morning - I did not woks him 
up - I did not woke up myself . 

want you with a jor Arno the next -my. It so, diet lc ourred - state all 
the orders you heard him give and all you sew him do that day during the 
fight with the Indians , 

I one not with him that day - I got permission th€ morning to go on tto 
skirmish line . I saw him sevoral tio*s during the day ne he was walking 
about the line, going from one pf.:rt of the line to another . 

as that whits the firing was going on?c.. 

A. Yeea, sir. 

ilea
. these anything. ales you saw him doing t :ut day? 

A . o sir. 

. You oars on the line the entire °dav till the fight was over? 

A . las sir, eapt the timse I went for et p r . 

ono by 4ajar Reno. 

*. bt*t was your rank in the i y on the :-th of June 1876? 

A. I was a Primate. 

You have boon cannoned with the serviee about 16 years . 

A, Yes sir. 

You ere an old aoi.dier? 

A. Yes, air.
 


,. :lo . you remember a men named i&sllnrgy?
 


A . Yes sir. 

L,id you sea him st or about the ford A as Major Reno was tiro sing to th e 

timber ' 

A . Yes six .
 


', tore did you see him?
 


A. I new him r .cross the river, coming bock from jur ono, a command . 

No you know wh#ire he was going. 

A . I spoke to him as he was going across the river a he said be wear goin g 

to 'Amoral Custer. 

ti<. . 'id he say what lot? 
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A . caked no further questions . 

C. Did he soy who Bent ht*. 

A . no air. I supposed Major .no sent nisi. 

Q. o you know whet position he occupied towards Major Reno - orya be hi s
striker? 

A. Yea sir. 

that y )u mean his body servant? 

A. Yea air. 

whet point did you Misc. 

A. Just crossing the ford on his way hook . 

C. id he rfterwarda join Major ono? 

A. ko sir, I never saw hire e.ftoronrde. 

t . ;ith regard to firing in the timber - aye yo skilled p ith the oerbine. 
Are you considered a good shot . 

tolerably good shot . 

} , id ya not fire more slowly than the other mot ? 

A . ' os sir. 

. 1 au fired PO rounds . 

A. Yes sir. 

yid .got you tiro oonsidareble alo rcr than many of the men? 

A . 1 believe I did . 

; . s tmt *ea your duty on the R5th and 26th of June as orderly ? 

A . x-n orderly' s duties ore to take orders from the ea doing offic r to 
the d if .°erent company off leers and to marry mangos from him to other 
officers. 

Q. =lth regard to taking oars of Ma jor Reno's horse in the timber - "het di d 
he ray to you about that ? 

A. He said nothing to as about his horse. 

C. Was it not your duty to tare his horse into the timber? 

A. Yes sir but the horse was led in by some person already. 

i. Iss it not your duty as orderly to look otter his horse ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Uhen Major keno left the timber he wen mounted was he not ? 
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A. I atppose be was, I did not eeee him when I left. 

If you bad been with his horse you world Kayo known when he left th 
timber? 

e 

Yes air. 

Q, It was your duty as orderly to bee with bit horse ? 

A . Yes sir. 

Had he not a right to orpaet you to be with his horse in the timber tha t 
day. 

Not at that time. I believe I went and reported to him at the tiger -
that is I spoke to him. 

(Z . What did you do? 

A, I went on the skirmish line myself . 

(, yid you have his peraissiou ? 

A. ?knit. , I did got ask his .rriesi n at that time. 

. You went there wit out his permission , 

A . Yoe sir. 

q, If you bad been with his horse you would have kw = when be left the
 

timber?
 


A. Taw sir. 

There was where you ought to here been according to your duty ? 

A. I don't know at that tine I was root there when he dismounted . 

here was Copt . Beentaen'a colt= ho Ad jutenti Look gave the order to Majo r 
Reno about going down and *barging the Indians ? 

I did not sae Captain Bentoan's nom nd after the regiment was divide d 

into aolueeeets . 

t. i re was Captain Aenteen' 4 eolu at that time . 

A . On the left bank of that little tributary of the Little utg adorn. 

4. lIes close to Major Reno? 

A . I don't know - I did nit see him.
 


fit . Lid yoo look for hilt?
 


I don't know that I did .
 


Bad tiaptnin Bentsen parted from Major •ono or the main column before 

that order was girt by Adjutant Cook . 

A . Yes sir. 100 
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You think that Ad, tant Gook came to Major Rea* and gave the order?
 

Tee sir*
A. 

Repeat in what way the order woo riven . 

A. *Gerard cakes and reports the Man village three miles *heed and moving -
the 4aer-1 direct, you to take your three companies aad drive everythin g
before you. Col . Bentsen will he on your left and will have the sage
instructions." 

Boa long before that had Captain benteon left the colt' 

I don't romamber when the div isi as was made into *alumna wbothor it wa s 
shortly after we moved out of care or not . 

C, Captain Bentsen's aoluma was Dot in s i t was it, at that tiro? 

A . I don' t know, I did not see him. 

Akio you ours Captain 3eateen was in sight or out of sight. 

ron whet I have learned since, I believe he was out of sight . 

C . bid you know at that time ? 

A. No sir. 

. after Adjutant %ook gave that order to Major Remo whore did he ;o? 

I don't know whore he wear immediately after . 4 short time after ss the 
command started out I sew him and Cantata i ehee both with '.aj or ono . 

'id you see any person; go in the direction of Ca tat* denteen's column 
with any order? 

No sir.
 


Adjutant Gook go in that direction?
 


A. I don't know • ha would n :)t have hank time to go and r ach that column 
and then join Major Remo as so-n as he did . 

C . Then at the time that order wa brought to txa jor silo that Captain lientee n 
would be ordered to do the saws as Valor !:ono was, Captain Bentsen wa s 
out of sight, et least you did not see p him? 

A . I . did not see ha. 

• Over. was Vint order given? 

A. short way from that Indian tepee . 

4 . About or below i. t? 

A. Above it . 

before you rooked the tepee? 

A• hortly before - it could not b Nva been ;ort than 2C3 yards from the 

&.4. 
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Indian taps* it it was that much .
 


, Wes the sawed moving.
 


A . General Ouster's and Major + * :o's columns gar* halted . 

Q. sr* they on the eau* side of the crook? 

A. Yes air. 

Q. On which eider' 

A . The right bank . 

;, Hoer leg before that hod Va ,jor nano crossed to the right bank. 

A . short time before that . 

Q. Who was with Major no at the time this order was given? 

A . I o+n't r *ter who was there . I think Lieut. 41lsoe was . I don' t 
know whether Lieut . Hare yeas or not . I think he was. Lieut . ftodpson 
was ther*. 

How close were they to ra j ar Deno when Adjutant Cook eats* up with the t 
order. 

I don't know. 

. In .r ?sat tone of voice was the order given ? 

A . In a elemr distinct tone of voice. 

Q. Haw tar was Adjutant Cook from Major Reno when the order was rivon ? 

A. As elose as his horse would allow him to et to him . 

Q . And spoke in a loud tone of voles . 

A. . ■o that alb. around thvr* would hear him. 

'Q. • Nov close were you to Major Reno ? 

A. Right close . 

i. Whet were you doing ? 

A . , itting are my horse. 

C. Were ym closer to Major t~sno than Lieut . sll.ass was. 

A . I don't blow whether I was or not . 

♦• were not Lisuts. aUace, Hodgson and Here there soar *sough to hea r 
the order' 

i . They might hrnre been. 

nor* they not as well placed to her the order as you ware? 
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They might have been .
 


You saw no effort to ear the order to Captain Dent :son?
 


ha sir.
 


=Nora d oiou fix the spot on the map *here the Indians were circling
around if you eta fix it at all . 

;lsaaewhat further up than where the skirmish line is and on the left book 
in the valley. 

C . I speak of the time whom you spoke to Copt . p air about seeing Indians in 
motion* noire were they when you saw them . 

I can't point it out oh the reap. 

4, . ►na it for fry : the plots* wit : re x .e,~ar kemo had his ski.rtcieb line in the 
timber?
 


It set to be about on a line with that dcirmteh line.
 


r. . In which direction . 

On the right in the direction of the s ktrmtah line.
 


'as it for from that line or
 


A . It would not be ♦ ry for . I don't know ho .much ground the timber covered 
fro. the hill - it was not a great distance . 

o. ,g as it half a olio? ' 

I thick about a mils . 

lae► place yu saw the Indians circling around woo about half a mil s 
from the skirmish line? 

.A . About that from whore it was • n the loft 

Q . Hsso for did Captain etr go down with his non . 

A, To the first ri we • out to the right . 

. Did you ever go out as for as Captain air went? 

A, ho R I wont with .ajar am's column. 

.. 

. 

How fer did that column go in the direction of Capt . %air. 

A, I could not say. 

q* 'iaa it a mils or Iwo? 

A. I don' t think it wont a rails. 

you think Major ~eates column r000hed the top of the hil lt hat time do
 


from the Nbttom.
 


X think it was between two and three o'clock . 
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Do you think it was before or after 3. 

A. I. think it was before . 

remained there how long do you think.Q. 
remainedA. thre about two hours . 

c . That would bring it to stoma 5 o'clock? 

Yes sir. 

How long were they going to meet Captain eir'e company and r: turning? 

A. I clad o o4 say. 

C . 'as it an hour do you think ? 

It might h awe boon on hour . 

Is an hour a fair estieeate? 

A . I don't know. 

. as it ouch more than an hour? 

A . I *ou s t state the time . 

(Z . bbbet time do you su: oee a jor eno t e minutia sod the river to go to 
the t iaaab er? 

A . About 1 o'clock, maybe after 

You think they got back(atter they c beak from where Capt . ?eir was to 
where the stand was nods) abut an hour before sundown . 

A . Yes sir. 

Then )4s jor ROoo laid down had g eyes eee 

Yes sir. 

all iu proper position to resist an attack . 

A. Yes sir. 

All the military arrangements were complete d 

A . I suppose they were . 

Were the other officers and the wen laying down? 

A. I don't knows, I went to sleep as soon as I laid down . 

not the men *1I la proper shape for resisting an attack? 

I believe they were. 

Do yes pretend to know all the orders ka jor row gave 
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No sir, I did not say I did . 

H. eould for all you X vow have given other orders and you sot heard thole 

Yes sir, I was notA. with him all the time that day. 

then he sent his hors* to the dsprsesi o, it *as for e tor, was it ? 

A. Tos air. 

. Hs did not go with the horse? 

A. No air. 

He was about the Sito as far as you salt?
 


. Yes sir.
 


'e next day, as f lo as you saw, ha was about the lies? 

Too si r.
 


. Could you so* the pooh train when y u dates on the hill ?
 


A. Tao sir. 

• Haw ftr off was it . 

A. 51) or 100 yards. I wont to speak to a aergsant of sty dr psny in ehmr of a 
part of the peak trt in . 

how l after Major Bono reached the hill did you a sh th ors ? 

A. I don't know. 

? id you see Lieut . Hare sent to the pick train to hurry it up? . 

A, 

K. Do you Imo* that hs emit is that diro o 

A. No sir. 

mid you so him caning bask from that direotiott? 

A . HO sir. ' 

rasa* roashodDid you say the ask tra in rea+ohsd th -re 15 minutes after 
there. 

No sir. 

moo. 
q • How suah longer were you in getting to the top of the hill than Near 

A • I don't know. s da laysd on the s id a of t h* hill oatehi ng ea Indian pony. 

Haw load were you sag t ,ed at that?
 

, Maybe I was 20 minutes.
 

?dl, ,
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4. How long were eating; frog the timber to the river. 

A. I cameos fast as y horse mend bring use. 

Q, Was it s half an hour or twenty minutes? 

A. I don't know. 

Was Captain neatest, there *ben you wane up. 

A . Galt . eir ass tbore. I don't recollect Capt. t*. 

Q. The peek train was how far away? 

A . The advance was on the hill whom I got thane . 

. from the timber to than rival* how long dish it take you - 5 or 10 minutes , 

A . It was more then tint rty hare* fell '°ith me there . 

. has it 15 minutes? 

A . I don't know how long it was . 

Q, Can you be accurate In the time you core getting to the top of tie hill and 
reaching the puck train. 

I don't pretend to be accurate, 

Co Did ia jor Reno send to Capt. Heir to cams to him? 

A, Rot that I know of. 

C. 11.d you not say that the scams halted . end Major Reno sent for eir. 

A . I don't think I did . 

Q . If you Aid so was it a tact. 

A . I aLI not aware I said so. 

Questions by the Recorder . 

Awn you mare going down the bottom did you not may you had p iaeion fro m'
 
Major keno to go with Lieut . Ham 


.A . Yes sir 1 had permission % ths . time. He said I could go with that aficer 

When you went on the akirninh lino did you go with Lieut . Hare. 

A , 
. 

He was the officer I wont with. 

Q. m id you consider you wore disobeying orc sra then in going fret the timber 

to the line. 

No = ir, I t )light 1 woe doing my duty as a soldier .
 


came bock.
:• Who was holding Ma jor Reno's h 
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I ora't iv ow. I did not sae his horse at
 


You have repeated the order given by Adjutent vook to
 
 a jar Reno. Would yoube likely to know, being :Aajor Hones s orderly, vbe t her enema Custer sen tany word to Capt .deante+ea or ?
 


Corte inly not .
 


You say when you went on the hill you were talking to Cart. ,sir about the 
firing - bars it a feat that you bed that eoravereation with t ;e►pta xn weir. 

Yes air. 

Describe then duet and about how many Indians you ass fighting Cenerel Custer . 

X r► rked to Capt. Weir that General Custer must be fighting the Indian s 
they were e : ling. around in. the bott? . He said "Why do you think sa 
I said "I hear the firing and sae the dust and wee the Indians have at I 
left us." 

au say that might be half a mile from the skirrei h tine might it not be ;-era? 

a sir. 

You d id rzo .t mean you were sure it raw not over half a mile ? 

I don't :ratan that .
 


When you got fro: the timber to the ford there were a good many men th ra.
 


l ee sir.
 


You want from the timber acroea there as fast as Id? 

Yes air. 

did you stop Olen your erse fell? 

toeee char► to recover myself - probably a aple of minutes no longer . 

aw fast did y, 

A. At fast as my horse could run . 

did you overtake the command?
 


At the river.
 


Did you stop or arose over.
 


A. I *roomed over right away* 

• 'Ay did you ate on the hill. 

A . To catch an In4I' n pony . 

C. Row long did it take yeti to *etch him ? 

A, Not long than I stopped with Lieut . ,sllsee to fire et ea ar Indians t were 
kUhing fix . Leaf. 
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Horn maw$ elicit* did you fire.
 


3 or t .
 


How long did it take you to fire those shot* nod coltish ths pony . 

To or fifteen minutes. 

Are you sure it was not over 20 minutes . 

A . Too 

Q, Then what did you dot 

A. roent on to the top of the hill. 

c;tuentioc by Major o. 

d yo° wee any evidenee of, eowardiee at any time on the Art f >•ajor 
*no? 

A . Not sir. 

r=ot witness then retired . 

Sergeant 1, A . Culbertson, a witness duly called, a being first swor n 

to tell %Pot truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth testifies as 

followst 

ueation.e by the scorder . 

Q . ,'t to your name, rank, company and regiment and O'er . serving. 

A. F. A . Culbertson, 6ergoont k:o. `'T', 7th Cavalry, serving at "t . Lincoln, 
U . T. 

ti trrre were you serving on the 25 end 26 of June, 18?d. Under whose command . 

I was serving in "A" clomp . 7th Cox. Capt. Moylear serving under . Patio' s 
ocCtnd . 

. 4tete if you accompanied 'a3. ;:'no's column when it rent ahead on the
 


morning of the 25th. If so where was it thet it marched ahead and how
 


far from there did the end cross the Little hig Horn Alter.
 


ad . It left Baal. Custer's esswaaud at aA . I was with Maj . Reno's 
tepee about 3/4 of a mi frost the river. 

C. At whet gait did the command move down . 

A. At a test trot . 

Q . How long were you crossin over? 

A. There was a short delay of perhaps 5 to 8 minute's in closing tho
 


column.
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fled yci seen the Indians in the	 valley before crossing. 

A . o sir, I iced seen see dust. 

Describe the movement of thet column eft s#r it had arose up to the time 
it halted and deployed as ekirmishewrs . fete all you we during that rove.. 
merit . 

.£ter the companies formal the Bo nd was given "Forward" . feet moved dawn 
the valley and after going abaft half *ay there were Indices co it on 

. € ur left and front . Most of theca would Circle off to our left . There 
were a few shots fired some of which strum in front ef "A" company. 

that frem where the line halted .
 


About belt e; mile.
 


t, =use that regular tiring or a few twittered shots. 

A, csttertne. 

Q. In moving down were you opposed at any time in front by► Indians meeting yo u 

A . They erg}tee circling in our front . They were 5 or 600 yards in our fron t 
just before we baited . 

Q, "ouid ylu	 tell about how {may lnd~isne you sew up to the tieae the came
 


belted ,
 


R . hen in our front ' 0 to 280 riding be and forth *Ind some
 


Bros ed over to the bluff on our left.
 


How far were the hostile Indiana from the command ehen they belted and 
what were they doing.
 


They Were firing on uR ae we w them.
 


.
Were the Indians still moving to the left 

A. They were circling in front mere than arryrthin= : sloe firing and riding 
beck and forth. 

Q. When did the o moand o nee fi r 

nd tntil after we halted end deployed inI heard no firing from the a 
skirmish line .
 


.;here was the ri 'ht of the ski rmi h line.
 


ids I eat on the left.A .	 	 I believe the right rested near the 

ere Y4U near the extreme loft . 

Tee	 	sir. 

q. About how far did the skirmish line extend ?
 


j de we ware deployed about ROO
A,	 	 The intervals were not kept up wet. .
 

or O5O yards ;perhaps more .
 


it was in he open, hoe 
Q . teate all that occurred on. the s ireeat h line es 

long it retained there, what it did and where it vent .
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,ire remained on the *irateh line tiring come of the netn were firing very
fast. Meni were not man s greet many man at air wen company were now men 
and were firing fast . a remained there wo tic* when I heerd the command 
given, I don't know by whom tomato by the right flank . The do irnieb 
lino was more by the right flank ovary aan moving off towards the timber . 
I stopped on arriving at the tuber with 3 other ° stn at the edge of the 
timber on the b of the bill the balance of the otaraaaud went into the 
woods. I don't knor for what urposaa I did not hoer the tomatot . 

Pod there been any aeaualti as in % be command out thee'.. 

One man woe *dated on the *kirmi line thmt I amw. I craw others in 
the woods after I got in ve were on the skirmish line about 33 minutes . 

-to ed out there firing at the Ind toe after the admit nd got into 

atoppetd on the brow of the hill anx fia~ad Saar t aab►9tas apiece end som e 
pereon called out at that tin tog and st our horses. Then the n 
of my a oaal+any was wounded th€ t was ith ur . a loft him as dent ate: got 
our horses* 

you went and got y *here did the c `here did yol 
go and with *on? 

got our horses I went with Wit . raljaaet. I could not find y m u 
conpeny and 1 thought I would go with him. ':hey said they were going to 
charge and :ergt. Lo1ermot t and myself` rode out . .berg w o got on the hill 
we on but a very few aft in front of oat but there was b heavy body o f 
Indians all around us . as coati as we got on the edge of the timber Li . 
wailao. rode forward and no rode forward with him in the direction 
the river. The end a all ahead then and I s nw none at all but one o r 
two straggling men. 

y Indiana between l u end the command, 

left and some in front of us.Tea sir both on our right and 

Can you tell why the skirmish line war taken from the open into the timber. 
se it driven in by the Indiana , 

No heavy 'body of Indiana oh' ed on us until jus le at n got off 
rouW to our left.the line then about 800 bout 8 or I deep, cams 

nd ITO at the ford *. o you know in that order the ce a, 

A . I know a*thing about that. 

L)o you know bow feet they a►verd . 

A. I judge at a very fast trot, - bas' a faster I don't know. , e were moving 

at a feet trot :tarselvea. Lieut. allsce wee loping, I was trotting. 

« Could you sea whet the Indiana were doing Ate reference to the coma 

A, They were riding a 1, side aazzd firing from the pommels of their saddling
 


come along*

and soma fired pistols 

to aaherge or to retreat or anythingid you hear any c . na 
indiamtia = whet the movewosit from the woods was to be . 
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A. No air. 

4. Did ytu ferns soy ides what the Cent was to be from the woods. 

A. No sir I did not hear the order, am! don't know anything more then tha tsomeone said they were going to merge. I don't know where the ordereery+* from. 

;';id to hoar any cells rounded. 

A, No air. 

Q• Would you have beard the calls if they had been sounded . 

I think I should . 

,	 	 After the Bo nd halted and deployed es skirmishers stets if you know
 
whore Maj. Reno wee. What did ho do or say up to the tins the oomeooa
 
left the woods *
 

A . I did not see 6a j . Reno only for o second as the ekirnishiine was being
formed. I sew him thou rid _rah, towards the woods after thot I did not 
es* him until the time I arrived on the top of the hill . 

Q. Did you*** him got into the woods. 

A. No sir I sew him going in t t direction . 

C . Upon arriving at the ford in going book stet* what you sew and did there . 

A . As I ono to the ford there wee quite a body of Indiana firing at all 
pertiea who were dismounted killing horses end men as they mould . ohm 
I come to the two my horse jumped into the river . I ::nosed Lt . Hodgson 
who wee in the river . I could not stop my horse to assist him. Lt. 
Wallace. stopped on the other side to give what assistance he could . o s 
soon as I got loi of the river I saw t%s't .fren , _ere. Lloyd end the 
ergt. said we had bettor stop and protect the wounded in coming across . 

I told him to speak to Capt . looneh about it end he di : so. to =t.Freoeh 
said °I'11 try, I'll try° and rith that rode up the hill. 

Q. Was there anybody of men formed on the other book of the river Protectin g 
the men in g'tting over. 

No sir. 

sae the firs of the Indians returned by the troops to drive them fro m 
their position firing into the :<,en. 

A . No sir I heard none. 

Q . Did you see any other officer thero ? 

n	 yards above thoiA . Not any officer right thor.. I met Lt. Voting* shout 
with a wounded man the an oho woo tekint oars of his horse . He asked 
me to dismount and assist the an on hie hors .. I dismounted any caught 
a loose horse of °G°Co . end put the n on him end et rted =tithe hill 

again. 

. o y o know where is j. ono woo at that time.` 
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I e em't eery. 

q, hare did you next pees him, 

As top of the hill, 

Did you gn can up the hill, 

A.	 f̀ee sir slowly, 

Q . %ere the man coming up from the river . 

A, Ise sir most of them dismounted . 

you arose at the same piece tho other ran eerosseed , 

A. On going into the river I went in at the some pl * but I chess a plea e 
above that to go out . 

Q. *id you observe any other sounded man besides that one in the l eade . 

The let ,gtts of is in the ones end I stopped and got 
him s.-scone. 

Q,	 Who assisted you. 

A. . i, efr ott. 

: yid you get in up . 

Fi . Ye$ sir. 

=:ere you under au Indian fire at the time? 

A. Yes sir they wore tiring from* high point on un . 

Co id you see any other officer going up the hill 

A. tto sir, no other. 

Co	 an you got can top or the hill, whet officer did you whet WOO he 
doing. 

k . The first officer I saw weses G opts aoy1an nn I hesrd him say he ,Quid 
not sell his horse for soc*thin. I don't know whet. 

shat wee a j. Bono doing when you got on the hill? 

40 sus riding down to whore his position was afterwards . In s e w 
minutes otter I heard them say Amoral Ouster's colt sea colaing . 

CZ,	 who did it turn out to be. 

A . Capt. deenteeen . 

. a long rater you got on the hill before Copt. nteeen's solemn arrived? 

bout 5 or 10 minutes . 

Vol. I. p.36b 



����	��

I 

llid ycoo hat o size any Older on the bill, if so what. 

3 gilt an Order to it, Vanua but a oald not toll what it woos 

4. Could hear whet it wan abslot . 

A. No sir. 

q,	 	 dould you door it was about stag reflo d* 

A. No air, Lt . %e r m►ds ane ur that his horse was worn out but that i f
he (Mid get a new horse he would go . 

Whet did you do after that ? 

,i. As soon ens I arrived on the hill I went to whore the most of omen of 
cony were and as the mounded => t cans up we took oars of them. 

Did the wounded moo mostly crass by theslwes. 

A. 'fb+e were only two 0%? men came up et th .t tint, I wean asen *day
own a& pany. 

o, ere they being oh*ot 

No air. Ono oen wax ed into timer we told him to hold on to hi s 
horse ans.: he did so wad rode up . 

Co too about the other ave . 

A. Se cams on hornbook * 

c. =been riding across thee bottom could er there were oon wounded 
on the grew or felling from their horses . 

.,	 	 I didn't notk a any of t ho new, I believe except one lyim< olo~ae to th e
 


brush. I don't know whether he was wounded or not.
 


. You mow Maj . hose riding: town the i position you oftaroardo -lad for 
defense. '.'hen and ohoro did you foeMaj. gene next and shat orders di d 
ha aloe. 

A, I woo called by Cot . goyim a asked what :yen wore wounded and how many 
ware niasiug. I told him and thou Lieut. Varnum oohed If I had any 
water. bile spooking to him en giving his a drink of water he asks 
me it I had assn an thin ° of Lieut. Hodgson. I said I had and gays bin 
a description of whore I had soon him last . He either called Maj . Reno 
or he ewe up about that time and I told him I had aeon Lieut. R goon 
in the river. Maj. demo asked me if I then I 000ld find dim, I said 

I thought I could . Ho said he was going for some water and I *mild go 

along with him. 10 or Id moo end yself than went with s; . means to 

the river. A) went down to the river and I round the body of a man lyi ns 

I at first t? ,ught it was Liaut . Hodgson andat the edge of the oiler. 
.ono+ s att ti to it, but it proved to be a men ofd owntolled Maj . 

comlmny. de filled our eanteeas above whore the ono was lying in the 
win advenaieg up the hill and a eriver and. came op ors m little bench 

. #iers eca and dolled a . deno• s 
of lay CO. cane across the body of Lieut 

. '<e found that his vetch and 
attention to it, and he cane up to the boq
 

chain had been tek off except the little gold bar inside of his vest ,
 


. 'Eeno took that off and said it oas h a class 
and a plain gold ring MAJ 
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ring. he weft on up the, hill and found a man of "00 esp y in the bruitand took list out* He had lost his home and had hid in there until hegot an opportunity to get Out. we then went on to the top of tho bill. 

Whoa you went doers to the river were here any Indians in that immediatevicinity. 

Not in the front, our ri t tl Berea rre I ana on the hill . 

gas there any special or great d r or only a liability of being hit . 

There use a chance of being hit they bad killedseveral men right along
there the tir s was not heavy but we stood a ehaaeeee of being killed * 

olden you went bock to the top of tho hillC . at ae+ event of troops sea 
than made, In what direction, her for ant how soon aftor you got book. 

A. I think in about or OD minutes Cant. wales Co. moved out the pack train 
was just ccnain up a man of y (=pony who come up with the peek trai n 
was theirs. "A" Co. had 4 wounded men and oe had to take Ike meddle blanhst , 
to put them in. I believe that .a done by ;4a, v4. =aeeno'a order but Capt. 
Morton snipe intended it. It took six men to each ae undod ma and the 
rest to take tore of and lead the horses* ee moved forward for a half 

three porters of a mile, where orders coon back to bolt and return to 
our old position. a were roving down the river following Captain 
Weir ' s Co. which woo d 

. Boer soar did you approach the *dvanc a position eaf l pt . flair's Cn. 

A * I don't know. they were being driven lack o 

it ahead when you. notioed it Blase being d~rive~n bock* 

yards • 

much time a occupied from the tine you ;at on the bill in slaking 
hot movement going d anc return ng 

e loft tho hill going ixsg and getting into 
'position '!out an hour sad a half. fine travelled lo moved only a l eew 

foot at a time* 

.o you know,rtes ordered the colimm. to nave down sstr 

A . No sir. 

Q. Do you know who ordered Capt. Weir's Co, to rye out. 

A. No air. 

sd what orders did you receive about theCo. After the return of the 
peeks, if any, and from whom. 

While on the skirisieb line Lt . they coma tome and said I s it bring 
four men from the line co take oft the polls au; build braestworkei for 
tho wounded, ail. we were taking off the peeks one men vas instantly 

from whom but I think fron one ofkilled thon an order came I don't orow 
the peckers not to tike off th' peeks. i'uast than ka j . Reno come along tad 

Capt. UMW' asked him oh m% it end he said yoo take the woke off, and we 
took the packs off end built breast works for the wounded . 
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back tai the 'ter whets the skirmish line ewe thron out there andstate host lent! the etas lfd shred le the timber or bottom till it Taftthere. 

Ws were on the line about. 3 tietutea and it took than from h to 10 minutes 
to get out of the woods that iould be about minutes*
 


:4 to if you cen trot the time ha j. Reno left the ea
 
 d of vs aoho' Custer at the tepee how long it was until k1. Reno and Copt, ntee n
united their forces on the hill. 

It wee abut at hour and a halt. 

, How Irma was it cfter Captain 3etnteen's arrival on the hill until the
 
pack trata ee up or any part of it.
 

I judge it took us bolt AS minutes t o t, the river and find Lieut. 
li geon's body and return . Whet we arrived on the hill there I foams 
part of th4 t rain vas up. The =music= had arrived. 

y`-3u now just when the fu p itior arrived . 

I don t. 

=h, s it Cap t. ~eir moved before or after the a nation 
peck " ' le etr5 up. 

It was after . wee on top of the hill when I tone up free the edge 
of the river.
 


-y as much other non.
 


A . hie I did as much fi ; some of the other. I y Sew bed 
or four minutes longer than others . 

s of ammunition did you fire. 

by my bolt that I had fired 1 rounds: 

di kee'it: on in which Om. ster's battle.. if y..xu 
be, if eo when was it as comparedfield was aft :eacribe that firing awith the time eelrn's column coat up . 

what was said 

e1 ma sittingis to ash me for acs eater.It was where It 
there tea lktr to Lt . f dgerly ween the edge of a bank. :pea t 
a ample of volleys very heavycould hear the firing at first i t 

e di ; tsnt . Lt. Tataum madeafter arde it vas lighter and ep :ee t o 
the remark tit Cement Custer wee hotly mimed or. was iviit It to th e 

Indieus hot or wrda to that effect and in few minutes after . `;a j . hom e 
came up and vs vent own to the river and I did not bear it any more . 

If there had been any fir n after the t the hills would have broke the 

sue . 
hill the til you heard the'ea t . an 

lee air. 

C► • .; a he ue r ylu et the time. 

Tol. 1, p.388 



���

s	 	 Re eesS up while the firing wee going on,
 


Whit did he do.
 


A. e come ► p end a need to to ik with Lt . Tarn= and I stepped beak assoon es he ewe ups 

As No air Lt. Vernon was sitting there at the tie Tacin rather down the
rivers 

otld you hear the tiring at that time. 

A. Yea air. 

=tat p€ sition did Ma j . Reno occupy with reference to tire, firi
 

compel with your positions
 


n 

A. Doom to the edge of the river. 

Did you hoer any firia of t ee volleys* 

tie fi r 

or ehort and snick like men engaged in bottles 

It appeared more like aktrni h line firing 

si. . To who wee the remark of Lt bout the fir k r esed s 

A . I think to Us Zdgerly. 

there wee . Reno at the time that r rk was made* Maj 

I think he was too far heck to have heard it s 

y: . =yid he step u; at once. 

No airs 

Qs $obi long afters 

A. A few minutes after s 

C . Are you sure yu heard firi.n after j. Nano come up truths direction 
of Goals Custer , * bottle Id s 

A . Yes sir I an sure of its :1tui 

Vol. l; p.3$9 
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Now long after that wan it till the movemnet of the command was made dow nstream? 

A. I should plane it a few minutes tnaide of an hour. 

Then at 2 o'clock PtL the court ai j Turned until 10 o'clock .A .11.. 

taeaorrow Friday Jin'y. 31, W9. 

MR DAY. 

Chicago Illinoia, Jamnary 31 0 1879 , 
10 o'clock 10––.. 

The Court me%6ursuent to adjournment . 

Present 

Colonel Zahn S. King, 9th Infantry
Colonel oeley Merritt, 5th Cavalry
Lieut. Colonel :: . . Toyall 3d Cavalry 

Recorder 

Lot Lieut . Jesse U. Lee, Adjutant, 9th Infantry . 

Maj . Reno and his counsel wan elate present . 

The proceedings as for tie written: 'ere raed and approved . 

Lieutenant Charles Rio being{ recalled by Maj . Rena testifies *a 

follows : 
Questions by j . Rena. 

Q. V)*t conv .rsetion if a .y did re; have with Kr. Gincrd in the tieber in 
regard to his being ,gotaaocshatant. 

I did not converse with him, he said it served him ri . ht being in that 
poeittoa th set he bad ; bue iaess in the fight ee& he was not employed to 
fieht that he was het a c tnat but only an inter .reter and that it he 
had kept p ith the peck train be vould uGt have been found- . in. any such 
position. 

Qveation a by the Recorder . 
C. Mate from your irk -orient* as an of ficer what is the correct peahen of 

a man employed as itie retPar In regard to such matters whether he i s 
expected to go intoi the line and fight as a soldise' being employed as a n 
interpreter. 

I don't kc ow anything ibout !that it is a question of contract between hit 
and the commanding Officer bo is expected to curry out whatever he i s 
employed to do . 

. Is it a part of 110,7 of interpreter as such to fight . 

Not that I know of. 

The witness tberb retired . , 
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Tbb i otic*t of ergeant Culbertson was the :: rammed as follows. 

Quest ion a by Maj . Remo* 

What commands if any or instructions did you hoar M3 . teno give to
Company
 "0" oa their way to the timber 
. 

A. I heard him my to Co. "a" not to get exalted that they would have hot 
enough work or words to that effect . 

Q, dtats if th-re was not a very considerable cloud of dust in front of the 
Indian encampment as you moved down . 

q, btote how many Indiana you could me oute ide of that cloud . 

A. At time fry a hundred to a hundred ant"# fifty, of times more riding book 
and forth. 

N, Did you see Maj . =:saes freq tly and if eo what ens he doing .
 


A, I saw him but once and that was when the 1 ia.e woo toting deployed . His
 

ed Jutont deployed the line on the loft and Ma j. .ens was on the right o f 
the line. 

tate whet in your Ahkoo,nt what would hove been the offset on the skirmish 
line if it had not been retired to the timber. 

Had it not been retired within 5 minutes from the time it was I don' t 
think any one would have got off the line. 

C. How long in your judgment Gould Ma j . .no have held that timber with hi s 
command . 

A. I don't think he could have held it but a very foe mlnutoo e 

Q. =tote what I*ouf esti tee of the number of Indiana at and about the 
Position of Maj . oeno on the skirsich line and in the timber. 

A. I think from a 100a to MO. 

'ith regard to the nun ber of shots that you fired odot was your manner 
of firing . 

A. our of us were together and we bays ttoppod and knelt before fir r ?. 

Cie did the troops , en rally do that . 

A . No sir the >s, l orrity were now men no ver under fire before rind fired at 
land ors. 

did Too have any eo area ti ou with other men on the skirmish lino and in 

.the timber, and if : what were Chore etoto enta about the number of shots 

fired by them. 

A. I hove had men tell me that they fired 6) rounds . 

q• when you got on the hilltop atete if you heard Maj . =ono give any orders 

to Lt. Taanwa. 
Vol. 1, p.Z?l 
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heard hi* cite an order but what it has I di not haw* . 

How long was that after the command mashed the hill toy. 

It was Juan as we got on the hill top. Lt . Vart was close to as . 

otete if there was any delay or waste of time in waking the mchement down 
the river after the paektrrin Joined the caes nd on the hill ? 

Nothing more then to yet the eked freed with the blankets. 

Hoo far down the river in the direction of Gehl . Custer's battlefield
did the command woe. 

About a half or 3/4 le we were in the rear . 

yes the front pert of the column much in the edvance, . 

A. Probably 8)l yards perhaps more . 

. Mate whether the firm of which y-;au hen a ten that f heard while 
on top of the hill *two heavier in the direction of General Ouster' s 
battlefield thaw thet which no hoard in the unbar. 

A . It was not any heavier than that we had on our *trawl line . 

tate if the firing at any time you heard it has sufficiently heavy to 
convey to you or anybody else the idea that feral Custer was hawing
more trouble than be could contend with . 

A . It did not appear to he the impression with any person that he was hev 
any more trouble than to had ourselves . 

«teats whether you had any c rareeti on the hilltop with Capt . ylan 
with regard to the Impression that Gen or bad ounded Son and 
could not Join j. Ae~w's can-and . 

A. I had no c .verasrica with him myself bnt there was a Pei'°perk mode on the 
night of the 2;5th by someone as Capt. oyInn wss passing ai lon that Lieut . 
Calhoun had been wounded . He stopped and asked who brh ht the word in. 
The man said he did not hhow that some scout bad brought . it in. He sail 
he did not think it wee true as he had not heard it* 

In sir Just after dark. 

-.tate whether the firing you heard down the river at the time the ca d 
moved in that direct lon was heavy or light . 

A . There was firing botwso > ? . 2 o's eoc d and the Indians none further 
donna , 

Did you hear any firing from Gaatera l Custe_r's battlefield * 

the top of the hill which you spoke ofQ. Mete with reg*= rd to the 
yesterday h lot g after y: u hoard that firing did you and MAJ . Reno 

look after Lt . Hodgson*s body. 
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4 A. A very few minutes probably 3 sinutees .
 

q.	 	 ;,tats whether you heard any tiring after yotoft the hilltop with MO.
;nano.
 

blot in that direction. 

rhos you Game book to the hill top from the edge of the river did yo u

hear any firing.
 

Bea	 	 I did not . 

Q, How long do you dupAse you were gone there with &a {, Bono. 

A .	 	 I judge it took us half an hour to go and *am* book. 

.	 As far as you saw oa the afternoon of the 25 was not tlaj . Reno exereising
caution over his mad. 

A .	 	 Teo sir. 

.	 =peaking of MO. Nino going to the pack animals state whet be said there 
and if it was a position of greet exposure or not . 

A,	 	 Maj. no wee standing on the opposite side of b peaks on a aid* hill
 
which was * very exposed place, .s mars being killed every second and
 
men were being killed .
 

c .	 	 was a men killed right there. 

A . Yes sir. 

. that tins ma s that, 

A, About rO minutes after the Indtsn came down and engaged us that evening. 

ix as far as you can that period of Um* .
 


I should think it wan b or half past .
 


'In the *venial of the day he had been in the timber .
 


le, sir on the "5th.
 


C. After dark did you see biased vas he `:n r po s it io . of Eger, 

A. I saw him that evening o' the loft whore the breeteorks were being built . 

He asked if all the stuff had been put 1 :4 the breastworks. I said no ther e 

were ecses fee bozos is front stil' *hich 'ere used by the Jan on th e 

skirmish the and he said we should exte> .d it ap far as possible. 

m. .	 	 `==as the plats* you saw his in one of da ger or of seoutiiy . 

A. It was a dangerous place .
 

tote what arrangements were rode for the security of the oassasnd on th e 

night of the 25, after the firt ae a e d .
 

A . I can only speak for our emrn line .
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c. I a .l your attention to picket* being throat, out . 

Thor. hod been pickets it i 1t .0 pt. Moylsn i suppose reaei, orders

from MO. Kono and put pickets out in front of the b stworka
. 

Q. nor the pickets *ors put out did thee command lie down and root. 

sir. 

`:-fete it a ttythiet w* se t night of the 25 in regard to sendi e 
despatch to al. Custer. 

A. Lt. V fPfgtfi tt to the vicinity of the peeles and 
asked/ o g6 o p , Lieut. Vernun hod to go out. eergt .t-
MODormot. said he did not want to volunteer but if he ono detailed h e 
v,ould go. Lt. Voraum sold it woo v, ry likely he wow hove to go an d 
he wanted the eergt . to go elosg with his. 

It wee the bsliaf that night that 'eee*l . Cutter and his end were live' 

lees sir Wore was no other impression . 

C . .Otnta if et any time or in ey wag the idea eevwr entered isato the mind s 
of the officers or of MO. iatiea'o command during the 3 and :g6 of 
Jt.ao that t 40herol Custer and his ecmoon4 could possibly he d .eetroled . 

A . :hare was %O such impression at oil 

cots it not the impression on the part of ofttoero end u th : :t General 
Custer ond his men were jug t as able to tome acre of themselves as si . 
tents was with the colts= he had . 

i rimerio< wee thee t oensrnl Custer had wo dad eetad eras not able to 
cons to us as we were of obis to go to him. 

♦peak of the eo€hv=rantioo bot0000 Csfit . pt. oylau on the subject 
of 4enernl Custer that night . 

ear objected to the gneetia s being entirely tO) much in 

it being c loured overruled t% ob jeet-direction of homy. The o 

t ion . 

in€ tether Goner-AA. I heard ap't . `-air ask Copt . g
 
nythinr . "'ether
uster ever gave him any 

d no that when be waswe were to go here or there* Capt . Moir 
going to do he woul dAdjutant Gene 1 Custer never told hi 

o to ouch nod such place.order him to tell the eta ty 

and t h. t moo all. 

on tho = ortsii of the 26. If so at whetate whether you sow
 

r end where was he.
 


I saw him abut Q or helf poet coming from th e
 diretioa "I" Cot o. line 
oylnn wee.
down to the brestworks where Cat. 

C. `>' ho had Co. D. 

Cie 't. 'air 4 
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Us that posit ion a dangerous ono or not .
 


It bad been the afternoon before
 
I s not theere that day though I hoardthat non Tare wounded there that day , 

o again on that g ay and if so and what woo he
doing. 

I sow him wing ar i at different tees behind "A Co. I ohs rot out
from behind the bream! eocs of °'A" Co . but amid as. his paaai bock
and forth from one eat of the lino to the other . 

it you saw him going past tholpahktrhin. 

I Mw him pass it several times. 

'aaa that a position of d the fire Indiana. 

Tee sir it was the worst place there was . 

. Auto if 3a0< saw j . about II o'clock on the morning or the p6 aoi 
hear him weir of going titer ter the wounded . 

A . I heard him shy something a t ~ . sotto a-on down f meter. 

Dad you ks=o+s a man named all
 


id.
 


e whether you saw hiss rem aria the . far in the directs s o f 
e r"a oomond . 

gotta bask but s ta the ford . 

bather he rejoie-ead t 

A . Ho nevar did that I know of. 

:aJ . 

colt. 

=tote with regard to the ship of a of = a o'e 

he if you heard Adjutant Cook say anythi to the moo i o ltm n on 

the ty to the ford. 

As we wore amass t ~ t tributery u '` the Little Big Ad, 't. Cook 
gave the order to clo e s up that that woo ho 

Had the horses of the mom at th t limo bottom u sgabla. 

No eir nothing moree than thot scam of the non oar* very poor riders. 

• Are you acquainted with the point o the zap mar 'ad "it'" . 

A. I have been there and crossed i!t 

.damt as good a ford as at the point where 14 . u crossed into the 

timber. 

Vol. I 3` t 
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A. I think it is about as good. 

is for as the country is concerned woulil it not offer the some facilitiesfor arose rug.
 


Tea sir we crossed
 
it several times it- 1+877' and it was a good *ro ss ti . 

You hoard o firing when you and , . auto came up from the rt ar to the
hill. 

A, t did not . 

Did you see .r. it+ard during that fight . 

I did ot till the night of the 26 . 

(z . As tets if you had any conversation with him in regard to his watch and rifle. 

Do apt Jackson kenos in and Girard said he has lost his watch on the 
afternoon of the 25 and through hie rifle into the river to t ry to get (may . 

:tote if you sew any oats of irsrd thst are of Noy importance in this 
matter . 

A . I saw him on the morning of the 27th t to all . 

itte ahetber at any tree during the advance the timber or to the fight . 
theirs, or in the return to the hill to or at any time during all those 
engagements you saw any Evidence we tevor of cowardioe on the pert of La j .
 

Reno. .
 


Non* at ell .
 


tueatione by the Reorder. 

Did you *to Ma j . Reno all that time . 

A, o sir. 

About to* much of the time during the £h and the 26 do yo muPNogo ou 
saw him. 

A. I saw him fretuntly hack and forth. 

times did so* :̀ist w lon at a tin, end bow much tim eHow many you 
altogether? 

A. I suppose putting, all the time I sew him toretbar during the odor; 
would amount to probe h Iy 4 or 5 h ur . 

base the opinion you have given.la ,that the time on which y ;t . 

. 

Yet s 7 7)u saw a aloud of dint at th!e bead of the eolumo pains• doom. 

A . Yee sir I only bass n o ini %n un that 

A . Yea air. 

.tot• whether the Indians in driving their ponies make such a cloud of dust .• 

Vol. 1, p.3 6 ‘O 
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They	 will. 

Ccettld tell whether they were nll ponies or warrtore on the move . 

A . I could not say. 

You did mot know Ant see in thei,t ocInvA of dust . 

A. H4 sir. 

, You eay the command would not have tested three minutes if it had of 
been token off the line 1 -to the Umber . 

A, Yes s iar. 

c,	 fie* many men had been hurt to that t 
very 

A. A	 few only one that I know of but the Indians world hem out us off e t 
that time because just as the left of the line moved into the woods 'About 
800 Indtnu.4 cone around the edge and Lt. iseldudio stopped stall fired 2 shots 
at them .
 


there any halt € de to give the Ind ons a volley .
 


the skirmish lino had mmv'od into the woods. 

Then the Indiana passed ruin erithctut petting the benefit of a volley ? 

Ton sir . 

Q. 'b-id the commend g into the a for protection. 

I can't soy . 

If it would have beet destroyed on the lino in going into the woods wa s 
it proteet .d • 

A . It would be ore protected the fit . 

. utsete how try shots you act u . Ily fired. 

A, I rid by my bolt tiv t I had fired 21 shots . 

You ate that the jorI ty of the new were non on. ha ^: do you mean by 
a majority . 

A . Mon not i the ser~+ice more than 5 or 6 months . Moot of °° Company ate . 
'ere ms: and a great many of "A" Company were now . 

o.	 worn half of A Company two mete . 

A . No about 1/8. 

Q . How ouch more than half of '40''t Ct ny ire new men* 

hot more	 thee bolt, about-half .
 


much had the other company.
 


A . I don't know about the ether copany . 
'ot.. 1* p.3?? 3't i 
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U say that the nei on ty were new . 


They detailed the oldest su for horse holders
. 


is it not true that a great may 
 eoaing into the service and classe das recruits have been it the service before. 

About one in tea have been in before . 


know that can the ease there
. 


ee had but one man in the lot ae got who had
 been in the service before. 

An the men hed been in the service 5 or 6 moths . 


Yes sir. 


Gam t a on properly ins a learn the ordinary duties
of as cavalry sewn in six months . 

i . Yes air it properly instructed . 

You say the eawmaW was d.le .d on the hill in making a e on account ar 
the wounded. 

Tos air. 

And not an account of thew* train. 

I don't know they en14 when . I came on the hill that the a+ ition had 
COMO up. 

delay on account of the ;rounded 

A . The delay was getting the blanket to put the cued in, 

aid you sere 1200 Indian* r un na3, awes comasd i an the not tam.a 

i judge I see tram a thoussnd to twelve hundred . 

(. There might be tare down in the village. 

A. I did .-sat see the village I could see a big dust there. 

esaribe the pooition of the 1000 to 1M Indians you sew in refers a t o 
the pen it ion of L* 3 . 1ano' as command in the timber . 

A . The first Indiana carom on our front and left the skirmish line was 
then dr*swn in there is a bend in the river and the village is more in 
that bend and they cans up around the bend piecing right where the tin e 
had beern . 

Then if there was danger to the cord In beitea out in the open firing sat 
the enemy, and of being destrayed in three minutes by the Indian. coming 
there state if then ;; one not denser in going out a ermai g the river 
to the top of the hill . 

There was great danger it massing out. The Indians rode alongside of as 
about 0 or 13 deep firing most of the time into us . 
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c. Do you Qonsider there was very great danger in the commands going out ofthat timber and arcs ; ing that bottom. 

A . I consider there was danger there. 

,:tete if you know up to the time the commend aterrted to lease the tier
of their being *y order 'bowing what there were going to do. 

A . No sir nothing only some of the men said they were going to charge, I don' t 
know if it was an officer or a soldier. 

Mate up to that time how many men had been disabled . 

A . There was one man wounded on the line, another after we got into th e 
timber and another one was wounded just as he got on his horse that wa.a 
ail I knew of et the time. 

What became of theme 1OO Indian* you spoke of after Maj . eao cro&sed the 
river. 

A. They rode up to the orossin ; end. as they come up would swing around and rid e 
back again. 

. In that movement ;town the stream after the pack train came up 'halms in
 

strews.
 


A. Capt. weir's 4o. 

was he ooneiderebly in advent,* of the other part of Maj . Keno's eolumn . 

A . He started before the balauoe, 

c . :ghat interval we there between hie cony and the column. 

A . He may he been 150 yards in advance when I sow him he might here been 
further in advance at some other time. 

You don't know when he moved out . 

A. No sir . 

. You don't know by whose order hemmed, or if by any order. 

A . I do not. 

t to if you were in a position when you went down to the edge of the rive r•
 
to hear fir t # .
 


A . No sir . e fter re left the top of the hill the hills betneer us and Geri .
 

.
Custer's battlefield would break off all esp
 

the hill you looked after the wounded tom.
onIhen you osme beck 

Yes t r. 

y id you put Moto where they would be user the water . 

a place Ha .# . Reno occupied after-A . No air not near the eater . They ears in 
ward . 
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47aa	 	 it in a low place on a high place .
 


It was in a depression .
 


Bow much lower was it than the place whore you heard the firing first. 

A .	 	 It was nearly am a level with it a very little depresei c* . 

n; .	 	 ::are you prying any attention so that you might boar the firing or were 
you attending to the wounded . 

A . I was not paying any attention to the firing still if there been any
I think it would h a=ve been noticed by some one and spokes of . 

It might not have boon heard by any ones. 

o air. 

, ., as there not more fir ng as it from sharpshooters from the Indians i n 
the distance on high points or knolls. 

A . hove tae but little firing at that tins around our position . 

C: . On the afternoon of the 15th during the fighting how much did you sae of 
ie3 . Pone from the time the seen took the final position for defeases unti l 
the engagement was over. 

A. • I sow him twice to speak to him and I saw hilts everal times pasai g by . 
I *wp:oes altogathar I saw him an hour and a half or two hours during th e 
engagement that afternoon. 

You say a man was killed at the time you were arranging the packs low ne w 
was Maj. Reno to you at that time. 

A. Perhaps within 15 or PO yards standing o the opposite side of the leaks . 

a. You stated ashen fixing the lino at night you saw j . :e no giving instruc-
tions . 

Yea al r . 

Q.	 	 ti ers the Indians tiring an the line at that time . 

A. Tbe tiro was ceasing . 

Ct.e	 	 yes the danger as great as it had heeen? 

A . No sir the firing was going but was not so heavy as it had been an hour 
a11 a half afore. 

. Custer was takingTall have maid something about the impression that (cal 
;eon atcare of himself about as well as Maj . Reno was . 'Ow had the most 

that time. 

A . I know he had 5 eromponie$ with him. 

c.	 	 What was the everege sire of a cony. 

A. bout 40 to 45 Caen . 

C . Before or after taking ant the packers . 
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I never saw thssi after the packers were taken out, but I judge the re were40 to 45 met. 

c. He did not have wear about 5 eon. 

A, About that . 

Do you know bow meal effective men keno had on the hill that night . 

I judge about 300 or .h <<raa. 

,, .tnte whether there ems any effort awe, under cover of the darkness
that night to discover where eni.Custer eas. 

A, I do not know of any. 

;, You say the pack train was in a meet dangerous places did it remain there . 

It could not 'se ehalaged . 

.Re it in e depression. 

, . It was, but on the open side they were exposed to a fire in front o f 
C-mnuyA. 

. Bowe uteh hod the bulk of that command ridden &only before that ii me . 

During the month before they he ridden probably 2 or 500 miles . 

( . a= id the men fight mounted or dismounted ie to bottom. 

A . aismounte* . 

Do you -now anything 'about the ford NH" at that time or is wed istely after 
the engegerwt . 

A . I was there at the ford. 

ten you deraribe the approach to it from the right bank . 

A. there in a mmall dry creek rtes in there . 

u: . £eecribe the bank on the other aide . 

A . On the u river side it was more sloping;; than on the other Bide there were 
places where the ccsrrand could cross at "B" . 

• You mews a command that could have had time to hunt a place . 

A . It would require no hunting.
 

` ; • 'an* it used at that time, by the Indiana as a ford .
 

A. 1 think the ford "Be was fully as good as "A ". 

Rf . Did it appear to have been used as a *roe-sing by the Indian, to th e 

sane extent as "A" . 

I. I Iwo so. the right bank appeared to have beer; used a good deal. 
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iow ways it on the other bank 

I did not go over at that time i t appeared to ho a slapir4 han k 


Did you sotto whether the trail went out on the other side . 


I did not. 


Sow vide woe the stream t 


40 or 50 yords.
A . 

' hieh was hewer to the hostile ville ea the point -Br or the pleat where 
Rojo Hssso aaas i = the timber * 

H" . It was near the centre of the village . 

x id you examine the lg the point k as to any evidemcem of 
fighting. 

were the first evidences 

y I awe I Judge wnse =about yards fry tire. he a mis s 
toga her to bury the deed as vw ew*me eta th a we did but 

up around. 

quest i on a by 

not an attempt by the hoi coin : on tote n r noon of the 25 
to open a nieetio;: with Gene1 Custer and it wet driven bean. 

no's trever i was based can a loe er inspection 

dutiesIn point of fact how ?xue
 


of a cavalry soldier .
 


on duty of other kindcould hardly answer that qt et ion. The men
 

so auch. They did not have much opportunity for Instrue
 

soldier. 

that there duties were such thatIt the- bed enlisted boar "eeonths before of a *aviarynuoh inntr etion in the dutiest h e y could ti n t r :-eiaeive v
 

sold ter .
 


by J. =pno, and thet was
No sir only what was tx van gain t
 


only aoath or a iac ee►ks instruction .
 


questions by the Recorder. 

How long has you beet in the service. 

3
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. In your duties as a nc • eisoi nod o fficer are you often called uponto	 drill the mos. 

A. Yes eir. 

aid you drill those en frequently. 

,, No air it was mostly company	 dril' . *nd battalion drill very little squad
drill.
 

id you consider those men in your ()Anion as a sergeant unfit to tak einto action . 

A. oreee few I did . 

Is there not shays sane en unfit to take into action in a eommand o f 
any considerable size. 

It is very seldom t hot you can ever find s shy poor horsemen as we 

.	 as there any pertteuler cowardice on the part of the recruit . 

1. bo sir I don't mean to any they were cowards, they . would tiro at r. 
not in time. They were }got well enough drilled in horsemanship .
 


The witness then retired.
 


Trumpeter lobs Martin, Company H, ?th Cavalry, * witness called by the 

Peoorder and first being duly sworn to atify the truth, the mole truth wa d 

rothina but the troth, testified as follow : 

auestirnn.a by tae = aeorder . 

sate. :vur name, rank, company and reegiftent and Where *erring. 

A.. John Mv.rtia r. .n -*ter, Company H, ?tb Cavalry, serving at/ort abrabaa 
Lincoln, ; . 

a. "abet duty were you on am the nth of Jane 1876. 

A. I aete orderly trumpeter for Lieneral uster. 

C. '` sera were you serving at the time e user what y lace? 

A. About 4 or 5 miles from the little Big Holm River. 

$ere you with General Custer at the tepee on the right oink of Ile river? 

A . Yea sir. 

.ajor Beno's column wont ahead of Uenerml Goatee . q. *here was it th. t 

It was at that tepee he took to tho left and as took to the right. 

`are ,u on a	 little sstre*e whore you o ere.
 


vi e - a could nee hills on both sides.
A . hp it 'ass s► kind of a 
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On which side mow Comers). Custer. . 

A. He was on the right and Major i eao was on the left. 

. after eaJor Aen went aheed state if General Custer rL eetried on that Ads 

A. Yee sir we :rent on a lump all the , . 

How niter did he go to the river there. 

A . Re did, not go seer the river at all we struck a little creek where we 
waiksd our horses - that woe the only place we halted . 

r as that otter Major 4ent~ had gone ahead . 

A . Tee sir. 

. Had `3ejor eerie gone to the left of the creek . 

A . Yee sir. 

'het order did +enerel Custer give there. 

A. He sent is tic liments to the Genders and directed them not t3 let 
the horses drink too ouch thet they had too much trsvelin° to do that day . 

C . How long were the horses drinking ? 

A. ibout 5 minutes . 

C . How long was the belt there. 

A . out 10 minutes elte other. 

Q. Tell hew fast aener l Cutter's cols then went and tell all you know 
about whet directs .1n and hoer far fry: the river a and whether you could see 
anything on the other tilde of the river . . 

A. Genert l (%uaetar left that entering place end Bent scout 7.) yards in a 
streight line than after that he turned to the right a little more end 
travelled that way four or fine hundred yards then there was a kind of a 
big bend on the hill - he turned these hills end a ent on top of the 
ridge . All at ono: es looked on the bottom and saw the Indian village at 

o^uld see only children end dogs and ponies around thethe setae time 
village. No Inel ion: at all - General Cu titer tip : Bred to be glad to see 
the village in that shame and sup :osed th Indians were asleep is thei r 
Wises . 

As you ►t down you went on the right beak of the river? 

A. Yee sir on the ridge. 

i+s you ee.re going down could you see the bottom on the other side of th e 

river? 

Tea sir.
 


Could you see the timber .
 


A . No sir hoe cruse the timber was under the hill - the hill we. very high. 

3b4
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Q, Could ism soe anything of Major Reno's column as you were going down . 

A, No sir not at all. 

Co blow near were you to General Custer mowing down that time ? 

A, To the loft and roar of him riding as orderly within shout two yards o f 
him. 

c_, rtete if you know where was the gray horse company on that march? 

A, In the contra of the cols, 

Gould you sse the river as you rent demur ? 

A. Yes air we could wee th+, river when on the top of that ridge then ws wen t 
down a ravine and *sold not ass the river or timber or mlything oleo . 

aid you hoar any tiring as you went down ? 

A. NO sir. 

t . How fast did verer i t•uater move? 

A, Always at a gallpp . 

Co. woo everybody galloping . 

A . gee sir same of the horses want:it to go ahead all the time. 

Q. If you eon tcU the distance data boo for you had gone from that waterin g 
plow to the plows where you could look darn and sea . tho village. 

A. I should judge it was about an hour and a half after we loft the wetorin g 
place till we got to that place . There were hills to go up and doves aed 
we could not go so fast . 

4o ld ou see the children in the village? 

A. Yeas sir we could children and doge. and ponies scattered wound . 

Co What did the children soon to be doing. 

A. Playin Ground and cow striding still. 

. uid the whole colua go on to the ridge to look down ? 

~ . ho air the whole command passed over it. 

Could you see the river free= that place out there.'r% . 

A. No air the riv-'r was right at the toot of the bluff . a would see the 
village. 

ry . You could goo it at that place. 

A, Tea sir. 

C. What ordure if any did enerskl Custer give the ?ion there - that was sai d 
and done there? i JVol. 1, p.38g 
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A, After ueneral Custer env the vil tege with no Indians in it I suppose be 
sus Odd and be pulled off his hat sod gave a cheer and said "Courag e
bogs we will get them and as soon, as we get t :rh vs will go beck toour station .", 

Toll in *bat direction you were %boa wing . 

A . o went more to the right from that ridge and went down to a ravine % het
went to the river . At the serve tires General Curter passed that high piec e
on the ridge ore little below t he told his Adjutant to send an order 
beak to Captain Bentsen. 

. that orders did you get there? 

A . General Cueteer turned round and called his Adjutant and gees hi m 
instructions to write a despatch to Capt . iienteen. I don't know what it 
was . Then the Adjutant *ailed tee. I wee right at the roar of the 
General . Be said orderly I want you to take Vitt deapetch to Capt . Boa--
teen end go as fact eas you can . to also tell :s if I had time and there 
mtcs no danger in coming beak to do ea but if there was danger or there 
were any Indiana in the way net to come tetck but to remain with my company . 
My employ was with Capt . Bentsen and report to him when I cam: down there . 

c. fell what you did than - where you went and how fast. 

A . My horse was kinder tired but I went through as fast as her could go. The 
ed jutent told me to follow the mole trail eft came down. 

Q. aid be nay y would meet anybody ? 

1► . No air. 

:yid you follow the same tr-11? 

A. Yes sir. 

C . ':ell what y;lt sae gal back. 

A. After I started from den. Custer to go bask I travelled b or GOO yards 
perhaps 3/4 of .e mile. I got In the same ridge where general Gunter 
see the village the first time. On going beets over that ridge I looked 
down into th• bottom and I saw l:aejor %end's battalion was engoged . I 
Paid no further stto ti a to it but want far erd on oy bueiaeea. Then I 
went on to the edge of the stream and about 1 or 40d yards above th e 
creek where we watered our horses I met Capt . ,3enteen. 

khet did you do? 

Cook had told me - notI delivered my despatch and told him Vat Lieut . 
to go beet ( if there vas en;: danger end t) report to him when -y company 

joined snera l Cu : ter' a command, =hen C° : 3enteeu took the deza =eteh 

le die pocket sedge's ea an order to take to Cast .read it end -ut it 
dat.dug, u to bring up the peek tr in and keep it moll ua . 

y id you say anything to Cs .t. $enteen shout shat yoe bed seen in the bottom ,• 

A, Captasnte sn asked es where 3onera l Custer was. I said I sup oseed %he t 
that was all Iby the t time he had made a charge thro-gb the village au !
 


said .
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Did you ooy anything about Major Reno'e battalion . 

A. No sir. 

Why not? 

A . asked no questions about it. 

When you left 4snera1 Custer was he still moving or was he baited ? 

No sir ho was going ahead . :.'tut Adjutant •topped to write the despatch . 

{ . Hove you any idea hjer long it took you to ;et book to Capt. Bentsen. 

A . I jnds about 3/4 of an hour or on hour . I can't judge v ry well as I 
bad no vetch. 

You can't be certain sa to the tins? 

A. No sir.
 


4, . ow yoo mat* any halt going book.
 


A. No sir as € y horse was going I aou ld ,look in any d ireet iou . 

When you saw ioajor Rena t o aon*nd in the bottom did you aake any bolt . 

No air I wont on wy business - I Imo told to hurry . 

q. Prom that pines •h~re you looked down and ss .w ajor tono'e battalion 
engaged - e y s °yell how long it was after that before you got t o 
Copt. Soutoon? 

A . I judge it woo 15 or 90 aimstoa . 

Q.. It was pretty soon? 

A. Yoe sir. 

4• '=afore that had you been travelling all the time from where you 'aft 
Cameral Custer. 

A. Yea sir. 

o . Was it up hill or down hill or on a level . 

A. Mon I loft Censral Custer it ms up hill till I of up on that high 
point then it was level for a while and then down hill gigolo. 

You say Ca2t. Uentesn g tvsyot an order to go to Cart . a >~au all.Co, 

A. Yea air.
 


Co ksid you start right off?
 


A . Yes sir. 

How far did you go to find Capt . <c = uga ll. 

A. t oou t 150 yards. 
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Q, Cept. MODougall hisself woo in front of his troops . 

A. Yes sir. 

. How were the packs?C.
 


A* They axe pretty wel < together.
 


p: * ghat did lo% say to Ca to =cl.l* 

A. I sold Capt. Bentsen sent his cpllssnts end w sated his terry up thepacks sad not to dot to far behind and to keep then toll cloud up. 
Co Then whet did you 4o . 

I vent bask to my cor and took ny posit ton es the left of it .
 


m id Cent. McDougall close up the pecks then

.. 

A . Yoe sir. 

When you gave supt . feateeen that order woo he on the marsh or halted ? 

the marsh. 

r y gave hiss the order how fast did he go? 

A . After I gave him the order he went a little livelier * 

. Row fast were the puke at Didµ when you out heck to Captain ti
 


Y'ose were walking some running and also trotting.
 


After you wont back to Captain McDougall whet trot 1 did you this follow. 

A. en. Luster's trail * 

Toll whet tok place efte 

;e kept on on euer'al Custer's tail end i't ;,r a ate this x►ld a where 
I sew ajor ?keno fighting in the boat . bout the ties we Bot there I 
saw Major Beno's battalion rot 'ti to the le side of the river we were 
on. 

. Did lou go with Capt . teen's colter or with the 

A . I was with Copt. tattoo* 

' tore you with f u r c e Jor' heno eo nd
 

Yes sir.
 


Bow long did you have to wart till the packs cam* up? 

Probably 10 or 1 minutes. I moan the peeks reds a long string in 15 
minutes everything was up. 

id You Novo dew the stream that dray ? 

oho were retreat fug from the bott end forhey-were weitie 
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saes Pa** and after everything was got to ther are moved shoed win. 

Gan you tell how long it we after the packs moved up till the eons:madwed down the river . 

A. I think about so hour and a half . oe vatted for a ;:yen from the bottomand then fired out together. 

R. You came up with your tummy to wh?re Major Removes an the hill ? 

A . Yes air. 

C . shoo you got there what did you do? 

I did nothing • I was on ^y hors,* behind Capt . ienteen o I woe his orderly . 

uow long were you there before the command aterted to move out all too
gethe 

, It was about an hour end a bolt. 

:yid you see any troops move down beafars the whole commend moved down . 

No air . 

Which company moved down the stream ahead . 

A . I don't reme sber. 

'its any cry ordered Out ahead of the *thorn ? 

I don't recollect. 

4. aid you se Crs t. '-air's *ovally go that way? 

! . It oast with the bettolioo when we *ant n atreear . 

io you moan he moved with the battalion at the some time it did . 

Yes air . it the time oe oot to the head of the ravine Coot . p is took 
his company a Ii t'tle to the right and then some bask aoaiea . 

CZ . hen you went dams there what did you woe about Inuit ne. 

I was right in front of the column and could see Indiana eftor oe sot t o 
the hood of the first ravine=; on struck . a halted there and that woe 
the time Copt. ei.r wanted to take hit company end go down the stream t o 
see 4enerail Custer. He ut r = little to the right and came b ek again. 
The Indiana were Doming General relater and coming book to us firing the 
bulk of them cam up to the column whore we were . 

Then what you do? 

A . Thou the ealtmn tutneo ba ea that woo a bad position there the Indian a 
were on .both fleokr and the ravine Mowery deep send we ©nild : :cwt go throtg h 

if we most down and I expect nobody wonted t o go; we went bone I don' t 

know how far and took position . 

►y id you earns to Derr the place where you first moo =af or Wince.
 


little furthor down the etrsa- .
No air it was a 

Did you see Major Reno on the % 
dui 
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A . I sew him the time se went bask and took position ,
 

Lid you see Am any more t'- .t day?
 


ir.
A. 

Q.	 	 aid you see btu the nut day? 

Tee sir and I env him that night too. 

At whet time? 

;.bout 1' o'clock that night - e sent an order to me to have reveill e 
sounded at 2 o'elock the next morning. 

Ad	 you sound saw calla t et night? 

A, No sir. 

Ad you sound reveille the next morning ? 


`fee air . 


Q. id you see for Hato than? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Red the Indians c aneed firing 

Yes sir efter reveille they commas:: ed firing and kept on after that . 

-Where •sa e j r Reno of reveille . 

A. In the centre of the corral - I sew him standing there . 

_ . :id you see him amain that tray and if so, *hat was he doing. 

A . Es was around the skirmish line s min ng the position . 

~ . That is all you know about it. 

A . Yes sir. 

k : .	 	 the were you o mrl for the second day. 

A .	 	 I was the only one that sanded the cells - M y er the Indians left i n 
the evanin I sounded retreat, recall end rah as there might be some 
of our friends in the ravines that we could not see and if theg beard 
the cal 4o they would come up. 

&. teas you aetinc es thief rumpeter? 

I was trumpeter for 4ea . Custer, but I could not go bask an}join him 

and than I was trumpeter for jor keno's battalion . I did not know 

where the other trumpeters were . 

west ions by Major Reno. 

W het time in the day was when you saw the Indian vi1:la64 where you an d 

General Custer looked at it ? 

A. I Judge it was about l o' c look.. 
To . 1, p.300 3 U 
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40 Con 7 Pi c the ~tt1isgs lo at them and dOs
 


# was On a liaze'leading t
' a p tt t o to the point 7 as .I
mdcratand ter map because I; -ak a little bit Bead onr pass 
Lion on the hill I saw Halm item** so 

1 in ai t of the Indies village* 

to airs 

pmt ytou point out on the a in w t diresfrti xx Gen Ouster wont efter 
he got to the point ?1 

Osumi Custer 'amok to the right then strash a ravine and went d o
 
the river. a could not es) owe the. bluffs because is bluffs wore

leads.
 

s Gould not aso ss vi In 

I&ln."tknow Iwosrot 

flow far did 7ou go ti`.1 you 'rorw sent bad .
 


It was bout to the bead at the rawer .
 


you fig it if y it on the map. indicated 
.1st by fi e ,
 


t t shat
 

thole
 


tag.
 


h liu
 

there y dust on the p
 


d children = . 

a 

2 ro Major 

r 6 yards or probably 3/4 

you stay with Adjutant C: before you turned b~ to carry 
to Captain {Hei? 

lot more than 10 minutes. 

there did you see Major l tao fighting? 

3b 
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I Was up on the rti a and he was in the bottom* 

Q. There was that point from which you first saw ;ajar Reno fighting? wa s 
it further up the stream thou *hero be soda the stand or at the seem place? 

about at the same place. 

Was b is lino deployed in skirmish form. 

A. Yes sir. 

Theo you would cow back about three quarters of a mile Yog
left General Custer? 

Tom sir. 

Q. You found Us jar Reno with his line deployed? 

A. Yes sir. 

. fa whet did you do. 

A. I wont aid to Capt . Bout000 . 

Then you were sent bask to Coot . 

A . Yes ar.
 


Co bet did you mot see R or Aen o?
 


A . After whole bat 

Lid you o aft rw+ rd o io the timber.c . 

A. No sir, I think not. 

• Raw long after s'r or eno got on the hill, did you come	 up or did you get 
to the hill at the onus time Lejor ;ono did or before or after? 

A. ting et the time K .;a there . 

had soon Ro jor :one fighting .in the timber i-! oaaygib `
 

ou traveled?
 


A. I judge about ` miles up the r 

Row for did yo' go to Ca)t . 

I think its ibout 150 yards in the Ivor of the lei' of the column . 

e more 'Moo Ales ? 

ut ' miler. 

1Ianteou to the spot
C. ow long were 7-; Ln 'mot 


you met Major Reno. 


1 judge it took 3/4 of en hou r o r no hour to come book. 

me n ys case book to the plot.3/4 of to hour after you joined Copt . 

3
t 4Vol . 1, p .322 
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where Ma j . Rena made his fight the night of the th and found the tenretreating up the hill. 

A. Teen sir that Ms the time *hen ee got on the ridge and saw the ran re -
treating from the bottom a then At bolted there. 

Bow lost did it take lam= to go from General Custer to Capt . Bentsen do
you iug ose? 

I can't tell. I judge I went 5 mil e8 . 

Roo long do you a puee it took you to that distance? 

A. .I think it took en h=cur or en b d a € rt r or an h uc and a half. 
I can't toll as I had no wench. 

t took you an hour end a half to go frn General waster to Cept * 
a and an hour and a half to come book fron Capt . Bentsen to whore 

Major Reno then it woe two hours and a half from the tine you 
=:1 Meter till you at Oojar Reno doming u the hill. 

about an h o u r and a bolt of f General Cueter to Capt. Bentsen 
it woo a lore distance. I Isn't sky whether the *hole time en s 

than. two horn and a ha '0 from the tiros you lof t 
taster till you f )or Rena coxing the bi l 

A . about on hour utter I 

alivor the deal-= Leh 

I book with aptain henteern'o column 
than it took you to to h 

A . 18 n't tell you . 

;a; youi the t d far the volute to a wad for the 
to co 

. everybody tees there end o o altogether then. 

. . lore y doi g anything? 

A, ho sir. 

O . id not tires e! a loP to yCJ 

A . Yee air sometimes . 

doing anything thou when you a re .Y. osar not tint a ee Imoesr Shen you re not 

Lilo*..A, "ox ti :es it goes foot told *emotions it goes 

village when you posted book to go to Copt.S=ao there any dust in the 
onteen. 

roA . six . 
101, 1.f 1:,3 
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est tone by the Hecordsr . 

Mot place from which you saw the 'Moss sn children, do enddies was it the highest point downs the river below whore Majo r noo madehie stand. 

Yes sir, the highest bill the very highest point around th s . 

When you moved din afterwards did some of the troops go on th +t high hill ? 

No sir. 

Boo far was %hot high point from the hood of the ravine you spook of o 

about 500 yards. 

hen you stopped to wnt or your bosses as you speak of was that often . `ajar 
Reno . hod gone shoed. 

Yes sir . 

Did you see any trail whore ° mil. Luster turned off to the right .
 


Too sir. It looked like tepee poles had been drams along thors.
 


Did you follow that trial?
 


A, Yee sir ve followed it till we got on the hill then we turned a little to 
the right . 

fi, After watering your horses ,tau pushed shoed with tea . Custer. 

A. Yes sir. 

:. . Did you pretty feast? 

A . Yes sir. 

When you loft eoerel Cueteryou could not °:-se the river? 

A . No sir it was on the o :hor side of the hill - the hill m s In front of us. 

Q . You went hook with tbt order knowing no watch don't you nt r yo u 
culd not tall scything ;bout the time . 

A . I could only tell by the sun. 

You could only guess st it . 

• Its sir. 

C. -id you go hms'o as fear as you would -tike your horse go? 

A. Too sir. 

More you it crept. s task" icy y€ .e peas that tape 

A . No sir. It was below the tepee I mot him. 

over there?i d you ever so* the latee rta jc~r Reno crossed 

A . No dir. 
;iJ4Vol . 1, .3 
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you within night of the tepee when you met CaDt. Bos%see 

ire 

:bid you arose Major iteno t s trail.
 


$o sir* he toe sent to the left *
 


Q, 'ould you bare noticed it if you had? 

know - have eronaed it and not seen it . 

CAmetious by Major Reno* 

go to the top of that high point? 

nobody but the Wien ,coutc . 

you and en. Custer go to the top of it? 

* *be) was with Civsn * Coset-r at ttrvt tim on %be.
 


brothers and his mepbaw *
 


e Vlore all rood him at thet time? 

Tea sir. 

C . very once 1:_ a r.!Ie ho voted send a re,sSago to the companies? 

A* 'ice air* 

You could not sae tit y tier from tbat point? 

A. I was not on tivet point * 

the side wh re you rfl you could not see it? 

The witness than retired . 

in to-morrow aieturday ,The Court then odjourled to wet
 


February 1st, 189.
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